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ble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be 


this Houſe, copies or extracts of all letters received by oy of his 


Majeſty's minifters,.or the lords commiſſioners of the admiral - - 


ty, containing any intelligence relative to the equipment, 
number, and force of the fleet that failed from Breſt, under 
the command of Monſ. D'Orvilliers, in July laſt.” He 
would not, he ſaid, enter into the whole of the enquiry 
this motion was intended to produce, but he would ſo far ex- 
plain the expediency of it, that miniſtry, if they mean to re- 
fuſe the papers, might aſſign reaſons for ſuch refuſal, His 
reaſons for deſiring theſe papers were, to know if the miniſtry 
had any intelligence of the force of the French fleet in Breſt 
water, when they firſt ſent Admiral Keppel out with only 
twenty ſhips of the line. If they did not know it, they were 
guilty of the groſſeſt ignorance; for there were many channels 
open to obtain information. If they did know it, they 
were culpaple in the higheſt degree for ſending out that brave 
admiral with fo unequal a force; that if he had not provi- 
dentially taken the Pallas and the Licorne, and thereby diſco- 
vered that the French had thirty-three ſhips of the line, the 
Britiſh fleet and their gallant commander might have fallen a 


4 


R. FOX made the following motion, „ That an hum- r. Fan 
graciouſly pleaſed to give directions that there be laid before 


facrifice, He wiſhed to know what grounds of defence ad- 


miniſtration meant to take on the day of enquiry, which 


muſt come, and could not be evaded, as the ſalvation of this 
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| 7 country depended upon it. HeWilhed to bring them to a 


' t; would they avow that they had' no int igence, and 
— A the — — long — 527A by all ou udiced peo- 
ple, that they are incapable of N the affairs of a 
t empire? If meant to ſay, they had intelligence, 

ow came it that, after the boaſted declaration of the firſt 
lord of the admiralty in the other Houſe of Parliament, and 
of his colleagues in this, Admiral Keppel found only fix ſhips 
of the line compleatly ready when he went firſt to Portſ- 
mouth to take the command; afterwards fourteen; in all 
twenty, with which he was to. face an enemy with thirty- 
two; after drclarations from the admiralty at the beginning 
of the laſt ſeſſion, that we had thirty-four ſhips of the line 
compleatly manned, ready to put to ſea, and in a fortnight 
after ſhould have 1 If they were ignorant, as he 
really believed, of the French force, it appeared to him very 
extraordinary that when Admiral Keppel, with aprudence and 
diſcretion which did him as much honour as any action of 
his life, returned into port for a reinforcement, and wrote to 
the admiralty that he had diſcovered the real ſtrength of the 
French, that board never expreſſed any approbation of this 


conduct at ſo critical a juncture, though it had been the 
means of ſaving the Britiſh fleet, and perhaps this country 
from invaſion, He was ſorry to obſerve, that at this very 
hour, though the whole nation were ſenſible of his diſtin- 
2 ſervices, he had received no token of approbation 


rom his royal maſter, nor had Sir Hugh Palliſer received any 
mark of the King's diſpleaſure. : 


 Lerd North. Lord North oppoſed it in a ſhort ſpeech ; his chief objec- 


Mr. Town- 


— 


might be very prejudicial to this count to individuals; 
it might do much harm, and could not do any good. As 


tion being, that expoſing intelligence received by govern- 


ment at all times, even at a diſtant period after the eve , 


would be improper ; but ſo ſoon as the motion ai 'A 


to the admiral's conduct in returning into port, under the 
circumſtances mentioned, he had not the leaſt doubt of the 
prudence and diſcretion of the meaſure ; and if the admiralty 
did not .expreſs approbation, he was certain nobody ever 
thought there was any blame. 4 

r. Townſhend ſaid, that artifices were made uſe of to ſtop 
all epquiry into the conduct of miniſters; they equivocated ; 
one year they grant papers relative to the Toulon fleet, the 
next they deny it, under ſimilar circumſtances, with reſpect 
to the Breſt fleet. The nation, however, now called for 
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an enquiry ſo loudly ſo generally, that it could not be 5 
denied by any but the depEndants of adminiſtration. 
Admiral I roſe, and deſired the Houſe to take notice, A 


that whatever was the deſign or the event of the motion made Kegpel. 


by his honourable relation | wy Fox] he had no part in it. 
He had always acted according to the dictates of his con- 


» ſcience, with an honeſt heart; he feared no man, nor did he 


blame any. He defired he might not be charged with be- 
traying any ſecrets of government, or the department of ad- 
miniſtration under which he ſerved ; he knew what belonged 
to ſecret inſtructions; and he never revealed to any of his 
fleet what were the diſcoveries he had made from the papers 
of the Pallas or the Licorne; nor at any time his inſtructions, 
He was therefore at a loſs to know the reaſon of his being 
treated with coldneſs by the admiralty, or that he had not 
received any marks of the royal favour ſince his acquittal, 
One thing he muſt mention, which he thought ſingular, but 
he would not cenſure. In the official letter ſent to him from 
the admiralty-board, after his trial, reſtoring him to his fla 

and rank, that part of the ſentence which fects the higheſt 
honour on him, is left out, viz. that fo far from having tar- 
niſhed the glory of the Britiſh flag, he had behaved as became a 
judicious, brave officer.” They likewiſe omitted the words 


hd 


5 malicious and ill grounded charges,” and that the acquit- 


tal was ** unanimous.*”* The admiral added, I have receiy- 
ed the thanks of my _— of both Houſes of Parliament, 
perhaps more than my beſt ſervices merited ; but theſe tokens 
of approbation will bear me up, and carry me through my 
duty for the remainder of my life: having my king to pleaſe, 
my country to ſerve, and the good opinion my feliow citizens 
have of me to preſerve, all 1 can fay is, that my life is at 
their ſervice, but my honour I muſt take care of myſelf. 


Lord Mulgravggin, reply, ſid, that the letter from the ad- Lora Mute 
miralty which the honourabTe admiral complained of, was a grave. 


mere official order; that there was no idea of ſhewing the 
honourable admiral the leaſt coolneſs ; the only idea was to 
take off the ſuſpenſion the firſt moment they knew of the 
ſentence, That he was at the board when it was drawn up; 
that it was ſent in the common manner, and that the ho- 
nourable admiral might be well afſured he would never have 
given his conſent to any letter meant to appear as a cold letter 
to Admiral Keppel, or that ſhould ſeem to convey either a 
_ of joy on his acquittal, or a want of reſpec} to his 
pe ON, . | i | p | 


" > 268 yy Colonel 


* 


A 
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Eel. Berl, Colonel Barre, who had the letter in his hand, read it, 


Mr. Burke. 


and thought the Houſe would ſee it in a great coolneſs in- 
deed. He declared he had heard that Vice Admiral Palliſer, 
fo far from meeting with diſapprobation for his conduct on 
the 27th. and 28th of July, had been applauded. | 
Admiral Keppel again voſe, and declared, that whether 
the letter he had received, and which took off his ſuſpenſion, 
was or was not meant as a cold letter, he certainly felt it to 
be a cold letter. The noble Lord had ſaid nothing bad been 
done but what was common ; he begged leave to ſay, that the 


whole of his caſe was extremely uncommon. When he 
was upon his trial, a great many queſtions were ſuggeſted to 


him as proper to be put by him ; but he diſdained putting 


any that might be imputed to dirty, mean matives; that 


among others, he had information that a letter had been (ent 
to Captain Bazeley by Sir Hugh Palliſer (and begged par- 
don for uſing the name, he never would mention it again as 
long as he lived) declaring that the King had expreſsly thank- 
ed him for the conduct of the blue ſquadron on the 27th of 
July, and deſired that his thanks might be communicated to 
the officers of that diviſion. The admiral ſaid, he made 
no uſe of the information upon his trial, he was above it. 
The noble Lord had talked of his joy upon his acquittal, 
He begged the noble Lord to confider always, that he ſepa- 
rated his profeſſional from his official character. In the for- 
mer, be knew no man mote reſpectable, or who, in the 
command of a ſhip, would behave more honourably. The 
admiral repeated his gratitude to the public, and ſaid he was 
aware he now ſtood in a very tickliſſi ſituation, as the leaſt ill 
conduct, or falſe ſtep, would be attended with much worſe 
conſequences in him than in any ather officer. 

The Houfe divided, when the numbers were, for the motion 


97; againſt it 134. - 
February 24. 


Mr. Burke faid, that he thought it extremely improper to 
into a committee of ſupply and ways and means, till the 
whole of the intended ſupply and ways and means were be- 
fore the Houſe. For inftance, the army extraordinaries, 
which, by what he could learn, formed a very conſiderable 
part of the ſupply of the preſent year, was not yet delivered 
in. To talk, or pretend, therefore, to open a budget, with - 


out having the whole of the debit and credit ſide of the ac- 
count under the inſpection of thoſe ho were to paſs it, was 


improper, unprecedented, and deluſive, and tended to impoſr 


equally 
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on that Houſe and the public, and thoſe who had 


to lend their money, Till he heard ſome very co 


gent reaſons therefore offered by the noble Lord in the blye 
ribbon, he fhould continue to reſiſt any motion for the Spea- 
ker's leaving the chair. * 

Lord North replied, that in times of peace, and when large 
ſums were not wanted, the uſage had been ſuch as deſcribed 
by the honourable gentleman, that 1s, taking the whole of the 

ways and means and ſupply together; but in times of war, 
and particularly the late war, the cuſtom had been otherwiſe. 

Mr. Burke , he had not ſearched the Journals of the laſt 
war, It was uniformly the practice, even -fince the com- 


Lord North, 


Mr. Burke. 


mencement of the American war, for which he appealed. to 


the Houſe, and the deviation from it laſt year did not apply; 
for though the extraordinaries were not voted, the account of 
them was upon the table for ſeveral days. The account was 
preſented on the 2d of March laſt, and the budget was not 
opened till the gth. It might ſeem to be a matter of no great 
conſequence, whether the extraordinaries were or were nof 
included, becauſe whenever they ſhould be preſented they 
would be voted granted. That was not his objection; it was 
this, by holding back the extraordinaries, and the increaſe of 
the nayy-debt during the laſt year, the people would not be 
acquainted with the real expence of the. campaign. 

Mr. D. Hartley ſaid he underſtood the increaſe e of the navy- 
debt amgunted to two millions and between two and three 
hundred thouſand pounds, and he preſumed the extraordina- 
ries of che army were enormous. It was therefore in vain to 
keep theſe circumſtances from the public eye, or think of pre- 
yeating the ſecurities from coming into market in ſome ne- 
— 4 
had pledged himſelf to thoſe who engaged for the loan, not 
to iſſue any farther negotiable ſecurities, till after a certain 
day, at ſome months diſtance, - 

Lord North acknowledged, that he believed the navy-debt 
was conſiderably inczeafed. He did not know what the ex- 
act account of 1 increaſe was; but from the ver expenſive 
and vigarqus nayal exertions of the laſt car, he had a right 
to preſume it was very conſiderable. The army extraordi - 
naries, tho he had not an accurate en of them, amount - 
ed, he underſtood, to two millions and tweaty-fix thou- 
fand pounds. Thoſe he did not mean to include in the ac- 
count of the ſupply of this day; but it would be underſtood, 
however, that they were to be provide for in the fame man- 

ner 


Mr. David 
Hartley, 


ſhape or other. He had heard that the noble Lord 


Lord North, 
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ner as if hey had. The ſame method he propeſed to adopt in 
ſtating other particalars, to take them by gueſs ; the diffe- 
rence would not prove a great deal; they might be more, 

they might be leſs. 
| As to iſſuing further negotiable ſecurities, he confeſſed it 
was part of the agreement with the gentlemen who engaged 
for the loan, that he ſhould not, till after Michaclmas, ne- 
gociate or ĩſſue any. It was a condition they ſteadily adhered 
to, and to which he was obliged to ſubmit. His Lordſhip 
ſaid that the preſent ſtate of the public accounts was not to 
include the whole of what was meant by the cant word bud- 
get, but only to a part of it. Wet <P 
His Lordſhip then proceeded to ſtate the debtor and cre- 
ditor fide of his account, and made the whole amount to up- 
wards of fifteen millions ; navy, army and .ordnance eight 
millions; army extraordinaries two millions; navy dedt two 
- millions ; a million vote of credit, and about a million miſcel- 
laneus ſervices. To balance this, there would be ſeven mil- 
lions loan; two millions finking fund; two millions ſeven 
hundred thouſand pounds land and malt tax ; one million five 
hundred thouſand pounds Exchequer bills; one million new 
vote of credit; and about twelve hundred thouſand pounds ne- 
gotiable ſecurities, to be iſſued ſubſequent to 29th Sept. 1779. 
His Lordſhip next expreſſed the very great difficulty he 
had been under in negotiating a loan, owing to the very 
high terms, according to his opinion, that had been inſiſted 
upon by the monied people, which had obliged him twice 
to break off all manner of correſpondence on the occaſion, 
In conſequence of this, the perſons with whom he had been 
treating, had ſtood forth in defence of the reſonable propo- 
fals they had demanded, and with which they were agreca- 
ble to cloſe with government, when it ſhould be found that 
more eligible ones were not to be, met with, which they 
uſted would moſt undoubtedly be found the caſe. Driven 
hus to the expedient, his Lordſhip had applied to other 
Tters, and ſought, by every means in his power, to obtain a 
better bargain. But in vain, After ſearching for it a very 
_ confiderable time, he was convinced at the end of the pur- 
© fait that he ought, for the fervice of the ſtate, to return to 
the people he had firſt negotiated with, and to cloſe with 
them on the terms they had ſtood to as fair and reaſonable, 
This he had accordingly done, though very much he muſt 
confeſs againſt his will; but he was urged to it by the ne- 
ceflity he was under, and the only reaſon indeed that he 
could after all pretend to furniſh was, that he had done it 
| | becauſe 
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becauſe he could do no better. If he could have done bet- 
ter, he ſhould have been glad, but it was impoſſible. This 
being the caſe, he had terminated his treaty with the ſub- 
ſcribers for a loan of ſeven millions, though he could have 
wiſhed, as he had endeavoured, to have made it at leaſt one 
million more. X | 


The fubſcribers of the loan, he ſaid, had bound him in 4 


promiſe not to iſſue any negotiable paper from govern- 
ment before Michaelmas next. The only proviſion as yet 
made by Parkament towards the ſervices of the 1 
year, was by the land-tax and malt bills, from which 
about two millions and fifty thouſand pounds will ariſe, 
which, with ſeven to be borrowed by the new loan, four by 
exchequer bills, and about one million two hundred thouſand 
pounds, intended to be raiſed by negotiable papers, to be 
iſſued after Michaelmas, together with ſome extraordinaries 
yet to be voted, would make up nearly fifteen millions of 
money, and complete the ſum neceſſary for the ſervice of 
the current year. The terms he had propoſed for the new 
loan were three per cent. in the conſolidated funds, an an- 
nuity for twenty-nine years of three pounds fifteen ſhillings 
per cent. and a douceur of ſeven lottery tickets, in a lottery 
conſiſting of forty-nine thouſand, at ten pounds a piece. 
This mode of granting annuities he apprehended muſt be 
deemed a moſt pleaſing — fy raifing money, as in twenty- 
nine years the Gate would be freed from three and a half per 
cent, His Lordſhip then explained in what manner theſe 
ſeven millions were to be funded, and hoped in- the courſe 
of a month to be able to point out in what way the re- 
mainder of the ſupply required was to be procured, remark- 
ing at the ſame time, that four hundred and forty-nine 
thouſand pounds were to be derived from the lottery of the 
preſent year, the tickets of which being delivered out at ten 
pounds each, would give a profit of three pounds on every 
ticket to the ſubſcribers. How the intereſt of this loan was 
to be diſcharged, he would lay before the Houſe in a day or 
two, till when he would beg leave to poſtpone entering upon 
the new taxes that were to enable government to do it, 
though he muſt own it was rather unuſual to defer it in that 
manner, | ; | 
The great advantages held forth to the public in the preſent 
loan, might be ſuppoſed ſufficient to maintain the propriety of 
an open ſubſcription ; but he was perſuaded of the contrary ; 
for the truth was, that the loan of laſt year ſuffered chiefly 


by part of it falling into the hands of adyenturers, and — 
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of ſmall property; the conſequence of which was, that the 
perſons thus citcumſtanced, alarmed at the fall of flacks, ran 
fo marker, and gutted it in ſuch a manner that before the 
et was opened, the omnium was below par; whereas if 
the whole had remained in a few opulent hands, they could 
have held it back from market, and by that means in fome 
degree kept up its price to a little above par, and prevented 
- thoſe fatal confequerices which f6 immediately followed, 
When ſmall operations of finance wers to be undertaken; he 
was conviriced that an open ſubſetipt on was the moſt be- 
neficial to the public; but in the midſt of a war, when great 
ſums were to be borrowed arid funded, and a great deal of un- 
funded debt was floating in the market, he was- thoroughly 
convinced that an open ſubſcriptivn would never anſwer, and 
even if there was a rational proſpect of ſuceeſs, he thought it 
mach too hazardous an experiment to make at ſuch a ctifis. 
His Lordſhip ſaid, that though the war. ſhould be eonti- 
nued, we ſhould ſtill have the means of catrying it on with 
vigour, and be enabled to procure as much money as we might 
want. If the terms of the loan were hard, our credit was 
good, and in high reputation; and though it might not be 
thought neceſſary or propet in the future proſecution of it to 
continue borrowing and funding, means might be Yeviſed for 
raifing the neceſſary ſupplies within the year. Such a plan, he 
was ſatisfied; would be productive of many benefits, nay fin- 
/ gular advantages. It would tend to raiſe the value of the 
| $ unds already in being; it would rouſe the people at large to 


the moſt vigorous exertions ; it would fully reftore public 
credit,. He did not pretend to detetmine exactly, whether 
ſuch a plan was, or was not, practicable. He thought there 
was nothing very difficult in it, if there was a full confidence 
in government. | 
In ſuch à temper, he did not ſee why the plan of raifing the 
ſupplies within the year was not practicable. One nation 
{Holland} he underſtood had done it; and he could conceive 
no reaſon why Great Britain might hot do what any other na- 
tion had done, or might not ſet the example, though no ſuch 
plan had been adopted before. It was true, that great ſacrifl- 
ces mult be made, and many gratifications given up; but, if 
the meaſure ſhould become neceſſary, that conſideration ought, 
and he believed would give way. The honour, the glory, nay 
the very exiftence of this country might require it. 
He threw this out only looſely ; for though war was necefſary 
at preſent, peace was the object which he ſtill held in view. 
R . There 
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There were only three events that ſtruck him, which could ren- 
der peace deſirable to any man who had the intereſt and glory 
of his country at heart. Theſe were the return of America 
to her former ſtate of obedience; the relinquiſhing her eon- 
nection with France; or France relaxing in her demands: 
they were 11 a manner connected together. The two former 
no man was at liberty to pronounce upon, and the lattter there 
was little probability of at preſent. In ſuch a ſtate of affairs, 
it was therefore fair to preſume, that a proſpe& of peace was 
at a conſiderable diſtance : though he did not doubt but mo- 
ney could be had in the uſual munner, he thought it would 
not be unworthy that Houſe. and the nation at large to turn 
their thoughts to ſome mode of raiſing the ſupplies within the 
year, on account as well of the preſent as future advantages 
that muſt reſult in a variety of inſtances from the adoption of 
ſuch a plan, . 

It was true, it muſt be admitted, that the war had not 
been altogether equal to our expectations. But in another 
year there was 9 ground to hope it would be better. To 
that period he withed to direct the attention, of the Houſe, 
and he did not fail drawing by that time, ſhould it be requi- 
ſite, che moſt compleat and ample reſources from a great and 
opulent company (meaning the Eaſt India Company) in whoſe 
welfare the public had taken fo large a ſhare, and in whoſe 
fucceſs t moſt undoubtedly ought to participate to the very 


utmoſt, His Lordſhip having proceeded thus far, drew a: 


compariſon between the finances of this country, and thoſe 
of France, in the courſe of which ſome very handſome com- 
pliments were paid to Mr. Necker, the French miniſter, at 
the head of the finance, and the advantage of finance ſhewn 
on our fide ; after which his Lordſhip took occaſion to obſerve, 
that notwithſtanding the boaſting made by France, that all 
her ſupplies had been nearly expended in their navy, and yet it 
had been very far from having made a reſpectable appearance. 


Upon the whole, a confidence in miniſtry, the noble Lord 


though highly conducive, at this time, to the intereſt of the 
public. | 


* 
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Mr. Fox ſaid, ke roſe to expoſe the futility of the argument Ar. Fam. 


uſed by the noble Lord, who was ſtill, he obſerved, at his 


uſual ingenuity, attempting, as. he ever had done, to defend. 
his conduct, becauſe it had not been in his power to do bet- 
ter. Vet another year we might poſſibly do better, and to 
that period men were to look for the ſalvation of their coun- 


try. How long had this language been held? How many 
Vor. Xl, C years 
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years had we been taught to expect what we were bid to truſt 
to another ſeaſon ? He would entreat the Houle to look to the 
difficulties the noble Lord had met with in negotiating the 
loan for the preſent year, though the noble Lord had told the 
Houſe, and that with a degree of confidence and aſſurance, 
that ſhould ſeem as though it were true, that the nation was 
far from being in a bad ſituation. But how was it laſt year? 
Even then it would have been impoſſible for the neceſſary 
ſupplies to have been procured but for the duplicity, not to 
fay diſhoneſty of the miniſter, who had given the ſubſcribers 
every reaſon in his power to believe, that we ſhould not be 
engaged in a French war, l at that very time the mini- 
ſtry were in actual poſſeſſion of diſpatches from Lord Stor- 
mont, the Engliſh ambaſſador at the court of Verſailles, in- 
forming them, that the treaty between France and America 
had been ſigned, which was afterwards announcedand avow- 
ed here by the Marquis De Noailles. 
Mr. Berk. Mr. Burke ſaid, he could not help expreſſing his aſtoniſh- 
ment at the inſolence of telling the Houſe that new taxes might 
be raiſed without being burthenſome or oppreſſive to the peo- 
ple. Good God ! after all the enormous ſupplies that had been 
yoted, and nothing done, was the Houſe, was the nation, to 
be told that new taxes were to be raiſed? He lamented that 
fifteen millions more were to be laviſhed away againſt Ame- 
rica, The difficulty the noble Lord had met with in getting 
F the loan done, was what he was not ſurprized at, Yet 
we were not ſo poor, but that we might hold out another 
year. We ſtill might keep ourſelves above water. What a 
n was that! We had expended above thirty mil- 
ns of money, -- and we yet were not totally ruined! We 
ſtill were able to purſue the American war. But not in the 
uſual way. No, we were now to have a curious abridgment. 
A little, pretty ſnug war, was now to be carried on. | 
The committee agreed to Lord North's reſolutions without 
a divifion, 


February 25th. 
er Gerin Sir Charles Bunbury, in the committee on the court-martial 
eng. Fill, propoſed an amendment in the clauſe, which makes it capi- 
. ta! in an officer, not to have done his utmaſt, to ſink burn and 
deſtroy the ſhips of the enemy. This, he ſaid, was the clauſe, 
on which Admiral Byng was found guilty, and moſt unjuſtly 
put to death ; for, it was evident, that if Admiral Byng was 
acquitted of cowardice and diſaffection, it implied of courſe, 
that he had done his utmoſt ; a want of courage or.zeal 4 
ryice, 


r. Ar EA * 


| ſervice, might be brought under the charge,of cowardice or 
| diſaffection; but when thoſe were unimpeached, it neceſſarily 
followed, that the ſentence of the court-martial, could ſub- 
| ſtantially amount to no more, than an error in judgment. 
Mr. Graves was of opinion, that ſome words ſhould be Mr Cra. 
inſerted, for the purpoſe of diſtinguiſhing between a mere er- | 
ror in judgement, and wilful neglect. 
| Lord Beauchamp ſaid, naval courts-martial ſhould be brought Lord E 
as nearly as poſſible, upon the footing of military courts-mar- champ. 
| tial, The charges in the latter were more direct and ſpe- 
cific, and the . were of courſe more reſtricted in the 
judgments they pronounced, He did not ſeem to approve of 
h the words wilful neglect, becauſe, without a ſpecific deſcrip- 
| tion of the word wilful, he Court would ſtill retain the power 
of judging of the criminality, and making -at their pleaſure, 
a mere error in judgment, amount to a wilful neglect. 
a Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, Sir Charles Bunbury, and Sir W. Me- 
5 redith, ſpoke likewiſe in the debate, but what fell from, 

Mr. Byng, nephew to the deceaſed Admiral of that name, prin- Mr. Ryng. 
cipally drew the attention of the Houſe. After obſerving, that his 
uncle had been condemned for -a mere error in judgment, be 
faid the gentlemen who compoſed the court-martial, though 
they looked upon themſelves obliged to find him guilty on the 
article alluded to, in not doing all in his power to fink, burn, 
and deſtroy, felt the injuſtice of the ſentence, and deſired to 
be abſolved from the oath of ſecrecy, in order that they might 
be at liberty to ſtate their reaſons. An Ad of Parliament was 
accordingly pafſcd to abſolve them, and they ſtated the difh- 
culty of being compelled to find a Man guilty, by the letter 
of the Act of Parliaigent, when in fact, they had ſubſtantially 
acquitted him; but the attempt, however juſt, Fe and 
humane, was defeated. The King's ears were ſtopt, and his 
heart rendered too hard to receive any impreſſion in his uncle's. 
favour, The Miniſtry, in order. to excuſe themſelves to the 
nation, found their intereſt in his ruin, The Sovereign was 
prejudiced, and the minds of the people inflamed, The very 

judges were employed to effect his deſtruction. The caſe was 
a referred to them for their opinion ; but inſtead of defiring them 
to determine, whether the ſentence was conſonant to juſtice, the 
- ueſtion put to them, was, whether the ſentence was legal? 
$ 
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The judges anſwered in the affirmative, that the ſentence way 
legal ; whereas the true queſtion was, whether it ws Juſt, 
For the reaſons before mentioned, the prejadices conceived by 
the king, the neceſſity miniſters imagined there was to make 

C2 their 
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and that better might have been procured, 
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their own, juſtification, reſt on the failure of duty in the Ad- 
miral, and the arts employed to encreaſe the popular preju- 


dice, againſt him, all conſpired to effect his ruin, and at length 


prevailed, | 
He, then entered into ſeveral particulars, reſpecting his 


_ uncle's conduct, during the period between the reference to 


the judges and their report, while yet ſome hopes of mercy 


remained; when he aſſured the Houſe, that his uncle 


earneſtly affirmed to him, that he was entirely indifferent as 
to the iſſue; for if he ſhould be acquitted, or his ſentence 
mitigated, he ſhould never paſs an happy or comfortable mi- 
nute, during the remainder of his days; he could never ſur- 
vive the loſs of his honour, nor wiſh to retain a life, which 
however unjuſtly, was locked upon to be forfeited to the juſtice 
of his country. Sir Charles Bunbury's propoſed amendment, 
was finally adopted. | ; 
Mr. Ord brought up the Report from the Committee of 
ſupply, of the preceding day, Mr, Hartley oppoſed it, on 
the grounds that the terms of the loan were diſadvantageous, 


* 


ard North. Lord North ſaid there was a neceſſity of receiving the. re- 


port, as the firſt payment was to be made on the following 

uefday.” It would be proper, that the ſubſcribers ſhould 
have timely notice to be prepared; and though no ſuch preſ- 
ſing neceſſity exifted, he ſaw no reaſon why the public buſineſs 
ſhould. be-poſtponed, as no other mode of raiſing the loan, had 


been, propoſed by the honourable gentleman, who oppoſed the 


bringing up of the report. 
The, relalutions reſpecting the terms of the loan, were 
then reported and agreed to, without further oppoſition. 
„ ee 203 Ta,79 February 26th. 
No debate. Adjourned to March 1. 
March 1. 


Lord Nerth. : Lord North began with ſaying, that his opponents had en- 


deayoured to eſtabliſh the following propoſitions. That the 
deficiency of the houſe and ſervants tax, ſhewed the inability 
of this country to bear greater burdens than thoſe ſhe at pre- 


- ſent Jaboured under; and that the plan alluded to by him, of 


railing the ſupplies within the year, was totally impracti- 


cable. * 


* The fiſt. was a fact, accompanied with no reaſoning 
Whatever ; the ſecond was mere ſpeculative reaſoning, with- 
out>any proof to ſupport, it. 
a = 4 The 
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The concluſion was, that the whole of the deficiency atoſe. 


from the real produce of. theſe two taxes; whereas, the- 


greater part of it aroſe from the operation of the ſervants tax 
having been poſtponed for a whole year, and both the ſervants 
and houſe tax being not properly collected. Falſe entries, 
and liſts of the number of; ſervants kept were given in and 
received; the houſes were under-rated, being ſet down at 
the ancient rents, inſtead of the real value. Ware-houſes, 
&c, contrary to the meaning and intent of the act, were ex- 
empted ; and where no ancient rent exiſted, the new aſſeſſ- 
ment generally favoured the perſon who was charged to the 
tax, to the great detriment and diminution; of the public 
revenue. The concluſion was therefore ill founded, to the 
extent contended by them, for the general or annual defal-, 
cation from the ſum, for which theſe taxes were taken, bore. 
no proportion to the real produce, when. properly collected. 
The determination of the Commiſſioners had been appealed. 
from, and a reference made to the judges, who were of a 
contrary opinion with the Commiſſioners,. The latter how- 
ever had not acceded ; and in order to put the matter out of 
all doubt, he meant ſhortly to propoſe ſome amendments in 
both acts, which ſhould remove all grounds of future con- 
trover ſy. 1 * | | | 

As = the other point, reſpecting the impraQicability of rai- 
fing in any given ſituation of things, the neceſſary ſupphes with - 
in the year, he begged to ſay a few words in anſwer to that ob- 
objection. It had been contended, that whatever any man con- 
tributed out of his uſual expenditure ; that is, more than he 
already contributed to the general ſupport of the ſtate, in the 
uſual and eſtabliſhed mode of taxation, would diſable him 
proportionably to contribute to the exigencies of the ſtate, 
through the medium of the taxes already eſtabliſhed ; à perſon 
who contributed a certain ſum, muſt retrench ſome of his 
ordinary expenees. Thus, for inſtance, every former gratifi- 


cation he abſtained from, would tend to leſſen the revenue, and 
what the public received in one hand, ſhe would give away 


with another. 


This, he ſaid, would, in his opinion, be by no means the | 


caſe ; for although the propoſition might be partially true in 
reſpect of ſome perſons, the money being called into circu- 
lation, and the greateſt part of it ſpent within the ien 


nation would loſe nothing, great numbers of people would 
be benefited ; and at the concluſion, the nation would de 


a gainer, as ſhe would incur no additional debt. What waz 


taken 
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taken in one way from the people, would be given in another, 


The metchant, manufacturer, and mechanic, would be 


able 


to fpeud more, though others would of courſe ſpend leſs ; 
{& that, on the whole, the total ability to ſpend would be 


— fare and neither the preſent generation nor po- 
tity would be obliged to provide for the intereſt of new loans. 


He did not however look upon himſelf pledged to prove 
the practicability of the plan, or as ſtanding engaged to carry 
ſuch * pfan into execution. All he ſaid was, that he believed 
i was ptatticable; which he ftif! thought, though he did not 


pretend to ſay, that he knew the means of carrying it into 
I; itiderd, the extraordinary aids within the year, 
were to be loft to this country, the honourable gentleman's 


Execution. 


deduQtions would be fair and coneluſive; but as the nation 
would ftilt retain the whole of the property, and that no ma- 


teria? difference would ariſe, but the change of owner, it could 


not affect the general confumption in any great degree, if at 


EE 


for 


paying the annuity to be incu 


His Lordſhip then procteded to propoſe the new taxes, 
wed” by the loan. Theſe be 


faid were intended to be a ſurcharge of 5 per cent, on the net 


ptoduce of the cuſtoms and exciſes, an 
chaiſe horſes, 


a tax upon poſt- 


To come at the probable produce of the ſurcharge tax, 
it would be neceſſary to ſtate the amount of the funds on 


which it was to be laid, the cuſtoms and excifes. 


Tue average produce of the exciſes, after deduQting 


_- 


the drawbacks, on an average of the three laſt years, 


Was * 5, $20, 417 
Cuſtoms ditto - - - * 19,403 
Total - — 3, 039, 820 


; A ſurcharge of 5 per cent. on the above. 401,991 


Meaning to deduQ the ſurcharge on the 
- " "brewery, which, on an average of the 
+ three laſt years, was 1,749,41 — 
* 2 i 


7 $7,479 


T o net produce of the ſurcharge tax will 


The tax upon poſt-chaiſes, at the rate of one penn 


were four thouſand, to go two ſtages each day, it would 


— 


* 15314, 521 
* ee At M's: 
thile, allowing each hired chaiſe in Enghand, of which there 


pro- 
duce 
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duce ® daily income of 600]. per day, or 219, ocol, per an- 
num; but deducting one - fourth from this computation, he 
would take it at 164,000]. which added to the 414,000). 
made, in the whole, 478,000]. The intereſt of ſeven mil» 
lions borrowed at fix and three quarters per cent, was 
472,000] ſo that according to this computation, the ſum of 
about 60001, would remain to be carried to the credit of the 
finking fund. | | 

In 4. courſe of his ſpeech, he went into a great number 
of minute computations, in order to ſhew the very little ef- 
fe& the ſurcharge duties would have upon the Jar! tina and 
exciſes, ſo as to reach the conſumer, 5H 

The brewery was exempted, becauſe beer was a great articl 
of conſumption, with the lower orders of the people; and i 
agreeable to the committee, he would exempt ſoap, candles, 
and leather from the ſurcharge, The amount of thoſe duties, 
taken upon an average of the three laſt years, amounted to 
about 700,000l, conſequently, the fornbs „if Er 
upon F ws ſum, would be about 35,0001. If the committes 
ſhould agree to ſupply this deficiency in any other manner, 
he he was perfectly ſatisfied, and on that ſuppoſition two modes 
* had ſuggeſted themſelves for effecting it, without laying on 
K. any additional burdens, theſe were either reſtraining or en- 
tirely taking away the privilege of franking of letters, or tak+ 
ing off the prohibition of the importation of foreign cam- 


" bricks. 

* Here his Lordſhip was entering into a very wide field, to 
| ſhew the abuſes that had crept in the *. of the pri- 
6 vilege of franking of letters, but was interrupted by a ge- 
1. herd murmur of diſapprobation ; on which he immediately 
4 ſtopped ſhort, and propoſed the taking off the prohibition of 

3 foreign cambricks. He ſaid, the prohibition anſwered no end 

20 Whatever, that the ſame quantity was imported, and that 


the law anfwered no end but diminiſhing the revenue, and 
the giving encouragement and employment to ſmugglers, 
9! He would therefore take the duty upon cambricks in his 4c- 
count for the ſum it uſually produced when the importation 
was permitted, in lieu of the ſurcharge-tax upon ſoap: can - 
dles, and leather ; the difference between the two wauld be 
but trifling, the cambrick duty generally producing from 
about 32,000]. to 45,0001. per annum. It is true, that fum 
would make no part of the preſent reſolution, for it would be 
neceſſary to bring in a bill upon a motion for leaye to repeal 
but in effect it would be the ſame thing; for when the bill 
| F vas 

* | 
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was repealed, the produce of the tax would of courſe make 
part of the ſupplies of the year 
His Lordſhip concluded with recurring to the argument 
he firſt ſet out with, the practicability al numerous benefits 
that would be derived from raiſing the ſupplies within the 
It was, he confeſſed, a matter that required great 
conſideration and attention, and would be accompanied with 
many difficulties ; but be had no doubt but it might be ef- 
fected. He would not wiſh to be underſtood, however, that 
ſtirring ſuch a propoſition implied any declaration or ac- 
knowledgemerit that 'we were at the end of ourreſources ; far 
from it, we had ſtill many and great reſources. It was not 
thrown out as an act of neceſſity, but of wiſdom and ſound 
policy. It would prevent us from borrowing on high and 
diſadvantageous terms, and would prevent an accumulation 
of further burdens. In ſhort, it would render tne preſent 
funds more valuable to the ſtockholders. There were many 
annuities determinable, which would, at different periods, 
come in aid of the national ſupplies, one in particular, of 
one per cent. on twelve millions, which would be 120, cool. 
beſides ſeveral others. Ihe charter of the Eaft India Com- 
pany was near expiring, and in the preſent ſtate of affairs, 
as well as in juſtice, aſſiſtance might be fairly expected from 
that quarter. There were many objects of taxation, which 
he forbore to mention. When therefore, he recommended 
the Houſe to turn their attention to the propriety of raiſing 
the ſupplies within the year, he recommended it as a plan of 
policy, not of neceſſity. ” 
Mr. Pultney obſerved, that he was not in the Houſe on 
the 24th ult. but had heard, that two honourable gentlemen 
had controverted ſome poſitions in a pamphlet of his lately 


egg particularly his honourable friend near him [Mr. 


rke.] He underſtcod, that the ground of objection {tated 
by that hbnourable gentleman was, that whateyer was gi- 
ven in aid by the faculty-tax, mentioned in the pamphlet, 
which was a tax of fifteen ſhillings per cent, on what each 
contributor was worth, would proportionably diſable him 
from contributing in the ordinary mode to the eſtabliſhed 
taxes of the ſtate. On the contrary, he thought it would 
not only prove of public, but individual benefit. Whatever 
property he poſſeſſed, whether in lands, houſes, ſtock, &c. 
would be of more intrinſic value, and to thoſe who were 
to derive under him. In a public light, the advantages of 4 


public contribution, over a loan, muſt be obvious to the 


meancſt 
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mp + obſerver; and he was entirely of opinion, that the 
money raiſed within the year, would, all remain within the 
kingdom, or ſhortly return to it ; ſo that inſtead of receiving 
with one hand, and giving it away with the other, reſpect- 
ing 1 would only be a transfer of property; and 
as to the ſtate, che immediate and future benefits, would be 
immenſe and permanent. | | 
To ſtren Gin his argument, he contended, that no na- 
tion could long ſupport a war, on the ſcale of expence, 
and the exorbitant intereſt we were obliged to pay for the 
money borrowed. They were directed, and muſt terminate 
in the ſame point, that of national ruin and public bank- 
ruptcy. Some ſuch plan, as that laid down in his pamphlet, 
muſt be adopted, or the nation would be undone, 


He condemned the terms on which the preſent loan was ne- 


gotiated ; but preſumed no better could be procured, He 
thought, when the noble Lord knew what —_— the 
ſubſcribers ſought, he ſhould have taken care to have ſatisfied 
them in the manner leaft detrimental to the nation. That 
his Lordſhip might have eafily done, by making the whole 
operation in the three per cent, conſols; it would have made 
an immediate ſaving to the nation of upwards of 140,000). 
per annum, which, in the courſe of twenty-nine years, would 
go very near to extinguiſh the whole of the loan within that 
period, ſhould the three per cents continue much under par. 


if 


Mr. Burke ſaid, that the raiſing the ſupplies within the Mr. Burkey 


year, muſt ſolely be drawn from property, either lands, 
houſes, ſtock, or moveables. That it was preſumed, and 
well underſtood, that moſt men in this country lived to the 
extent of their incomes ; conſequently, every thilling drawn 
from their pockets proportionably unfitted them for pur- 
chaſing the gratifications or luxuries of life. If the tax was 
a tax upon thoſe who lived by their labour, it would to all 
intents and purpoſes be a tax upon the neceſſaries of life; 
if upon property, it would, however given or received, a- 
mount to a tax upon the luxuries or gratificatigns ef life; ſo 
that in either or both events, it muſt reach the conſumer, 
and the commodity, and ultimately the revenue be drawn 
from the conſumption, If the manufacturer, merchant, or 
mechanic was leſs employed in their reſpective profeſſions, 
It would affect them equally with a tax, and that it muſt was 
evident; becauſe their employment muſt bear a proportion 
tion to the demand for their merchandize, labour, or manu- 
fauctures. That a few individuals would be enriched by 


this mode of raifing the ſupplies was certain, but that the 
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whole maſs of people, as well as the public revenue, wbuld 
be impoveriſhed, was equally true. 
He roſe, he ſaid, only to point out the fallacy of the noble 
d's reaſoning, lef} any perſon ſhould be deceived by it. 
le would, for inſtance, aſk the noble Lord whether the tea 
uty or Exciſe did not produce half a million Mually ? Now 
upon the noble Lord's hypotheſis, he preſumed, that after 
the ſupplies within the year were raiſed by aids drawn from 
property, there would not be as much tea drank, or any other 
piven commodity, of what might be called mere articles of 
UXUry. He ſaid, the idea was equally ill-founded and ab- 
ſurd, No man had any motive for ſecuring or increaſing his 
property, but maintaining himſelf, providing for his family, 
or from avarice, T heſe would all continue to operate upon 
his conduct in every ſituation; their operations were native, 
ſyſtematic, and uniform, So long then as they directed, his 
conduct, it was to be preſumed, that they would prevent 
him from adding to the public ſtock, without retrenching his 
expences, When therefore theſe motives ceaſed to influence 
human actions, then would the noble Lord's plan be prac- 
ticable, but not a moment ſooner. * 
He obſerved what pains the noble Lord took to divert the at- 
tention of the commit: ee to extrinſic matter. He ſays ſuch a 
plan may be practieable; but ſays he does not know the means. 
That is, he affirms the praQticability, while he acknowledges 
that he does not know that it is ſo. Again, the noble Lord has 
given a deſcant on the brewery, and the ability of the brewers 
to. pay the tax, without railing the price of beer to the cog- 
ſumer; but what is all this for? or to what purpoſe? Only 
to tell you, that he does not mean to tax the brewery. He 
deſired the noble Lord to conſider the poſſible conſequences 
which might ariſe from laying additional duties upon com- 
modities uſed in our manufactutes; which, if too high, 
would probably affect both our manufactures and commerce. 
Mr. * made ſeveral obſervations on Lord North's ſpeech. 
He particularly remarked om the confidence with which the no- 
ble Lord ſpoke of great reſources, and the facility of procuring 
future loans, when all the Houſe bad to do to be convinced of the 
fallacy and deſigned deluſion. of ſuch declarations, was to recol · 
lect when the noble Lord, ſo lately as the preceding Wedneſday, 
openly and repeatedly acknowledged, © I wanted. eight mil- 
lions, but after the moſt ſtrenuous efforts, was, not able to 
procure more than ſeven. I preſſed the ſubſcribers on the 
neceſſity of geiting the other million, but was not able to 
Wera. How tar this, recent declaration acprded. with 
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affected no ſuch candour ; ſuch a language, ſhould it become 
prevalent, would be little ſhort of the ſurrender of the rights 
of Parliament. The queſtion was open to every member 
preſent, to approve or object to. He might objeR, and ſee 
the impropriety of a tax, and yet not come prepared to ſub- 
ſtitute another in its room. Every member was not a chan- 
eellor of the excheguer, nor could the moſt intelligent come 
ſufficiently prepared, when intricate operations of financ 
were to be ſubmitted to their judgment, to ſubſtithte another, 
inſtead of the plan propoſed by governmeat, For inſtance, 
the terms of the loan were ſtrong objeRey.to the laſt night; 
by him among the reſt. If the Hoy e were acquainted. with 
them, previous to their being propoſed, and that entlemen 
had time to turn the matter in their thou bee, they might 
frame reaſ6tis,, and make ufe of arguments, 10 cient to thew, 
that the bargain was a bad bafgain, and that the, ſubſcribers 
might be equally well ſecured, and fil a, very confideran 
ble faving made to the nation n 10 
He faid, the noble Lord's detail was calculated to draw 
the attention of the Houfe to mere trifles, or 10, wa te . 
an acedunt of what might be done, but What his Li 30h 
did not mean to do. The noble Lord tells you, that th 
additional five per cent. on the produce of 107 cuſtoms and 
exciſes, is but a mere trifle, and can be therefor: e. by, Ine, 
t 


The noble Lord may tell you ſo the next year, and tbe yea 
after ; but is the noble Lord ſure that the origina] fund on 


auctwe? Is he certain, that the decay of trade in © 
ſtance, and this additional tax in the ot er, ma not bot 
fe the import and confumptioſl. If the exciſe, and Sully 
have decreaſed ſo much within the two laſt years, what. lecu- 


which this farcharge is computed, will continue equa . 
ms 


P 


My has he that they will not decreaſe in a larger proportion 
D 2 | the 
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the next? or that the ſinking fund, which has produced only 
two millions within the laſt year, will produce half that ſum 
the next; or that inſtead of raiſing the intereſt of the money 
borrbwed upon new taxes, we are not in fact mortgaging the 
produce of the finking fund, to new crediters, after having al- 
ready pledged it, by the moſt ſolemn ſanctions of parliament, 
to the old ones, | 

The noble Lord had complained of the evaſions made uſe 
of, in order to defeat the ſervants and houſe tax, by which 
means, the acts which impoſed them, were prevented from a 
due and legal operation. His Lordſhip ſeemed to inſinuate, 
that this aroſe ſrom the partial conduct of the commiſſioners, 
appointed to carry thoſe acts into execution. This was at 
beſt, but an aſſertion without proof, and muſt be received as 
ſuch ; the noble Lord it is true, called in the authority of the 
Judges to his ſupport ; this he was bold to maintain, was 
an extrajudicial opinion. The appeal lay to the commiſ- 
fioners, and they were fully competent to decide upon it. 
But, ſays the noble Lord, I will move to amend thoſe acts; 
why not ſtate the amendment to the Houſe? The truth is, 
the noble Lord khows, that the taxes, however the acts may 
be amended, will {till be deficient, as well as he knows, that 
the preſent new ones, will fall conſiderably ſhort of what he 
has taken them for. 
He concluded with ſome obſeryatians, on the tax upon 
poſt* chaiſes, as tending to prevent that free communication, 
which" was one of the great cauſes of our preſent flouriſhin 


fivation and improvement; and on the whole, would be 
attended with ſuch difficulties and expence in the collection, as 
- he thought for his part, would occafion much injury, and be 
of no material ſervice to the revenue. 27 
Net. Lord North replied to the two honourable gentlemen, who 
WW - Hake laſt. He faid, that one of them [Mr. Burke] ſuppoſed 
ery man was influenced by pleaſure and avarice; and that 
be who gave to the ſtate, if he came under the firſt deſcription, 
muſt retrench his expences, and abſtain from gratifications ; 


did before, and would dedu whatever he thus contributed 
from his uſual expenditure. The propoſition was far from 
being well founded, in his opinion ; he hoped that there were 
many influenced by other and more generous motives ; num- 
bers would ſupport government, that were neither ſpend- 
thrifts or miſers, 
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- Aate; the improvement of our manufactures, and general 


and that the avaricious man, would ſpend no more than he 
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The honourable gentleman had condemned the appeal to 
he twelve judges, and ſuppoſed, that the commiſſioners were 
ompetent to finally decide, He eſteemed the gentlemen. in 
he commiſſion, as a very honeſt reſpectable body of men; but 
owever favourably he was diſpoſed to think of them, ho 
ould not put their opinions on the footing of ſo ſolemn a 
Jetermination, There was a clauſe in. the act, which gave 
dernier appeal to the Judges, and as to the deciſion itſelf, he 
ooked upon it to be a moſt reſpectable one; for he believed 
hat the benches in Weſtminſter Hall, were occupied. by as 
nbiaſſed and as independent a ſet of men, as ever fat there. 
is Lordſhip went into a great many other particulars of leſs 
moment, in reply to objections made from the other ſide of 
he Houſe, and faid as it appeared to be the ſenſe of the 
ommittee, he would take the duty upon cambricks, in lieu 
of the ſurcharge tax upon tallow-candles, leather, and ſoap. , 


pratifications and avarice were the only two motives to human 
actions. What he ſaid was, that gratifications, avarice, or 
making a proviſion for one's family or poſterity, were the 
eading cauſes which operated in general with mankind, which 
he was ready to maintain, and follow it with his firſt conelu- 
ſion, that every man, who contributed in a, private or public 
manner, whether by tax or gratuity, would; upon ſome ane 
of thoſe motives, find himſelf obliged to rettench his ordinary 
expences, and of courſe abſtain in a. greater, or, leſs degree 
from thoſe gratifications or enjoyments, by which he formerly 
contributed to the ſupport of the ſtate. 


Mr. Burke roſe again, and ſaid, that he never ſaid that Mr. Barks 


Sir Richard Sutton (id, that the honourable gentleman who Sir Richard 
ſpoke laſt, had miſconceived the idea thrown out in the . 


pamphlet of his. honourable friend, and the arguments reſorted 
to by the noble Lord; for the queſtion was not, whether a 
man could pay out of his annual income, what he wanted to 
raiſe by way of mortgage upon that income, but whether the 
nation, upon a public emergency of the firſt importance,,could 
in its collective capacity, — fifteen millions within the 
year. | | of | „ „ 
Mr. Cornwall replied to ſeveral paſſages, in the ſpeeches of 
Meſſts. Burke and Fox, contended that the 5 per cent. 
would be eaſily collected, and if any difficulties ſhould ariſe 
in the collection of the poſt-chaiſe tax, it might undergo a 
reviſion the next ſeſſion, when the ſubſtantial objections made 
to it, and founded in experience, might be readily removed. 


Mr. T. Townſhend ſaid, that when the houſe tax came un- 11 * 
der the conſideration of the Houſe, he believed, that it would T 


appear 
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appear to have been executed very partially. Out-houſes werner: 
charged rated, which was not the intention of the legiſlature; 
favour was ſhewn in ſome inſtances, and the utmoſt rigoußßß o 
Exerciſed in others. He was rated for his houſe in tb a. 
Country, which was no more than a cot, forty pounds, bi 
he underſtood, that the noble Lord who poſſefſed a family; 
manſion in the country, was charged but ten pounds. = 
Mr. Bailey complained greatly of the additional tax upon 
ſugars. He faid he and his family paid duties to the amount 
'of 30, col. à year, and that an additional tax upon that ſum 
woualtd affect his property very greatly, and was indeed mort 
than the planter in any part of the Weſt Indies, could in 
the preſent ſituation of affairs well bear.---His own part of 
that ſum, which was paid into the exchequer, was nearly. 
ewenty thovſand grineas nett money, which was more tba 
what he feceived clear aſter all deduction and outgoing, ſe 
that the duty upon ſugars before the preſent tax, was fully 
eus to cent. per cent. of the clear produce, Therefore, when 
the Hoble Lord repreſented the additional tax, to be only fout 
enct per hundred upon ſugar, now worth at market fixty. 
ur thi Fas; nd two pence three farthings upon rum, worth 
efghtThillings per gallon, his repreſentation was fallacious, 
and ferved his Lordſhip's prefent parpoſe, that of miſfeading 
the Houle; fot he muſt have known, that the planter not only i: 
: = id the duties; Which were almoſt ſeven ' ſhillings, or thret 
gs pound but likewife ren ſhillings freight, and an 
Mfyfincecquit te one third part of its value.—His Lordſhip 
could not forget, how low the price of rum was in Jamaica; 
Der he esuld not forget the offer he made to him of taking the 
Tontract which he made with Mufte and Atkinſon ar four 
and fear pener per gallon; at Half that price exactly, or even IF” 
kfs upon a large tranſaction. | 
He then fpoke of the very fpirited exertions the people of 
amäfen were making for its defehee, an expence amount; 
to four thovfand pounds per day, or about one million 
pet annum. This brought to his recollectioh, one circum- 
ſtance which, with many others of a ſimilar natute, migbt 
account for che great de fire his Maj ſty's miniſters had 
10 Continue the war, —It was relative to the fon of the noble 
Lord over the way [Lord Germaine] whom his Lor@fhip 
had appointed Receiser General of Jamaica, which entitled 
m te 2 poundage of five per cent. on the public receipt, 
This upon four theuſand pounds a day, made two Hundred, 
t upwards of ſeventy thowfand pounds per mnum. 
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erpetuating this bloody and deſtructive war, when they were 
rged on by ſuch ſtrong and powerful incentives. But he 
ould have them reflect, ſhorten their mad career, and take 
Wmely warning not to oppreſs the Weſt India iſlands tog much, 
ſt they ſhould loſs them, as they had already loſt North Ame- 
ica; and the noble Lord in particular, leſt his infant ſon 
hould loſe that very valuable and lucrative office he held in 
amaica, 
The reſolutions were ordered to be reported, and the Houſe 
djourned to the 3d of March, 
March 3. * 


t of ouſe had been diſobeyed; that the papers moved for ſome 
arly Jays ago, being copies of thoſe Bund aboard the Pallas * 
bacorne French frigates, had in part been with- held; and 
„ech of them as had not, were not produced till ſince the 
— ouſe met, by which means the members were prevented 
y * rom knowing any thing of their contents. The papers 


lluded to, had been tranſmitted by his honourable relation 
o the admiralty-board ; and thongh moved for on the firſtin- 

nce, and though they could be copied in a few minutes, 
ey were with-held, Such a conduct would fully juſtify 
aim, in poſtponing his motion, that gentlemen might have 


"y ime to peruſe the papers; but as he meant to ſtate them 
21 part of his ſpeech, it would answer the end he — 
5 which was to ſhew the comparative ſtrength of the reſpec- 


ive ſquadrons, at the time the honourable admiral quitte 

he Channel, There was ftill ſomething which had a worſe 
appearance than the mere delay; that was the omitting en- 
irely the letter from the admiral, which accompanied the 
acloſures, - | 


ng the ſeeming advantages which governments merely mo- 
archical had over thoſe limited or mixed, made the follow- 


1 
1 ng obſervations. | 
bt he general opinion, which prevailed was, that governments 


merely arbitrary, or where the directionof the power, force, and 


mm — 


* 


he | 


ppearance; not a ſingle ſeat being unoccupied in any part of it, and 
pwards of, fifty members, for whom there was no room in the 


bly of the Houle, were obliged to fit in the fide galleries. 


7 


All wonder therefore muſt ceaſe at miniſters being fond of 


He then proceeded, and in a prefatory diſcourſe, after ſtat- 


The Houſe, about four, o'clock, preſented a moſt reſpectable 


reſources 


gl 


Mr. Fox began with remarking, that the orders of the Mr. Fox 
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reſources of the commonwealth were veſted in a fingle per- 
fon, or in a few] there, all the functions of government were 
performed with greater facility and diſpatch, particularly inf 
times of war. reſy,, which was the life of counſel, was 
ſecured; diſpatch and vigour were only bounded by the 
abilities of the Kate. The blow was ſtruck, or the neceſ- 
fary precautions were taken, as it were before the cauſe 
was known; and the people acquieſced in the power and 
wiſdom of their rulers. , On the other hand, in govern- 
ments where the political machine conſiſted of different 
movements, where its parts were more complex, and the motion 
. of the whole depended upon a combination of various move- 
ments, its motions were flower ; they were regular, but 
leſs vigorous ; they were liable to be defeated, becauſe their 
ſtated progreſs was made public, before the propoſed ef- 
fect could take place. - 
This was a ſpeculative propoſition, that no man could Bil 
deny. Indeed, on firſt hearing, it commanded aſſent. It +2 
was an abſtract propoſition, equally clear, that thoſe ad-. ce 
vantages ariſing in arbitrary governments were balanced 
by others enjoyed in free governments. The latter were Wil |, 
better calculated for times of peace. Men were more effectu- 8 
ally protected in their perſons and properties; they gave In 
encouragement to the exertions of private individuals; they NM. 
called forth talents out of obſcurity, into the ſervice of the ¶iia 
ſtate; they were favourable to mercantile adventure, to the i 
extenſion» of trade and commerce; they infpired a love of | 
country, and a ſpirit of honeſt independency ; in ſhort, 
free governments, while they put every man upon a level, 
and rendered him independent of every thing but the lay, 
combined every member of the ſociety in one common in - 
tereſt; and created a perſonal, as well as public pride, which, ¶ pu 
when properly directed, and judicioufly reſtrained, is the WM, 
ſtrongeſt excitement to great and glorious actions. * 
Such were on one hand, the ſuppoſed advantages that iin 
theory were ſuppoſed to be annexed to governments, where Eo 
the whole power of the community, was veſted in and cxer- 
ciſed by a ſingle perſon ; and fuch on the other, were the 
diſtinguiſhing charaQteriſtics of governments conſtituted ie 
upon the broad baſis of public freedom. But, although ina. 
theory, each propoſition ſeemed-equally evident, experience Ml; 
held a different language; the truth was, that the arts df 
peace, had not, at all times, been more ſucceſsfully culti- 
vated in ftates republican and free, nor yet thoſe of wah 
2 | 
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in countries purely arbitrary and deſpotic. No nations had 
been more ſucceſsful in war than thoſe where the body of 
the people had a ſhare in the public counſels ; nor none 
had oftener failed, than thoſe who excluded them _entirely 
from interfering in the adminiſtration of public affairs. 

The ancient republics of Greece and Rome, exhibited 
the ſtrongeſt proofs of the former. This country would 
remain a monyment to the end of time, of nf Pat 
and almoſt irrifiſtible exertioas 'of a mixed governmeat. 
Holland and Switzerland further confirmed the truth of this 
propoſition, that no form of government is ſo well calcu- 
lated for the happineſs of its ſubjects, for internal proſperi- 
ty, and external ftrength, as that in which the power 1s 
Gclegated by the people, and exerciſed by the executive 
power, under their controul. 

The reaſon which ſtruck him was this: the legiſlative 
and executive powers of the ſtate, being ſeparate and diſtinct, 
the crown and its miniſters are conditionally veſted with as 
much power as is «nag for the diſcharge of the truſt 
committed to their care, The executive power may make 
peace and war; may enter into alliances ; may incur ex- 
pences ; may, in ſhort, adopt every meaſure, which the 
terms of ſuch a truſt can be ſuppoſed to imply, in as full 
and ample a manner as they think proper; followed only 
with this ſingle condition, that they are reſponſible to par- 
lament for Weir conduct. If they act negligently, corrupt - 
7 or traiterouſly, they do it at their peril, at the hazard of 
their lives, honours, and fortunes; whereas, in arbitrary go- 
yernments, where men are ſubject to the ſame failings and 
ices, being not ſubject to a like controul, or to be called 
to any account for their conduct, their conduct being direct- 
ed by the only perſog in whoſe power it is to diſgrace or 
Wpuniſh them, ſo long as they preſerve the confidence of the 
ſovereign they have nothing to fear, or to deter them from 
giving the moſt perniciqus counſels their ambition or per- 


t 11 onal intereſts may prompt them to, They have no ac- 
nere bunts or after-rec ings to, ſettle with the public, whom 
Kore, ey have oppreſſed or betrayed; if they have been able ta 
the latter a weak prince into a fayaurable opinion of their ſer- 
uted vices, or to perſuade a wicked one, that their jncapacity = 
1 10 ras the effect of a zeal for his perſon, and an implicit obe- 
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carrefſed at court, while, perhaps, they are execrated and 
deteſted throughout the nation. | 

How far the doctrine of a free government, retaining a 
dernier controul over the executive power, was applicable 
to the conſtitution of this country, was a ſubje& worthy of 
the particular attention of the Houſe, becauſe it was a mat- 
ter moſt intimately connected with the ſubjeQ of debate of 
the e day. The controul he alluded to, was the in- 
quiſitorial power veſted in that Houſe; a controul, which 
he preſumed no gentleman preſent would deny had been ſo 
beneficially and tucceisfully exerciſed upon many former oc- 
caſions. It amounted fairly to this: We have confided in ad- 
miniſtration, for the effecting ſuch and ſuch purpoſes, which 
can be better brought ahout by the few than the many ; 
the truſt is conditional ; we, who have delegated, the power, 
reſerve a right to withdraw our confidence, when we diſco- 
ver that it has been improperly beſtowed or abuſed ; a want 
of ability or integrity, equally diſqualify the perſons intruſt- 
ed, and ſubject them to puniſhment or diſmiſſal, according 
to the particular circumſtances of the caſe, He ſaid, Par- 


nament might forbear the exerciſe of this right of puniſh- 


ment and enquiry, but they could not diveſt themſelves of 
It, it being of the very eſſence of the conſtitution; they 
had a right to exerciſe it in two ways; the one by way of 
prevention, the other judicially, It was the duty of Par- 
liament to remove, upon good grounds, in order to put a 
ſtop to further evils, Wicked and weak counſellors, were 
proper objects of removal, in the firſt inſtance ; of condign 
puniſhment upon a conſtitutional inveſtigation, and legal 
proceedings, in the ſecond, Pariiament ftood between ile 
people and the executive power, and it was only through 
chat medium the people could conſtitutionally ſcek, or le- 


gally obtain, redreſs, 

e was free to acknowledge, that the motion of the pre- 
ſent day was founded ſtrictly ip the principles he had now 
laid down; it looked immediately to removal as the firſt 
ſep to enquiry, and conſequent puniſhment. It might be 
faid, and he expected to hear it urged with all imaginable 
confidence and plauſibility, What, criminate without cauſe, 
and puniſh without proof ! Would you condemn a perſon 
abſent, and unheard ?* The proper anſwer to theſe queitions 
would depend upon the ſenſe of the Houſe, --It would reſt 
ſolely with the Houſe to judge whether the facts he ſhould 
ſtate offered good ground of crimination. If it did, * 
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after reſt with the Houſe, whether the proofs were ſufficient 
to ſupport a public accuſation, or parliamentary impeach- 
ment. It would reſt with thoſe whom the conſtitution had 
appointed to dectde in the laſt inſtance, to declare whether 
the party or perſons accuſed were guilty ; and to direct the 
nature and extent of the puniſhment, 


Miniſters had hitherto evaded every thing which could | 


poſſibly iead to an enquiry into their conduct, by refuſing 


every document necetlary for their acquittal or conviction; 


every thing which might lead to proofs of their guilt, or 
innocence. 'The papers which he moved for ſome days fince, 
relative to any informaiion they might have received con- 
cerning the equipment of the Breſt (quadron, afforded a re- 
cent proof of the truth of this aſſertion. Ihe fate of that 
motion was, that it received a negative; and he preſumed 
that many gentlemen who voted in the majority on that 
occaſion, voted merely on the reaſon aſſigned by the noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon. * That the diſcloſing ſecrets of 
ſtate, which muſt be the caſe, 1f the papers then moved for 
were granted, would be dangerous, and might prove of the 
worſt coniequence.” This plaufible objection would be re- 
moved. That is, the information neceſſary to ſupport the 
propoſed motion he meant to make, would be grounded on 
the evidence on the table, which contained no ſecrets of ſtate; 
ſecondly, the anſwers he expected to receive to the queſ- 
tions he propoſed to put to bis honourable relation, neat 


him, would ſupply, be truſted, what was deficient in the 


papers; and thirdly, nothing would or could come out, but 
what was known to all Europe, and every gentleman preſent, 
who turned his thoughts to the ſuhject. | 
He then proceeded to ſtate his facts, and point to his 
concluſions, His facts were, that although adminiſtration, or 
he would ſpeak out, he meant the Earl of Sandwich, the firſt 
lord of the admiralty, had, in the month of November 
1777, not by a caſual expreſſion, which dropped from him 
in debate, but repeatedly in aniwer to doubts ſtarted and 


tain reſpectable aſſemble [ Houle of Lords] folemaly affirm- 
ed, and pledged. himſelf in his official capacity, that there 


fit for actual fervice, and ſeven more in great forward- 
neſs ; which would be ready for ſea in a fortnight. Not- 
withitanding which, early in the month of March fallow- 
ing, when the honourable admiral, by the defire of his 
1 E 2 i 


aſſertions to the contrary, made by ſeveral perſons in a cer» 


were then thirty-five. ſhips of the line, ready for ſea, and 


ſovereign, 
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ign, went to Portſmouth, to examine the ſtate and 
condition of the ſhips, there were not more than fix ſhips 
of the line in a ſtate fir to meet an enemy. That after 
that period, great diligence was uſed ; yet in the month of 
June, the force actually ready for ſea, was little ſuperior, 
if at all, to what it had been ſtated in the preceding No- 
vember. That early in the month of June, Admiral Kep- 
pet was ſent to cruize off the coaſt of France, with twenty 
ips of the line only, though by the papers on the table, 
taken aboard the Pallas and Licorne, it appeared there 
were then twenty-ſeven {hips of the line lying in Breſt 
water, and five more in great forwardneſs ; ſo much ſo, 
that the whole thirty-two were at ſea early in the month 
of July, which force was accompanied by a much greater 
036 frees of frigates than the Britiſh ſquadron ; the num- 
r being fifteen, including thoſe which were cruizing off 
Breſt harbour. He then corroborated the facts ſtated in 
this narrative, by reading ſuch parts of Mr. Keppel's de- 
fence upon his trial, as directly applied to, or ſerved to con- 
firm them. We ſhould have taken notice, that the papers 
taken aboard the Pallas and Licorne, were read, and con- 
tained an order for providing anchorage in Breſt water for 
twerity-feven fail of the line, ſtated their rates, the 
to be borne aboard them, and that anchorage would be like- 
wiſe wanting for five more, not then — The line of 
battle conſiſted of one of 113, one of 106, eight of 84 and 
30, twenty of 74 and 64, one of gb, and one of 50 guns. 
The concluſion which this ſtate of facts ſupported, was 
obvious to the moſt middling capacity, and muſt equally 
ftrike the meaneſt as the moſt enlightened underſtanding, km 
which was, when Mr. Keppel ſailed from Plymouth on 
on the gth of june, with twenty ſhips, with orders to crnize 
off Uſhant for ſo many days; the admiralty-board muſt have 
known that there were then thirty ready to proceed. to ſez 
in Breſt water, or they were ignorant of the fat, If the 
former, it was an act of the higheſt criminality, to riſque r 
the fate of this country on ſo great a diſparity of force; as 
nay, allowing that the French had but twenty-ſeven ſhips 
ready for ſea, the admiralty-board were no leſs blameable, 
Had an engagement happened, which muſt inevitable have 
been the cafe, had not My, Keppel rotürned into port, the Pert 
corfequerices would probably have proved fatal to the navil N 
power of this country. If the weſtern. ren had beet 
difeated, it would have probably gone to — 
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the ſeeds of a navy of this country; our trade would have 
deen ruined, our coaſts would have been infulted, and 
there would be nothing to prevent D*Orvilliers from * 
and . our two great naval arſenals, Portſmouth an 

Plymouth. On the other hand, preſuming that the firſt lord 
of the admiralry was ignorant of the real naval force of France 
in the Bay, would not the conſequences to the nation be the 
ſame ? And was not his eonduct equally criminal? Negli- 
gence in perſons in high truſt, to whom the ſafety and 
protection of the ſtate was committed, was not like negli- 
gence on ordinary occaſions; negligence in ſuch men amount- 
ed to criminality, and for perſons in high and reſponſible 
ituations to plead ignorance, in juſtification of their miſ- 
ondu& and neglect, was, in fact, acknowledging themſelves 
guilty. But this preſent motion not being immediately 
directed to puniſhment, but removal, it was enough for 
him to maintain and prove, that the fate of this nation was 
ommitted to an unequal conteſt, and that thoſe who had 
wilfully or A led the nation into ſo hazardous a 
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rs ituation, onght inſtantly to be removed, as unworthy or 
1- Whuocqual to the truſt committed to their charge. 

or It might be ſaid, Is not removal a kind of puniſhment ? 
4, n ſome inſtances, it certainly is not. Here it is meant as 


ſome degree of puniſhment, or rather leading to it. The 
removal is incidental, not directly perſonal ; becauſe the ob- 
ect is the preſervation of the ſtate ; the meaſure of removal, 
5 the meaſure adopted to the attainment of that object. He 
id, the journals of Parliament, contained ſeveral precedents 
df motions of removal, not proceeded with by evidence 
amounting to criminal conviction. Such were the caſes of 
he Duke of Lauderdale and Lord Danby, in the reign of 
Charles II. of Lords Somers, Halifax, and Portland, in that 
df King William; of the Biſhop of Worceſter, in the Queen's 
eign ; of Lord Orford,.in the late reign ; and of ſeveral 
dthers, whoſe names he did not immediately recollect. The 
propriety of the proceeding was manifeſt, for if the 'miſchief 
as great, and the evil alarming, and no other timely re 
ould be applied, removal was the only ſtep that could ſu- 
pend, or put a period to the evil. In the preſent inſtance 
berefore, if the grounds of complaint were ſufficient to ſup- 
dort the reſolution, it called for nothing more to juſtify. re- 
oval. It might be ſaid, Are further proceedings to ſtop here ? 
by no means. His motion was this, he ſaid : That it ap- 
pears to this Houſe, that the ſending. Admiral Keppe! in the 
Nonth of June aft, to a ſtation off the coaſt of France, with 
2 | a ſqua- 
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a ſquadron of twenty ſhips of the line, and four frigates, 
at a time when a French fleet, r as there is great 
reaſon to believe, of thirty-two ſhips of the line, and certain- 

of twenty-ſeven, with a great number of frigates, was at 

reſt, and ready to put to ſea, was a meaſure greatly hazard. 
ing the ſafety of the kingdom, without any proſpect of an 
adequate advantage.“ He was free to acknowledge, that if 
he carried this motion, he would follow it with another for 
the removal of the firſt lord of the admiralty; and it woul! 
then reſt with that Houſe, whether the facts ſtated in his 
motion, would not furniſh matter ſufficient to found upoa it 
a parliamentary impeachment. 

He had thus declared his objects, without reſerve; he look- 
ed upon Lord Sandwich to be the head and mouth of the 
admiralty-board, and of courſe in every ſenſe reſponſible for 
its eonduCt ; and he was the more urged to ſay fo, becauſe it 
would ſerve to ſhorten the debate, and prevent the ſeveral mem- 
bers of that board, who were preſent in their places, from enter- 
ing into perſonal juſtifications. In their judicial and minifte- 


rial capacity they were only reſponſible; but as they had no di- 


communication with the ſovereign ; as they were not ad- 


* mitted to his councils; as their advice was never ſought nor 


faken; as no one part of the propoſition ſtated in the motion, 
though fully proved, could reach them; he did expect, that 
the gentlemen occupying ſeats at that board, would not take 
up the defence of their own conduct, as a proof of the inno- 
cence of the firſt lord of the admiralty. If they could con- 


trovert the facts, or juſtify them, in that caſe, the ſubje 


lay open to them as it did to every other member ; but as 
they were not anſwerable for the ſtate of the navy in June laſt, 
or at any preceding period; as it was not by their advice the 
ſquadron under Mr. Keppel was ſent to ſea; as they could 
not, in the uſual exerciſe of the powers or functions of their 
office, be acquainted with the ſtate and condition, the num- 
ber and ſtrength of the Breſt fleet; in fine, as they were 
inorant of the counſels which dictated the meaſures of ſend- 
ing Mr. Keppel to ſea, they muſt, from theſe ſeveral circum- 
ſtances, be exculpated from all blame on that account, at leaft 
from any thing which at preſent appeared to the contrary. 
The meaſure, whether wiſe or injudicious, preſented itfelf to 
them, after jt had been conſidered, matured, and determined 
upon elſewhere, They might retain contrary opinions, but, 
as à matter of ſtate, previouſly decided upon, in his Mzjeſty's 
councils, they had nothing to do but to obey. The noble Earl 
at che head of the admiralty, having all the neceſſary infor- 
4 + + »-4 © 1 mation, 
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mation, could only decide, and be only reſponſible, and con- 
ſequently he expected to hear that ſort of juſtification which 
went to the meaſures and conduct of the noble Lord, only 
relied upon. 

He did not wiſh to be underſtood, for he was perſuaded of 
the contrary, that although Mr. Keppel had been defeated, 
and a deſcent made on this kingdom in conſequence of that 
defeat, that a conqueſt would enſue ; but he ſubmitted to the 
Houſe, the very perilous fituation this nation, in ſuch an 
event, wou'd be reduced to; and how incumbent it was upon 
the Houſe, to paſs a marked cenſure and expreſs the ftron 
diſpleaſure at the conduct of thoſe who had ſtaked the fate 
. of this country on the iſſue of ſo hazardous and perilous a 
he WY conteſt. In the firſt inſtance, the poſſibility of having the 
ſeeds of all future navies as it were exterminated; in the 
ſecond, putting us to the hazard of . for our all, 
with a raw, undiſciplined militia, juſt embodied, and a ve- 
ry inadequate military force, moſtly compoſed of cavalry. 
1 He would not carry his ideas as far as thoſe entertained by the 
H. French, that a landing once made, the conteſt would only 
q. be, who ſhould poſſeſs the Tower of London; but he would 
ſay thus much, that without an army, without poſts, with- 
out fortreſſes to interrupt them in their march from the wa- 
terſide, our ſituation would be indeed terrible, and truly 
ke Warming. N. man truſted more to the ſpirit and native 
bravery of Britons, than he did; yet he could not help think- 
ing, that in the two poſſible, nay probable events, of a par- 
tial deſtruction of our naval force, and an invaſion under 
the circumſtances deſcribed, the ruin of our trade and com- 
merce then returning from the four quarters of the globe, 


— to the amount of many millions, our want of military pre- 

114 paration and internal ſtrength, the effect the whole muſt 

ei ave upon public credit, the facility of landing on our coaſts, 

m. nd of pouring in troops from time to time, to almoſt any 

er amount, the means of upplying them with proviſions in a 
few hours, till they had gain 


a footing in the agg 
eld out ſuch a juſt picture of what mignt have been the 
onſequences of a defeat at ſea, as fully juſtified the higheſt 


= enſure of that Houſe, on the authors of a meaſure, which 
* n iſqued at once our deareſt intereſts, our independence, nay, 


bur very exiſtence as a free nation. . 
He commented on the part of the admiral's defence which 
he had read ſoon after he roſe, and contended next that their 
reachery to their country, the perſecution and proſecution of 
demanded the utmoſt indignation of that 
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Houſe. He went into a variety of argumentative proof 
to ſhew, that inſtead of truſting to an inferiority in any en- 
ment in the narrow ſeas, on which the fate of this coun. 
try might poſſibly depend, we ſhould, as an act of neceſſary 
prudence and policy, always-endeavour to have a decided ſy. 
periority. Our inſular ſituation, the nature of our inter. 
nal defence, demanded ſuch a precaution ; nay, it was the 
the very idea of the noble Lord himſelf Sandwich] who ſaid, 
that we ſhould not only be ſuperior to France alone, but that 
no perfon was fit to preſide over the naval department, who 
did not, at all times, take care to have a nayal force ſupe. 
rior to that of the whole Houſe of Bourbon united. 

He begged leave to repeat, that he wiſhed for the fulleſt 
proofs of the truth of the facts ſtated in his motion; but mi- 
niſters had refuſed them under various pretences. The 

Houſe acquieſced in that refuſal, and he had no more ta 
fay on the ſubjeck, ſo far as it reſpected what had paſſed. The 


- . noble Lord in the blue ribbon, beſides ſaying that the papers 


called for would give improper information to our enemies, 
faid, that thoſe papers would be neceſſary for the juſtifica- 
tion of miniſters. The moment was then arrived, when they 
were called upon by the nature of the motion, to produce 
them in their own Jfence. If they refuſed it, would it not 
be prima facie evidence, that the production of them, would 
make againſt and not for them. hey were refuſed in à ve- 
thin Houſe, byt from the preſent full appearance, he truſt. 
that the Houſe would call, for them, or draw the obvious 
concluſion. Be that as it may, if he could not” procure the 
very beſt proofs, he had ſubmitted to the Houſe the next 
eſt evidence, namely, the papers taken aboard the Licorng 
and Pallas, further corroborated, confirmed, and explained, 
by the teſtimony of the honourable admiral in bis place, 
ith that intention, and with the permiſſion of the Hou 
and his honourable relation, he would put ſuch queſtions 
to him, as he thqught were neceſſary to prove to its ſatis- 
faction, that the two leading facts ſtated in his motion, 
thoſe of the number of ſhips under the honourable admiral, 
ag the force under the command of Monſ. D'Qcvilliers, 
the day the former fajled from £ very 2 E. 
Admiral Ke get role 3nd expreſſed his ferlings, on his pre- 
ſent embarraſſed ſituation. He ſaid, he was called upon by 
his honourable friend to anſwer to ſeyeral gueſtions, hie 
he was ſatisfied would, fall ort o the necallas information. 
Hg never wauld, upon any provocation, diſclole thoſe aue 
10% in noten. at . 363 bob | Inn 
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ntruſted to him as a profeſſional man. As for the informa- 
jon ſtated out of his defence, it was to the beſt of his know- 
edge ſtrictly true. He was called into the King's cloſet in 
November 1776, and conſulted by his ſovereign. He gave 
him his opinion like an honeſt man, at the time, but heard 
o more on the ſubjeR, till called upon by his ſovereign laſt 
arch; the conſequence of which was, that he was appoint» 
d to the — he ſtill retained, but to his great diſap- 
ointment, when ke arrived at Portſmouth, he did not find 
above fix ſhips of the line ©* fit to meet a ſeaman's eye.” He 
acknowledged, that greatexertions ſoon ſucceeded ; and that, 
onſidering the ſtate of the navy at the period alluded to, com- 
pared with what it was three months after, the conduct of the 
admiralty- board merited approbation. | 
He then proceeded to ſtate ſeveral particulars mentioned by 
Mr. Fox, till he came to the taking of the Pallas and Licorn, 
here the papers read at the table were found. He affirmed, 
e was never more hurt or diſtreſſed in his life, than on the 
ſtruggle which aroſe in his breaſt upon the occaſion ; a ſtrug. 
ple between his feelings and his honour, and his duty to his 
King and country, His love of his country, however, at 
ength preyailed, and he turned his back on his enemy for the 
rt time, He returned to his native country with grief and 
nxiety, and lamented that the public ſafety made it neceſ- 
ary, or that fate ſhould have determined that the ſevere lot 
bad fallen to his ſhare. | 
He was ſevere upon adminiſtration ; ſaid, he had beer 
pen and explicit all along; and that he little expected that 


the hen he had opened the real ſentiments of his heart to the 
ext irt Lord of the admiralty, any intentions to ruin and betray 
08 im were in contemplation. He ſaid, he was notconſcious of 
ed, iring any cauſe of offence, unleſs pointing out to admini- 
ce, ration where they were wrong, not for the purpoſe of find- 
uſe g fault, but in order to prevent the like in future, When 


e determined to ret!'rn home, he threw himſelf on the judg- 
ent of his count/y, whoſe ſafety and, protection was his 
rincipal object: (or he ſaid, had he followed his own feel- 
gs, he certainly ſhould not have returned, be the conſe- 
uence what it might. He went into ſeveral other particu- 
rs, in the courſe of which he beſtowed the higheſt com- 
zendations on the conduct of Lord Howe. He diſclaimed 
connections with adminiſtration, at any time; and ſaid, 
at, conſidering his ſtate of health, and the uniform con- 
uct of the admiralty-board, it would not be prudent, nor in 
Vor. XI, F any 
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any way conſifient with his honour, to ſerve again under the 
preſent board of admiralty. | 

Mr. For now procegded to put the queſtions to him, a 
a member, delivering his teſtimony in his place. The firf 
queſtion he put was, How many ſhips of the line had he 
under his command, when he failed from Plymouth ?-.. 
Twenty. How many frigates ?--- 

Mr. Brat. Here Mr. Brett roſe todefire that the queſtions might be tak. 
en down in writing. The noiſe being very great, Lord North 
= - and Lord Howe roſe at the ſame inſtant, but the firſt thing 
that could be heard was Lord Howe's defiring that the ho. 
1 nourable Admiral's evidence might be taken down in writing, 
L. Nerth. Lord North objected to this propoſition ; ſaid that no no- 

tice having been given that witneſſes were to be examined, 
it was extremely improper. It would amount to evidence 
only on one fide; and if any motion was meant to be engraftei 
upon the evidence thus given, the Houſe could come to nol 
reſolution upon it, becauſe it was no more than partial evi-*! 
dence. He did not apply the word partial to the honourab 0 
Admiral, but merely to preſerve the order and regularity of 

; E which in matters of accuſation always ſuppoſed WW»! 

ore any deciſion was had, that witneſſes were examined e 

both fades. | | h. 
$irG.Cooper. Sir Grey Cooper adopted the ſame idea, and contended, thai << 
no ſtep in a cfiminal proſecution could be taken till the par th 

was informed of the nature of his accuſation, in order thay 
he might be enabled to repel the charge by contrary teſti hi 
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mony. nc 
Mr. Fox. r. Fox repos, that his motion contained no matter oi" 
criminal accuſation ; that in its utmoſt extent it led only ha 


removal; that another ſpecies of evidence muſt be adduct hi 
to ſupport a criminal accuſation; N that the pris fie 
ciple laid down did not apply. The Houle, when the eviden co 
was given, would be the beſt judge whether it was ſufficieuy<" 
to ſupport his motion upon a plain matter of fact; if in ti 
month of June laſt Admiral Keppel reccived orders to pi 
ceed off Uſhant with twenty ſhips of the line, while there 


were for certain twenty - ſeven ſhips of equal force lying Hi 
Breſt water ;---and if this fact was proved to the fatisfaRid 12 
2 


of the Houle, his motion muſt go; and then the queſtion 
the noble Earl's removal, as firſt Commiſſioner of the At de! 
miralty, would next preſent itſelf to the conſideration of tit 
Houſe. | ; | 
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He begged leave to repeat, that removal did not imply legal 
uilt, or conſequent puniſhment ; that the ſpirit of the con- 
ſtitution, and the uſage of Parliament, contradicted any ſuch 
idea; that there were numerous precedents in ſupport of this 
doctrine, and particularly in the year 1667, there was one in 
point; when a charge of an offenſive nature being made againſt 
the Duke of Lauderdale, one or more members roſe in their 
places, who teſtified that they had heard him tell the King, 
that * your Majeſty's edicts are ſuperior to an act of parlia- 
ment.“ at was the conſequence? The Houſe, againſt 
which the communication was made, inſtantly agreed to an 
addreſs to the throne, to remove Lauderdale. from his pre- 
ſence and councils for ever. 


35 


Mr. Cornwall objected to taking down the evidence of the wir. c. 


honourable admiral in writing; obſerving, that the precedent ll. 
cited did not apply, only as to the removal; for it did not 


appear that the evidence alluded to in the caſe of the Duke 
of Lauderdale was committed to writing. 


Mr. Townſhend remarked with ſeverity on the word ide, Mr, Tros- 


uſed by the noble Lord in the blue ribbon. He hoped, that fend. - 
in a matter which concerned the ſafety of the ſtate, he ſhould 
have heard nothing of the word fide ; but now he was fully 
convinced, that the whole of the buſineſs was conducted on 
the principle of the word fide ; that fide had ſent out the 
Admiral with an inferior force ; that fide had refuſed to thank 
him for his ſaving his country at the riſque of his own ho- 
nour and perſonal ſecurity ; that ſide had depreciated the 
victory of the 27th of July, and called it a defeat; that fide 
had inftituted an ill-founded and malicious proſecution againſt 
him, as a reward of his high and, meritorious ſervices; that 
ſide had refuſed to teſtify any mark of diſpleaſure at the 
conduct of his accuſer ; that ſide had on the contrary ſhewn 
every mark of approbation to the accuſer, and afforded him 
all the protection they dare, conſiſtently with their own im- 
mediate intereſts ; and that fide, by the ſame ſpirit of ranco- 
rous perſecution and malice, was determined to drive the 
Honourable Admiral for ever from the ſervice of his coun- 
try. He ſpoke likewiſe, to the point of order, and ſaid it 
was to the higheſt degree abſurd to talk of receiving evi- 
dence, and refuſe the making any uſe of it, which muſt be 


the caſe if not committed to writing, 


A moſt prodigious uproar now ſucceeded ; order being however 
reflored, the Speaker ſaid, the evidence muſt, if received, be com- 
mitted to writing, 

F2 Lord 


DJ 
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Lord Howe. Lord Howe propoſed that the queſtions, as well as anſwe 
ſhould be taken down. - 2 1 


Mr. yr. Mr. Byng quoted a precedent. in point from the journals, 
on a debate upon the miſcarriage of the laſt Dutch war, 
when the Duke of Vork, afterwards James the Second, com- 
manded ; for upon a queſtion of fact ariſing in the Houſe, 
it appeared in the journal, which was read by the clerk, that 
evidence was immediately called for, given, and taken down 

in writing. | | 

Lord North. Lord North, to reply to Mr. Townſhend, on the word /d, 
called upon the Speaker; who anſwered, that no queſtion 
could be taken down in writing, in order to frame a motion 
upon the evidence, unleſs the Houſe was in a previous en- 

uiry. 

Mr. Byag. r. Byng appealed again to the precedent recited, and 
added another reſpecting the examination of the Sheriff at 
the bar, in the caie of the Brentford riot, at the Middleſex Hot 
election. He obſerved the very diſorderly, unfair manner, 
the Houſe had proceeded, in reſpect of the right honourable Win 

Baronet over the way | Sir William Meredith] who had 
preſented himſelf three or four. times to the Houſe, and tho' Nee 
he had a paper in his hand, which he preſumed was a mo- Wifey 
tion, he was as often obliged to fit down, and two or three ih: 
_ to give way, particularly to the noble Lord in the blue 

: ribbon. | 

Mr. Aner- Mr. Atturney- General took up the precedent fo much reli a1 

r- Cen al. upon by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt. He ſaid, i 

appeared by the precedent, chat there was a committee ft. Nu 
ting at the time of the miſcarriages on the Dutch war, and 
that the evidence given before the Houſe, was referred to 
that committee. | 1 b. | 

Sir Willian Sir William Meredith then moved, that Admiral Kep- 

Meredith. pel's evidence be taken down by the clerk.” 

Lord Nerch. Lord North roſe in warmth, and ſaid he had à motion to 
make as well as the right honourable gentleman ; at was not 
indeed committed to writing, and if the honourable gentle- 
man made his, he would move the one he intended by way ico 
of amendment. His amendment was, there being no en- an. 
quiry inſtituted by the Houſe.” He then uſed ſeveral violent tak 
expreſſions, and after obſerving that the Speaker had already 

iven his opinion againſt committing the evidence to writ- 

ing, made uſe of the following words: “ The Houſe ü. 
bound by the authority of the chair in all cafes whatlo- 
ever,” | | nn 

| Mr, 
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Mr. For moved, that thoſe words be taken down. This 
zve birth to great noiſe and confuſion, - The words given : 
o the clerk to be taken down, were not the exact words 
poken; the uproar being too great for the clerk to hear, or 
he members to recollect. 
Lord North to palliate, but refuſed in effect to explaio 3 Lord North. 
but at length he quallified the expreſſion, in the following 
manner: — The Houſe is bound by the power of the chair 
in almoſt all caſes, if---and here he ſaid he was interrupted - — 
if the Houſe ſhould ſo determine!“ 
This apology was accepted. 
Mr. Dempſter called upon the chair to give his opinion. Mr. Demp- 
He contended it was his duty, and in the warmth of expreſ- th 
ſion ſaid, if he refuſed, he would complain of him to his [Mr. 
D.“ s] conſtituents. 
Sir Fletcher Norton then roſe, ſaid he had no predelection Sir Fletcher 
one way or the other; that in the performance of his duty Ne. 
he cared for neither fide of the Houſe; that he did not dip 
in the politics of any or either party, and he called Almighty 
God to bear ' witneſs, that what he was going to ſay, pro- 
ceeded from his real opinion. His opinion then was, that the 
evidence could not be committed to writing, without! thers 
had been an enquiry before the Houſe. * 
The queſtion being put, after three hours debate and als 
tercation upon Lord North's ——— it was carried, 2 
a majority of 208 to 169. e 
As ſoon as the members returned into the Houſe, the | 
queſtion was put on Sir William Meredith's motion — 
mended, which paſſed in the negative without a di vifion. 
Mr. Fox then proceeded to put ſeveral — die Fox- 
Mr. Keppel, which were anſwered men as he had 
ſtated them in his ſpeech, WY 
He obſerved, as ſoon as this ſcene was cloſed; chat. the 


1 to otion for taking down the queſtions and anſwers in writing, 
not was — by the opinion delivered from the chair. He απτα 
tle- d that the chair had acted ſtrictly impartially; yet, he 


could not help obſerving, that the chair when firſt. —— 
anſwered. without reſerve, that GENETICS: — do de 
taken down by the clerk.“ 
The Speaker replied, that the Hons gentleman uad emit⸗ Sir Fletcher 
ed the latter part of the — Which was 5 sf YR _ OY 
Houſe was in an enquir y.) | 

Mr. Fox reſumed his ſpeech. He declared, he was per- Mr. Fan. 
ey ſatisfied with the proofs contained in the anſwers given 


by 
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by his honourable relation, that the fleet ſent under his com- 
mand was conſiderably inferior to that of France then pre- 
paring to ſail from Breſt. He deſcanted, for a conſiderable 
time, on the negligence, obſtinacy, or defigned treachery of 
miniſters, their credulity in truſting to the aſſurances of 
France, when ſo often warned from that ſide the Houſe; 
and wen they had actual information of the formidable 
navab armament going on at Breſt and Toulon; their indo- 
lence and unpardonable inattention to the meaſures neceſ- 
ſary for our home defence, and the ſecurity of our diſtant 
| poſſeſſions and dependencies, | 
I l00õOo coneclude, the only defence which adminiſtration could 
3 ſet up was, either to plead that they did not know the effec- 

tive ſtrength of France, or that they did; in either of which 
caſes, he ſhould leave it with the judgment of the Houſe, 
-* _ - whether their conduct was not highly culpable? And whe- 
ter, in the firſt ĩnſtance, they ought not to be immediately 
removed, particularty the noble Lord, who was, from his 
office, more particularly reſponſible for the meaſures purſued 
and adopted in his own proper department? His motion, as 
he obſerved before, did not go ſo far as the noble Lord's re- 
movalij but if it ſhould meet with the approbation of a ma- 
jority, he meant moſt certainly to follow it with a propoſi- 
tion to that effect. He then delivered his motion in at the 
table, which ſee at the bottom of page 29. KI 

Lord M Lord Mulgrave made a — long defence To the written 
grove. proofs on the table, he replied, that they were the moſt looſe 
and indefinite ĩmaginable. They were without date and coa- 
tained no mort than / an order to the pilats. to provide ancho- 
i rnge for ſo many ſtips of fuch and ſuch rates; but no proof 
that any ſuch ſhips were in exiſtence: nay, to come to the 
fair concluſion, the paper proved the contrary ; for it con- 
tained/evidence; not that the ſhips were ready for ſea, but that 
anchorage: ſor them in Breſt water was ordered, when they 

ſhould be ready. at 1 5 | 40; + To. | 
gulf the written evidence was defective, the parole evidence 
e the hononrable! Admiral in his place, muſt be equally fo; 
becauſe it was founded on the written. It is true, the ho- 
nourable Admiral had gone into a variety of matter not at 
all connected with the: motion on the table. It might, il 
N correctly ſtated, have been admitted as proof of pre viou 
negligence, but did not apply to the period mentioned in the 
motion, which was ſpecifically confined to the ſtate _ con- 
29 711 | | nor" 5 11100 
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dition of our naval force in the month of June. Indeed, in 
his opinion, the honourable Admiral might have as well in- 
troduced the hiſtory of his whole life. His counſel might 
have adviſed him to it in their profeſſional capacity, a matter 
very proper to be introduced into his defence, upon a crimi- 
nal proſecution, otherwiſe, were the honourable ;Admizal to 
follow his own judgment, he was convinced, he would have 
contented himſelf, with replying to the charges made againſt 
him, independent of any extraneous matter. = 
Here his Lordſhip entered into a long detail of proofs, to 
ſhew, that the fleet in the preceding November, as had 
been affirmed by a noble Earl in another aſſembly, conſiſted 
of 35 _ of the line ready for actual ſervice, and ſome 
more in ſuch a ſtate of forwardneſs as, to be ready in a few 
days. He named the ſhips, their rates, &c. and inſtead of 
thirty-ſix or thirty-eight, according to the aſſertion of the 
honourable gentleman who made the -motion, he faid the 
number amounted to forty-four actually ready in June, four 
more ready in a few days, including thoſe left behind and 
thoſe ready for ſea which afterwards joined the Admiral, be- 
fore the engagement of the twenty-ſeveath of July, making 
in the whole forty - eight or forty- nine. . N 
In anſwer to the charges of criminality or neglect, he 
ſaid there was no proof of either. The fleet under Mr. 
Keppel conſiſted of twenty; that actually ready for ſea at 
Breſt, but of ſeventeen; ſo that by every rate of naval war- 
fare eſtabliſhed in this country, he had a right to ſay, that 
twenty ſhips of the line, with a large proportion of three 
deckers; might without any imputation of a crime, be 
thought a match for ſeventeen French. 4 
He ſaid, there was one circumſtance, which happened 
that confirmed him more than any other, that the French 
fleet even ſo late as the 23d or 24th June, was inferior to the 
weſtern ſquadron; that was the merchantmen which were 
permitted to paſs unmoleſted through the ſquadron, the day 
the Pallas and Licorne frigates were taken. The ſtrength of 
the Britiſh fleet, muſt; have been known to them. Why 
then if the Breſt ſquadron had ſuch a ſuperiority, , as thirty- 
two, or even twenty-ſeven, why not. inſtantly proceed to 
ſea in queſt of the Britiſh fleet? What, was the conſequence ? 
Though M. D'Orvilliers was in poſleflion of this informa- 
uon, he did not quit Breſt water till the 8th of July, a pe- 
riod of almoſt three weeks after the receipt of this infor- 


mation, I 
The 
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Ihe honourable Admiral had ſaid, when he found the 
ſtrength of the French fleet, though he did not call a 
council of war, as by the cuſtoin'of the navy ſuch councils 
had fallen into diſuſe, he had conſulted ſeveral of his officers, 
what was moſt fit to be done, who were of opinion, that it 
would be moſt proper to return.--- All he could ſay as to 
that was, he had not conſulted him.---He was ſeparated 
from the fleet, and when he opened his orders, though he did 
not approve of them, he chearfully obeyed and acquieſced, 
under the idea that the honourable Admiral's long experience 
enabled him to judge and determine, what would be moſt 
likely to advance the ſervice, | 
His Lordſhip then gave an hiſtory of the conduct of Lord 
Hawke, who chearfully undertook a fimilar ſervice, with fix 
ſhips only, in the ſummer 1758, when a rumour had been 
ſpread, that France was preparing to invade us, on a cruize 
of fourteen he when adminiſtration ſent out orders to him 
to return. Thoſe orders, however, never reached him; and 
the Admiral did not return till he performed the ſervice he 
was ſent on, that of watching the motions and learning the 
ſtrength of the enemy, and protecting our trade. His Lord- 
ſhip read a copy of an anſwer of Lord Hawke to the admi- 
ralty-board, in which that able and gallant ſeaman told them, 
that he would never return into port, or negle& his duty, 
when the enemy had only a trifling ſuperiority. 

He treated the bugbears raiſed by the honourable gentle- 
man who made the motion, of the fatal conſequences of a 
defeat, as the mere creatures of a warm imagination. He 
preſumed, that even if the worſt had happened, that Mr. 

eppel had been defeated, the enemy would not have pro- 
cured a victory ſo cheaply, as to be ready to follow it with 
the burning of our naval arſenals. On the contrary, it was 
probable, that in ſuch a conflict, they would be fo roughly 
handled as to return to their own ports to refir.--- The only 
engagement in which the French proved victors at ſea, was 
that under Lord Torrington, off Beachy-head, in King Wil- 
ttam's time; and then inſtead of purſuing the advan 
they had gained, or attacking of Portſmouth or Plymouth, 
inſtead, in the language of the honourable gentleman, of at- 
rempting to exterminate the ſeeds of all future navies in 
this country,” they contented themſelves with the honour of 
the victory, and. retired, very prudently, to their own ports, 
in order to repair the damages they had ſuſtained in battle. 


His 


— 
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His Lordſhip conluded with reſerving to himſelf the henry 


of again riſing to explain, or reply to any objection whi 
might be made, to the facts and arguments he had now ſtated. 
Admiral Keppel replied, and began with remarking that the Adm'ral 

noble Lord had called his defence uncommon, and had ſaid Xp. 
that he might as well have given the whole hiſtory of his life 
in it, as many things he had thought proper to offer to the court. 
The noble Lord bad alſo ſaid that it would have been more 
proper for him to have truſted to himſelf, and that he was 
not, in his opinion, obliged to his adviſers, He entertained 
very different ſentiments ; he thought himſelf highly in- 
debted to his counſel, and as long as he lived ſhould own his 
gratitude to them, and confider that but for them he might haye 
fallen a ſacrifice to one of the moſt uncommon attacks that 
ever was made on an officer, The noble Lord ſeemed to 
haye forgot that his defence did in fact contain the hiſtory of 
h his life, for that he had mentioned in it his forty years ſer- 

g vices. The noble Lord ſaid that he never conſulted him up- 


- on the ſubje& of his return to port. It was very true. The 
. WE noble Lord was a young officer, and he would not put him 

we to the difficulty of giving his opinion on the ſubject. Young 
J 


men were generally eager to fight, and knew not what pru- 
) Wi dence and diſcretion meant. It was right to ſend them out 
where bravery and perſonal exertion were the only requiſites, 
but it was wrong to place them in fituations that demanded 
thought, deliberation, and judgment. He did not much re- 
gard the ſentiments of young officers, on points reſpecting 
„ich officers of great experience were only competent to 
h Judge, but he had heard, ſince he laſt came home, that the no- 
| ble Lord diſapproved of his return for a reinforcement. 
by The noble Lord had alluded to the conduct of Lord Hawke, 
pl in what he deemed a fimilar fituation, in the year 1758 ; he 
') WY wiſhed the noble Lord had recollected the circuinſtances, and 
conſidered how far the two ſituations did or did not agree. 
Was Lord Hawke ſent out to meet a powerful enemy? What 
ge were his inſtructions? What were the objects in view in 
H, ſending him out? The noble Lord, if he was acquainted 
* with thoſe inſtructions, could eaſily diſtinguiſh between the 
(difference of object and difference of fituation, He was a 
young officer himſelf aboard Lord Hawke's fleet. He well 
(5, remembered, they did not go gut to fight the French, bur 
| to watch them, He made no doubt if the noble Lord who 
commanded that little ſquadron, had met with the enemy, 
that he would not have turned his back upon them, on ac- 
Vox. XI. G count 
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-and the truth was, that as ſoon as Mr. _— deſtination 
ed 


were then actually fit for ſea ? 
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count of a trifling ſuperiority, but ke ſhould be very ſorry 
to hear, that great naval officer ever repreſented and held dut 
that falſe ſuppoſition, by way of example, as ready to 
ruſh upon inevitable defiruAticn, ſooner than turn his back 
upon an enemy whoſe decided ſuperiority would enſure them 
certain victory. \ 

The only colour of defence ſet up by the noble Lord was, 
that we not only had an —_— ut there was no evi- 
dence, that we had not. The firſt was evident, for if there 
had been either thirty-two or twenty-ſeven ſhips of the line 
in Breſt water, the French merchantmen which were permit- 
ted to paſs through our fleet unmoleſted, having given intel. 
ligence, if the French fleet had been ready to go to ſea, they 
would inſtantly have let ſlip their cables and taken advantage 
-of their ſuperiority ; and as to the written evidence printed 
withcut date, &c. it amounted to juſt nothing; it might relate 
to any other fleet, or any other circumſtance, as well as that 
to which it was applied. | | 

On the firſt he muſt obſerve, that it would have been x 
meaſure extremely hazardous for D' Orviliers to truſt himſelf 
to ſea with twenty-ſeven or even thirty-two ſhip"of the line, 
until he had authentic information whether Admiral Byron 
had left the Channel and was on his way acroſs the Atlantic, 
the wind beſides might not be favourable for leaving Brekt, 


was known at Paris, and that orders reached Breſt for the 
ſquadron to proceed to ſea, D' Orviliers immediately weighed 
anchor. It was not the mere failing from Plymouth of M. 
Byron, that determined the reſolution of the French cabinet, 
but a moral certainty of the deſtination of the force under 
his command. How was it poſſible for the merchantmen to 
report more than they ſaw ? That they had met with a Bri- 
tiſh fleet, of twenty fhips of the line, with three flags; or 
how could the miniſter of marine upon ſuch information, 
hazard the fleet of France, till he was perfectly ſatisfied, the 
Britiſh naval force was divided, and that inftead of twenty, 
there might not have been actually under his command 
thirty-five, for ſo many including the two ſhips left behind, 
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As for the noble Lord's comments on the written evidence, 
his Lordſhip muſt have known, that it was not the papen 
found aboard the Pallas and Licorne, that ſolely determined 
his judgment, of the effective ſtrength of the a rench fleet 
but the examination of ſeveral priſoners examined ſeparately, 

| wiv 


1779. DEBATES 43 


ho all agreed in the ſame account, that when they left 
reſt ſome days before, there were twenty-ſeven thips of the 
ne ready for ſea, and five more in a great ſtate of torward- 
eſs; and he appealed to the noble Lord himſelf, whether it 
as poſſible for thoſe five ſhips, if they had not been nearly 
zady for ſea, to have failed out of Breſt on the 8th of July 
pllowing, equipped for the battle? 

The noble Lord had laid great ftreſs on the impropriety 
f an officer declining to meet an enemy with a trifling ſu- 
zriority againſt him. -He agreed fo far with the noble 
ord, that a trifling ſuperiority in the opinion of a com- 
zander, ought to be always balanced by a proper confidence 
2 the 1kill, ſpirit and native bravery of the officers and ſea- 
hen under his command. When he failed from Plymouth, 
e went fully impreſt with this idea, He was informed, 
hat the Breſt fleet conſiſted of no more than ſeventeen fail 
f the line, fit for actual hoſtile ſervice, but however con- 
dently this aſſurance was given him, he meaſured them in 
is own mind at twenty-four ; and in that opinion was de- 
rmined not to avoid them : but when from the papers on 
he table, and the accounts received from perſons taken on 
dard the frigates, he was convinced that the French force 
onſiſted of twenty-ſeven, for he confeſſed he did not rate it 
igher (though he is now fatisfied that it conſiſted of thirty- 
vo) he thought it his duty moſt reluctantly, fo far as it con- 

rned himelf and the honour of the Britiſh flag, to re- 

n into port for a reinforcement, and not riſque the honour 
d deareſt intereſts of this country, in ſo unequal a con- 
ſt, If fate had otherwiſe determined, and that the ſqua- 
on under his command had been obliged to contend with 
ach a ſuperiority of force, though he dare not anſwer for 
de event, he was firmly perſuaded, that the victory, if that 
ould be the caſe, would be dearly purchaſed ; and that the 
ritiſh ſeamen could do every thing which the moſt ſanguine 


KpeCtations could promiſe from men overborne by ſuperior 


_ and numbers. | : 
ir Edward Dering mentioned his long acquaintance and «;, 
rſonal obligations he owed to the firſt Lord of the admi- — 
5 . againſt whom the preſent motion was manifeſtly in- 
nded, and his honourable friend who ſpoke laſt; but if 
arliament or that Houſe had any countroul over the execu- 
ve part of government, he was clearly of opinion, that 
nere was evidence ſufficient before the Houſe, to juſtify the 
clent propoſed vote. Was there a man in the firſt inſtance 
* & 2 . in 
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in the Houſe, who could fairly lay his hand on his heart, 
and ſay, that the French was not ſuperior to us at ſea, a 
ſoon as Mr. Byron left the Channel, in his way to North 
America on Was there a ſecond, taking in all the circum. 
ſtances of riſque and evident danger, who could ſay, that the 
noble Lord who had led the nation into this perilous ſitus. 
tion, was any longer fit to preſide in our marine councils ? 
Sir Edward, in the courſe of his ſpeech, let fall a great 
many expreſſions promotive of mirth and good humour; but 
there was mixed with this extraneous mattter, no ſmall por. 
tion of quickneſs of conception, and a particular ſhrewdnek 
of obſervation ; both of which gave birth to the following 
ſpeech of Lord North. 
Lord North. Lord North ſaid, he was not ſuprized at what had faller 
from the honourable gentleman, who ſpoke laſt, Honours 
ble gentlemen who were abſent from the debate, or being 
fatigued, from fitting up late or from any other cauſe, ha 
thought proper to refreſh themſelves, came down in good hu. 
mour to give their own opinions, but frequently miſtook the 
ueſtion, being totally ignorant of what had paſſed whit 
Fey were away. The honourable gentleman who now {a 
down---Here his Lordſhip was peremptorily called to orde 
from every fide of the Houle.---He begged pardon, he ſaid; 
all he meant to ſay was, that gentlemen frequently miſtod 
the queſtion, and he hoped that was not diſorderly. 
His Lordſhip now proceeded to conſider the queſtion, as i 
fairly preſented itſelf to the Houſe, Firſt, whether there n 
evidence to ſupport the motion; ſecondly, if there was en 
dence, whether the admiralty-board from the general ſituati 
of public affairs, was not fully juſtified in their conduct? 
n the firſt of thoſe, his Lordſhip made a very elaborat 
ſpeech, containing not a ſyllable of new matter, but mere 
e facts and arguments ſtated and urged by Lord Mulgrar 
dreſſed up in different words, preſſed with remarkable energ 
and confidence, and ſtrewed up and down with perſonal 4 
tacks and obſervations, on the honourable gentleman wi 
made the motion. | 
He faid, the paper found aboard the frigates contained c 
Jy an order to provide anchorage ; that if the Breſt fleet \ 
edel, it would not have remained in harbour, till the d 
. of July, after receiving information of our real ſtrength, i 
the merchantmen which were ſuffered to paſs unmoleſted 
and chat conſequently, inſtead of there being any proof, thi 
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n cbere were thirty-two, or even twenty-ſeven ſhips of the line in 
Breſt water ready for ſea, the evidence bore the other way; for 
ru the fair concluſion was, that if they had fo conſiderable a ſuperi- 
m-. N ority over the weſtern ſquadron, D' Orvilieres would have in- 


ſtantly proceeded to ſea ; that he did not fo, and only failed 
with thirty two on the 8th of July, proved that he had no ſuch 
force ready, and that he ſailed on that day, with no more than 
thirty-two, which was hardly probable, if there were thirty 
two ready carly in June, | 

The ſecond queſtion, allowing that the evidence on the ta- 
ble further corroborated by the teſtimony of the honourable 
Admiral in his place, had proved that there were thirty-two or 
twenty-ſeven ſhips of the line ready for ſea at Breſt early in 
in June, whether the admiralty-board was juſtifiable in acting 
as they had. This might be divided under two heads, Did 
the admiralty know of this force ? and knowing it, were they 
jnſtifiable in ſending Mr, Keppel to fea ?---For his part he 
knew of no ſuch force being ready for fea at Breſt, at the pe- 


the rid alluded to, and if it was criminal to be ignorant of that 
hl circumſtance, as ſtated by the honourable gentleman who made 
che motion, he had the impudence, in the language of the ſame 
rde honourable gentleman, to avow his ignorance of the fact at the 
aid inſtant, he was ſpeaking.---But to come fairly and directly to 
tool the ſecond - queſtion ; ſuppoſing that miniſters had known the 


fact, would gentlemen contend that in a war with France, we 
as were to run no riſque ? Let gentlemen conſider what this na- 
tion had at ſtake at the time, no leſs than the whole of the 
trade from the Eaſt Indies, Jamaica, the Weſt Indies, and the 
coalt of Africa, Fleets returning from Spain, Portugal, and the 
Mediterranean.---[ Great diſorder in the Houſe at the mention 
of the word Mediterranean. ]---Gentlemen might laugh, but 
indecent and unparliamentry as ſuch a conduct certainly was, 
he declared that no noiſe or diſorder ſhould prevent him from 
ner purſuing his argument.---Attend then to the circumſtances, 
though adminiſtration had the fulleſt and moſt ſpecific infor- 
mation, that there were thirty-two ſhips of the line ready for 
ſea, when Mr. Keppel ſailed with twenty, would it not be-pro- 
per, that Mr. Keppel ſhould have been ſent out, both as a con- 
voy with the outward bound fleet, and in order to protect the 
ſeveral merchant fleets then daily expected to return from the 
different parts of the globe; ſo that taking the conduct of 
adminiſtration in either light, as knowing or not knowing the 
fact ſtated in the motion, which he muſt obſerve again was ſup- 
ported by no evidence, ſufficient to warrant the Houſe to 
came to the vote delired ; their conduct was equally Te 
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by policy and prudence, if no ſuch fact exiſted. Adminiſtration 
mult have ated as they did; if the fact was as had been 
ſtated by the honourable gentleman, adminiſtration had adopt. 
ed the meaſure as applicable to the then fituation of affairs, 
The Admiral, indeed, had returned before the arrival of the 
firſt Weſt India fleet, but he had no doubt, nevertheleſs, but 
his preſence in the Bay, had facilitated its ſafe arrivaY--- After 
inforcing thoſe arguments, in a variety of lights, his Lordſhip 
obſerved, that the preſent motion was meant to lead to a vote 
of cenſure on the firſt Lord of the Admiralty, in his official ca- 
pacity ; but he defired gentlemen before they proceeded to a 
vote, to underſtand, that ſuch a vote as that intended by the 
honourable gentleman to follow the ' preſent, would not be-a 
cenſure merely of the firſt Lord of the Admiralty, but of all 
his Majeſty's confidential ſervants.---He himſelf was equally 
criminal with the noble Earl; ſo was every other efficient mem- 
ber of the cabinet, If it was criminal to ſend out Admiral 
Keppel with twenty ſhips, he co-operated in the meaſure, and 
adviſed it, as well as the noble Earl. — The noble Earl at the 
head of the admiralty was only reſponſible for his ſhare, - --It was 
a crime in common, or no crime.---Indeed a caſe might hap- 
pen, in which acting merely miniſterially, the noble Earl might 
be obliged to execute officially what he had previouſly diſap- 
proved of in council, by being over- ruled by a majority of the 
King's ſervants. So that whatever determination the Houſe 
might think proper to come to, he wiſhed to have it under- 
ſtood, as an inevitable concluſion, that there was no poſſibility 
without being guilty of the moſt manifeſt injuſtice, of direct- 
ing the intended vote of cenſure againſt any one particular 
member of the cabinet, without involviug the whole in its con- Mios 
ſequences. If any member of the cabinet was cenſurable on en 
the preſent occaſion, ſo was every other perſon, who hada 
voice in his Majeſty's councils. 

The honourable gentleman had thought proper again to 
refer to words which had fallen from him in a former debate, 
relative to Admiral Keppel's return to port. It was unpar- 
liamentary, and contrary to order, to make ſuch alluſions, en 
but as the honourable gentleman had been ſo diſorderly, be 
muſt of neceſſity follow him. The honourable gentleman 
had on a former occaſion, declared that adminiſtration had 
blamed Admiral Keppel for returning to port; he had then 
felt it neceſſary to ſay, that he had never heard of any ſuch art 
blame; that no blame was aſcribable to the honourable Ac 


miral, for that the prudence and propriety of the meaſure 
wal 


ern T; 24 


as an ample juſtification of it. This expreſſion had been 
ach cavilled at; on what ground he could not poſſibly 
neſs, The words were fimple in their import, obvious in 
heir application. Did the honourable gentleman mean to 
y that the honourable Admiral's return was not prudent 
nd proper ? Or what would he have had him ſaid more im- 
nediately to the point ? The honourable gentleman alſo hag 
alked of the Admirals inſtructions being with-held from 
im as a matter of defence on his late trial; and the honour- 
le Admiral had himſelf repeated the aſſertion. Did not the 
onourable Admiral recolle& what had paſſed on that head 
-rween him and adminiftration ? Did he not remember that 
dn his application, word had been ſent him that any part of 
ie inſtructions that went to the matter contained in the. 
har exhibited againſt him, which he ſhould point out, 
| ould immediately be copied and tranſmitted to him, but 
hat it was thought unwiſe and unneceſſary to lay before the 
zublic his whole inſtructions juſt at preſent ? Unneceſſary, 
gecauſe much of them had no reference to the charge upon 
rhich he was to be tried; and unwiſe, becauſe a publication 
f the inſtructions at large would diſcloſe to the enemy mat- 
is of a very important nature, and highly roper to be 
ept ſeeret. The honourable gentleman had alſo ſaid a good 
leal reſpecting his having expreſſed a defire that the papers 
ately moved for might not be produced. Did the honoura- 
le gentleman recolle& that he had himſelf in his ſpeech de- 
ared, that the enquiry propoſed going into, could be pro- 
:ded upon without thoſe papers? The ſame objection ſtill 
mained againſt the production of the papers deſired. They 
night be the means of diſcovering our channel of informa- 
ion, reſpecting what was going on in the French naval ar- 
enals, A period might arrive, and that perhaps not yery 
ir diſtant, when thoſe papers might be produced with pro- 
riety and ſafety to all perſons ; when ever it ſhould, he aſ- 
red the honourable gentleman, that he would be one of the 
rſt to grant them, and if he had ſaid that thoſe papers 
rould juſtify adminiſtration, as ſtated by the honourable 
tentleman, though he did not recolle& that any ſuch expreſ- 
jon had fallen from him, he was inclined to think, he had 
ot exceeded the bounds bf truth. His Lordſhip concluded 
ich giving his negative ta the queſtion, | 

Admiral  ppel replied to 


remarkable ſting in one of the noble Lord's exprefhions, . 
| _ DET which 


ch parts of the laſt ſpeech, as Admiral 
articularly applied to his own conduct. He faid, there was l. 
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which he hoped did not originate in deſign, thovgh it did 
palpably in miſtake and miſconception, where he ſaid, the 
main object of ſending him out, was for the protection a 
che home ward bound fleets, but that he had returned int 
port, before the arrival of that from the Weſt-Indies. 
the noble Lord's expreſſions were to be truſted to as ſincen 
3 he had done right in returning, therefore, the noble Lon 
| 


| 


l 


might with great propricty have ſpared the obſervation, aui 
| | not make a charge which however ſoftened, . amounted to 
\ charge of a direct breach of duty, and. chat concerning 
| point, which in the language of the, noble Lord, was th 
4 main object of ſending him out. He begged leave to n 
1 mind the noble Lord, that the protection of the returning 
ol trade fleets, formed no part of his inſtructions, nor did ty 
| know any thing, that his command was directed to the ſafe 
of ' thoſe fleets, till after his return into port, when he n 
ceived a letter from Mr. Buſton Long, chairman of th 
committee of Weſt-India merchants. That was the firſt þ 
heard of it, though he agreed with the noble Lord, that h 
appearance at ſea, might have proved of eſſential ſeryice | 
that particular, . N | | 
He would recommend to the noble Lord, to be mo 
careful in alluding to any part of his inſtructions, and to 
doubly” careful, not by inference and in the way. of arg 
ment to repreſent them, as containing matter which tt 
really did not; the latter was by no means defenſüble, a yr 
the former was uncandid. He looked ypon himſelf bounce 
in the moſt ſacred and ſolemn manner, not to divulge at 
part of them. He had hitherto carefully adhered to d 
iden, and was much ſurpriſed to hear his Lordſhip, refer Mer 
to them in debate, when he muſt know, that he was tied 
in honour, and from the nature of his ſituation, from givi rd 
ſuch anſwers in juſtification, as the tenor of the inſtructiꝗ ide 
might Warrant. ee e eee 
The noble Lord, in anſwer to what had been urged by Me 
bondurable relation, of ſuch parts of his ioſtructiom 
might ſerve him upon his defence, being denied him, ſu 
that no part of them was denied, but ſuch as 22 not apply 
the cha G and would at the ſame time diſcloſe to the enen 
matters of a very important nature, and hi : er to 
kept ſecret. Would the noble Lord fairly jm bon to 
- 27 recollection, that that was the true ſtate of the cak 
e' had too high an opinion of the, ,yeracity, of the n c: 
Lord, to believe he would, The fact was, as it had be | 
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ated by his hon. relation. He applied for leave to produce 
ch part of the inſtruftions, as had been deſcribed by the 
dble Lord, ſuch as had only reference to the charge pre- 
red againſt him, not for the inſtructions at large. He 
as refuſed it, as containing matter not proper for the 
blic eye. He ap lied a ſecond time, for other parts, where 
en a colour of objection, did not appear againſt the grant- 
g his requeſt. He proved unſucceſsful in both applica- 
dns. The firſt by a direct denial; the ſecond time he re- 
ived an anſwer, that it would be proper for the board to 
e time to conſider. He never heard more on the ſubject, 
d was left to his defence without a part of it; which, if 
atters had taken a different turn — what they did, 
puld have left him to an iſſue of life and death, while the 
{| material part of his grounds of juſtification, were 
thheld. 
The noble Lord had laboured with his wonted ingenuity 
d ability, to impeach the evidence of the facts ſtated in 
e motion; but in his opinion, very unſucceſsfully. The 
inted papers he had treated as a mere matter inapplicable 
the ſtate of any exiſting fleet, Was that really the caſe ! 
id not it deſcribe an exiſting fleet, which was at ſea in a 
ry few days after? Did it not contain a liſt of the names 
ſhips, number of men, guns, &c. which engaged him 
the 27th of July. If a paper containing the anchorage, 
an order of anchorage, for his ſhips at Portſmouth and 
ymouth, previous to his ſailing, had fallen into the 
nds of the French, and that the ſhips therein named 
d met the ſquadron, under D'Orvilliers, would not that 
per furniſh ſufficient evidence to that gentleman and the 
ench court, that there had been ſuch a force in Plymouth 
d Portſmouth harbour? But he obſerved that the noble 
drd was as eager to dwell on the inſufficiency of the written 
dence, as he was careful to avoid mentioning the infor- 
tion given by ſome of the ſailors aboard the Pallas and 
corne, which was more ſpecific and circumſtantial, He 
nimitted that information to the admiralty board; why 
not that produced? Or if it did not come within the 
ral meaning of the order for papers, why did not his 
rdſhip argue with the ſame freedom, on the improbability 
the parole teſtimony, as the written evidence? The rea- 
was clear, the noble Lord knew that the facts ſtated in 


crews of the Pallas and Licorne; that ſatisfied him of 
ol. XI. if - - the 


paper, were corroborated by the teſtimony of ſome of 


FP 
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| the fact, and chiefly induced him to return; and he doubted 
that there was a ſingle perfon preſent, who was, not per 
. ſuaded, that the evidence was ſuch, as taken together ful 
* juſtißed him in concluding, that there were twenty-ſeven if 

not thirty- two ſhips of the line in the port and harbour d 
Breft, fit for ſea, on the day of the capture of the ty 
French frigates, | 
He mentioned ſeveral other particulars, and faid, thati 
he was ever to accept of a command again, he would tak 
care not to leave the Channel, with a weſterly wind, blos 
5 ing in his teeth, It retarded the operations of the fleet; 
gave the enemy the wind; it left them in ſome mealy 
the advantage of engaging at pleaſure, or returning int 
port, and of courſe counterbalanced every advantage of x 
tive bravery and ſuperior {kill on our fide. , He believe 
he ſhould never again be put to the trial, for conſidering i 
manner he had been treated by miniſters, he could new 
think of reſumiag a command under them; becauſe whit 
ever his inclinations might be, to advance the intereſts 4 
his country, it would be impoſſible to do it effeRually, | 
long as thoſe 'who employed him, withheld their cod 
dence and protection. 

Lord Nerib, Lord Nerth apologized to the honourable Admiral; fai 
ke had not the moſt diſtant intention of alluding to his! 
ſtructions, or a ſuppoſed breach of them. He was of 0p 
nion, that the honourable Admiral ated very properly, | 

| 1 into port. When he ſpoke of the ſafe returs' 
the Weft-India fleet, he only mentioned it, as a fact, to 
the good effects of . the weſtern ſquadron to ſea, (i 
poſing that it had been inferior to that of Fraace. 
Lord Hows, © Lord | Howe entered into a profeſſional inveſtigation, ( 
chat had fallen, in the courſe of the debate, from the 
noble Lords; i 

le juſtified the propriety of ſending Lord Hawke int 

'year 1758 to ſea, with fix ſhips only, to a certain ftatic 
 IÞ do protect our trade, and to ſeek intelligence; becauſe 
|" ' -— was applicable to the then fituation of affairs; but this" 
| à very different meaſure, from ſending a large effeth 
ſquadron, the'chief defence of the trade and kingdom, 
meet a force infinitely ſuperior, 892 ä 
ls a fquadron for mere intelligence and general protec 
uad been ſent out, it ought to have been a ſmall one, wi 

- 'epult] have inſtantly retired homeward, without bringing 
imputation on the Britiſh flag. It would have anvil : 

2 [- 4 * 1 


= 2 =, © — e A 1 4 . — — 


m.. 


— — 
as ca ere 


* — - 0 
— — — — - - hs 
— —— g— .8— —— — — 
— 


— —— ——— ͤqꝓ—ækñ — 
= . 


a ooo e. rv 0 


— wt 


* 


4 


| 


A: 1179» : DHE Ar. E 1% : 0 
very preſent purpoſe, and by the time that it choſe or was 


compelled to return into the Channel, the grand fleet would 
have been able to proceed to ſea, to meet the. encmy; and 


of France, was a very unproper and hazardous meaſure. 
The ſhips, particularly the large ones, were liable to, receive 
great damage, the crews got ſickly, and if a ſtrong ſoutherly 
gale, or ſouth eaſt, or even ſouth weſter, ſhould ſpring up, 
the fleet would be in great danger, particularly if it lay in 
with the French ſhore off Breſt, becauſe in that event, it 
might be extremly difficult to weather Uſhant. Indeed 
this reaſoning applied to every given ſtation that could well 


could affirm, from his own knowledge, that a ſtation off 
Breſt was a dangerous ſtation, and ſhould never be taken but 
upon great emergencies, | by: 

As to the idea thrown out by the noble Lord in the blue 
ribbon, that the ſending Mr. Keppel to ſea was by way of 


.conyoying the outward bound trade, it was quite new to 
bim. If that was all that was intended, why not give him 


orders to convoy the fleet into the ſea, and then return into 
port? On the other hand, he underſtood, that Mr. Keppel's 
inſtructions were to make a ſtationary cruize, within certain 
limits. Wee 
The general reaſoning of the two noble Lords, was in- 


contends, that his force was ſuperior, that is, he grants the 


ſion is drawn. If Mr. 
fleet, he merited cenſure, not praiſe, for turning his back upon 
an inferior enemy; if he was inferior then the premiſes, 


bly true. Such are the abſurdities men are drove to, when 
they find it' their intereſt to deny, what they know to be 
true, 
dour, to puſh his argument no farther than he thinks it 
neceſſary for his own defence, and that of his colleagues in 
office. His Lordſhip is conſcious” how unjuſt it would be 
to make ſuch a — as applying to the honourable Admi- 
ral's conduct, and 


' Juſtifieation upon that ground. 


he was of opinion, that ſtationing a large fleet off the coaſt | 


concluſiong but denies the 3 — which that _ y 
eppel was ſuperior to the Breſt 


which are the facts ſtated in the motion, are incontroverti- 


It is however an inſtance of the noble Lord's can- 


de imagined, where the purpoſe of defending our own coaſts * | 
from an invaſion was the principal object in view. He 


dee very extraordinary, the noble Lord in the blue nbhn 
in particular, He applauds the conduct of the honourable: : 
Admiral, for his returning into port, and at the ſame tine 


H 2 x His 


(41 


ow necellary it is for him to found his 
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His Lordſhip then entered into ſeveral partioulars reſped: 
ing the navy, and condemned the equipment of the thip, 
the manner of their being manned, and the impolicy d 
_ -difmilh the midſhipmen, from the ſervice during the lat 


= — — ———— — — =_ 


e could eaſily therefore conceive, the propriety a 
the honourable Admirals expreſſions, that there was ſo fey 


ſhips, fit to meet a ſeaman's eye, when he went down to in- 


ſpe& into the ſtate of the fleet at Portſmouth, for he be- 


lieved, there were very ſew which would be "found to an- 


Lord Mub 
8 


ſwer that deſcription, in the opinion of thoſe who had ha 


am opportunity of knowing the ſtate and condition of our 
' ſhips, towards the cloſe of the late car. 

ord Mulgrave made a ſhort reply relative to the want of 

officers ; ' ſaid that midſnipmen had returned in great 


numbers to the fervice, as ſoon as they were really wanting; 
and the lieutenants liſt was the cleareſt proof, that very fen 


had been admitted to that rank, but ſuch as had obtained it 


by the courſe of ſervice neceflary to a * of their 


8 


At à quarter paſt one o'clock, the queſtion was put, and 
"the Houle divided, ayes 170, noes 204, and adjourned ts 


che next day. 
| A Lift of this Diviſion. 
For the motion. | Againſt the motion, 
Earl of Upper Offory Bedfordſhire Lord Ong 
Job 2 Wake Bedford Town Samuel Whitbread © 
„John BBieriſbire 
H. W. Hue, 5 
Francis An Reading John Dodd 
* Abingdon Joha Mayor 
Hon. John Aeg Windſor 
ohn Cater Wallingford 
ar] Verney Buckinghamſhire 


George N. Grenville Ditto 


James Grenviffe © Buckingham 1. 
Wycombe Robert Waller 
John Aubrey | Ayleſbury Anthony Bacon 
—_——. Marlow Sir Borlaſe Warren 
Ditto William Clayton 
Wendover Henry Drummond 


Marquis of Granby Cambridge Univerſity 


Cambridgeſbire Sir Sampſon Gideon 
Richard 
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dichard Croftes 1 Cambridge Univeſity 
inilnog |  Cambrigde own: - 


Ditto 
Cheſkire 
Cornwall 
Launceſton 
Ditto 
Liſkeard 

Leſtwithiel 

Ditto 
Truro 
Bodmvn- 
Helſton 
Saltaſh 

Eaſtloo 

Ditto 

Weſtloo 
— 

enryn 
Dirco | 
oſſin 
St. — 
Fowey 6 
St. Germaine's 
Ditto 
St. Mitchell 
Newport 
Ditto 
St. Maw's 
Ditto | 
| Callington 

Henry Fletcher Cumberland 

Wal. Spencer Stanhope Carliſle 

James Adair Cockermouth 

Lord Geo, Cavendiſh Derbyſhire 

Lord Fred. Cavendiſh Derby 

John Parker Devonſhire 

Robert Palk © Aſhburton 

Lord Viſcount Howe Dartmouth 


John Crewe 
ir William Lemon 


Samucl Salt 


George Boſcawen | 
George Hunt 


Philip Debany 
Philip Raſhleigh 


Hon. Tho. Howard 


Richard Hopkins Ditto 
Humphry Minchin Oakhampton 
dir George Yonge *' Honiton 
wy | Plymouth 
| Ditto 


3 


Hu 
W 


Againſt the mation. 


Soame Jennyns 


Benjamin ne 


$4 ne $47, . ; 
4 Rt. Hon. H. Morice 


John Buller 
Edward Gibbon 
Viſcount Fairford 
Thomas Potter 
Bamber Gaſgoyne 


Sir James Laroche 


Francis Cockayne Cuſt 
Sir Grey 


John Buller 


William Graves 


Sir William James 
John Amyand. 


Sir George Oſborne 
William Chaytor 


Hon. Charles Stuart 


| Benj. L'Anglois 
* 8 John 8 ter] 54d 
John Stephenſon. | 
2 dar n 15 


John Frederick ,, | 
Earl Nugent. ;. ere 
gh Boſcawen 

i 


iam Skrine 


Hon. Nathan. Curzon 
+ Charles Boone 
Richard Vernon 


Lord Lewiſham 
Sir Charles Hardy 


Bere. 
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For the motion. 
| Lord Milford 


Sir P. J. Clerke, teller 


Plympton 
Totneſs 
Barnſtable 


Hon. Rich. Fitzpatrick Taviſtock 
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Jomua Mauger 
Hans Win. Mortimer 


ir George Savile 
Williap Baker 


Sir James Pennyman 
G. F. Tuffnell 


Exeter 
Tiverton 


Dorſetſbire 


Dorcheſter 
Lyme 
Ditto 


Weymouth, &c. 


Ditto 


- Ditto 


Bridport 


Corf Caſtle 


Ditto 


Poole 


Shafteſbury 


Durham County 


Durham City 
Ebor 


Aldborough 
Boroughbridge 


Beverley 
Ditto 


Hon. Lewis M. Watſon Heydon 


Lord G. H. Cavendiſh Knareſborough 
William Weddell Malton 
Savile Finch Ditto 
Henry Peirfe Northallerton 
Pontefract 
Ditto 
K Richmond 
1 : , A a Di tto 
Earl Tyrconnell Scarborough 
Sir Tho. Frankland Thirſk 
Thomas Frankland Ditto 
Lord John Cavendiſh York 
Charles T urner Ditto 
David Hartley Hull 
John Lutber Eſſex 
Lg: lay alden 
X Ditto 
Harwich 


Sir Francis Drake 8 

John Durand 8 
John Amyat ] 
W. Devaynes 


Rt. Hon. Rich. Rigby 
John Baring 


4 — 3 


Francis Fane 


John Purling 
Gabriel Steward 


4. 7 
Againſt the motion, 


— 


William Ewer 
Hon. Henry Fane 


Rt. Hon. Welbore Elli 


we <4 


Hon. L. F. Carey 


John Bond E 
John Jenkinſon 

a H 

Sir John Eden R 

Anthony Eyre 1 

H 

Si. 

Le 

Li 

dit 

Daniel Laſcelles R 

Sir John Goodrick G 

Charles Melliſh He 

Charles Dundas C. 

| Wilttam Norton 1 

e Ex 

Lo 

Jol 

i Ri 

William Harvey Fre 


Hon. Rich. S. Naſſau Jol 
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For the Motion 
Sir William Guiſe Glouceſſerſbire 
Sir W. Codrington | Tewkſbury 
James Martin | Ditto 
| Cirenceſter 
"FF Ditto 
Charles Barrow Glouceſter 
Sir George Cornwall Herefordſhire 
John Scudamore Hereford 
Leominſter 
Weobly 
| Ditto 
William Plumer Hertfordſbire 
Thomas Halſey Ditto 
Hertford 
St. Albans 
Earl Ludlow Huntingdonſbire 
Huntingdon 
Ditto 
Hon. C. Marſham Kent 
Robert Gregory Rocheſter 
* Queenſborough 
Ditto 
Maidſtone 
Ditto 
Richard Milles Canterbury 
Hon. Thomas Stanley Lancaſhire 
Sir George Warren Lancaſter 
Lord Rich, Cavendiſh Ditto 


Lieut- . Burgoyne Preſton 
Sir William Meredith Liverpool 


— Ditto 

eor n Wigan 

Hon 3 — 

C. Anderſon Pelham Lincolnſbire 

Lord George Sutton Grantham 

Humph Libthorpe Boſton 

Evelyn Anderſon Grinſby 

Lord Lumley Lincoln 
Weſtminſter 

John Sawbridge London 

Richard Oliver Ditto 

Frederick Bull. . Ditto 

John Hanbury; Monmouthſhire . 


Sir Edward Aſtley 1 Norfolk 
Tho. Wenmam Coke Ditto 


W= 


James Seal 


Sir Henry Houghton 
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ſt the Motion 
. Gale 6 | 


=> 
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amuel Blackwell 
George Selwyn 


| Right. Hon. T. Harley 


Sir Richard Symons 1 
Lord Bateman 


Rt. hon. Sir W. Lynch 
J. St. Lie Daves . 


John Calverr 

Sir Richard Sutton 
Lord Hichingbroke 
Lord Mulgrave 


Sir George Wome 
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Sir Charles F redericks . 


Sir Walter Rawlinſon 
Sir Horace Mann 
Hon. Charles Finch 
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Captain Wolfe] 


For the motion. | 
Hon. Tho. Walpole | Lynn 
Criſp Molineux Ditto 
Hon. Rich. Walpole Yarmouth 
Cha, Fuz Scudamore Thetford 
OY 4 Caſtle Riſing 
Sir Harbord Harbord Norwich 
Thomas Powys | Northamptonſhire 
Richard Benyon Peterborough 
Hon, Wilbraham 
, + Tollemache Northampton 
Sir George Robinſon Ditto 
Brackley - 
Ditto 
Frederick Montagu Higham Ferrers 
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Hon. Sir Will. Howe Nottingham 
Robert Smith Ditto 
Sir — ray Retford 
George on - Newark 
Hon. Peregrine Bertie Oxford City 
Oxford Univerſity 
. Woodſtock 
Ditto 
E e Banbury 
Thomas Noel Rutlan iſbire 
f | Shrewſbury 
FF Ludlow 
Hugh Pigot Bridgenorth 
Thomas Whitmore Ditto 
George Forreſter - Wenlock f 
Biſhop's Ceſtle 
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Ditto 
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| Ditto 
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Edward Morant 5 
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Ditto 
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1 I Againſt the motion. 0 
77 Nairn and Cromartie — Campbell 
3 Peebles, &c. Sir James Cockburn, 
7 Perthſhire | en? — Murray, | 
E enfrewſhire my rawford { 
"+>: 7 3: ite t. Hon. James Stumm Wii 
„ M'Kenzie 
_ RAIDS Rotheſay Hon. Frederick Stuart . 
| + © Roxburghſhire Sir Gilbert Elliot 
| *” Rutherglen, &c. Lord Fred. Campbell . 
| 8. Stirlingſhire Thomas Dundas 
| — TP Sutherlandſhire Hon. James Wemyſs 
Wigtown, &c, Henry W. Daſhwood WF: 
March 4, 


A petition of the dealers in tea reſiding in the cities of Lon- 
don and Weſtminſter, and Borough of Southwark, was pre. © 
ſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting forth, that the illegal 
practice of ſmuggling tea is arrived to ſo great an height, 
and the increaſe of ſmugglers in all parts of the kingdom ha 
been ſo rapid for theſe ten years paſt, as to become not only 
very injurious to the revenue, but exceedingly detrimental 
to the fair trader; and that the places from whence the 
ſmugglers chiefly draw their ſupplies are Dunkirk, Fluſhing, 


Guernſey, Jery, and Gottenburgh, and from the private le 
adventures which the captains and crews of the Eaſt- Ind 
company's ſhips diſpoſe of at different places in the Engliſh 12 
channel, and alſo in the river Thames, before they can be 
cleared at the cuſtom-houſe,; and that from Dunkirk aud 
Fluſhing they ſmuggle teas into the South and Eaſt countie, . 
from 7 A and Jerſey, into the Weſtern counties, and wn 
and from Gottenburgh into Scotland and the Northern coun- - 
ties; and that the cutters and veſſels employed in this illicit 50 


trade are faſt ſailers, carrying from fifteen to thirty-guns 
ench, and frequently import ten to fifteen tons of tea, en- off 
cluſive of other uncuſtomed goods, the maſters whereof have | 
regular attendance on ſhore to receive the cargoes, who make Hof 
Ggnals; in the night to inform the crew when the coaſt i 
clear;z-/and that the cargoes being landed, are paid for it 
ſpecie or bartercd for wool, . which they carry to our naturi 
enemies, to the great detriment of our manufactories; and 
that the ſmugglers. on ſhore form themſe!ves into large bo- 
dies, from thirty to eighty men, well inounted and armtd, 
their horſes carrying from one hundred and fifty to fw 
hundred pounds of tea cach, and daringly ride through tt 
town 


1778. D E B AT E S. | 
»wns in defiance of the ny officers,” and the .dragoons 


Ives in fruitleſs attempts to ſtop their progreſs ; and, having 
ured their goods, from a correſpondence which they have 
abliſhed, not only in the ſaid cities but throughout the 
ingdom (where they have unentered houſes in which they 
odge theſe goods) the ſame are diſpoſed of to duffers, or 
bawkers, Whoſe buſineſs it is to make up the tea in parcels, 
which they carry and fell to private families at the following 


Seld by the fair trader at 

T S a a 3. 4. 6. 4. 
N Bohea tea 2 002 9 ⁰— TIF 9 
5 reen ditto 3 6 to 5 © — 5 8 to 10 0 
yon ditto 5 6 to 9 © — 10 6 to 20 0 
* engen e — $8 
re. Pouchong ditto 3 6 to 5 6 — 7 0 co 12 © 
| {caſted coffee 1 3 to 20 — 3 4t 6 0 
F. ga ditto 918 — 2 to 10 
ha hocolate LOKI, © — to 6 © 
"12 that the great difference between the above prices is ſo 
1 -ppting, that many families are induced to buy of the. 
te mugglers, their whole conſumption ; eſpecially, as ſervants 


N make a practice of procuring and ſecreting ſmug- 
pled teas, for the ſupply, not only of their own, but other 
families, within the circle of their acquaintance; and that, 
amongſt various other inventions deviſed to evade the laws 


practiſed, and leaſt liable to detection, viz. that of entered 
traders ſelling a larger quantity of tea in one day than they 
enter into their ſmall exciſe book; for inſtance, if they re- 
tail fifty pound, and make en entry of only ten pqund, they 
are enabled to take in forty pound of ſmuggled tea, or, as in 
many inſtances, ſell their permit for the forty pound of tea 
at the rate of eighteen pence per pound; fo that, when-the 
officer comes to take the account, he finds the ſtock right, 
and the book correct; and that a very extraordinary ſpecies 
of ſmuggling has been lately carried on, to an amazing ex- 
tent, by the priſoners in the King's-Bench and Fleet priſons, 
who have a continual ſupply of ſmuggled teas clandeſtinely 
conveyed to them, and, in defiance of the lav, keep open 
ſpops in the priſons for the ſale of thoſe articles, which the 
retail out to families, and employ men and women to du 
and hawk in and about the metropolis; and- that another 
grievance, which calls aloud for redreſs, is, the cane” 
0 


ho are ſent to aſſiſt them, ſome of whom have loſt their 


in force againſt theſe offences, the following is frequently 
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of cuſtoms and exciſe, and, juſtices of the peace, mitigating 
the fines from perhaps one hundred pounds to five pound 
ſterling, when tea dealers have been detected by the exciſe 
officers, and convicted on the cleareſt evidence; and that the 
petitioners have reaſon to believe, that the cutters and veſſel; 
employed in this illicit trade, after being ſeized, are reſtored 
to the maſters by the officers of the revenue cutters, and im- 
8 return to the ſame ſervice, going back to Dunkirk, 
luſhing, or ſome other foreign ſea port, in order to pro- 
cure more contraband goods, to import to this country, and, 
in caſe they are intercepted X any of the cuſtom-houſe cut- 
ters, produce a clearance from ſuch ſea port, by which 
means they obtain their diſcharge ; and that the petitionen 
have alſo reaſon to believe, that the cuſtom-houſe cutters go 
along fide the imuggling veſſels, and take only a part of their 
cargo, and afterwards fet them at liberty, by which mean 
they give the veſſels an opportunity of getting off with the 
remainder of the cargo, which they land at ſome ſmall dif- 
tance, and fet fail for more; and that theſe practices are car. 
ried on to ſuch a degree, that they are not only highly detri- 
mental to the trade and commerce of this kingdom, and the 
Eaſt-India company in particular, but alſo occaſion a loſs to 
the revenue of no leſs than 600,000/. per annum; and that the 
revenue alſo ſuffers great loſs by the injurious practice of entered 
dealers buying low teas at the different ſea- port cuſtom-houſe 
ſales, which they vend by duffers, &c. at a trifling loſs without 
permit, and, by virtue of the permit they receive from the 
cuſtoms, bring into their ſtock fine teas, which they ſell at 
a conſiderable profit into the inland parts of the kingdom; 
and that there are many thouſands of ſailors employed in 
ſmuggling, few of whom ever ſerve on board the royal navy; 
for, if they happen to be impreſſed, they generally find 
friends ſufficient to obtain their diſcharge ; but, if that trade 
was ſtopped, they would in all probability become fiſhers, 
whereby our fea coaſts would be greatly enriched, and our 
ports be able to furniſh both ſhips and men in cafe of neceff- 
ty; and that there are many thouſands of filk-weavers and 
lace manufacturers out of employ, owing in a great meaſure 
to the ſmuggling of ſilks, callicoes and laces, Fom France; 
and therefore praying the Houſe will take the affair into cot 
ſideration, and, effectually to ſtop the increafing evil, pab 
a law, with ſuch reſolutions as to them ſhall ſeem meet, to 
detect ſmugglers, and to inflict ſuch puniſhments and penal- 
ties as will for ever prevent their being guilty of the like 
1 | practices, 


ws DA Ars 


9. 
ip \&ices, ſo injurious and detrimental to the commerce and 
d venue of this kingdom. 


8 = 


Petitions from the dealers in tea, in Norwich, Lynn, 
raffham, Dereham, Aylſham, Yarmouth, Northwalſham, 
akenham, Walſingham, Wells, Colcheſter, Chelmsford, 
herborne, Shafteſbury, the Iſle of Wight, Newcaſtle upon 
yne, &c. were ſeverally preſented to the Houſe, and read; 
kewile complaining of the illicit practice of ſmuggling ; and 
aying relief. All ordered to lie upon the table, 
Adjourned to March the 8th. 
| Marth 8. 
Sir George Savilt roſe, and propoſed an addreſs to the crown, Sir George 
at an account of the produce of the funds appropriated to Sil. 
e augmentatiom of the judges ſallaties, by an act of the 
| of the late king, be laid before that Houſe, 
He ſaid the object of his motion was intended for a fur- 
er augmentation, if the funds granted at the period alluded 
would admit of it.— He ſtated the propriety of rendering 
e judges as independent as poſſible, which could not be 
e caſe, ſo long as their incomes continued ſhort of what 
as deemed a decent proviſion for a private gentleman, and 
ſiſted particularly on the circumſtance, that they were the 
ly ſet of men, who, on entering into the ſervice of the 
ablic, and a very laborious ſervice too, that did not better 
eir fortunes ;” ſo far from it, that he believed an inſtance was 
arcely ever known of a perſon being raiſed to the bench, who 
not fee] a confiderable decreaſe in his income on his pro- 
dtion, 
Lord North ſeemed to approve of the motion, and gave the Lord North. 
duſe to underſtand, though he did not expreſs himſelf in 
ect terms, that as far as his Majeſty's intereſt was con- 
med, his Majeſty's conſent would bg no impediment. 
Mr. Rice expreſſed himſelf in favour of the motion, but Mr. Rice. 
tin his claim in behalf of the Welch judges, ſhould the 
ppoſed augmentation take place. | | 1 
Sir James Lowther did not oppoſe the principle of making sir James 
ore ſuitable proviſion, but hoped the augmentation pro- Zowther. | 
ſed, would be confidered as a full equivalent of all perqui- 
s, particularly thoſe which cuftom or acquieſcence had 
abliſhed on the circuits, | 
Mr. Solicitor General denied that the judges received or took Mr. Solicitor 
| fees, but what were authorized by law, or at leaft ſuch . 
nad been eſtabliſhed by uſage, beyond the extent of legal 
mory, which wherever cuſtom could ſupport ſuch a claim, 
$ law properly ſo called. - 
ir 
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Sir J. Low- Sir James Lowther replied in the negative. Said, there 
ther. been many fees received or taken by the judges on the ci 
cuits, Which were not ſanctioned by any ſpecies. of law wha 
ever, either ſtatute, uſage, common, or cuſtomary law; ſuc 
he ſaid, were the ſums or gratuities paid on the North 
circuit, 'at Newcaſtle, Carliſle and York ; and he believed 
Lancaſter. a3Y FE: 
Sir George Savile replied ; ſaid, the preſents, perquiſites, 
fees alluded to, were either ſanctioned by cuſtom, time in 
memorial, or were given as a recompence for the addition 
trouble and expence attending the northern circuit in pan 
cular. He believed, the ſums alluded to, were at preſe 
given by the high ſheriff, to reimburſe the judges for ane 
pence incurred by a public dinner given by them to the ſhe 
and grand jury. | 
Mr. Denp- Mr. Dempfter, in imitation of Mr. Rice, reminded d 
ſer. Houſe of the propriety of making an addition to the ſallai 
of the Scotch judges, who had more to do, and were wol 
paid, than either the Engliſh or Welch. | 
Sir Roger Sir Roger Newdigate, Sir William Bagot, and one or 
Newa;zare, other members ſpoke in favour of the motion, which u 
Sc. 
agreed to. = 
The contractor's bill read a ſecond time. 
Mr. Dun= Mr. Dunning moved for the papers relating to Capti 
ning. Cruikſhanks in the year 1748, which was a to, 
W half after four the Houſe being, if poſſible, more croud 
„than on the third inftant, Mr, Fox roſe, in purſuance of 1 
notice given by him, that he had a motion of importance 
make. He opened the grounds of his motion, which, he inc 
in ſeveral reſpects, reſembled that which he had ſubmitted tot. b 
Houſe on the third ; the difference between both motions 
this; the principle was the ſame, but that the one on Wedneſii po 
was particular and ſpecific. It ſtated a fact which he was Hier! 
nogentleman in that Houſe doubted of, who had ſpent a fing 
thought upon it; nay, he would venture further; a fat (cr 
which neither of the noble Lords themſelves [North init 
Mulgrave] who fo ſtrongly combated the motion, diſbelien ul 
„that Admiral Keppel went out in June with twenty . 
of the line, though there were then twenty-ſeven certainint f 
if not thirty-two, lying in Breſt water.“ I he preſent} 
poſition was a general one; it contained matters of public 
univerſal notoriety; it called for no ſpecific or marr 
proofs, he would truſt it to the feelings and conviRion rrup 
every honourable gentleman preſent, That was the eviden ad 
he would adduce; that was the juſt tribunal he would to x 
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on rr NN which every thinking man miſt 'ſe- 
tly ſubmit to, and every honeſt man avowedly declare, he 
uſted the fate of his motion. He would not examine this 
ntleman to the number of ſhips fit for Channel ſervice at the 
he would not trouble his honourable relation to inform 
e Houſe again, how many he had under his command when 
fell in with the Licorne and the Pallas; he would not 
Wouble the noble Lord over the way [Howe] to prove our in- 
10 jofity in America; nor the whole world to prove, that we 
aua d totally abandoned our trade and commerce, conſequence 
d fortreſſes, in the Mediterranean. No, he (ſhould avoid 
ne y of theſe forms ſo' neceſſary to ſubſtantiate charges where 
ere was the moſt" glimmering ray of doubt or ſuſpenſe, or 
ſitation, whereon to hang a loop. Was that the caſe here? 
o; be was certain it was not, He ſhould hear every fact 
c argument reſorted to, but that of the terms of the propo- 
wa ion being not literally and ſubſtantially true, He ſhould 
jt hear a ſyllable of the contents controverted, but a 
al about, Why come to this vote at this time? If true, 
e danger is paſſed, Why criminate without the 
rms of legal or judicial proceſs? And above all, what mad= 
Es to come to a vote, when that very vote goes even- 
PU ny not only to a cenſure of the admiralty board, or rather 
firſt Lord of the Admiralty, but to the final overthrow 
adminiſtration, and thoſe immediately connected or depen- 
nt upon it?“ Before he proceeded further, he begged leave 
teſtify his entire approbation of the conduct of the right 
dnourable gentleman under the oppoſite gallery, Mr. Rice] 
tone his prudence, ſagacity, and foreſight. The right henour- 
le gentleman gave notice, on a former day, that he would 
Wpoſc the bill moved by his honourable friend [Sir P. J. 
lere] reſpecting contractors, but he has declined the combat. 
perceives, by the complexion of the Houſe, that a certain 
ſeription of men, who came down this day to give the 
h Miniſter their countenance and ſupport on the preſentqueſtion, 
ould with-hold it on the other.— therefore admire the 
pht honourable gentleman's prudence. It would not be plea- 
nt for the noble Lord and himſelf to remain in a' minority 
would have an alarming appearance, and might in the en 
productive of ſeveral very diſagreeable circumſtances, 
Such being the ground of public notoriety, ſuch the unin- 
100 rupted current of public fame, ſuch the ackriowledgments 
adminiſtration themſelves, that he could ſcarcely reconcile 
to reſpect for that Houſe, to go into any detailed proof what- 
er, were it not as well to ſhew what miniſters had not done, 
Vol IX, K what 
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what they had neglected, and the promiſes they had repeatedly 
made, as the means which the nation and that Houſe had pu 
into their hands, and the ſanguine expectations they had ty 
form upon ſuch means and ſuch aſſurances. 

To lay this as part of the baſis on which his motion wa 
to reſt, he begged leave to ſtate a few particular facts from tie 
papers on the table, which contained a ſeries of five years d 
peace at two reſpective periods; the one including the f 

rs following the treaty of peace, entered into at Aix-l+ 
Chapelle; the other of the five years of peace preceding the 
year 1775. Theſe he read in his place, by which it appearcd, 
that the naval peace eſtabliſhment which took place in 179 
upon an average of the five years taken together, amounted ty 
no more than nine hundred and thirty eight thouſand pound 
while the average of the latter five years amounted to ſeventen 
hundred and thirty-eight thouſand pounds per annum, ora 
encreaſe of nearly double. This then led him, he ſaid, u 
compare the expence of the navy at the commencement 
the two ſucceeding wars, to the peace eſtabliſhments alrea 
mentioned. In the year 1956, the firſt of the late war, th 
expences amounted to no more, including navy extraordin 
ries, &c. than what was voted in 1778, with this differen 
however, that the navy debt of the former period was but « 
million fix hundred thouſand pounds; whereas the navy cel 
of 1778, was conſiderably above two millions. 
hen it was in proof, as well in point of bringing conic 
tion home to gentlemen's minds, as ſupported by every mod 
adopted for diſcovering legal truth, that our peace eſtablil 
ment coft us nearly double in the latter period to what it di 
in the former; and that the whole of our naval expenditur 
in 1778, exceeded what it was in 1756, by full half a ni 
lion. | , 

If then our peacc and war eſtabliſhments, latterly, we 
ſuperior in point of expence, the next obvious conſiderati 
wpuld be, whether our naval preparation and effective ſtreng 
was proportionably ſuperior, which might be reaſonably e 
pected; or whether it was even equal, which could hard 
entitle thoſe who had the management of it to any praiſe; 
laſtly, whether it was conſiderably inferior, and furniſhed} 
cauſe for the cenſure of that Houſe, and the well-founded i 
ſentments of the people at large. 

By an authentic paper, which he had in his hand, he fat 
the line of battle in 1756, was no leſs than eighty-nine, whi 
the preſent firſt Lord of the Admiralty, the tirſt year of | 
war ctabliſhment, was not able to make out above ofa 
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lips of the line, with a very deficient proportion of frigates. 
e ſhould ſpeak more particularly to that circumſtance in his 
rther progreſs z but he could not avoid making the proper 
e of thoſe facts, thus contraſted, becauſe they went to prove 
part of his motion, which ſtated one of the grounds for de- 
ing the Houſe to agree with the vote of cenſure, that the 
ate of the navy was not adequate to the ſums voted ; 
cauſe the ſums voted during the laſt peace, were nearly 
duble to what they were the preceding, while the naval 
rce, at the breaking out of the former war, was more than 


red, n 
74 duble, to what it was at 2 
As the affertions of miniſters formed another ground of his 


tended motion, that conſideration would bring him back to 
e number of ſhips actually ready for ſea at the beginning 
the year 1778. Towards the cloſe of the preceeding year, 
December 1777, it was aſſerted by a noble Lord in the 
her Houſe; he would not forbear to name him, the firſt 
ord of the Admiralty ! It was Lord Sandwich who aſſerted, 
dt in the warmth of debate, nor in a hurry or paſſion of any 
nd, but coolly, gravely, and repeatedly, in his official cha- 
cter, that we had then thirty-five ſhips of the line ready for 
mediate actual ſervice, and ſeven more ready in a few days; 
d doubts having been ſtarted of the correctneſs of this ſtate, 
often as they aroſe, his Lordſhip followed them, with this 
ervation, ** That no perſon was fit to be intruſted with the 
nduCt of the naval affairs of this country, who did not at 
times take care to have a navy equal to cope—ſuperior— 
to the whole united force of the Houſe of Bourbon.” 
his was the language of the noble Lord in the -months of 
ovember and December 1777 ; yet, in upwards of fix months 
ter, the whole naval force of Great-Britain hardly amounted 
the number ſtated by the noble Lord; in March there were 
It ſix actually ready and collected; and even in June, when 
$ honourable friend below him failed, there were little 


eng a 
7 re than the number mentioned in December, attended with 
additional circumſtance, that, inſtead of being able to 

.. d, or being ſuperior to the united force of the Houſe of 
1 durbon, we were not, at the beginning of June and July, 
-d en equal to France alone. On the 8th of July, the French 


et, conſiſting of thirty-two ſhips of the line, with a con- 
lerable number of frigates, ſailed from Breſt ; on the gth, 
imiral Keppel ſailed with only twenty-four, though fix 
joined or followed him, between that and the 23d of the 
ie month. Ep 8 4 
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He did not confine theſe aſſertions, to the noble Lord int} 
other Houſe ; for he had heard them frequently repeated, con 
firmed, and ſtamped with the ſuperſcription of miniſterial ay, 
thority, by the noble Lord in the blue ribbon}, and very ofts 
urged and preſſed by almoſt every member and friend to 2 
miniſtration in that Houſe, | 
He was likewiſe at liberty to add, that this motion neithe 
tended to nor expreſſed any excluſive cenſure on the fi 
Lord of the Admiralty, farther than mere removal, on th 
grounds already mentioned, his incapacity or wilful negled 
the genera] cenſure was direfted to all the miniſters equal) 
If he had retained any doubt upon the ſubject, the noble Lori 
conduct on Wedneſday, put it beyond queſtion, or the le 
degree of uncertainty. The noble Lord generouſly ſtep” 
forth, with all his popularity and intereſt in that Houſe, tot 
what? To ſhield his friend, to ſhare his misfortunes, to 01 
ſcue him from his enemies, or to periſh gloriouſly in the af 
tempt. Formerly the noble Lord was content to ſhare | 
much of the blame or credit of every meaſure.—** He h 
nothing to do in any office but that in which he preſide 
He was no miniſter, but in his own department,” But no 
the noble Lord has totally changed his language ; he h 
taken at leaſt part of the reſponſibility upon himſelf, andd 
vided the reſt among his colleagues in office. Be it ſo; 
has pledged himſelf, and his cabinet friends, to all the me Ol 
ſures of the Admiralty board. The motion is framed 
cordingly. Every honourable gentleman will now 
how to conduct himſelf. If he votes for the motion, he 1 nol 

ive it his aſſent on the degree of truth which it preſents; Wi": 
he perceives its tendency, and that he ſees it involves a 
ſure upon all his Majeſty's confidential ſervants, then 
will be open to him; the queſtion will preſent fairly the 
ternative, * Are ſuch men to be longer confided in, or e 
better to truſt to further contingencies, or at once withd 
our ſupport?” The noble Lord, by his conduct, or rati dif] 
ular confidence, the laſt night, brought the point to e 
iſſue now deſcribed ; and, for his part, he was perfectly cn 
tent, as he thought it much better, reſpecting every ſide 
the Houſe, that gentlemen, when they were deſired to vo 
ſhould know the full extent the propoſition made was intel 
ded to be carried. b 

He then proceeded, to his concluſions, which were, t all 
our navy was not in a better and more formidable ſtate at! 
end of the year 1770, than in 1754 ; that in 1756, the 
pences of the navy were leſs by half a million than in 17/ 
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at in 1756 nevertheleſs, we had eighty nine ſhips of the 
ne, though in 1778 we had not more than one half the 
zumber; that inſtead of oa able to cope with, or being 
uperior to any force which France and Spain united could 
nd againſt us, we were not equal to France alone, This he 
ndeavoured to ſhew was the caſe in the month of July in re- 
pect of the home defence, of our force in America and in the 
editerranean. 

In june, and in the early part of July, we were manifeſtly 

nferior to D'Orvilliers; in the Mediterranean, the inferi- 

vrity was clearly evident, and in America Lord Howe was ö 
anifeſtly inferior to D'Eſtaign. Hence it was evident, that 

ot only the ends were not proportioned to the given means, 

but that the firſt Lord of the Admiralty and miniſters in that 4 
Jouſe had broke their word with the public, and were no : 
onger worthy of public confidence. 

He begged leave to anticipate one of the noble Lord's great 
rguments, or rather pillars of debate. Says the noble Lord, 
© | was not the author of the American war. America re- 
delled. 1 am not anſwerable for the events of the French 
var; it was the perfidy of France that made that kingdom 
abet our rebellious ſubjects. I did not encourage the Boſto- 
ians to deſtroy the tea, nor to riſe, nor to fight, to declare 
hemſelves independent, &c.” Though the noble Lord is 
onſcious that he did not take a ſingle flep through the whole 
buſineſs ; that the next, on the part of America, or France, 
was not literally foretold, which amounts juſt to this, the 
noble Lord confounds the cauſe with the effect, he preſumes 
that the effect took place before the cauſe, and the cauſe fol - 
lowed the effect, 

While he was upon this part of the ſubject, he ſaid, it would 
not be quite foreign to touch a little on the repeated aſſurances 
given by other miniſters, as well as the noble Earl, in the 
other Houſe, When the firſt diſturbances relative to the 
diſtruction of the tea ſent. to America broke out in that 
country, the noble Earl's language in the blue ribbon was, 
* Paſs the Boſton port-bill, and the neceſſities of the people 
will compel them to ſubmit,” Well, the noble Lord was miſ- 
taken, the people did not ſubmit. Says the noble Lord again, 
* Send a few regiments, and force the port-bill down the 
throats of the diſcontented and mutinous with powder and 
ball.” That recipe not proving efficacious, ſays the noble 
Lord, * We will hold out terms to them,” which gave birth to 
his Lordſhip's celebrated conciliatory propoſition. The con- 
ciliatory propoſition was however treated with the or 
I | an 
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and deriſion which it merited. It imported this; “ give u 
as much as you pleaſe, we will accept of it;“ and take af. 
terwards as much as we think fit, in addition” that is, “ gin 
us ſomething, and we will then ſcramble for as much mor 
as we can plunder you of, either by force, or ſtratagem.“ Th 
noble Lord finding himſelf baffled in all his plans, at length 
grew diſguſted — angry. The whole force of this county, 
was to be tried, the moſt vigorous meaſures were to be made; 


every thing was to be carried by the hand of ſtrength, a 
America was to be brought to the feet of Great-Britain, a 
to ſubmit to unconditional ſubmiſſion. This high, this boat. 
ful language proved as vain glorious, and the attempt as un- t 
proſperous as every other, to bully and deceive, to cheat a 
frighten, The people of America had too much good ſen F* 
and reſolution, to ſubmit to either. 1 
In theſe ſeveral ſtages, gentlemen on that [his] ſide of te 
Houſe, were not unmindful of their duty. As friends t ls 
their country, they reaſoned, they argued, they ventured u af 
predict. They did not, perhaps they could not, bring tha" 
ſpecies of proof which is required to ſupport a criminal chargy, ed 
in a court of law. They did not attempt to criminate, cen- e 
ſure, or impeach ; they ſtated the facts which they beate 
they were perſuaded of the truth of many of them; they 
reaſoned liberally, they foretold the probable conſequences, WF" 
they conjured, remonſtrated, and threatened. They un- ul 
luckily ſpoke with a prophetic ſpirit, and when every dye 
miſconduct brought us into that preciſe fituation, Wader 
openly invited the interference of foreign powers; what waip* 
the language they adopted? Take care of France and Spain; WP" 
and what were the uniform anſwers? „The finances cf Mil © 
France are exhauſted, her income is not equal to the e, 
pences of her peace eſtabliſhment. Her navy is annihilated. Wy 
She is on the eve of national bankruptcy. She is taxed to iſo! 
the utmoſt extent ſhe is able to bear. She is without in- d 
ternal reſources or credit. Spain is in a condition equally py 
imbecile, and is incapable of aſſiſting France, or of performing en 
the terms of the family compact. France or Spain, however 
well inclined, will not ſet ſo dangerous an example to thei 
own colonies ; they will not encourage, foment or ſuppoſt 
rebellion in the Britiſh colonies, left the contagion ma! Who! 
ſpread itſelf to thoſe poſſeſſed by themſelves in the new world. Nu 
But allowing the worſt that can poſſibly happen; grant ther 
they ſhould be inſtigated by motives of miſtaken policy, e 
revenge, of falſe and diſhoneſt ambition, their ſtate of weak- h 


neſs and total inability, with our decided ſuperiority, will be 
out 
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r beſt ſecurity, They know it is in our power to chaſtiſe 
em. France or Spain know better, and if they were in- 
ined to combine, or unite againſt us, they are not ſo blind, 
pt to foreſee, that ſuch a combination would, nay muſt, ter- 
inate in their ruin and diſgrace,” 


& A time however arrived, when conjecture ſtemed to re- 
5 ive ſome countenance from aàctual appearances. Mr. 
4 dean arrived at Paris in the ſummer of 1776. I happ#ned 


d be in Paris ſoon after his arrival; when I mentioned the 
rcumſtance in this Houſe, I was laughed at. The noble 
ord and his friends on his right and left hand obſerved, 
that Mr, Dean might have taken this trip for his amuſe- 
zent, or for buſineſs, or for curiofity, or at moſt in the 
haracter of a mere merchant ; in ſhort every motive was 
ſigned but the true one. All did not end here. Dr. 
ranklin ſoon followed, but miniſters ſtill continued infi- 
ls, or affected it. Said they, © the Doctor's an enthu- 
aſt, he is zealous in the cauſe, which he has himſelf pro- 
uced into being. But whatever his errand might be, figni- 
ed very little, the appearances of the court of Verſailles, 
ere ſuch as might be truſted to with ſafety ; they were of 


ard, We moſt ſacred and folemn nature. Dr. Franklin was 
ther {cated coldly, and with manifeſt negle&, nay with con- 
ce, empt. The court of France, refuſed to receive him, in a 


ublic character.“ In ſhort, the oppoſite benches treated 
en every ſuſpicion of the kind, as the mere effect of viſio- 
ry fear, or 8 in faction; till that gentleman 
Fas _ to have tranſacted buſineſs with the French King's 
MNIITCTS, 

So matters reſted, till a new ſcene unfolded itſelf, till the 
pbacco contract was publicly known and acknowledged, 
y the French court. Even then, the appearance of delu- 
on was kept up, for it could be no more, The lame and 
diculous apology made by that court, was inſtantly adopted 
y miniſters in that Houſe, © It was only a commercial 


ning ontract, dictated by neceſſity. It had nothing political in 
eve! t, nor no ſeeds of hoſtility in its nature. Tobacco muſt be 
bel gad, to ſecure to the crown one of the moſt beneficial branches 
poſt f its revenue; Great Britain could not in the preſent ſitua- 


jon of affairs, ſupply the commodity, and a ſupply muſt be 
dught, where only it could be had.“ So the deluſion was 
ept up, till the Genin of the treaty between France and 
he Congreſs delegates could be no longer concealed ; not 
hen it was known in that Houſe, for he had communicated 
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it in his place, in ten days after it was ſigned ; but whe 
the reſeript delivered by the Count de Noailles, in almof 
four weeks after that communication, rendered the further 
- concealment, totally impracticable. | Pl 

The folly, madneſs, and deluſive arts of the noble Lon 
in the blue ribbon, and of miniſters in both Houſes of Par. 
liament, was nevertheleſs exerted as ſtrongly during the in- 
termediate period, between the actual figning, and the de. 
livery of the reſeript, as at any former one. No ſud 
treaty, it was faid, exiſted. France had neither the will nor 
ability to carry it into execution.” And to conclude ti WP" 
whole of this political, farcical deluſion, they defired Par. 
hament to agree to the paſſing of certain acts, and to thi 
delegating certain powers to commiſſioners, though miniſter, 
as it has fince come out in actual proof, knew at the ven 
inſtant they propoſed them, that they muſt prove total 
nugatory, and ferve only to render this country deſpicable it 
the eyes of all Europe. 

He preſented this argument in a variety of lights, a 
drew the following inference, that miniſters acted under the 
dominion of the groſſeſt and dulleſt ignorance; and wen 
therefore, unworthy of public truſt or confidence; or fron 
finiſter corrupt and concealed motives, and further urge 

fome powerful criminal influence, operating upon thei 
minds, had wilfully mifled, and by a ſtudied ſeries of deli 
fions and a preconcerted plan of impoſitions, had impercey- 
tibly dragged, or rather allured, this infatuated country, t 
the very verge of deſtruction. 

This was a dilemma, from which neither the blind conh- | 
dence or ſtudied plaufibility, of the noble Lord in the H 
ribbon, could extricate him. The alternative was, miniften 
were either ignorant or treacherous. If ignorant, was then 
a gentleman in that Houſe, who would truſt his deareſt an 
neareſt concerns to ſuch men. If treacherous, - where wilt 
the perſon who would be mad enough, to truſt his moſt in ic 
portant concerns to men who he was perſuaded, would 6 
crifice them to their own diſhoneſt and corrupt views. 
He again returned to the ſubſtance of his motion, al 0 
entered into further particulars, in fupport of it. He d 
ſerved, that in April, France detached twelve ſhips of Ws 
line, though we were not able to detach an equal number Hon 
about the "ſame time, in the month of June, We g 
France full time to have effected their purpoſe, had not i 
elements ſo remarkably befriended us, which muſt have 
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ce deſtroyed our naval force in America; and, as the con- 
quence of ſuch an event, en her a decided ſuperiori 
the European ſeas. If D'Eſtaing had not remained 
ng in the Mediterranean, which was occaſioned by adverſe 
finds, it was probable that he would have reached the 
Woaſts of America before Mr. Byron left Plymouth. 

There were papers on the table which ſhewed, that mi- 
iſtry were acquainted with D'Eſtaing's deſtination, before 
> even failed, Throwing that circumſtance, if they were 
ble, which was the very pit of the preſent debate; why did 
hey not detach, as ſoon as the fact came to their knowledge; 
rif they were not able, which he believed was the truth, 


e Lord over the way | Lord Howe] nearly upon an equali 
ith D'Eſtaing? On the contrary, * noble * 
hance, to meet an enemy infinitely ſuperior, and the fate 

the fleet under his command, and the army of courſe, ex- 
oſed to imminent danger. 


be 1 1 enius of the noble Lord, it was true, ſtood 
„ rriralled; for by an effort, which had exalted him in the 
e 10i0n of thoſe who thought moſt favourably of him; and 
end, if poſſible, rendered him more dear than ever to his 


ateful ny ; he reſcued it from a blow, which if it had 
roved ſucceſsful, muſt have produced conſequences, which 
muſt have long felt, and which perhaps could never be re- 
ieved ; but notwithſtanding the noble Lord's unexampled 
avery and ability, had the French fleet arrived but even 
days ſooner, his experience and profeſional {kill would 
pt have been ſufficient, He muſt, with the whale of his 


ze naval power and glory of Great- Britain. ; 

Fortune indeed, had been very kind to us. We had had 
r eſcapes in almoſt every quarter of the globe. She bad 
n our conſtant attendant, The miniſtry, the laſt night, 
dmplained of ill luck; but he would balance the account 
th them on that ſcore, though he was perſuaded that for- 
ne had fairly declared on their fide, He would therefgre 
y them on the merit and wiſdom of their meaſures. The 
dble Lord already alluded to, could ſoon ſatisfy the Hoyſe 
\ that head. He could readily inform the Houſe, how in- 
nor we were to France in America, as it was now well 
nown, and acknowledged, we had been in Europe. How 
d this accord with che opinion of the noble Earl, in the 
her Houſe, who prefides at the admiralty board, that 


liniſte is head, 
ver- to loſe. bis head, who had ** i, 


hy did they not ſend out a few ſhips at leaſt, to put the no- 


ttle force, have fallen a ſacrifice, and with him, perhaps, 
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if not ſuperior to the combined fleets of France and Spain! 
That aſſertion was, and ever would be, alive in his memoy, 


Had pronounced his own condemnation z nor did he fee up 


expect, as well from the declarations of his Majeſty's mii 


incurred, for that ſervice ; and inadequate to the exigenti 
of the various ſervices for which it was the duty of his 


Lord l.. Lord Mulgrave contended, that the terms of the moi 
were not ſupported by the facts ſtated, Ia the firſt pla 
he ſaid, that it was extremely unfair and irregular to 

to matters which fell in former debates, and much mort 
to ny thing which might or might not have been ſaid, by 


Way, even as to general opinion; but when a motion 
cenſure came to be framed upon ſuch looſe, uncertain grout 
as what might have paſſed in the courſe of converſation 
debate in either Houſe of Parliament; the injuftice, as . 
as the abſurdity of coming to a vote, thus inſtructed and! 
formed, was too palpable to deſerve a fingle ſentence of a 
- madverſion. qr | | 


was, that Admiral Keppel, having but twenty ſhips of 
line, was inferior to the French tquadron. No ſuch i 
he infiſted, appeared. On the contrary, the day Adm 


that the French fleet in Breſt water did not exceed fevents 
at moſt; "conſequently when the honourable Admiral fs 
de was trperior to the ſquaqron then lying at Breſt, 
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That noble Lord had forfeited his word to the public; 


what ground thoſe who had hitherto ſupparted the preſei 
adminiſtration, could continue to ſupport them in the pur 
ſuit of meaſures which, from the very commencement, we 
impracticable; which were rendered ſtill more ſo in their pu 
greſs; and above all, how that Houſe could put a furt 
truſt in men who bad forfeited all future confidence, fra 
repeated breaches of public faith; and that in inſtance 
where the honour, intereſts, nay the very exiſtence of th 
country were moſt materially concerned, 
+ After ſeveral other arguments of leſs account, he cn 
cluded his ſpeech with the following motion, by way of tei 
lution, 1 | a 
That it appears to this Houſe, that, the ſtate of t 
navy, on the breaking out of the war with France, 
very unequal to what this Houſe and the nation were led 


ſters, as from the great fums of money granted, and dd 


jeſty's miniſters to have provided at ſo important a criſis”, 


member of the other Houſe, He ſtated the poſſibility eil 


| Ho obſerved, that the main ground of the preſent Nn 


Keppel failed | June the th] he had every reafon'to belt 


—— 


nA EY 
The next ground in point of fact, was, that Fran e was 


wally evident; for though the noble Lord under the gal- 
| rd Howe] might not have been entirely equal to 


lity was, that with the aſfiſtance of the fifties and frigates, 
would at leaſt have been able to defend himſelf till rein- 
reed, The honourable gentleman ſays, why not detach 
flier? The matter was obvious; becauſe it would not be 
udent to detach till we were ſure of D*Eftaing's deſtination, 
we had detached, and that D'Eſtaing came round to rein- 


pfite benches clamour ? You have detached, and thereby, 
ee left this iſland at the-mercy of our enemies, who are 
tei that means much ſuperior to us. In the then fituation 
affairs, he contended, ' that miniſters ated wiſely and 
adently ; that they were juſtified not to detach too early; 
at America was not without a reſpectable naval defence; 
d that, -as ſoon as Mr. Byron arrived, we had a decided 
miu periority in "thoſe parts. | "6838 ITC” 

Upon the laſt head, in point of proof reſpecting the ne- 
e& of the fortreſſes and commerce of the Mediterranean, 
ſaid, it was utterly impoſſible to provide a ſuitable de- 
nce to poſſeſſions ſo widely extended, as thoſe belonging to 
onSrcat-Britain ; that ſome muſt he neglected, and that in 
xercifing the diſcretion 1nherent in miniſters, no Blattic 


onen to places of the greateſt conſequence, in reſpect that 
ey were more vulnerable, and of courſe more likely in- 

cite an attack. 5 ee e eee 

As to the comparative ſtate of the money granted for na · 


756 and 1778, he faid, no fair inference could be drawh, 


It was well known, that the ſhips were larger now than 
the former period; that in the number there were a gf 

any ſmall fixties and-fixty-fours, that our ſeventy<fours 
ere built much larger, differing very little in point of tön- 


dt for the home ſervice, above forty- eight or forty-nine 

ds of the line, we had a very confiderable force in Ame- 
a; ſo that fairly comparing the exertions at both periods, 
© was perſuaded, that our 1 in 1778, was ſubſtantially 


perior to us in America; the contrary of which, was 


Ettaiag, before the arrival of Admiral Byron, the proba- : 


rce d'Orvilliers, then how would the gentlemen on the = 


duld be imputed to them, for having directed their atten- 


al ſervices in the two interims, previous to the breaking 
ion t of the laſt and preſent war, and the ſtate of the fleets in 


preſented nothing direct or properly applicable. 


age, from our old ſecond rates; and, that although we had 


2 equal 


75 


Lord He toe. 
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| ble, gentleman, which was not the cale ; for we had hy 
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equal to what it was in 1756; which beſides was not a fit 
way of eſtimating and comparing the reſpective means and 
exertions, . for 1750 was not the firſt but the ſecond yen 
of the war, if the facts had been, as ſtated by the bonoun. 


eighty-nine ſhips of the line, at the concluſion of the la 
War, eighteen of which had been taken from the enemy. 
r with anſwering Mr. Fox on! 
ſubjeCt of imputed good luck, for he contended, that Frang 
had. been ſaved from certain deſtruction by a ſucceſſion d 
elcapes as extraordinary as unexpected. IYOrvilliers hal 
eſcaped. from Admiral Reppel, D*Eſtaing had eſcaped fron 
the noble Lord under the gallery [Lord Howe] off Rhodd 
land; he had. afterwards eſcaped from Mr. Byron to th 
Weſt-Indies. If, however, fortune had declared in our f 
vour, which he did not recollect, in a fingle inftance, to het 
been the caſe, it was a good reaſon for not changing the pe 
ſeat adminiſtration... If, they were in luck, mp hold th 
box till they threw out. At preſent there was little proſped 
of that, for the odds, to purſue the ſimile, were-evidently | 
— 7 favour. The fuſt efforts of France were always the 
vigorous, from the nature of her governmeat; whi 
ours were always dilatory and languid, from the frame d 
our conſtitution. When that impediment was removed, 
bed aaa proved victorious. - Our force would be ever 
ay increaſing, while theirs having already attained to d 
meridian would-be on the decline. On the whole, he fl 


dhe preſent motion, as a pre-concerted attack upon admin 
W order to drive them from their places; on ie 
account, as well as for the reaſons given already, he ſhe 1 


give his hearty negative to the motion. | 
Tord Hewe ſtated the difficulty he laboured under, in » x 
manger to conduct himſelf, ſtanding as he did. He iti 
to fecond the motion of the honourable gentleman over 
way; but meant to have contented himſelf with giving 
filent affirmative to the motion, if he had not found hin 
ſelf ſo particularly referred to by the | honourable gent at 
man and the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt. 


It was well known, that adminiſtration and be had fir 
affair to ſertle;- that he had pledged himſelf to the Houle! 1 
bring on an enquiry into bis and bis brother's: condi 
There was a motion on the journals, for a cgpy. of the al 
reſpondence between, him and the noble Lord; ſecretary 
ſtate for the American department; if he ſhould, therels 


a -% 
ern. 
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fully into the queſtion naturally growing out of the pres 
t debate, it would bear an appearance of a wiſh to miſ- 
eu d thoſe who were to determine on his. conduct, than 
moch nothing could be farther from his intentions. If, on 
other hand, he remained totally unconcerned, it might 
conſtrued. into an approbation of meaſures be meant 
to ſpeak of thoſe that might or might not affect him, 
ich he was fully perſuaded were weak, incapable, and, if | 
mager permitted or purſued; muſt terminate in the deſtruc- 
oc the naval monde this n and inn of 
country itſelf. 
He-thought that the means put into the hands of b 
o ration, were ſuch as enabled them to have a much more 
pectable navy on foot, and that above all things, the 
kEditerrancan ought to have been provided for; 
proughly convinced, that it would be impoſſible at a 
ae for this country to preſerve its naval ſuperiority, while 
t ſervice. was neglected, or which was the-caſc at preſent, 
peiffparently abandoned. He was not in Europe at the time 
| matters particularly adverted to in the motion, and ſo 
alyRated' and ably enforced by the honourable gentle» 
a who made it, happened; but, in his opinion, th 
re ſo; well ſuported in fact and argument, as to j 
vote he intended to give. 
Before: he lat down, he hoped he ſhould be permittind to 
thus much: that he was deceived into his command g 
at he was deceived while he retained it; that tired and 
ruſted; he defired permiflion to reſign; that he would 
ie returned as ſoon as he obtained leave, but he cou 
ok of doing fo, while a ſuperior enemy femained in the 
merican ſeas ; that 8 as Mr. Byron's arrival removed 
impediment, by giving a decided ſuperiority to the 
itſh f he —.—— the firſt opportunity of 
t on the whole, his fituation was 
b, the Eil in the firſt inſtance, been compelled to 
en; and a thorough recollection of what he felt, and 
dat he ſuffered, induced him to decline any riſque of ever 
ung into a ſituation which might terminate in 
3 mortification, and diſguſt; Such were his 
reſpecting the motives that induced him to re- 
e and ſach for declining 
dure ſervice, ſo long as the preſent miniſters — 
ner; for paſt experience had ſufficiently:convinced him, 
befides riſquing his honour and profeſſional 3 


/ 


Admiral 


laſt but one. He contended, that the evidence 
ready before the Houſe, was fully ſufficient to pron 


for certain that Admiral Byron had gone to America, 


line within ſo. thort a period. He would, indeed, reſt i 
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he could, under ſuch counſels, render no effential ſervice 
his country. n 
Admiral Appel replied to the noble Lord who ſpa 


that the French fleet was ſuperior to ours, when he fail 
from Plymouth; and kept in port only till it was knon 


was aſtoniſhed how the noble Lord dared aſſert, againſt t 
moſt complete evidence, and in the face of the nation, th 
the Breſt fleet conſiſted of no more than ſeventeen ſhi 
of the line, when it was notorious to all Europe, that in 

very few days after he met with the Pallas and Licom 
frigates, Monſ. D'Orvilliers was ſent to ſea with thiry 
two ſail of the line. Was his ſquadron ſuddenly created 
He preſumed the noble Lord could be no ſtranger to the d 
ficulry, . the. improbability, he might add impoſſibility, 
fitting out, equipping, and manning fifteen ſail of f 


fact upon the noble Lord's own. argument, both the li 
and the preſent evening. Says the noble Lord, thirty- 
ſhips were ready for actual ſervice in November 1977, 

ſeven more in ſuch a ſtate of preparation, as to be ready 
proceed to ſea in a few days. What did the noble Li 
chiefly reſt the defence of the admiralty- board on ? 3 
that in ſeven months after, in June, we had forty-eight! 
ſorty nine ſhips: of the line, that had within thi "peri 
been, or were ready for ſea; for out of that number, 
crews: of two were ſickly, and of courſe unſerviceable 
the time; the Mars was condemned, and two others t 
undergoing a repair. So that, according to the noble Lon 
account, ſo far as effective operations at ſea were in qu 
tion, we had, in the courſe of ſeven months, been able 
add only two ſhips to our number, white he is ſo genen 
as to fi „that France could add fifteen in leis that 
month. If the noble Lord really believes what he aj 
and looks forward to the deduction which muſt imme co. 
ately; preſent itſelf from the conſideration of ſuch premii ur 
he. Mill furniſh a moſt melancholy argument to prove! 
unequal a conteſt we muſt wage with a nation, which e 
ang ment their, navy with fifteen ſail. of the line in 2 
days, while it. was with the utmoſt labour and indull 
n could add three only to our number in ſeven mont 
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The noble Lord had affected to pay him very high com- 


ments; more, he was conſcious, than he deſerved, or the 
ble Lord intended; for it was pretty evident to every 
e preſent, that his Lordſhip had taken ſpecial care to 
nd with thoſe conſtrained compliments, a certain por- 
dn of other matter, ſufficient to prevent his hearers Kenn 
ſtaking his meaning. He received his profeſſions of 
endſhip and his ungenerous and ill- founded infinuations 
th equal indifference and contempt. The enmity and 
direct miſrepreſentations which accompanied them, were 
d near the ſurface to paſs undiſcovered. He held both 
eciſely almoſt in the ſame light, he deſpiſed them equal- 
and if he had a choice, it would be his enmity and not 
$ friendſhip. | | | 
He then proceeded to ſpeak to the motion. He ſaid, 
en he fat at the admiralty-board in 1765 and 1766, a 
an was ſubmitted to the board, and finally adopted, to 
ve at all times eighty ſhips of the line of battle, with a 
pportionable number of frigates, ready for actual ſervice; 
at is, in 1 ſtate of equipment and preparation, 
ich, in che language of the navy, in times of peace, 
ounted to the ſame thing; and though this plan had 
en totally abandoned, and the fleet had been almoſt 
ally annihilated at the preſent noble Lord's coming to pre- 
e at the admiralty-board, it appeared by the 27 ſo 
ly commented upon by his honourable friend who made 
motion, that a fleet of eighty ſhips of the line, might 
conſtrufted from the very keel, launched, and at fea 
the cloſe of the year 1777 ; whereas by the noble Lord's 
n account, there were not at that period, including 
oſe in North America, Eaft and Weſt Indies, &c. quite 
ty. He might add, perhaps, not forty fit for real fer- 
e. But, beſides the deficiency in number, he was well 
wrranted in affirming, that the ſhips were not in à goot 
ndition, nor fit to bear long or difficult ſervices ; one 
at cauſe of which was, Gaps ing them in cruizes, on 
count of a want of frigates, He remembered on à r- 
dur, about five years fince, relative to à formidable ar- 
ament then aid to be going on at Toulon, and upon 
ater occaſion, when he was adviſed. with in Novembe 
[76, he took occafion both within and without . cho 
fide 


point out the want of frigates. * Nevertheleſs, though 

quarter part of our frigates were on the other 
e Atlantic, and that he preſſed the neceffity of b 
| | | ſupplying - 
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Ap 1 g chat deficiency, that part ef the ſervice Was i 

| e gur large: ſhips wert ſenz td ſea up 
exery trifling occaſion, by which, they were in a-great n 
fare; tendered crippled and unſerviceable. The expence; 
Ag N was immenſe z and, what, Was work 
whey wanted for actual ſervice, many of them were oblig 
a into dock to pair. 7 JO facts gun 10 ,m 
N 7 od anſwered, what he termed the noble Lord's lx 
und confident aſſertions, that France beiog able 10 1 
Head againſt us at all during the ſummer, campaign, 
-meioly owing to a ſeries of good fortune, Which was pr 
<d by à ſucceſſion of | eſcapes. For his part, if fortune 
luck took any ſhare in the events of the campaign, 
thought ſhe had rather declared in our favour, than in th 
* enemy. It was our luck that prevented Coy 
1 a Junge he underſtood the ſituation of gur naval 
military force, not to have proceeded to Sandy Hock, 
whos the. ſituation there, aftexwards occupied by Li 
Howe, which he ſhould have done, as by that means Is 
Howe, with an inferior force, muſt have gone for Halifg 
And the Ly as commerce, victuallers, tranſports, &c. bo 
dor New Fork, would have fallen into bis bands. 4 
Henry Clinton's army would have been ſtarved, and ce 
ohly knows what fatal conſequences both to the fleet 
Fax might bave followed. It was our luck, that when 


on his arrival at Rhode, Iſland. It y 
mural Barri n did not fall a facrihc 
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e nation had a right to expect, from the aſſertions of 
iniſters; from the ſums granted, nor to the n 
rvices miniſters. were bound to provide for.“ 

But he ever did, and ever ſhould think it the dut of 
iniſters, to provide a ſufficient naval force for the Medi- 
rrancan, In caſe of a rupture with the Houſe of Bour- 
dn, or with either of its branches, a ſquadron Rationed at 
ibraltar, would always prevent a junction between the 
ets of France and Spain, in the Mediterranean and on 
e coaſts of the ocean, Nature had ſeemed to form this, 
a barrier, which would, at all times, enable Britain to 
vide their power; becauſe, whether they attempted. a 
flage from the Mediterranean, or from the ocean, into 
e latter, either force muſt be equal, or ſuperior to the 
ritiſh fleet; and the enemy, till united, though greatly 
perior, muſt engage upon terms not at all adequate to 
eir ſtrength. 

Upon theſe. conſiderations therefore, he thought it highly 
cumbent upon this country, to have at all times a fleet 
ſtationed at Gibraltar, or in its vicipity, as to prevent 
junction between the fleets of France, in the ſea and in 
e ocean; and likewiſe, as circumſtances might render it 
ceſſary, the fleets of France and Spain united, 

On the whole, he prononunced the admiralty-board to- 
ly negligent, .mifinformed, and _— way unequal to the 
Iminiftration of the naval affairs of this country. 

Mr. Adam ſaid, the facts ſtated on both fides were s 
ametrically oppolite, that it was impoſſible to come to a 


ticularly a vote of cenſure or removal, which was to 
Fe an abſent perſon, and in ſome reſpedts, all his Ma- 
y's confidential ſervants, The facts ſtated in the pre- 
ding debate, were of that nature to authoriſe a direct ne- 
tive or affirmative, becauſe there wds evidence before the 
ouſe, which the Houſe was competent to decide upon, 
ger or not the force was ſuch reſpectively at ſuch a 

in the month of June. The. vote nom propoſed, 
eſented no ſuch degree of certainty; It embraced a va- 
ty of objects, not one of which were in proof; and im- 
ied a 2 upon preſumed acts of negligence: or ert- 
inality, They might be truly tated, our force might 
dt be adequate to what that Houſe were led to expect 
om the declarations of miniſters, to the ſums expended, 
to the important crifis of affairs, which moſt certainly 
Vor. XI. M miniſters 


Mr, Adam. 
die one way or other without hazard of error in juſtice, 


g 
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6 believe was certainly due, he would move the previa 


Sir Horace 
* 


conſciences of the Houſe, to come to a vote, which, ift 


chat day arrived, that the proofs of their innocence or gi 


that of coming to a precipitate vote of cenſure, with 
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miniſters were bound to provide for; but 'was there a 
of thoſe different charges, ſufficient to ſatisfy wl 


meant any thing, imported a criminal cenfare ? Beſide 
he had another motive for wiſhing to put off the decifi 
at preſent, by the way of the previous queſtion ; becauſ 
if the motion ſhould receive a direct negative, it wor 
put an end, during the remainder of the feffion, to d 


—_— ; 

He had ſtrong reaſons to believe, that adminiſtration v 
both negligent and criminally culpable ; but belief only g 
hoſe opinion, was not ſufficient to determine a vote, whid 
implied a ſpecies of condemnation, which might probabj 
lead to much more fertous conſequences than mere remoy 
He believed, there was good grounds for a thorough inn 
ſtigation of the conduct of miniſters, and that it calls 
loudly for enquiry. He thought they had been ſhameful 
remiſs in duty, and he truſted a day would come, when th 
would be called to a ſoleinn account. But he hoped, whe 


would be made to appear in a regular and ſatisfactory mannt 
and that nothing would be received upon truſt, whit 
might operate towards their condemnation or acquittal, 

| Fo avoid, therefore, the extremes equally to be avoide 


ſuitable proof, or of acquittal, where blame he had reakt 


queſtion, which would leave the matter ſubject to futi 
revifion "and examination, and prevent the queſtion fm 
N e negative, which, from the circumſtane 
alre y mentioned he ſhould” be ſorry to ſee take effel 
His motion for the previous queſtion was not ſeconded. 
Sit Horace Mann ſaid, he entertained very different id 
from the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt. © The b 
noufable gentleman faid, that he had voted for the prop 
firion on” n Lo third) becav(e, that i 
evidence before the Houfe, of the facts ſtated, were ſo 
proved to his ſatisfaction, as to juſtify his vote; but tif 
chere being no evidence of the vote propofed by the honou 
able gentleman who made the preſent motion, he mi 
withhold” his aſſent. Now, for my part, che ground on 
the gentleman's diſſent and aſſent have ſtruck me in a d 
rent manner; for though I voted againft the motion 6 
Wediefday might, 1 find my felf bound to give my . 
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ent to chat now moved. It contains matter of public 
toriety, as well known without this Houſe as within; 
welt known to all Torge, J am ſorry to ſay it, as to 
Britiſh Parliament. It talks of the expectations of 
Parliament and nation upon the aſſurances of mini- 
rs, Is there a man in this Houfe, who doubts fuch aſ- 
ances were repeatedly given? But ſuppoſing there had 
t one been given, does that exonerate minifters from 
ir duty and reſponſibility ? Would it be an apology for 
m to plead, that they were not bound to a performance 
their truſts, or to attend all in their power to the pre- 
vation of the ſtate, becauſe they had not added verbal 


ad a fingle conſideration on this part of the ſubjeR, 
ugh I have perccived, that, the noble Lord who ſpoke on 


tion of miniſters ſolely. reſted upon it. Wnt onthe 
Hut the real ſubject matter of this debate depends upon 
mething more than yague promiſes. or looſe, aſſertions, 
ade in either this Houſe or the other. What have been, 
ſums-granted ?, What has been our ſtate of preparation? 
2s our navy been adequate to the ſervices miniſters, from 
ir public reſponſibility, were bound to provide for? 
re lies the true iſſue; what miniſters have done, not what 
promiſed; what they were bound to perform, not 
at they ſaid they would do, I ſay no. I appeal to the 
lings and, conviction of every independent man, on every 
le of the Houſe. I appeal to the nation; I might, with - 
t being juſtly charged with abſurdity, extend the appeal 
7 is iſland, and appeal to all Europe. 
would recommend to gentlemen to conſider our rela- 
e ſituation, in ręſpect of the reſt of Europe, I would 
ve them reflect on the rank we hold among nations of the 
t claſs, if not the firſt ourſelves, within that deſcription; 
nfeffing or yielding to none as our ſuperior. | I would wiſh 
1 to conſider what has been and is looked upon to 
the ſource of our power and greatneſs : our trade and 
mmerce, the conſequent number of our ſeamen, and 
Ir naval ſuperiority, which all inſeparably give us riches 
d power,” and * thing derived from an extenſive 
mmerce, numerous 
ons; and the means of retaining and protecting them. 


ourſelves? Not among the firſt powers of Europe, 
M 2 , far 


omiſes, to more emp Fogagements It is abſurd to 
n 


other fide, laboured this circumftance, as if the juſtifi- 


pendencies, and tranſmarine domi 


rip us of our marine pre-eminence, and where muſt we 
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far from it. Many countries, exceed us infinitely in extent i 
8 others in Native. Part and perhaps manufy 
ay A We, ould ever even, come to an equal 

ö ur proper © ement, with any other power, our, j lmpy 
ce. 171 5. jp ing.) we, . polleſs, out of this ill 
1 be. be held by ; a very recarious. tt tenure, nd, our influeg 
onſequence among the great powers o Europe muſt i 

part with the cauſe which chiefly created j Mei 

vi t ſpeak from mere Fa 7 wy | was bn be e cont 

Nt! the ſummer nay Yeh and a Yi ana whe 
Wh ount of the engagement of the 25th ly reach 
that inal, I happened to be at 4 5 e well in 
dined towards the nterelth of this coun ry, which they Hin 
proved to my own 18 7 a Pais ofances, and thy 
p occaſions too, in , which temprations "bad be 
town out, in order to warp ' 7 af poſition t6 our prejudi 
One in particular, while J was thete, relative to Ppropoſiria 
made by. one of the Congrefs delegates, relative rq'the 'o 
ing a trade between our ſubjetts Th America, and the 

veen's 'Jominions in the Netherlands, which was 5 
with chat indifference and contempt, I hope ſuch 
will ever meet with, vhen tnade by belles! / fitbjeQts, 5 
ibg the conſtitution and government, Wige are bout 
by every tie of gratitude and obedien et. 

I mention this circumſtance, as well ne the diſp 
ſixion of the court where I was, when an #ccount of the 
fair of the 25th of july reached me, as to ſhe w) that'th 
— txpreſſed: on the oceaſion by that Court, were the 

ffſpring of amity and good win, 2 apply dire) Lat 
cheſubje of the preſent debate. 

What was the impreſſion that narrative e. Abe 2 
of Miesen Neard it with aſtoniſnment. Their ſentiments ꝶł 
corded exactly with theſe ideas I have ſtated. They im sgi me 
Great ritain lords paramount of the ocean, and invincible ii 
ſen q and they looked upon an undecided conteſt, or dri 
ny of duch evil conſequences to Great Britain, as t. 
to che little ſhort of actual defeat; and did not 
ä —. „ that if once the empire of the ocean came 70, 
be ie diſputed by France, or any other nation, Brita 
wouli/ſhortlyibe diſrobed of her power and greatneſs, whi 
muſt:deereaſe in proportion as her naval glory grew leſs ſp DV 1 
did dr ſhe petmitted a rival to ſhare it with her. equ 

desen dir, with the notoriety of the ſacts on which in 
us © fpppered, are my reaſons for giving my hearty 


3 ta it. I have forbotne entering into detail, ur 
ta 
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ake the whole matter as it preſents itſelf to . and as it 
ſtruck all Europe, Miniſters have been to blame to'truſt 
an equality; che Mediterranean ſhould be providet 5 | 
| 


e terms of the mdtion; therefore I ſhall conclude With 


85 that the fleet of this country | was not adequate the; 


5 
4 Jervices His $ Majeſty" $_ miniſters were bound. de fer —— 


Temple Lugtr rell, laid, that althou gh, after "the for“ Hon. Tom- 
W aten in navy 7 ber 1705 3 
i 1 50 195 be ed he would riſe to trouble gentleme | 
r ſothe 15 th. Ka on the very San dene and 50 
5 7 00 now introduced, yet he on all occaſions diflik 
5 upon, ſuch ſubjetts, where figures and dry matte 7 
; WET: © Nec xy, and which the a of that Ho 
1 neyer reliſh, elpecially when ſuch dull work inter oy 
th. the more Aich ase wers of oratory- - with florid 
Jamation, - with inuendos and ſarcaſms, or thoſe 
15 Flies | for .w 11 5 the noble Lord in the blue ribbon 
o famous in a fu ate an aa 95.566, wen 
(CT import. 
He. thought the Hireſt v way to diſcuſs this buſineſs, v which 
ainly, tended. to Jenn the firſt Lord of the Admĩralty 
, to conſider of the means that have been put in that no- 
Lord's hands, for maintaining and pes the navy, 
| to ſee how, theſe means have been appl ied; compar 
management with that of his predecel ors in office, . 
pparing.alſo his offieial declarations in the face of the le- 
llature and the nation with the actual fate and condition 
the royal fect, Lord Hawke preſided at the admiralty+ 
ard during the years 1767, 1768, 1769, 1770; che naval 
ants of parliament in his ume for the peace-cftabliſhiment- 
he annually; to about 1, 6 50,0001.” and the exceedirigs.on 
debt of the navy, excluſively of the intereſt aceumulat- 
g thereon, did not amount, communibus ans, to forty thous: 
id pounds. The laſt year of Lord Hawke's naval admi- 
fixation was indeed more expenſiue; fot in September 
70, 8 were made for a war with Spain 3 and by: 
r 1t appears, from the navy-oand ac. 
ſits, there were 13,00 men raiſed more than had been 
ided for by parliament, beſides an 1 
<quipping very numerous ſquadrons of ca 1 to be in 
1 aineſs for action if r noo At he hey, inning of Ja 
7 iy 175 1, the Earl of Sandwich ſucceeded Lord e's 
4 found 28,00 ſeamen and marines, and eighty-one ſall orf | 
ta the 


iz commiſtion, However, as 40,000 men, at a ſum not q 
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the Kno of battle, whieh only waited - to receive their wy 
complements, and to be compleated with thoſe naval ftory 
of which there was plenty in the ſeveral dock-yards. A fon 
night after Lord Sandwick took his ſeat at the admiralty, th 
convention to reſtore peace between Great-Britain and Spa 
Was ſigned in London by Prince Maſarano and Lord Rod 
ford, which rendered it expedient to reduce our naval charge 
and to diſmantle the greater number of our men of war tie 


cecding 41. per month each man, had been voted by Px 
liament the preceding November, neither the admiral 
nor the treafury judged it neceſfary to be ſpairing of e 
pence ;* fo that in the firſt" year of the noble Earl's n 

government, there was, iſſued for the navy from the treaſui 
board no} leſs a ſam than 2, 880, oool. and upwards, over at 
above 200,000. given by the Houſe of Commons in u 
ear te diſcharge fo much of the navy debt. And the flat 
of the navy debt on the journals for the years 1770 and'1711 
prove, that no part of that enormous ſum went towards d 
debt contracted under Lord Hawke ip the year 7119. In 
allow; that about 100, pl. was at that time expended in n 
pleniſhing the ſeveral ſtore - houſes confumed by the fired 
Portſmouth ; after which, the docks, the magazines, and ſbi 
ping; were perhaps altogether in a far better ſtate than 
any former æra of our nayal hiſtory, During the yea 
1772, 12973, and 1774, which were prior to the Ameri 
diſturbances, the ſupplies of Parliament for the navy we 
large; beyond any precedent of peace eſtabliſnment; . 
debts* contrafted were at the ſame time beyond all bound 
for a proof of which Mr. Lutterell ſaid, he wiſhed gentleme 
to look at the debt of the navy on the journals as it ſtood Dt 
cember 1772, Mr. Lanterell then faid, that he fhou}d r n 
enter much upon the extra-charges of the navy fince Mn 
commencement, of the civil war with America, becauſe Men 
coult#nor'do it, with the ſame precifion, nor comparative cle; 
mate. He might be told (and perhaps juſtly ) that this wal 
was of an unprecedented nature, and attended with cha me 
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, EIrappears by the journals, that Lord North iſſued upwards of i 
pounds per head a month, to the admiralty, for pay ing the ſea ina 
thatiyear, though the vote of Parliament ſays '** a ſum not exce un 
ing Ale per month be granted-;” this ſtep of the treafury is with 20 

preden t. ** L. n i a « 
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nich ne ver could occur before; and for his part he had al- 
ys fubſcribed to that old adage, that ©© war is at all times 
monſter of ſuch an appetite, that tis impoſſible to gueſs 
hat he may devour,” However, no perſon will be bold 
dugh to deny, chat Parliament has implicitly granted hat- 
er monies have been aſked by miniſters for the ſervice of 
navy; but, Sir, has it been faithfully applied to the uſes 
r which it was allowed? Certainly not. Immenſe eſtimates 
e been given in and voted for repairing ſhips yeat aftet 
ar, to the amount of ſome hundred thouſand pounds, which 
ps have never been touched; the Hero, the Dragon, the 
rogant, and others, which we have ſo often been told were 
forwardneſs, and nearly finiſhed, and on the faith of which 
cial aſſertion we ſupplied ftill further ſums, are not one 
them, even at this day, fit for ſervice, nor has the money 
n laid out on them, nor any one of them. | 
he only article in the navy magazines that has been conſi- 
ably added to by the preſent miniſters, is the article of fo- 
zu timber, in contracts for which they have been ſufficiently 
ih; but, Sir, it is to the deſtruction and not the preſerva« 
IN of your navy that foreign-timber has been introduced 
ferably to our Britiſh oak; ſuch contracts may indeed 
ich a few individuals here, and may enrich the towns of 
men, Roſtock, or Stettin; but the wood is of a bad qua- 
7, and ought not to be uſed at all. Britiſh timber thight 
t been obtained, and the proper methods of ſeaſoning and 
ſerving of it been thoroughly known, if due attention had 
paid to ſd eſſential an object. bn 
s the noble Lord, who is peculiarly an objeft of our con- 
oration today, was pleaſed, in another place, to comment 
dit certain arguments uſed by me in this Houſe during a for- 
r navy debate, I may be allowed to offer a few obſervations 
dn his reaſoning, His Lordſhip + maintains, that the navy- 
enditure is at this day pretty nearly the ſame as in former 
ts, ſo far back = he) as the Protectorate In 16:1. 
w, Sir, what reſemblance may be found between the nav y- 
mates of chat æra and thoſe of the preſent, I am at a loſs 
diſeover. The pay of your ſeamen, which at the begin- 
of the Protectorate was from thirteen ſhillings to fix- 
1 ſhillings per man, is now higher by one third. The 
nary and extraordinary of the ſervice, which in 1779 
dunts to near a million ſterling, came exactly to the ſum 
20, oool. and the noble Lord who breaks up the King's 
by ſcores, at his own pleaſure merely, who ſells them 
vhicl P aerei) wh 
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when and for what ſums he pleaſes; now and then n 

purchaſing them at above double the price they were { 

for; 1 1 ay, the noble Lord might have learnt, that int 

tippe of the Protectorate, the Commons conſidered in con 

mittee on the propriety of _— a ſingle man of 

(the Dreadnought) and when the Commons had approved 

ir report, they ſent to the other Houſe for its concurreng 

A certain naval miniſter in this Houſe [ Mr. Ellis, treaſun 
of the navy] is continually referring us to examples of a 
ther . reigns of Charles II. and King 

liam ; let us ſee if either of thoſe will warrant the preſs 

miſconduct. Tha former of the two was indeed ſufficient 

. corrupt and prodigal, during the firſt Dutch war: upon 

enquiry into the ſtate of the navy, there was diſcovered a co 

fiderable waſte of the public monies, the treaſurer of the n 

vy's account ill kept, and many ſums paid into his han 

totally unnoticed, He was puniſhed accordingly. In d 

ſecond war againſt the republic of Holland, our maritimeg 

fairs were ſtill worſe conducted, under the government of th 

flagitious ſet of miniſters called the Cabal, who prevail 

upon their ſovereign to rob the Exchequer, and to ſuſpen 

by virtue of his regal authority, the operation of an aft 

Parliament for the better regulating and manning the ro 

fleet. But the miniſters who compoſed that Cabal at len 

met with their deſerts, and their impeachments upon ent 

journals might well be held up in terrorem to thoſe who u 

occupy their places in the ftate, and who approach to © x 

nearly, if not altogether,” to their meaſure of guilt. He 

ever, King Charles II. at length owned his faults, er 

in a ſpeech to his Parliament uſed theſe words, I have! 

been as good an huſband of my people's money as 1 ought 

have been, nor as I am reſolved to be in forure,” air 

Houſe of Commons during the remainder of his reign, td 

care that the money for the. navy. ſhould be applied tom 

ſpecific purpoſes for which it was granted, under ſevereꝶ 

nalries, aſcertaining the rates of ſhips of war to be built 

the royal-navy, with their tonnage, and price to be given unc 

ton, &c. In proof of this Mr. Lune referred to the m 

grants for 1675, and 1676. | 
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*- on Lord Sandwich's ſpeech i the Houſe of Lords this ſeſſion» ne. 
T Brilliant frigate, . 5 
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And here he took occafion to ſhew, that many articles in 
ip-bulldingb ſtoring, &c. ought to be cheaper to the publie 
theſe days, than they were a century go but explained 
* the "Houſe that he meant before the loſs of our American 
onies, which uſed to ſupply us with tar, turpentine, 
ats, Kr, He then took a ſhort view of the navy, dufi! 
e reigns of I RR, Queen Anne, and George . 
doing that the Houſe of Commons had held it their in- 
penſible duty, from time to time, to inſpect ſtrictly the 
y accounts, correct miſmanagement, puniſh delinquents, 
inthe years 1710, and 1711, and obtain from the crown di- 
tions for the 1 to retrench the nary ge 
s in the year1699, and 1700, under Sir George Rook.) He 
en defired the Clerk to read the ſpeech of King George I. 
ober 19, 1721, in which the King complains of the weight 
the navy-debt as a fignal detriment to his government, 
d ro the public credit; yet the navy-debt, which is now 
eiß e millions and upwards, and which will, eight months 
nce, amount to at leaſt ſeven millions, was then but 


—_—rtcr in his day) moved for an exact account of this debt 
ade laid before Parliament, he was ſeconded by the mini- 


ger bimftlf [Sir Robert Walpole] who agreed that Parlia- 
nt could not juſtify it to themſelves nor to their confti- 
ents, to give away the public money blindfold; but he 


d the 600,000]. in addition, which had been accumulating 
er ſince 1714, to that time, being ſeven years, was chitfly 
cafioned by a greater number of ſeamen having been em- 
pyed'm' the Mediterranean and Baltic, during the war with 
ain and Sweden, than had been provided for by Parlia- 

vt at ql. per month each man, and the remainder accrued 
0 On theintereſt on navy and victualling bills; but he pledg- 
himſelf rothe Houſe that not a ſhilling had been advanced 
the navy, but what had been expreſsly approved of, and 
und neceſſary by the Houſe, oo Oh 
Mr. Lutttrett: dwelt upon tis point, which, he ſai hap 

ned at a time that the preſent treaſurer of the navy was the 
leved) in Parliament, in order to convince the Houſe, that 


ſes of the grant. He next took a view of the late feige. 
d plainly demonſttated, that enquiries were, from ſe 
Vor. XI. N fron 


100;000l,/ and when Sir Joſeph Jekyll (a moſt reſpectable 


gged leave to aſſure the Houſe, that of 1, 00, oool. no Teſs = 
an 1, 100, oo0l. had been incurred during the late reign, 


ich due œconomy, the 41. per month each man was, in 
ne of peace, almoſt, if not entirely, ſufficient for the pur- 
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ſion to ſeſſion, had in the Houſe of Commons, as to the; 
plication of the monies allowed for the + jm fleet, and li 
conſtantly demanded and granted (fo differently from 
modern policy and projects of minifters) of the ſhips af 
ally in commiſhon, with their number of men reſpectiu 
ſtations, &c, which being produced to the Houſe in the ſub 
vent years, could give no infomation to the enemy with 
the poſhbility of miſchief. He inſtanced the years 17g 
1741, and 1742, particularly two orders of the Houle 
Commons in 1741, which was in the mid{ of a foreign wif 
But before. he concluded he would indulge the honoun 
member who ſpoke on the navy bufinels a few nights 
[Lord Mulgrave] with a comparative view of the navy int 
years 1759 and 1778, which the noble Lord had only {light 
touched upon, For in 1759 (the moſt glorious period oft 
moſt glorious maritime war this country was ever engat 
in) 60,000 ſeamen and marines were voted in Parliame 
the numbers aQtually raiſed, as we find by the book on ya 
table, were 80,000 at a medium. We had fixty-five ſal Wha 
the line of battle in the ſeveral ſquadrons of North Amend 
Jamaica (under Admiral Cotes); Leeward Iflahds (und 
Commodore Moore) ; Eaſt Indies (Sir George — J 
Mediterranean (Admiral Boſcawen) ; and upon cruiſc oe 
convoys; we had, beſides that :umber abroad, twenty-ſe 
fail of the line at home; in all, in June, 1759, in comm 
fion and actually fit for ſea, ninety-two men of war of ! 
line, befides ſtore ſhips and hoſpital ſhips, twenty-three ſi 
of 50 guns, fifty-four frigates of 32 guns and upwards, 
forty-two ſixth- rates. In June 1778, we had on foreign 
tions, twenty-ſeven of the line (including Byron's ſquad er 
and at home twenty-two of the line, excluſive of ſtoreſſi 
and hoſpital ſhips, in commiſſion, and actually employ 
about thirty frigates of 32 guns and upwards, fourteen ly 
of 50 guns, and forty fixth-rates. The grants for the navy! 
1759 were about 3, 700, oool. and the debt in addition 
1,624,000]. the grants for the navy in 1778 were abt 
4, 1c, oool.“* and the debt in addition is 1,764, oool. ſo 
the navy laſt year coſt above half a million ſterling m 
than in the year 1759 ; and it is to be remembered, that, 
cording to the returns of the navy-office, there were ab 
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* See the ordinary and extraordinary of the navy, for the y 
1759, and 1778, | 5 | 
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thouſand men in pay in the year 1759 more than in 
he os. In 1759 your 74 gun ſhips were allowed 650 men, 
d 8 now their cftabliſhment is lowered to 600 men. 

m. r. Luttrell concluded with ſnewing, in oppoſition to Lord 
a grave's ſtate of the two fleets on the 27th of July laſt, 
+ the French fleet, notwithſtanding our ſuperior- number 
ut 


ec-decked ſhips, was in fact as ſtrong as that under 
iral Keppel. Hz likewiſe made ſome animadverſions 
n Sir Richard Worſley's aſſuming the character of an in- 
Wendent country gentleman.] Before he ſat down, he 
rely cenſured adminiſtration in having contracted for 24 
28-gun ſhips theſe four or five years laſt paſt, and not 
ig provided the larger frigates of 32 and 36 guns, which 
ini e the moſt uſeful in a French and Spaniſh war,; he obſerv- 
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ig that only one frigate of that deſcription is to be launched 

of he courſe of the current year; and he exhibited, in very 

gie ming colours, the preſent condition of our fifth and ſixth- 

nei ſhips, deficiency of naval ſtores, maſts, &c. 

| J ir Richard Worſley took notice, that the honourable gen- sir Richard 


er ription of men in that Houſe, among whom he wiſhed to 
una himſelf; and whom the honourable gentleman had de- 
ded as coming down to the Houſe that day, to give their 
ort to the miniſter, The honourable gentleman faid, 
ook an opportunity of reminding the country gentlemen, 
7 miniſters had'deceived them ; how they had promiſed an 
erican revenue and unconditional ſubmiffion; but that in- 
d of performing their engagements, had relinquiſhed the 
It diſtant thoughts of either. He could anſwer for one, 
n doubted not but it was the caſe of numbers of gentlemen 
ſent ; that he recollected every one material meaſure, that 
propoſed, the circumſtances which made them neceſſary, 
accompanied them; and he could ſafely lay his hand upon 
heart and affirm, that he never gave a vote upon any one 
thoſe meaſures, that he repented of; or that he would no 
at, under ſimilar e en ; 


me ears 1750 and 1778, he had an authentic paper in his 
d, which he believed would appear deciſive to the Houſe. 


„ 1 


Clerk of the Board of Green Cloth, with a ſalary of 1000l. 


N 2 _ It 


aan who made the motion, had alluded ang to a Worſley. 


r. Grenville ſaid, as to the main fact on which the mo- Mr Ga- 
| turned, that of the comparative ſtates of our navy, in w# 
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0 ſucceed them; but he could not avoid giving his publi 


: ting an end to the firſt complaints, by opting meaſures Wo « 
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ft was copied from the papers of an honoured and moſt de 
relation He to mean either his father George Ge, 
ville, or Lord Temple his uncle, who was in 1756 tuſt Ly 
of the admiralty.] The fact was, that the Britiſh navy cot. 
ſiſted of above one hundred and thirty ſhips of the lin 
and an hundred and fifty frigates, in the year 1756; 8 
which eighty-nine of the line, with one hundred and tu 
frigates were actually fit for ſervice ; ſixty of the line dt 
tached in ſquadrons, convoys, ftations, &c. and the en 
mainder retained for home defence. He ſaid, be the cﬆ# 
of the preſent motion what it might, he was determined t 
remain in his preſent ſituation. He was convinced a cha en 
of meaſures, and of courſe of men, was become neceſſary en 
he would not take a place under the preſent adminiftratio 
nor under whoever might be called by the voice of the natia 


teſtimony that he thought the preſent miniſters were I 
| Jonger deſerving of national confidence. | 01 
e honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, had faid, h 


gave his confidence to adminiſtration. He could ſay the am ene 
e honourable gentleman had voted in ſupport of adm r 
firation ;. ſo had he. The honourable gentleman till g 
them his confidence and ſupport, he never repented of 
vote he gave them, nor had given one, that he would nal": 
again repeat, The honourable gentleman declared himſelf 
country gentleman. He hoped both from his independa 
Views 1 articular ſituation, he had a claim to be ent e) 
in that glatt - but whatever fimilarity there might ſubſiſ 

other reſpetts, their preſent ſentiments very widely differe 
He was now convinced, that the meaſures reſpecting Ant faid, 
rica were wrong at the outſet ; that they were worle cat 
ducted, that inſtead of reſting the claims of this coun 
over her colonies, on grounds truly conſtitutional ; we 
ſet up demands, which if attended with ſuccefſes, muſt hat 
terminated in tyranny and oppreſſion. That inſtead of pu 


rinafion, and of a lenient nature, we increaſed the pub 
diſcontents, and irritated and inflamed 5 that when thin 
aroſe afterwards to the alarming . 9h they did, we fed 


diſeaſe by weak and irreſolutè meaſures, inſtead of a0, F 
with-vigour; and that finally, when we reſolvcd to acc ber 
conduct, which if proper or neceſſary at all, ſhould en 
taken place much earlier, we found ourſelves totally ina 4 


quate to the taſk, and were afterwards compelled wa. 
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e terms, and thoſe too of the moſt humiliating and diſ- 
ceful nature, which, confidering the time they were of- 
ered, and the other concurrent circumſtances, which were 
be cauſe of ſuch conceſhons, ſo derogatory to the honour 
ad moſt eſſential intereſts of this country; they were, it 
night well be expected, rejected with the contempt they de- 


rve | 
My, Grenville again reſumed the conſideration of the queſ- 
e eon before the Houſe, and ſaid, he ſhould be forry to treſ- 
as on the patience of ſo full an affembly, to prove what 
ad already been demoſtrated ſo ably by the honourable 
rentleman who made the motion; and which, by way of 
ontraſt, he begged to obſerve, called for fo little ſupport. 
In thoſe ideas, he ſhould fit down with declaring, that 
ry part of the honourable gentleman's propoſition, met 
is moſt hearty aſſent and approbation. 


oved the previous queſtion, that there was no evidence be- 
dre the Houſe, to juſtify the preſent propoſed vote; but con- 
ended, that giving a negative did not preclude the Houſe 
from entering into an enquiry hereafter. The charges were 
rect; they were matters worthy of public conſideration, and 
dyoht to be enquired into, and he was ſure would be en- 
red into, The previous queſtion was therefore unneceſ- 
4 on that ground. Facts were ſtated in the motion which 


nde not a tittle of proof to ſupport them conſequently till 
rale ey were proved, the moſt regular and parliamentary mode 
lie —— was to meet them with a direct negative. 
Fere 18 Lordſhip anſwered ſeveral parts of Mr. Fox's ſpeech ; 


laid; he did not build upon his larity, or parliamenta 

nfiuence, in order to ſhield the firſt Lord of the — 
What he faid the other night, proceeded from motives of 
ſunee. The firſt Lord of the admiralty was no more cul- 
pable or oenſurable than any. other of his Majeſty's confiden- 


pan ſervants, The cenſure, if due at all, was equally due 
res every other member of adminiſtration, as well as Lord 
uli endwich. He had but one voice in determining meaſures 
hinge! ſtate, and was therefore no further reſponſible than for 
d ut came to his individual ſhare, | 

Qt His Lordſhip then read the motion, and endeavoured to 


bew, that no part of it was ſupported by fact. In anſwer 
to the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, that our force 
n 1756 confiſted of eighty- nine ſhips of the line, he inſiſted 
that it was no more than ſeventy-one, whereas, the preſent 
| 3 force 
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Lord North agreed with the honourable gentleman hold Nenb. | 


- 
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force amounted to eighty ſhips of the line, He proceededy 
the other parts of the propoſition, in the ſame manner, wy 
met every ſingle fact with a contradiction. 

His Lordſhip laſtly replied to Mr. Luttrell, and enten 
into a great variety of computations, in which was includy 
the whole queſtion relative to the grants for naval ſervice; 

the manner of voting them, and making up the account, 
, of paſſing thoſe accounts at the office of the auditor of the 
exchequer ; of the incurring the expences under the ſever 
heads of expenditure, as, well thoſe voted by eſtimate, 
thoſe coming under the deſcription of extra ſervices or nay 
debt; of the requiſitions to the board of treaſury, and the 
warrants ſued to the treaſurer of the navy, &c. 

After having walked over this beaten field, for neat 
three quarters of an hour, he replied to ſeveral parts of the 
ſpeechesof Lord Howe and Admiral Keppel. He ſaid, the noble 

Lord had expreſſed an intention of retiring from the ſervice, 
He confeſſed, he was ſorry for it, becauſe he was well col. 
vinced of his great profeſſional ability, as far as he might 
preſumed to have an opinion on the ſubject; but at the 
ſame time, he declared, he was totally unconſcious ur 
any cauſe of diſguſt had been given to the noble Lord, It 
there had, he could truly affirm, that he had no hand in 1. < 
miniſtring it; and he was perſuaded, that every one of hy 
Majeſty's confidential ſervants, were equally blameleſs. He 
was ſure, that they entertained the higheſt reſpect for hin 
as an officer and a man; and they might well be chaque 
with all the folly and incapacity laid at their door, if they 
could have entertained a defign, or entered into N 
racy, todefeat the ſucceſsful execution of meaſures, which the 
bad, ſo nearly at heart and which it was their duty to promote, pur: 

Much had been ſaid, relative to the neglect of miniſters, . 
ſpecting the protection of our commerce in the Mediterns 

nean, and the neceſſity there was for {ending a force into thi 
ſea, He thought that objection had been fully anſwered by the 
confeſhon of the honourable Admiral himſelf, who acknovs 
ledged, that on being conſulted on the propriety of detach 
ing carly to the Mediterranean, gave his opinion agaialt i 
Much of the ſame argument, had been repeated, by the bv 
nourable- gentleman who made the motion; by the not 
Lord, and the honourable Admiral, of our inferiority g 
force in the month of June laſt ; that point had been alread 
decided upon, the ſenſe of the Houſe had been taken, aol 
it had; after ſolemn debate, declared that the evidence of 4 


. 
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a was not ſufficient to entitle it to the ſanQion of a vote. 


ut independent of any previous opinion, he thought now, 
he had done then, that the French fleet was nor ſuperior to 
urs, when the honourable Admiral failed from Plymouth. 
le believed, the force was pretty nearly balanced, that 
th fleets were in a forward ſtate of preparation, and the 


ted ; becauſe when both ſquadrons got fight of each other 
the 23d, they were thirty ſhips to thirty; though 
the 25th, the French were inferior, on account of two 
ips of their ſquadron having been by ſome accident ſepa- 
ited, or not in a condition to keep company with the reſt of 
te fleet, | 

On the whole, the prime object of ſending the ſquadron 
ſea at either time, when the admiral firſt ſailed from Ply- 
jouth, and afterwads from Portſmouth, being to cover and 
otect our trade and commerce both outward bound, and 
turning, he thought it a very proper and wiſe meaſure, 
ſend Mr. Keppel to ſea; the event proved that it was. 
ur merchant ficers proceeded with ſafety to their different 
ſlinations 3 our Eaſt and Weſt-India fleets were protected; 
ecommerce of our enemies was interrupted, and became 
e prey of our privateers almoſt to its total ruin; ſo that on 
e whole, what appeared by the evidence, as well as what 
d been proved by ſubſequent events, he was enabled to 
im on the juſteſt grounds of fact and probability, that we 
re.equal to France if not ſuperior, in the month of June; 
d that inſtead of the firſt Lord of the admiralty or his 
lajeſty's miniſters deſerving cenſure, for ſending the ho- 
burable admiral to ſea with twenty ſhips of the line, they 
nted the thanks of that Houſe, and of the public at 


proof, The noble Lord read the motion, part by part, 
| had endeavoured to put a negative upon each ſeparate 
tion, In imitation of the noble Lord, he begged the 
ouſe to indulge him in the ſame manner. He ſhould not 
els the ſame Pitts, whach had been already ſo ably and 
mefUly ſtated by his honourable friend who made the mo- 
, nor the very important authentic document, read ſome 
ke fince by another honourable friend of his near him [Mr. 


, ile]! Which had not been even attempted to be in- 
. ated. by any one perſon, except by a looſe aſſertion 
A 


Me. by the-noble Lord: in the blue ribbon. He ſhould 
want 188 appeal 


ent proved the ſtrong grounds, on which this concluſion 


95 


Mr. Byng replied to Lord North upon the ſuppoſed want ,y, — 
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| appeal to the feelings and conviction of the Houſe, and u . 


his honourable friend's motion negatively, and then leave! ; 
to the good ſenſe and integrity of the Houſe, whether any oy 
noble or honourable perſon preſent, would give the motin 
thus altered, his aſſent. The motion would then run thus, Wor 
e Tt appears to this Houſe, that the ſtate of the navy, ih 
the breaking out of the war with France, was very equal ¶ o. 
what this Houſe and the nation were led to expect.“ When 
was the man daring and confident enough to maintain that pr 
poſition? And, adequate to the exigencies of the varoi g 
ſervices for which, it was the duty of his Majeſty's mii c. 
ſters to have provided for, at ſo important a criſis.“ D. 
not this, on the firſt bluſh, appear equally falſe and 
founded? Or will the noble Lord undertake to ſay, * e 
either were equal or adequate, to the declarations of his Mi 
jeſty's miniſters? He will not, he cannot; or laſtly, will 
any man contend ** that the great ſums of money granted" 
and debts incurred, on account of the nayal ſervices,” we 
exactly correſpondent to the real ſtate of the navy ?” 
proceeded to obſerve upon the motion in this manner, af.” 
created a great deal of mirth on almoſt every fide of ti 
Houſe.” | 
' Mir. Burte, Mr. Burke next roſe, and was ſevere upon the language Wi. 
the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, both on that and the prii”= 
ceding day, relative to the collective reſponſibility of min 
ſters, and the individual irreſponſiblity of each, for matte 
tranſacted in his reſpective department; a language, he co 
teded, equally new in that Houſe, and out of it; for! 
amounted in fact to an avowed irreſponſibility, both indi 
dually and colleCtively. The chancellor, the ſecretaries 
ſtate, the firſt lord of the treaſury, or admiralty, accordi 
to this doQtrine, might do or ſuffer any thing, without bei 
amenable to Parliament or the nation. If they were ore 
ruled in cabinet, ſays the noble Lord, they cannot be reſpu 
ſible ; if they are not over-ruled, neither can they be reſpot 
ſible ; ſo that whatever any miniſter had done, or hereaft 
—_ Co, he was by no means anſwerable for; becauſe f 
evil or miſchief tranſacted was tranſacted in the company 
others. Who are thoſe others? That no man can tell; WW; P. 
adviſers of the crown are enjoined to ſecrecy. They mi 
the firſt movers or abettors of the greateſt of all poſſible I... 


chief, or any member of a committee or council may com 
to be the inſtrument of carrying it into execution; but i Vo 
of that? The inſtrument may perpetrate the miſchief, thou 

as one of the King's adviſers he ſhould diſapprove of it, 


impuniff 
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punity z if he is a mover in it, he is equally beyond the 
ach of public juſtice or Parliamentary cenſure; becauſe it 
not be deemed his act, but that of the — of thoſe to 
hom it is propoſed. But who are the perſons that compoſe 


e majority ? That is not to be told; ſomebody, or fome 
otinferſons, have committed the crime, but no man is to be queſ- 
vs, ned for it. The noble Lord in the blue ribbon, in his uſual 
„ Why and humorous manner, related a ſaying of the late Sir 


al Wodfrey Kneller, that a thief was not to blame, but the per- 


n who left the thing ſtolen, in his way, which operated as a 
| mptation to him to commit the criminal act. He begged 
rio ve to tell another ſtory, he hoped no leſs humorous and ap- 
nin cable. Two men with cloaks went to an eating-houſe, 
d one of them ſtole a piece of fleſh meat, and concealed it 
nder his cloak; Oh, ſaid the maſter to one of them, you 
ue the thief, reſtore me my meat. No, ſays the thief, l am 


s companion, The latter being queſtioned in the ſame 
anner, returned it with equal dexterity to his colleague. So 
was with the confidential ſervants of the crown, on the 
reſent occaſivn. If any one of them is charged perſonally, 
is not his act, but that of his brother adviſers; and if the 
hole body is charged, another riſes and anſwers for his 


te real authors; for the noble Lord tells you, that every 
ling is determined by a majority not known, nor whom no 
ons but themſelves are permitted to know. 

He then moved, that the ſpeeches from the throne from the 


- bth OQober 1775, till the laſt delivered in November 1778, 
r* * turned to, and that part of them reſpecting the diſpoſition 


foreign powers read, which being complied with, he obſerv- 
l, that they contained the moſt full and compleat evidence 
the public acts of miniſters, contraſted with the real ſitua- 
bn of public affairs. In them they had, particularly, for 
e three laſt years, ſtated their apprehenſions of the inter- 


00 ence of foreign powers, accompanied with the fulleſt aſ-— 
72 rances of taking the moſt effectual ſteps of putting this 
** buntry into a proper ſtate of nav defence. They atfured 
by uon France and Spain, ſo long as two years ſince, were 


ming, and gave it as a reaſon for an increaſed naval eſta- 


** ment. Were they at the end of thoſe two years equal 
' WP france and Spain united, or even to France alone? On 
opening of the laſt ſeſſion, they again ſtated their appre- 


nlons of the formidable naval armaments going on in the 


ts of Spain. Would the noble Lord, or any one per- 
Vox. XI, its hs 2 * 


it, | give vou leave to ſearch, having previouſly ſhifted it to 


ure only, but leaves the nation to find out and ſearch for 
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ſon in that Houſe, riſe and aver, that our navy was at thy 
inſtant in a ſituation to contend with the united fleets of Fring 
and Spain? He was ſure, confident as they were, they neithe 
would, nor dared. 

Here then was the cleareſt evidence, ariſing from partly, 
mentary documents, and thoſe of the higheſt nature, yn. 
ceeding from the mouths of miniſters themſelves, that the 
ſtate of the navy, in the terms of the motion, was unequi 
to what the nation and that Houſe were led to expcct fron 
the declarations of miniſters.” He would not go back eithy 
to the cloſe of the year 1777, or to July, 1778; but he woul 
put the queſtion fairly and roundly to miniſters up to the 
preſent moment. Was the ſtate of the navy, at this inſtant 
ſuppoling that Spain ſhould think proper to take a part in the 
quarrel, equal to thoſe declarations which miniſters had put 
into the mouth of their ſovereign ? Were we either ſuperiortq 
or able to cope with, the united force of the'whole Houle d 
Bourbon? He went into- a great deal of matter which hal 
be fore fallen in debate, and concluded with giving his afleat 
to the motion of his honourable friend. 

Lord Here. Lord Hewe, in reply to Lord North, condemned the ſei. 
ral naval arrangements, ſo far as they reſpected Europe; fi 
it was highly abſurd to ſuppoſe that the force in Breſt har 

bour was not ſuperior to that ſent out under the command a 

his honourable friend ; that the Mediterranean had been ſhame. 

fully neglected; and that, in his opinion, our home defence 

was no way anſwerable to the vaſt ſums expended, nor at il 

adequate to the ſervices neceſſary to be provided for ath 

©. important a criſis,” I 
Ad. K. rei. Admiral Keppel denied that he was ſent out either as a con- 
| voy, or to protect the home trade. Neither of thoſe wen 
the objects, unleſs by conſequence. He allowed if the Bic 
fleet was kept in harbour, that of. courſe the home trade wil 
thereby protected; but the way to effect that was not 
ſending him out with an inferior force; for if he had ket 
the ſea, both his ſquadron and the trade would have run tht 

riſque of being deſtroyed. | 

The noble , uw in the blue ribbon, and the other noble 

Lord near him, had mentioned in argument, that there wi 

no proof but the imperſect papers found aboard the Pallas and 

Licorne of the ſuperiority of the Breſt fleet. This matte 

had been purpoſely or miſtakenly miſrepreſented, as he hat 

obſerved in the laſt debate. He had not ſolely relied on the 
information contained in the papers. Perſons taken abo 

had been examined, their information compared, 12 

| : Tm 
i 
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ſtant at ſea. | 


ough he granted in ſome 


rely as to the point of effective ſtrength, 


Mr. Fox roſe about a quarter after twelve o'c 


were fully proved 
d that Houſe, 


hole uniform correſpondent ſtream of evidence was, that 
ere were twenty-ſeven ſhips of the line then lying in Breſt 
ter, perhaps, by what appeared to the contrary, at that very 


As to the fleet under his command being ſuperior on the 
th of July to that of France, as aſſerted by the noble Lord 
ho ſpoke firſt, he was miſtaken, or did not attend to his aſ- 
tions properly, The fleet of France was ſuperior in num- 
t, but in point of ſtrength nearly equal. If we had ſeven 
ree-deckers, they had a great number of eighties ; and 

— three - deek ſhips were 
ter than thoſe of two, he doubted much if in an engagement 
h as that of the 25th of July, that two-deckers, being 
dre manageable and capable of quicker movements, and 
fer worked, were not fully equal to three-deckers, ma- 
of which were known to be flow failers. 
nts, if he had his option, he did not know which he 
puld have choſe, He would have fought either fleet with 
ual confidence of ſucceſs. He did not mean to arrogate to 
mſelf any ſuperior ſkill or ability, nor to inſinuate that the 
ench were equal to us in point of ſkill or bravery, but 


And at all 


to the nation 
At one o'clock the Houſe divided; ayes 174 ; noes 246. 


e following eighteen gentlemen, who were abſent on 


Windſor 
Cheſter © 
Tregony 
Shafteſbury 
Briſtol 

St. Alban's 


Middleſex | 


Ditto 
London 


ept 
5 je former diviſion on the third inſtant, (ſee page 52) voted in 
1 = = _— 
dle mira eppe - - 
" Richard Wilbraham Bootle = 
** Sir Alexander Leith — w 
:2tter Geor ge Rous - 
e had Henry Cruger. — . 
n the John Radcliffe = * 
board | ohn Wilkes - a 
d the | 2 Glynn - P 
whe! orge Hayley - * 
02 | 


ken 


% 


dit James Lowther ſaid he was for the previous queſtion Sir James 


weed early in the day by Mr. Adam; and ſaid, if there was L. 
el enquiry, it ought to be a judicial enquiry. 


lock, and begs Mr. Fer. 
I that no perſon would. give a vote in favour of his motion, 
o was not perfectly ſatisfied that the general facts ſtated in 

both literally and ubMAhrially, and that 
niſters had failed in their repeated aſſurances 


Sir Henry 
Hogbton, 


his own priyate opinion; he (aid that ſome of the mg leur 
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Lord [/enman — . Oxford hy d 
Benjamin Lethieullier - - Andover ir 
Sir Patrick Blake — - Sudbury ? 
Sir Ger. W. Van Neck - - I un wich 
Frederick Standert - =_ Bleching | 
Pinkney Wilkinſon 9 Old Sam. 
Lord Bulkeley - - Angleſea Wi; 
Sir Henry Williams we Beaumzm Wt: 
Glyno Wynn 1 - Caernariy 


Sir Horace Man, member for Maidſtone, alſo voted int 
minority on this diviſion. He voted in the majority on i 
34 of March. | 

The following gentlemen who voted ia the minority, 
the 3d of March, were abient on this divifion 

Hon. T. Howard Chriſtopher Mollyneuz, EG 
Serjeant Adair George Forreſter, Eſq. 
Humphry Sturt. Eſq. James Lowther, Kſq. 
Charles Barrow, Eſq. Joha Dunning, Eiq. 
Hon, B, Grey Sir Herbert Mack worth, &. 


| Adarch 9. 
No debate. 
| March 10. 
Sir Henry Hoghton, agreeable to notice he had given { 
days before, ſaid. he ſhould move for ſome farther relief bein 
given to Proteſtant Diſſenters. Sig Henry entered, in af 
mary way, upon the. whole extent of the argument of relig- 
ous toleration ; and contended, that as a liberal and eniigh 
ed nation, it was a matter of great reproach to this count 
Lee its eſtabliſhed church ſtill retained the prejudices of by 
barous times, and continued the practice of intolerance a 
perſecution in direct oppoſition to the true principles of C 
ſtianity, and in defiance of the precepts of the divine inftitutod 
our holy religion. Sir Henry ſpoke of the favour lately donetotl 
Roman Catholicks by the legiſlature, aſſerting that the mv 
ſure was exceedingly wiſe and proper, but arguing that it at 
much more neceſſary to afford ſome relief to the Proteſta 
Diſſenters; and that after ſuch a ſtep as parliament had | 
year taken reſpecting the Roman Catholics, it would be the md 
abſurd piece of conduct, and the moſt violent inconſiſtency 
if Parliament refuſed to extend a ſimilar degree of toleratio 
to ſeats of men who were quiet, inoffenſive, and uſeful cits 
zens, and whole religious opinions came: ſo much nearer ti 
dothcines of the eſtabliſhed church of England. He then todk 
occaſion to ſhew that his argument was not built merely up 


Fg 


d beſt informed members of the eftabliſhed church enter- 
n the ſame ſentiments, and not only men whoſe profeſſion 
hk; not clerical, but miniſters of the word of God, and mi- 
ters who had attained very high honours in the church. 
ſupport of this affertion, he mentioned the Biſhop of Exe- 
who in his ſermon preached on the goth of January, had 
phatically expreffed his wiſhes that religious toleration were 
tended, and that the Proteſtant Diſſenters might have a 
gal ſecurity for the free exerciſe of their worſhip, With 
e leave of the Houſe, Sir Henry read an extract from the 
ſhop's ſermon ; an extract couched in the ſtrongeſt terms 
philanthrophy, liberal ſentiment, and ſolid ſenſe. Having 
ſhed his recital, Sir Henry concluded his ſpeech with 
oving, 
6 That this Houſe do now reſolve itſelf into a committee, 
conſider of granting further relief to Proteſtant diſſenting 
iniſters and ſchoolmaſters.“ 8 
Mr. Montagu ſeconded the motion, and as he conceived Mr. Men- 
ery man in that Houſe had the liberality to be an advocate *“ 
r toleration, he could not ſuppoſe any one member would 
ſe, to oppoſe a motion fo fair and of fo little extent as that 
bis honourable friend, for which reaſon, he declared, he 
puld not add a word in ſupport of his argument, but would 
erve bis ſentiments for a future occaſion, 
The motion was read by the ſpeaker. 
dir William Baget began with profeſſing himſelf as zealous sir illiam - 
þ advocate for toleration as any man in the Houſe, He Boge, 
gged, however, that gentlemen would conſider that the mo- 
an led to a matter of as much importance as had ever been 
itated in Parliament, no leſs than an alteration of the 
hoſtitution of this country; an eſſential alteration in her 
Babliſhment of church and ſtate. He took a ſhort review of 
preſent ſituation ; ſaid theſe were days of tumult, of divi- 
Io, of jealouſy, and of war; declaring that there wanted 
thing but the implacable ſpirit of religious controverſy to 
oy upon the very exiſtence of this empire. He wiſhed 
Rlore that the agitation of a queſtion of ſo ſerious a na- 
vas poſtponed till quieter times, and till the minds of 
a were |; 's agitated, and leſs inflamed. He ſaid that it 
as more unneceflary than dangerous at this particular criſis 
attempt any alteration in the religious laws of this country, 
Nat there was no complaint of perſecution made by the Pro- 
at Diſſenters, not any deſire expelled by them of having 
greater degree of toleration than they now enjoyed. On 
> Contrary, from the ſermons of ſome of the miniſters of 
3 that 


recollection of the honourable gentlemen who made and ſe 


Mr. Mon- 


that perſuaſion, and from other publications, it was obviny, 


a more abſurd requiſition ? What! aſk a religious ſect of 


ther ſe& of a directly oppolite opinion ? There was ſucht 
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that the toleration as it now ſtood was ample, and that unde 
that toleration, doctrines were dilivered and diſſeminated of 
very extraordinary nature indeed. He ſpoke of the alarming 
progreſs of atheiſm, and of the multiplicity of atheiſtical Opini- 
ons which were daily iſſued from the preſs. He called th 


conded the motion, back to what had paſſed, when it was l 
attempted to alter the laws reſpecting Proteſtant Dillenter, 
At that time the petitioners came to Parliament with a pled 
in their hands, a teſt that they were Chriſtians, and yet it wy 
thought improper. to grant them the relief prayed for. They 
had at that time aſked for relief on the expreſs condition d 
uſing the holy ſcriptures, and preaching the goſpel as the d. 
vines of the eſtabliſhed church did ; now, he underſtood, ther 
were to be left at large, neither to ſubſcribe to the article, 
nor te give any pledge whatever as a ſecurity that they would 
not oppoſe the fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity, 

Mr. Montagu, in reply, begged the honourable baronet 
to conſider, that the preſent motion did go in the leaſt to dl. 
ter the conſtitution ; on the contrary, it was only the fit 
ſtage of an endeavour, to afford the Proteſtant Diflcnen, the 
ſame degree of toleration, which had lately been granted to 
Roman Cathohcs. He was, he declared, not a little amaze 
to hear the docttrine, that a bill to warrant toleration woull 
create tumult, and occaſion controverſy ; he had ever imagin- 
ed that an extended toleration would put a ftop to the latter 
and prevent the former, He had been accuſtomed to think, 
that religious controverſy aroſe from bigotry, from enthul- 
aſm, from obſtinacy, and from ignorance, and not from: 
liberal allowance of opinion, upon a ſubjc reſpecting vic 
all ſentiments were rather founded in hope than in certainty, 
The honourable baronet had profeſſed himſelf a friend to t- 
leration, and yet roſe to oppoſe it, where it might be give 
without the leaſt danger the ſtate, or to individuals. Tit 
intention, it was true, was to give free, unlimited tolerationt0 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters. The honourable baronet had wilheh 
that they might ſubſcribe to the articles of the eſtabliſhes 
church. Was it poſſible, in the nature of things, to mib 


peculiar way of thinking, to ſubſcribe to the articles of and 


maniſeſt inconſiſtency in the ſuppoſition, that it was not 
a moment's argument. el 223 


- 
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iced that it had got into ſuch able hands, and promiſed the 
Mnourable gentleman who made the motion his aſſiſtance 
d concurrence. 


ſo important a queſtion to religious liberty among us, but 
anſwer the objections of the honourable gentleman near 
, againſt going into a committee for this conſideration. 
his early oppoſition is more harſh than well judged. He 
inks the queſtion ſhould not now be agitated, becauſe a time 
tumult, diſtreſs, and war, is a very improper ſeaſon to make 
|caſt change in the ſtate of religion in any country. Did 
2 worthy baronet forget that a juſt relief was the very laſt 
ur granted to many oppreſſed loyal ſubjects, to the Roman 
tholics, and an important change made in their ſituation 
jong us? Yet, Sir, the laſt year was equally a year of tu- 
|t, diſtreſs and war, Not the leaſt inconvenience of any 
d has ariſen from the act of laſt ſeſſion in favour of* the Ro- 


onet 2 hong . 
a" Catholics, from ſo great an alteration in our eceleſiaſti- 
: oF police, On the con:rary, the nation has more firmly at- 
ed to it, by the ties of gratitude, a very conſiderable num- 
Ae of uſeful ſubjects. Not the leaſt tumult or diſturbance 


deen the conſequence of that wiſe meaſure, It is impoſ- ' 
e, Sir, that toleration can create tumults and religious 
rs, Perſecution is, indeed, a moſt active demon, de- 
ting in human ſacrifices, has drenched our fields, and dyed 
ſcaffolds, with the ſlaughter of the victims of religious 
e: but the ſpirit of toleration is conciliating, heals divi- 
ds, and teaches men mutual forbearance, meekneſs, gen- 
eſs, and univerſal benevolence. The worthy baronet, 
the great compaſs of his reading, will not give a ſingle 
of of the miſchief even of the moſt unlimited toleration, 
de will find innumerable marks of the bloody footſteps of 


op un and remorſeleſs perſecutor, leſs intent to ſave 
N to deſtroy. 7 | | 
hl other objection which the honourable gentleman has 
leis, chat there is no petition before the Houſe from 
mb of the Proteſtant diſſenters, no complaint of perſe- 


on, no inſtance of ſeyerity againſt any of the ſects which 
from the eſtabliſhment. When the Houſe proceeded 
laſt year to give relief to the Roman Catholics, was any 
non previouſly preſented ? Was a committee appointed to 
the various facts of perſecution, or even harſh uſage ? 
ie any caſes of that nature urged in proof? No, Sir, the 

| Houſe 


vir George Yonge declared himſelf an advocate for toleration, Sir Ca- 
as heartily pleaſed that the buſineſs was begun upon, re- Yorge 


Mr. Wilkes. TI riſe not at this time to enter into the merits Mr. Nille. 
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proceeded on the liberal idea of removing all unjuſt and ig, 
politic reſtraints, on the juſtice of leaving the ſubject free y 
to all opinions merely religious, on the natural right of evy 
man to worſhip his Creator in the manner which he think 
moſt acceptable to the Deity. The Roman Catholics hy 
not been barraſſed by any legal proſecutions, but the lai" 
were unrepealed, which put them in the power of every er 
famous informer. They were (ſubject at any time to the a 
rigorous penalties, at all times to the moſt mortiiving riF'* 
ſtraints. The wiſdom and equity of Parliament at laſt inter 
poſed, and reſtored them to ſeveral of their natural rig 
Surely, Sir, the Proteſtant Diſſenters have a much {tronge 
claim on government. They have ſteadily ſupported ti 
cauſe of freedom. They have acted on almoſt every occaſin 
with ſpirit and vigour againſt thoſe who have endeavoured! 
overthrow this free conſtitution, and bury liberty in its ruin 
As the conſequence and proof of their attachment to the ca 
of liberty, they have been among the moſt zealous for the ſu 
ceflion in the preſent illuſtrious family, a ſucceſſion often g 
cretly attempted to be undermined, and openly invaded | 
the tools of arbitrary power, both at home and abroad, A 
this hour, however, the Diſſenters remain ſubject to ſeven 
barbarous and cruel laws, enacted on the ſpur of a preſentu 
ceſſity, as it was thought, and therefore acquieſced in, ala 
without murmuring ; but laws which diſgrace a thinking pel 
ple, and are a conttadiction to every principle of found polig 
The honourable gentleman near me has oppoſed the ar 
tion on another ground, the danger of it to the eſtabliſhe 
church at this alarming period. He pathetically Jameiits 
progreſs of atheiſm, and the publication of many atheilhe 
books within the laſt twenty years. I think this accuſati 
on our country ill-founded, I believe, Sir, I have read mt 
books of religious controverſy than the worthy baronet, 2 h 
I deny the publication of the numerous atheiſtical work ; 
which have engaged the public attention in this country, nt 
for the Jaſt half century, I might call for the proof of al 
gle atheiftical book, of the leaft note, publiſhed in the cightf 
years of this pious, if not glorious, reign. Deiſm, ind, 
Sir, ſound,, pute deiſmy bas made a rapid progrefs, not ol © 
this itland, but in every part of the continent. It is al 
become the religion of Europe. Atheiſm is certainly not! 
prevailing, faſhionable error of this enlighted age or count 
bat every year adds to the number of the diſciples of dei 
I have nat heard of outrages or violent perſecutions amd 
the Deiſts, although certaiuly they are greatly multiplis 
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te; but we have to lament the uncharitable ſpirit of moſt 
4s of Chriſtians, and even of not a ſmall number of the 
abliſhed church of our own country, of which I am a mem- 
„ as well as my good neighbour, The honourable gen- 
eman is not well informed, It is a miſtake to impute all 
te late publications againſt the received ſyſtem of the Chri- 
jan religion to the Proteſtant Diſſenters of any denomina- 
on, The fact is, that the authors of the greater part are 
zembers of the eſtabliſhed church of England. 

As the laws now ſtand, a diflenting preacher is obliged, to 
oid ſevere penalties and to enjoy the act of toleration, to 
bſcribe to the thirty-oine articles of the church of England, 
at is of another church, except the 34th, 3 gth, and 36th, 
da part of the 20th article, I hope we ſhall go into a com-- 
ittee, to conſider of the repeal of ſo unjuſt and ſo unchari- 
able a ſyſtem of laws. I will not now, Sir, examine the 
rthodoxy or abſurdity of the doctrinal parts of the thirty- 
ine articles; but I deſire to proteſt againſt any man's being 
ompelled to ſubſcribe them, becauſe they militate againſt the 
it great principle of Chriſtian charity. In the 8th article 
e find, ** that the three Creeds, Nice Creed, Athanaſius's 
reed, and that which is commonly called the Apoſtles? 
reed, ought thoroughly to be received and believed, for they 
ay be proved by moſt certain warrants of Holy Scripture,” 
ow, Sir, one article of faith in the Athanaſian Creed is, 
at © except every one do keep whole and undefiled the 
atholic faith, as ſet forth in that Creed, without doubt he 
dal] periſh everlaſtingly.” I want words, Sir, to expreſs 
y horror at the total want of Chriſtian charity, the inde- 
ocy, the fooliſh prejudice, and even inſolence, of ſuch a 
eclaration, A much higher church authority than St. 
thanaſius, the apoſtle Peter, aſſures us, that ** in every na- 
Ion he that feareth God and worketh righteouſneſs, is ac- 
pted with him;“ and the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, St. 
aut, ſeems to hold a very different doctrine; for he tells us 
f three beautiful ſiſters, the three Chriſtian Graces, ©* Faith, 
dope and Charity, which abide, theſe three, but, he add 
the greateſt of theſe is Charity.“ I hope the committee wil 
xempt the Proteſtant diſſenting miniſters and ſchool-maſters 
om being called upon to ſubſcribe this monſtrous propoſition 
dt, Athanaſius, 1 think it our duty, for theſe conſiderations 
long directly to the juriſdiction of Parliament. By the very 
its of election, we are called together to conſider of certain 
* and urgent affairs concerning the Tos 22 42 
e moment likewiſe appears to be happily choſen, for t 
F ee choſen, hr the 


g Ih 
Intel. 
| Ibn 
Ne 
| 1 


'< 


106 


Sir Roger 
Newwdigate. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 17 


bandage is at laſt fallen from the eyes of Superſtition, af 
Perſecution drops her iron rod. 

I am not ſtruck by the dread of the danger of the churg, 
with which ſome gentlemen ſeem alarmed, On the cont. 
ry, I think it would do honour to our church, to treat wig 
tenderneſs all thoſe who are unhappy enough not to be in he 
boſom. I admire the temper with which the late indulges 
cies to the Roman Catholics were received, and moſt ce. 
tainly a reformed church muſt be ſtill more kindly diſpoſe 
to their Proteſtant brethren, Our Maſter has told us, in th 
largeſt and moſt general terms, ** that where two or three ar 
gathered together in his name, he was in the midf of them! 

Sir, I honour the ingenuity of the worthy baronet wh 
made the motion, in contriving to oblige us to bear may 
pages of a ſermon, by reading them as part of his ſpeech ea 
It was happily imagined ; for I underſtood on a late oca 
fon, not one member of this Houſe attended you, Sir, n 
St. Margaret's, and I believe the chancellor likewiſe on tha 
day was left without a fingle lord. Surely, Sir, it is tha 
high time to diſcontinue the obſeryance of that annual ff 
for the death of a tyrant. Many other ſermons have ben e 
quoted by other gentlemen, but the proof arifing from then 
only goes to the private ſentiments of the preacher, or of tle 
few who hear, or read, and approve thoſe ſermons. I reien 
think the general opinion of the clergy at this day is fort 
liberal toleration, and I truſt a majority even of the epiſo 
pal order will aſſent. They have acquieſced in the joſtic 
done to the Roman Catholics, and I hope the preſent relid 
intended to the Proteſtant diſſenting miniſters and ſchod 
maſters will not be given with reluctance, nor in the leaſt «AP 
layed, but cordially adopted both by clergy and laity, av 
that the Houſe will immediately reſolve itſelf into a com 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to confider of granting furt 
relief to Proteſtunt diſſenting miniſters and ſchoolmaſters, 

Sir Roger Newdigate was againſt the motion, and contendd 
it was equally unwiſe, and dangerous to the fundamental pri 
ciples of the eſtabliſhed religion to alter the laws of tolen 
tion. He begged gentlemen to remember that they repre 
fented millions of Proteſtants of the eſtabliſhed church, vil. 
that they ought in duty to regard their intereſts in preferend 
to thoſe of a few Proteſtant Hiſſenters. He ſaid that ti 
Proteſtant Diſſenters at preſent enjoyed a greater degree 
toleration in this country, than in any country in the world 
aſſerted that our church breathed an air of meekneſs and lie 
rality, but that the Diſſenters themſclves ſhewed a ſie 
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rſecution and intolerance; inſtancing the preſent perſecu- 
on of the members and miniſters of the church of England 
the Americans, declaring that there was ſcarcely a ſhip 
ame home from acroſs the broad Atlantic, in which there 
25 not one or more clergymen of the eſtabliſhed church, 
ho had been deprived of their livings, ſtripped of their pro- 
rty, and even forced to fly for their lives. He aſſerted, 
at when the bill for the relief of the Diſſenters was laſt in 
tation, his levies were every morning crowded, not with 
vines of the church of England, trembling for their in- 
pmes, not with dignitaries of the church of England trem- 


d reſpeable Proteſtant Diſſenters, — Chriſtians, and or- 
jodox miniſters, who came to complain of the danger of the 
eaſure in agitation, and to beg that he would oppoſe it; 
cauſe, under the pretext of relieving them from ſubſcrip- 
on, it would let in the Anti- Trinitarians, the Anabaptiſts, 
d all manner of ſes, and be attended with conſequences 
finitely miſchievous to religion in general, As a proof 
at the preſent act of toleration went far — he mentioned 


fil e late publications of the Diſſenters: not publications merely 
ben pon points of polemical controverſy, but ſtriking immedi- 
chen ely at revelation, and denying the immateriality of the ſou]. 
f ti: beſe publications, he declared, came not from ignorant 


en, from the lower order of Diſſenters, but from its mini- 
rs and preachers ;. from divines of that church of ace 
owledged learning and acknowledged ability, ; 


"Nic He ſaid further, that the preſent application was not for a 
relating relief, but for an effential alteration in the legal eſta- 
noc ihment of the religious conſtitution of the country ; for 
t imperium in imperio ; for a degree of power being given 

ao Proteſtant Diſſenters, which was extremely alarming, and 


ght to be oppoſed by every man who held the conſtitution of 
country ſacred, and who regarded the religion of his coun- 
in its proper light, as the foundation of all our liberties. 


ing for their epiſcopal honours; dut with honeſt, worthy, 
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dir Adam Ferguſſon declared he roſe principally to ſet the Sir Aden 


nad 
pri oourable gentleman right, . one of his aſſertions. Feguſſs. 
dene bad faid, the Proteſtant Diflenters enjoyed more freedom 
eproi toleration in England, than any ſect enjoyed in any coun- 
uon the face of the globe; the aſſertion was ill founded. 
renal be religion of this united kingdom, Sir Adam obſerved, 

8 notoriouſly of two kinds; epiſcopal in England, preſby- 


an in Scotland. The Epiſcopalians who were in Scot- 

nd, conſequently, were diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed church 

ere. No ſect whatever could enjoy greater toleration. At 

linburgh they had a very large church, and performed their 
2 


religious. 
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religious offices. with the greateſt ſplendor and the great 

freedom. It was a matter much to the honour of the city 

Edmburgh. What was more, thoſe of the eſtabliſhed churg 

of England who lived in Scotland were ſuffered to exerck 

their zeligion there, without being aſked to ſubſcribe to zy 

article of the church of Scotland, or to give any teſt whit. 

ever of their principles. He took notice alſo of the abſurdiy 

of calling upon Diſſenters to ſubſcribe to articles oppoſt 

to their religious opinions, and ſaid, he feared there might k 

found ſome inſtances of diſſenting miniſters having ſubſcribe 

the thirty-nine articles, feveral of which they did not beliey, 

Sir J. C,. Sit J. Goodricke thought it was the propereſt time of anyy 

ricke. grant the relief requeſted ; union was much wanted through 

out the kingdom, and this would promote it, inſtead of cal 

ing any heats or animoſities; they ſubſiſted now for wantd 
ſuch a meaſure, 

Sir Henry Sir Henry Hoghton ſaid a few words to clear the American 

Hegbten: on the authority of Dr, Franklin, from the charge of pt 

Cuting the clergy there of the church of England. 

The queſtion being put, the motion paſſed almoſt unn 

mouſly, and the Houſe went isto a committee directiy,! 

ontagu in the chair. A reſolution was made, that le: 

be given to bring in a bill for the further relief of theP 

teſtant diſſenting miniſters and teachers, 


Lord New- The Houſe was reſumed. 
haven: Lord Newhaven hoped, as a ſpirit of telrration and lib 
rality had gone forth in the Heuſe, that the relief heh 

to propoſe for Ireland would not want for ſucceſs. Whe 

he moved for a general enquiry into the laws reſpecting i 

trade of that kingdom, he was told that he was too gen 

and ought to lay before the Houle ſome ſpecific relief. 

bad therefore adopted that mode. But before he intimated 

he would bag leave to ſay a few words, and but a few wor 

the matter having already been ſo amply diſcuſſed. The 10 

. Lord then took a curſory review of the trade of Ireland. | 
WW The facts which his Lordſhip ſtated to ſhew how mf 
the diſtreſſed ſtate of ireland affected England, were, & 

on an average of the laſt ten years the exports from Eng 

to Ireland were decreaſed about ſix hundred thouſand pouſt 

und in the two Jaſt years they had decreaſed ſeven hundreii 

{ixteen thouſand pounds : that the exports from Ireland 

the laſt two years bad decreafed one hundred and fifty" 
thouſand pbunds; on which decreaſe 75, cool. were on 
ſtaple of linen; that the exports from England into Irelanit 


unn 


average of ten years were two millions fifty-ſeven thouſand 

ands; that the imports from Ireland into England were 

thirteen hundred and fifty-three thouſand pounds; fo that 

balance in favour of England, on an average of ten years, 

; ſeven hundred and four thouſand pounds ſterling per 

num, which, multiplied by the ten years, plainly ſhewed 
vt England gained by the trade of Ireland alone ſeven mil- 

ns and forty thouſand pounds in that time, | T 

He moved, that the Houſe will, on the 19th, reſolve itſelf 

to 2 committee, to take into conſideration the acts of Par- 

ment relating to the allowing the importation of ſugars 
om the Weſt Indies into Ireland“ 

Governor Potunall (aid, he was not againſt the motion for Governor 
lieving Iceland. He did not object to it on that ground; F. 
t ſaid the motion would rajſe alarms here, and do no — 
Ireland; therefore he wiſhed to ſee the motion extended 
) ſomething that would give a real and ſubſtantial relief to 

eland, and that too upon the ground and principle of ſyſtem. 

vir George Yonge, Sir Philip Fennings Clerke, Mr. Cruger, Sir Gee. 
c. were againſt the propoſition, on the ground that though Tenge, Ke. 
eland may have ſuffered in her trade fince the American war, 

this nation had ſuffered infinitely more; if ſhe had loft 

000], a year, England had loſt almoſt as many millions; 
nd that upon the whole, to give Ireland any farther indul- 
ences than thoſe ſhe at preſent enjoyed, might very poſſibly 

danger this kingdom en the ſovereignty ſhe held over her. 

Mr. Townſhend, Lord Nugent, Lord Beauchamp, Gen. Con- Ni., Twas. 
ay, Mr. Welbore Ellis, &c. contended for the propriety, fend, ac. 
he expediency, and the policy of the motion, maintaining 

bat it was a ſpecific, ſimple propoſition, and could not be 
df any one diſadvantage to Great Britain; beſides, that the 
proſperity of Ireland was too eſſential to this country not to 
ive her every encouragement that could poſſibly be given. 

The queſtion was put: for it 47; again it 42. 

arch 11. 

| bir Joſeph Mawhbey. I have preſumed to draw the atten- Sir Joſepb 
on of the Houſe te a queſtion of great importance to the 

onour and dignity of the Houſe ; a queſtion relative to the 
Tight which the noble Lord, who is ſecretary of ſtate for the 
American department, claims to a ſeat amongſt us, whilſt he 

ile that office. 


From a due ſenſe of my own inability, I have wiſhed, 
ever ſince the illegality of his ſitting here occurred to me, 
(now a little more than a year ago) that this queſtion might 
aye been brought forward by ſome gentleman of greater 
weight and ability than myſelf ; and for that purpoſe 1 1 
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ſted thoſe wiſhes to ſeveral gentlemen of this Houſe, 
uch perſon having ftood forth on this occaſion, I think 
ſhould ill diſcharge the duty I owe to that great, reſpeQal 
and independent county, which has done me the honour 
ſending me hither as its repreſentative, if I neglected, this 
ing as I de upon the matter, to agitate this queſtion. | 
this purſuit I hope for the indulgence of the Houſe, 
ſary to me on all occaſions, but more particularly ſo at th 
time, when I am much afraid it will not be in my powert 
make myſelf heard, | | 
I am aware, Sir, that many gentlemen in this Houſe, a 
others without doors, will ſuppoſe I am actuated ond 
occaſion by perſonal conſiderations. To ſuch it may l 
roper to ſay, I diſclaim all perſonal motives whatere 
he noble Lord, whoſe adminiſtration I have uniform 
oppoſed, becauſe I differ entirely with him on the legal 
as well as expediency of the American war, has never gin 
me any perſonal offence ; beſides, I have been led by edu 
tion, reflection, and conviction, to think highly of that grey 
Juſt, and neceſſary Revolution, at the end of the laſt centuj 
which ſecured our civil and religious liberties. I have be 
led, in conſequence, to entertain a veneration and reſpe& k 
the noble and gallant ſpirits who took the lead in that Re 
volution. Amongſt the foremoſt of that number, I read wit 
pleaſure the name of the Earl of Dorſet, a nobleman nd 
more;diſtinguiſhed for the gracefulneſs of his manners, his los 
of literature and the mules, than for his ſteady and incar 
rupt patriotiſm. The noble Lord who fits oppoſite to n 
is the grandſon of that amiable nobleman, and as ſuch at 
mind has entertained a prejudice in his favour, I am 1 
little acquainted with that noble Lord, but J may be allo 
ed to ſay, that, having had the honour a few times in 1 
life of meeting him round the ſame table, his good humout 
good ſenſe, and complacency have been ſuch, as in nod 
gree to leſſen that prepoſſeſſion. 
But it may be ſaid, I am influenced merely by motives 
oppoſition to adminiſtration. I wiſh to ſay a word or tw 
upon that head: I haye ſat a conſiderable time in this Hou 
now near twenty years, during almoſt the whole of whidl 
time I have been in oppoſition ; not becauſe of any diſli 
to the perſons of miniſters, but becauſe I — tage 
meaſures were ſuch, that, as an honeſt and independent mil 
I ought not to approve. There was, indeed, a ſhort, Vt 
ſhort adminiftration, whoſe general meaſures I ſupported! 
cauſe I thought it founded on the trueſt PROT of en 
| | itution 
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utional liberty, and, if I may uſe the expreſſion, of a 
at ornament of this Houſe at the time, now unfortunate- 
o more, becauſe it appeared to me to be unconnected 
h „ the man that wanted wiſdom, and held principles 
ompatible with freedom.” The members that compoſed 
t adminiſtration ſeemed to me to realize their profeſſions ; 
y procured to be enacted propoſitions they had thrown 
whilſt in oppoſition ; they repudiated and rejected acts 
y had oppoſed when on this fide of the Houſe. Of that 
miniſtration I will only ſay, that every man in this Houſe, 
ry man in this city, every man in this kingdom, muſt now 
convinced, that, if it had continued till this time in 
ver, or their ſucceſſors in office, and the noble Lord in 
blue ribbon in particular had adopted their principles, 
ſhould not now be deploring the melancholy ſituation of 
s country; a fituation which has brought diſtreſs and 
n to our merchants, manufacturers, and tradeſmen ; a ſi- 
tion which has tarniſhed the glory of the Engliſh name 
dad, and has brought on almoſt national bankruptcy at 
e. If the members that compoſed that adminiſtration 
uld come again into power, ſtrengthened as I hope they 
Il be by gentlemen who have in general thought alike on 
tical ſubjects, unleſs they deſert their principles, they 
| have my cordial, though it ſhould be feeble, ſupport. 

Vhen I talked of the man that wanted wiſdom, and held 
nciples incompatible with freedom, I truft no gentleman 
t hears me will think I can be weak enough to believe 
t public ſpirit and integrity are the growth of any par- 
ular country, much leſs that they are to be found only on 
| particular ſide of any particular river. There never was 
ime when I did not deteſt ſuch an idea; with all the 
lof youth (and young men who are honeſt are apt to 
zealous) I at that time contemned ſuch an opinion; 
iments of that ſort are only ſuited to the breaſts of the 
elt of the vulgar ; they were never entertained by me, The 
tin nation have ſhewn themſelves in all times friends to 
dom; I may appeal for the truth of this obſervation to 
reliftance they made to the tyranny of their own kings; 


les the Firſt ; I may appeal to their conduct at the Re- 
tion, and afterwards; if any thing has made them ap- 
leſs forward in the ſupport of general freedom in our 
u times, I fear it may have ariſen from the indiſcriminate 


many gentlemen in this Houſe, of that country, and ma- 
vithout doors, with ſome of whom I have the my 
3 eing 


nay appeal to their oppoſition to the deſpotic meaſures of 


le which has been thrown upon them as a nation. There 
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country from meaſures, which, if perſiſted in, muſt brig 
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being acquainted, whoſe abilities, integrity, and love of! 
berty, are exceeded by no ſet of men whatever. The tig 
is come, I truſt, when Engliſhmen, when Scotchmen, Wei 
men, and Iriſhmen, will unite and reſcue the King 


ruin upon both, | 

But it may be ſaid, why not have taken up this queſſi 
fooner? My anſwer is, it did not occur to me when the n 
ble Lord was admitted to this preſent office: Indeed, inn 
own opinion, this is as fit a time as any to agitate the que 
tion. If, when the noble Lord was firſt appointed, toi 

it was ſald, vigour and energy to the councils of the croy 
I bad then attempted to bring forward this enquiry, thinking 
as I have always thought, of the injuſtice and inexpedieng 
of the American war, it would have been ſaid, I wanted, 
that account, to deprive the public of his ſervices. Inde 
it would not have been poſſible for me at that time to hi 
ſtopped his career, when he was mounted on the great bon 
unconditional ſubmiſſion, and ſurrounded by gentlemen | 
this Houſe, encouraging his progreſs by the offer of thirte 
ang fourteen ſhillings in the pound. I he time is come whe 
they have recovered their ſenſes, and have found, inſt 
of transferring their public burthens to the Americans, th 
are loaded with taxes which neither they nor their poſteri 
will ſee the end of. 

That I do not take up this queſtion, and othep enquint 
I mean to make, as a meer meaſure of oppoſition 4 mini 
muſt have appeared by the motion I made a ſhort time ap 
for a copy of the appointment of the American commiſiion 
with a view of ſhewing that they were precluded there 
from ſitting in this Houſe, That motion had a tendency! 
affect the ſeats of gentlemen for wbom I entertain very g 
reſpect, and who dave in general agreed with me in pol, 
conduct here. That motion will ſufficiently manifeſt 1 
impartiality. I applied to no one to ſecond that motiol 
believing a gentleman who had before allowed the inferen 

meant to draw from it, would have done it; as it 5 
hall not make it again, but ſhall be ready to ſecond ſud 
mation, if any one elſe will make it. | 

With all my veneration for the Revolution, I am obi 
to confels, that the oppolition it met with from a conſide 
hle party, and the preſſure of the times, begat the neceſſiſ 
heavy taxes, and introducing a plan and ſyſtem of fund 
er borrowing money on the expected preduce of thoſe tat 
Which, has ſince been carried to a height that muſt fill en 
winking man in this country with the moſt fearful of 
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ons. The patriots of thoſe times, however, aware of 
influence. the crown would acquire by the eſtabliſhment 
new officers for the collecting and managing thoſe taxes, 
x care to diſqualify ſuch officers from ſitting or voting in 
; Houſe. Hence aroſe the various acts of Patliament eſta- 
hing ſuch diſqualifications, 3 

Before the Revolution there were but few diſqualifications 
ding the elected. I know but of two acts of Parlia- 
at, one in the firſt year of Henry the Fifth, confinin 
ir reſidence to the counties, cities, and boroughs, for which 
y ſerved; the other the 2.3d of Henry the Sixth, reſpect- 
> knights of ſhires. There were, indeed, certain diſqua- 
cations, by the lex et conſuetudo Parliaments ; as that nei- 
r aliens nor minors ſhould be elected; that the clergy 
d not be choſen, becauſe they fit in convocation ; per- 
$ attained of treaſon or felony could not fit, becauſe they 
unfit to ſit any where: the judges, my Lord Coke ſays, 
not ſit, becauſe of their attendance in the Houſe of Lords. 
my poor opinion there may be another, and as good a 
aſon affigned, and that is, that it is highly improper to 
nd the legiſlative and judicial capacities together, | 
Here let me remark, by the way, that at a time when the 
jzes of England are prevented by the law and cuſtom of 


e Houſe of Commons, and the judges of Scotland are de- 
red incapable of being elected by the act of the 7th Geo. 
e Second, the very great N of the judges for the 
incipality of Wales fitting in this Houſe, 

| beg leave to recommend this matter to the conſideration 
the honourable gentleman who has this day moved to 
zment'the Welch judges ſalaries, and to the notice of the 
ntleman who complained of the want of qualification in the 
dmmiffioners of the land-tax for certain counties there, 


does (after this Parliament) from a ſeat in this Houſe ; they 
all have my aſſiſtance in that buſineſs, by as I do, 
it is highly proper, that the venerable and chaſte cha- 
der of a judge ſhould not be injured and leſſened by poli- 
al altercations here. I have no ill- will to the three or 
r gentlemen of that deſcription at preſent amongſt us, for 
dom I bear reſpect; but when I wiſh to guard this Houſe 
em the improper influence of the crown, it is impoſfiible 
me not to wiſh its influence in this inſtance corrected, - 


iy declared, chat no perſon concerned in farming, ma- 
Aue Tot, XI* © is: : . A a 2 3 naging, 


den liament (which is the law of the land) from fitting in 


ping that they will bring in a bill to exclude Welch 


| The act, Sir, of the 5th and 6th of William and Mary, 
wich laid a duty on ſalt, beer, ale, and other liquors, ex 
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vent for the future too great a number of commiſſioneny 


be void, to alf idtents and purpoſes whatever ; and 
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Maging, or collecting the ſaid duties ſhall be capable 
fitting in Parliament. It alſo difqualifies the managers d 
other aids that ſhall fereafter be granted. The 11th 
12th of King William, excluded the commiſſioners of 
cife, of appeal, comptroller, and auditor. The 12th 
x3th of King William excluded the commiſfioners of | 
cuſtoms, It went further, and even forbids them ft 
uling any influence with voters under certain penali 
The act of the 4th of Queen Anne went ſtill further, x 
excluded various defcriptions of men, all of whom areg 
preſsly declared incapable of being elected by the act of | 
6th of Queen Anne, 

This act of the 6th of Queen Anne, Mr. Speaker, t 
tituled, An act for the ſecurity of her Majeſty's perſons 
government, and of the ſucceſſion of the crown in they 
teſtant line. It was become neceſſary to make divers 
rations in relation to the act paſſed in the Parliament 
England, in the fourth year of her reign, on account oft 
happy union of England and Scotland. The 25th ſeQian 
this act runs in theſe words, „And be it further ens 
by the authority aforeſaid, that no perſon, who ſhall | 
in his'own name, or in the name of any perſon or perk 
in truſt for him, or for his benefit, any new office or pit 
of profit whatſoever under the ctown, which, at anyti 
fince the 25th day of October, in the year of our Lord 1 
has been created or elected, nor any perſon who ſhall 
commiſſioner, or ſub-commiſſioner of prizes, ſecretary ot 
ceiver of prizes, nor any commiſſioner of tranſports, nora 
commiſſioner of the ſick and wounded, nor any agent for 
regiment, nor any commiffioner for any wine licences, | 
any governor nor deputy governor of any of the plantation 
nor any commiſſioner of the navy employed in any of! 
vut- ports, nor any perſon having any penſion from the cm 
during pleaſure, ſhall be capable of being elected, or of 1 
ting or voting as a member of the Houſe of Commons, in 
Parliament which fall be hereafter ſummoned and holden . 

The 27th ſection of the ſame act runs as follows: 

« Provided alſo, and be it enacted, that in order to | 


be uppointed or conſtituted for the execution of any ol 
that no greater number of commiſſioners ſhall be malt 
confſtitured for the execution of any office, than have ! 
employed in the execution of fuch reſpective office at 
time before the firſt day of this Parliament.” The 'a} 0 
on and declares, that the election and return of all fucd t 


F 
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ember of any future Houſe of Commons, ſuch perſon ſo 
ing or voting, ſhall forfeit 5ool. to be recovered by 
h perſon as ſhall ſue. There is alſo a clauſe declarin 
ry perſon, diſabled to be elected to fit or vote in the Houle 
%mmons of any Parliament of England, ſhall be diſabled 
fitting in the Houſe of Commons of any Parliament 
reat Britain; and a ſpecial clauſe that the commiſſioners 
the diſpoſal of 398,085]. to be given by way of equivalent 
Scotland, ſhall not be thereby diſabled, 

he 1ſt Geo. I. ſect. ii. cap. 56, diſables any perſon 
n fitting in the Houſe of Commons, who ſhall have any 
ion from the crown for joy term or number of years, 
ſubjects ſuch perſon as ſhall fo fit to the penalty of 20l. 


day. | | 
he 17th of Geo. II. regulates the elections of members 
ſerve for Scotland, and incapacitates the judges of the 
rt of ſeſſion, court of juſticiary, and barons of the court 
exchequer in Scotland, from being elected members of 
flament. | | | 
During the adminiſtration of Sir Robert Walpole, various 
mpts were made to reſtrain the influence of the crown 
r this branch of the legiſlature ; place and penſion bills 
re frequently brought in, and two or three times actually 
[:d the Houſe of Commons, but were as often loſt in the 
er. Houſe of Parliament. On the retreat or removal of 
Robert Walpole, an Act of Parliament was however paſ- 
in 1742, 15th Geo. II. which diſabled the commiſſioners 
evenue in Ireland, the commiſſioners of the navy and vie- 
ing offices, clerks in yarious departments, and many 
er deſcriptions of men, who, from their ſituation, were 
poſed, natural enough, to be under influence, from ſiti 
Parliament, and ſubjeRing ſuch as ſhould, gotwichſtan f. 
v preſume to fit and vote, to a penalty of 20l. a day. 

n the 33d Geo. IT, an act paſſed to. oblige members to 
ver in a ſchedule of their qualifications, and take and 
ſcribe an oath of the ſame. Theſe, Sit, are all the diſ- 
ications on the perſons to be elected to Parliament, ex- 
ding that there are three acts in the reign of Queen Anne, 
one in the reign of George II. diſabling the regiſters, 
their deputies, for the three Ridings in Yorkſhire, and 
county of Middleſex, from fitting in Parliament. | 


— went on the ſubject of diſqualification, I will now pro- 
a den, that che noble Lord who holds the office of 
1 # IE 2 2 ____  ſeeretary 


on declared incapable, ſhall preſume to ſit or vate as 


waving thus given a general account of all the Ad. of J 
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ſecretary of ſtate for the American department, has no tif 
to a feat in this Houſe. * | 

That the office of ſecretary of ſtate is of very ancig 
eſtabliſhment in this kingdom, I am ready to- allow, thoq 
they were not always conſidered of equal importance as n 
I have endeavoyred to acquire all the knowledge I could 
that office; I think, therefore, I am warranted. in ſayi 
that there never was more than one.ſecretary of ſtate till 
wards the end of the reign of Henry the Eighth. Chu 
* * ſays, in a very old edition, ** In the reign of He 

ighth, there was but one ſecretary of ſtate; but! 
wards the end of that reign it was thought fit, that weigh 
and important office ſhould be diſcharged by two perla 
both of equal authority, and both tiled principal ſecretari 
of ſtate, one for the ſouthern, the other for the northa 
department.“ 

Two ſecretaries of ſtate only were appointed at the f 
time in King Henry's reign, In the time of his ſucceſi 
Edward the Sixth, there were only two fecretaries of it 
till towards the cloſe of his reign ; a third ſecretary was H 
appointed in the perſon of Sir John Cheek. Of this app 
ment, as I expect to hear much from the oppoſite fide oft 
Houle, I will preſently ſpeak more ſully. hl 
In the reign of Queen Elizabeth there were but two ſe 
aries of ſtate; there were no more in the reign of King 
James. In the reign of Chartes the Firſt, there wer 
two, they were ſecretary Windebank, at one time, and ed 
and afterwards, Sir —. fig Vane, the elder, ſucceeded. ! 
the Reſtoration Sir Edward Nicholas and Sir William Mi 
rice were the ſecretaries. On or about the year 1670, H 
Ty Lord Arlington ſycceeded Sir Edward Nicholas, andi 
Jag Trevor Sir William Morrice. There continued n 
-only two ſecretaries of ſtate during the remainder of Mr; 
Charles the Second's rejgn. There were but two in 
reign of James the Second. There were no more that 
in that of King William, nor, I believe, in that of G 

Anne; at leaft in that part of it which preceded the year 1 1 
-- » Having thus fhewn that originally, and till the end 
. 1 of Henry VIII. there was but one ſecretary of 15 
and afterwards but two (except in the ſingle caſe of n 
John Cheek, in Edward VIth's time) I now proces, Wy, 
take more particular notice of that appointment, * 
I contend, Sir, that that precedent is not ſuch as 10 
have attention paid to it. It was eſtabliſhed in a time af} 
tion, and exiſted but a moment. Gentlemen know 
ide Duke of Northumberland plotted to bring the ct 
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e his own family, in conſequence of the marriage of his 
Mn the Lord Guildford Nn with the Lady Jane Grey, 


nei ho, after the king's ſiſters Mary and Elizabeth, was pre- 
hoy mptive heir to the throne, He prepared himſelf accordingly 3 
ne of his creatures were put into old offices, for others 


ll offices were created. Sir John Cheek had been the 
ai ing's preceptor; he had, it may be reafonabl preſumed, . 
il conſequence, an influence over the royal mind. Mr. Se- 


retary Cecil had beſides married Sir John Cheek's ſiſter, and 
il had at firſt objected to the ſettlement of the crown in 


ut our of the Lady Jane, though he afterwards became a wit- 
egg es to it; it was of the utmoſt importance to Northumber- 
erlat | * 


and's views, to gain Sir John Cheek a new office, a new 
ct dointment was therefore created for him, that of third 
cretary of ſtate; he had beſides douceurs given him. Sip 
lam Petre was the other ſecretary; a man, I may ſafely 
e, wichout principle; who ſerved four crowned heads, in 
hat capacity, as different in intellect and turn of mind · as 
ineiple ; namely, Henry the eighth, Edward the ſixth, 
Queen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth. Strype, in his eccle- 
uſtical memorials, in 1553, ſays of Sir John Cbeek, 


In the next month, viz. June, a third N 
ppointed (a thing not known before) viz. Sir John Cheek, 
hoſe love and zeal for religion made him ſafe to the intereſt 
f Lady Jane; and a gift was added to him, and his heirs, 
Cate in Suffolk, with other lands, to the yearly value 
bone hundred pounds.” | Aenne 
That the appointment in his favour was merely the reſult 
political arangement, to forward the Duke of Northum- 
terland's views, I think is nd a doubt; he was ap- 
pointed in 1553; King Edward died on the 6th of July fol- 
owing, and on the 19th of the ſame month, the Lady Jane 
igned her pretenſion to the crown; fo that Sir John Cheek 
would only have held that office for a month. That he was the 
ore of Northumberland's principal agent, I have no doubt; 
ed on Mary's acceſſion; he was brought back, impri- 
loned in the tower, and ſtripped of his ſubſtance; to ſave his 
life he ſigned a declaration, profeſſing popery, and died in 
1557, contemned, as he deſerved to be, by all good men, for 
wanting principle, I truſt; the Houſe will agree with me, 
that ſuch à precedent, in ſuch a time, for ſuch a purpoſe, 
and ſor a month only, deſerves not the leaſt attention. 
| am, Sir, at a loſs to gueſs upon what ground the noble 
Lord's. right to a ſeat in this Houſe, will Ve defended. I 


con 


9 
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contend that it is a new office, new in fact, though not y 
name. The noble Lord ſeems cautiouſly to have avoich 
ahy new deſeription, and therefore, in the grant on the tz 
ble, it is called the office of one of his Majeſty's Princip 
ſecretaries of ſtate; but the truth is, his Lordſhip is ſeen; 
tary of ſtate for the colonies only. Look into the red boch 
re you will find the officers of the different department; 
thoſe for the ſouthern and northern departments, and, unde 
the head of ſecretary of ſtate for the colonies, the name d 
the noble Lord; his office is confined to the correſpondeng 
with the colonies and America only; enquire of your gene 
_ rals, enquire of your Admirals, ſome of whom are nom i 
the Houle, they will tell you, that their orders came through 
the office of the noble Lord, and I have been informed, | 
believe from pretty good authority, that his Lordſhip, a 
ſceretary of ſtate for the calonies, diſpoſes, in that capacity, 
of all employments there; they have given in the grant a 
old name to a new office, with a manifeſt intention of ayoid 
ing detection, and the act of Queen Anne. I truſt ſuch a 
evaſion will not ſuffice. nn 
But, Sir, if gentlemen ſhould ſtill entertain doubts, wie. 
ther it be or not a new office, they muſt allow at leaſt thi 
it is an extention of an old one; and, as ſuch, the noble 
Lord is rendered ĩincapable of being elected, and of fitting an 
voting in this Houſe. The 27th ſection of the act of the by 
of Queen Anne, which I have juſt read to you, applies en 
preſsly to this very caſe ; ft declares, in order to prevent to 
great a-number -of commiſſioners from being appointed for 
the execution of any office, that no greater number of com 
miſſioners ſhajl be appointed for the execution of any office 
than have been employed in the execution of ſuch reſpec 
tive office before the firſt day of that Parliament. It is in 
cumbent therefore, on the noble Lord, or his friends, u 
prove, that before that Parliament, there exiſted more that 
two ſecretaries'of ftate, which I contend never was the calt, 
except during a ſingle month of Edward the VIth's time; 
recedent which, what I have ſaid of it, I truſt vill us 
ave any weight, : F | 
Tue office of ſecretary of ftate for the colonies, was firk 
eftabliſhed in 1968, in favour of the Earl of Hillſborough] 
he was ſueceeded in 1972 by Lord Dartmouth; in 1775 * 
noble Lord over the way took that office. I have been WW 
formed, that a very reſpectable gentleman, now dead, wiv 
was afterwards chancellor of the exchequer, I —_ 1 
| 3 ar 


1770. rene 

ares Townſhend, had once a ſtrong defire for this office; 
it, on enquiry, he believed it would diſable him from a 
at in ths Houſe, and he therefore dropped ſuch intention, 
has been reported, that a very honourable and able gentle- 
an, fince alſo dead, once agitated this queſtion, with a 
iew, Rke mine, to ſhew, that the office diſqualifies from a 
at in this Houſe. I had great perſonal reſpect for that ho- 
durable gentleman, whatever I might think of him as a 
inifter;z he has left this country a legacy, which alone will 
nſmit his name to poſterity with honour ; I mean the act 


or 

' 10 chat honourable gentleman ever did 1 ſuch aqueſ- 
on, I am fure it was not in this Houfe. In 

s filled by a peer of Parliament, and could not have been 
e object of Parliamentary diſqualification. He muſt have 


cih ne alone on the power of the crown to eftabliſh ſuch an 
. fice, a queſtion entirely diffrent from mine. . 
OY Perhaps ir will be (aid, that the Houſe, in iſſuing the 


it for a new election, and by receiving the noble Lord 
pain, after the acceptance of his preſent office, has decided 
e queſtion in his favour, In the courts below I have al- 
ys underſtood, a precedent, adduced from a tranſaction 
ling ſub flentio, without argument, without an hearing, 
ks no weight. No man will contend, that a tranſaction, 
aſtily and inadvertently taken, when the queſtion of law 
as not thought of, can give a right to a ſeat in this Houſe, 


12 bainſt a expreſs act of Parliament. Such an idea is as new, 
"WS it is in- founded. | e | 
"fig On the whole, Sir, I truſt I have ſhewn that the noble 
ord fits in this Houle, againſt the letter and ſpirit of an a&t 
| Parhament, which ou Nr to be ſtrictly enforced in times 
1 le the preſent, when private diftreſs, and public difficulties 
* relent themſelves too forcibly. Let us not forfeit the good 
aon of our conſtituents, io arte goo violation of an 
> intended to preſerve this Houſe from corruption and un- 
128 e influence, They will grumble the more at the heavy 


thens this ruinous and wicked war has orought upon them, 
Then they think che members of this Houſe ſhate in the 


ber ls, and fatten by the votes they give, in ſupport of it. 
4 fore I make the motion J have in my hand, I muſt de- 
s „be clerk will read the 25th and 29th ſections of the g 


f the bth of ueen Anne. : [The cletk read thoſe ſections, 

allo Lord George Germaine's commiſſiong/ for the office 
ſeeretary of Rate. ] I now move N 
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— 


ing controverted elections, and I have forgot his er- 


is time the office 
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Hon. Tem- 


Pe Luttrell. 


ryſhip of ſtate for the colonies would ply not com 


upon me to affirm, that there never have been three ſecrets 
ces. 


the true conſtruction of the act of Queen Anne, I ſhowed" 
think totally needleſs; and that I need only ſtand up to 
cond the motion literally, without further trouble to Wl 
Houſe, had not recent experience within theſe walls c 
vinced me, that there are gentlemen on the other fide 
the floor, of a very learned and reſpectable profeſſion, bol 
ſuperior faculties of mind I gend 

the moſt ſpecious refinement and dexterity, can make ev 
thing here carry with it the ſemblance of law and real 
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That the Right Honourable George Germaine, con, 
monly called Lord George Germaine, having, fince th 
commencement: of this preſent Parliament, been appoint 
to, and ftill holding, the office of one of his Majeſty's pri 
cipal ſecretaries of ſtate, in addition to the two ancient d 
fices for the ſouthern and northern department, was, andi 
1 from fitting and voting in this Houſe, by an 2 
made in the 6th year neen Anne, entitled, “ an act fy 
the, ſecurity of her Majeſty's perſon and government, a 
of the ſucceſſion of the crown in the proteſtant line.“ 
Hon. Z. Luttrell ſtood up to ſecond the motion, with an ex: 
neſt defire to expreſs his ſenſe of the eſſential ſervice the bo 
nourable member rendered the public, by endeavouring to en 
force, at this day, the act of the 6th of Queen Anne. He 
preſent in the Houſe when the worthy baronet firſt apprizd 
the nuniſters of his intention, and confeſſed it appeared to hi 
that Sir Joſeph had then entered on the outline of his 2 
ments with great clearneſs and and judgment. 0 
The motion now agitated particularly applies to a nobl 

Lord facing me, and | think he is properly brought forwar, 
becauſe we were candidly told by the other noble Lord, wi 
courted him to an acceptance of this office, that the ſecret 


within the liſt of places created fince 1705, [which lift hal 
been ordered by the Houſe ;] it is therefore underſtood } 
the noble Lord with the blue ribbon, to be an office of as 
cient inſtitution, before our American plantations. had A 
exiſtence ; for, ſince the days of the firſt Briciſh ſettlers, 
that quarter of the globe, till the year 1705, I wil! ta 


ries of ſtate for the kingdom of England, and its depends 


To demonſtrate therefore, that this cotuniion is with 


admire, but who, wh 


or the contrary, juſt as may beſt correſpond with their pt Ne t 


litical purpoſes. A commander in chief of your fleet . 
clazes: before this - Houſe [the grand inqueſt of the natis 
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at he was prevented from renewing the battle with the 
emy, becauſe an inferior officer under his command did 
xt obey his fignal ſo to do, which was flying ſeveral hours. 
he inferior officer expreſlly allows the fact, yet, ſay ſome of 
e long-robed orators to the right of your chair, the fact is not 
own to the Houſe, ſo as to eſtabliſi thereon an applica- 
on to the crown for an enquiry. The judgment of the 
durt martial, now on your table, which competently de- 
cides, without appeal, upon the charges brought before 
hem, pronounce thoſe charges to be malicious and ill- 


* punded; yet, ſay the ſame learned gentlemen, we cannot 
_W iS; proceed upon that adjudication, nor admit there was 
en malice in the caſe, in conſequence of which to addreſs 


e executive power on behalf of the people we repreſent, 
xd remove a public ſervant, obnoxious to the whole king- 
pm and dangerous to the ſtate, However, theſe very cour- 
ous advocates can themſelves proceed, in a moſt ſummary 
a to rejudge the judges, and their ſentence ; and without 
aring the one, or pretending to underftand the evidence 
un bich induced the other, condemn both. I ſay therefore, 
at, if a new world was found out for us, by the two ſhips 
o adventuring under Commodore Cook, and another court 
tu ender made up of the places, containing as many depart- 
ents as there are members of this Houſe, I doubt not but 
ue crown lawyer would hold it his duty any that theſe 


the globe, previouſly to the year 1705, and therefore ex- 
ted in the clauſe of the act of Queen Anne, which li- 


ereus the general excluſion of placemen. I ſhall obſerve that 


occaſion and ſubject of the act are, in my opinion, per- 
3 Through the exorbitant revenues, and in- 

ng power of the crown, corruption had made very 
arming ſtrides amidſt theſe benches, and cauſed juſt ap- 
henfions for the libetties of the ſubject, and mainte- 
to M rce of our free conſtitution, But the more immediate mo- 
e for the act I take to be this. The Whig adminiſtration 
fide chat æta teſtified, on many occaſions, a ſuſpicion (and 
who e latter years of her Majeſty's reign proved it not alto- 
„ iber groundlefs) left Queen Anne ſhould,” before the cloſe 
ee fer political career, with to reſtore the unhappy family of 
reaſaii art, to which ſhe was ſo near in blood, rather than ele- 
te to the throne her remote relation of the hguſe-of Brunſ- 
cet Mk. The ſummer preceding the act of 10 the Princeſs 
nat Phia of Hanover had been naturalized, when the ſon of 
vor, XI. R James 


were of ancient ſtanding, ſome time fince the creation. 
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James II. immediately made his appearance on the oppoſi 
coaſts, and meditated an invaſion, The introduction of a [ac 
bite miniſtry might give birth to new offices, and new em 
luments, the temptations of which, ſhould ſecure a clear m 
Jority in either Houſe of Parliament, to fayour the reſtoratig 
of the Stuarts, againſt the Hanover ſucceſſion. The act is e 
tiled, an act for the ſecurity of her Majeſty's perſon and py 
vernment, and the ſucceſſion of the crown in the Proteſtant lim 
It was a primary object of the act in queſtion, to confine thy 
patronage and influence of the crown within the bounds f 
then had. And the clear interpretation of the act is, © T} 
members of the Houſes of Parliament, have already a uf 
cient ſhare of loaves and fiſhes, and they ſhall poſlek u 
more.” Now comes the queſtion; whether the office of a thi 
ſecretary of ſtate, in addition to the two former ſecretari 
add to the number of placemen ; and whether there is a ne 
acceſſion of court-patronage > Will any gentleman conte 
that there is not new honour, new authority, new emo 
ment, and new protection? Look at the new appoint: 
falaries of the ſecretaries, clerks, &c, and conſider that M 
noble Lord has, by virtue of this office, become chief ma e 
ſter for the civil war, on the other fide the Atlantic. A 
commiſſioner for trade and plantations, he could certaul 

not have exerciſed the ſame power officially. But will it 
maintained, that the noble Lord, is till one of the cool 
ſtoners for the board of plantations merely under. aud 
denomination? I have the noble Lord's own word in tar 
Houſe, that he is not more a lord of trade than the Ard 
biſhop of Canterbury, who * nominally [ ſays the nol 
Lord] ftands in the .commiſſion as well as myſelf;“ [i 
his Grace of Lambeth is not named in the commithon.] 
preſume he meant the Biſhop of London; and if that pra 
{ſhould be appointed to the noble Lord's office, I imagine 
could not but be conſidered as a new and diſtin pd 
However, if the noble Lord can ſhew that he is ſtill at n 
head of the board of trade, I ſhall not be ſorry for it; er 
cauſe I fhall then know to whom 1 ſhould apply, upon tad 
commercial concerns which muſt ere long call for the ſa 
ous attention of the Parliament; and for which, it {cane c 
no one member of adminiftration holds himſelf peculs, | 
reſponſible. Let us now confider the office of ſecreta Ul 
tate; and much to the purpoſe may be learnt from Logo 

Chancellor @arcndon, in his hiſtory of the civil was Uh 
Charles the Firſt. He ſtates the two ſecretaries of Rate, Witte: 


4 


” = 2 x Er. © CC Ec, a Y 


o time to be eſſentially different as to character, digni 
n duties of office, rh what they were in Eller def, 
m0 re the reign of Queen Elizabeth; ſo that the cafe cited 
the member who made the motion, from the memoirs of 
ati: John Cheeke, cannot poſſibly apply. The ſtatute of pre- 
se ency ſhews, that there was but one principal fecretary to 
e king, at the end of Henry the Eighth's reign.'' At whoſe 
ne) eceſſion, Fox, Biſhop of Winchefter, and lord privy feal, 
ee been appointed to that high and important poſt; and a 
ry ingemous author in that age, ſays, that the acceſſion of 
weakh which came to the king, on the deceaſe of his fa- 
as well as foreign correſpondencies, and many literary 
ntroverfies about religion, made it a uſeful and neceſſary 
ee. Before the appointment of this eccleſiaſtic, there 
args no officer of rank about the court in a fimilar ſtation. 
ere were ſecretaries indeed, and clerks to the ſeyeral 
neu rds of ſtate, particularly to the King's council. I ſay, 
ore, again, that, if we are told from over the way 
ns the honourable member ſurmiſes] that in the reign of 
ward the Sixth, upwards of two centuries ago, there were 


mine reer or four ſecretaries of ſtate, I deny the fact; or that a 
gle precedent in point can be produced before 1705, when 
ui operation of the act commences ; but even ſuppote that, 


lu fome obſolete period, for a ſpecial purpoſe, or from ne- 
mmi ect to call in the old commiſſion, directly upon iſſuing the 
noche one, there might have been three officers ſomewhat con- 
in ent to our modern ſecretaries of ſtate; I am confident 
u plea would never be brought forward, were the great 
cle for the law, of the oppoſite form, here in his place 
de Attorney General]; for, if I much miſtake not, I have 
rd him poſitively ſay, that even acts of Parliament, may 
e a preſcriptive diſuſance, by which they are virtually. 
celted. At the acceſſion of Henry the Seventh, that 
bg for a certain ſpace of time, put the office of lord high 
ward of England into commiſſion, and appointed nine 
t; ons, many of whom were commoners, to execute its ſer- 
ae, and enjoy the fees: now, if the miniſters of theſe days 
e e to adviſe their ſoveriegn to do the fame, and we had 
ne commiſſioners among us for the office of lord high ſtew- 
| could any member of Parliament conſcientioufly or 
ta ently with his duty to the public, vote that ſuch com- 
boders were meant to be excepted out of the act of Queen 
ane, as holding appointments of ancient and eftabliſhed 
ltence > If ſuch evaſions and quibbles hold good, how 
R 2 a can 


ran 
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of the people from their integrity and independence? | uy 
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can the act poſſibly take the effect intended, which was | 
ſtop the further influence of the crown, and by new officy 
or emoluments out of the public purſe, ſeduce the delegaty 


derſtand the noble Lord is ſoon to be called up, by his My 
jeſty's gracious command, to the Houſe of Lords; ther, 
fore, the I now take cannot be deemed a perſonal a: 
tack upon him; if we vote him out of our company, it maiſon 
probably expedite his patent of peerage. Surely, Sit, M 
numerous majority of Monday laſt on the fide of goven 
ment, reſpecting the good management of the navy, andi 
vote of the preceding week, which declared it judicious 

neceflary to ſend twenty fail of the line to a ſtation off Bui 
when there were from twenty-ſeven to thirty-two of f 
line at that port, and not another man of war at home equi 
ped for battle; no body of troops in readineſs, to & 
fend us from invaſion; I fay theſe majorities prove thi 
there are perſons enough among us, ſubſervient to the u 
of a miniſter, and court places enough for every good ei 
without infringing the ſtatute of 1707. Let us draw the lu 
where the poſitive law of the land has drawn it, and noty 
the letter of the law, to an interpretation diametrically d 
reverſe from its legiſlative ſpirit, The honourable memb 
motion muſt then ſucceed, It 1s not that I affect adiſeſiee 
for placemen in general; to ſerve our country in a poſt 
— and induſtry, I hold to be highly honourable; bu 
would have the labourer worthy of his hire; attached to gn 
vernment fo long as he can remain attached conſiſtently i N 
his obligation to his fellow citizens of the community 
large; but, I by no means approve of thoſe offices which lp! 
creaſe in value, uſt in proportion to the accumulating di e, 
ſes of our conſtituents, and weight of taxes. Many hoe 
of ſuch offices are now in my eye; when the intereſts oft 
executive power are at variance with the legiſlature ( 
is too viſibly the caſe at preſent) a reform of minifters . 
ere long correct the evil, and thoſe only can be called bond 
or loyal who endeavour to reconcile the will of the! 
their maſter with the wiſhes of his ſubjects. It indeed 
comes us to be doubly vigilant at this crifis over the ng 
of thoſe who ſent us hither, becauſe we know, and dal 
feel, the inordinate influence of bad men, But I foreſt 
looking round me, that we ſhall have but a ſmall numbſ"o: 
go forth in hehalf of the motion, Were I alone on ſp 


ugſtion, till I hear more cogent arguments in its fav! 
q 2 — 8 " 
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11 am yat aware of, I would on no account yield up the 
at without a diviſion. There are many gentlemen of 
at abilities, with whom I uſually have the ſatisfaction to- 
e in opinion, who are abſent on this day; and I wiſh, 
conduct of thoſe mes, in ſaving ſo valuable an office 
the third ſecretaryſhip, may not have a tendency to ſanc- 
1 a very bitter remark, I have often heard without doors, 
on the outs as well as the inns; which is, that both par- 
| in making the public ſpoil as large as poſhble. 
„ fake of places and ſalaries they both hold ſacred, and 
no account to be diminiſhed, though they wrangle and 
it about the ſharing of it; if however, ſuch idea ſhould be 
preſſed from the early part of this day's buſineſs, I ſh 
hope, that the zeal of the oppoſition, upon the contrac- 
bill, which is to come on next, will preſeve their cha- 
fer for difintereſtedneſs and fincerity. | 


dn, he ſhould not take up much time of the Houſe, When 
poſt was offered to him, he took the beſt adyice, and was 
formed, it did not diſqualify him from holding a ſeat in 
it Houſe ; if he had fo conſidered it, he never would have 
cepted-it, It was no new office; his ſeat had been vacated, 
| be had been re-choſen, without any objection; he was 
retary of ſtate at large, and not connected with the board 
trade, though he ſometimes attends as firſt Lord. , 


lice) next ſpoke, He ſaid, if the appointment was not 
v, the noble Lord was then eligible to a ſeat in the Houſe of 
mmons ; he had many precedents ſince Queen Anne's 
ne, to ſhew there had been fix different appointments, of 
„and once four ſecretaries of ſtate, He had alſo the 
ount of the appointment of a third ſecretary, in the time 
Edward the Sixth, as mentioned by the honourable gen- 
man that made the motion, of which he would ſay no- 
ing. In the year 1708-9 (a time, he confeſſed, fince 
e aft of the 6th of Queen Anne) more buſineſs ariſing, 
Ie Queen declared in council, that ſhe thought it fit to 
ate a third ſecretary of ſtate, The patent was the ſame 
the noble Lord's; it was given to a peer. There was an 
„where there were four ſecretaries of ſtate, one of 
dom was a commoner, that was in 1723; there were the 
hake of Roxburgh and two others; one of whom going 
th the King to Hanover, Sir Robert Walpole was ap- 
| pointed 


„*. 
* 1 


Lord George Germaine ſaid, after the handſome manner Lord George 
which the honourable gentleman had introduced the mo- C 


Mr. De Grey (under ſecretary. of ftate in Lord George's Mr. DeGreys 


| Lord Ncrth. Lord North ſaid, be thought the noble Lord's ſeat was 
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pointed fourth ſecretary of ſtate. A new writ iſſued on 
4th of May 1723, he was re- elected, and his ſeat was f * 
queſtioned. In 17 805 it was not given in as a new ply 

when the account of ſuch was called for. Lord George! 
been re · elected, and no objections taken; there had H 
therefore two determinations of the Houſe ; beſides, the. 
ſice of paymaſter of the forces had been divided, and not 
jection taken; other offices had alſo been divided, and, 
not permitted to be occupied by a commoner, it would 
transferred to the Houſe of Peers. The late Mr. Gremi on 
had enquired, and had given up his objections; beſides, iſtic 
could not be new. Lord George ſometimes, in the abſ 


of other ſecretaries, had introduced ambaſſadors. | dt 
Sir Geerge Sir George Yonge ſaid a few words, exprefling his doù e 
Tenge whether it was not a new place; on being told the cn 
_ ran in the ancient form, he expreſſed himſelf and 
- 4 4 , | 47 
Mr. Dcr. Mr. De Grey then moved, to leave out the words of ill 
motion, in addition to the two ancient offices of the ſoi ae 
ern and northern department,” in which he was ſeconded il 
Lord North. | er 
Mr. Pae- Mr. Pulteney then roſe, and ſaid, he was not in the He | 
27 when the honourable gentleman opened his motion; bu ec 


thought no ſtreſs ſhould be laid on any enquiries of 
Grenville, for it was impoſſible he ſhould think of any qu 
tion like the preſent, Lord Hillſborough, who was fuſts 
pointed ſecretary of ſtate for the colonies, held the of ie: 
when Mr. Grenville died; and therefore, if he enquired lun 
all, it muft have been only into the power the king had ikee 
eſtabliſhing ſuch an officer; in which he was clearly of ooo 
nion, the King's right to make ſuch an appoinment \ 
clear. But the queftion now is, whether a man holdif 
that office can fit in this Houſe? I think he cannot; Mt 
* cauſe, though it is not a new office, yet it falls, in my q 
nion, under the clauſe which prevents any increaſe of old( 
partments; a blot is no blot till it is hit, The caſes! 
honourable gentleman has brought, of there being three: 
four ſecretaries of ſtate at the ſame time, are, by h1s.0 
confeſſion, caſes ſince the 6th- of Queen Anne, and con 
quently do not apply. 


fenſible, as the law now ſtands, The clauſethe honourablege 
tleman dwells on, talks of a commiſſioner for executing 4 


office, and the clauſe prevents any increaſe in the nuimbert 
a 
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one commiſſion. Here all the ſecretaries had ſeparate 
g miſſions, and ſeparate: ſalaries. Indeed, if the cron 
ind wantonly and unneceſſarily increaſe the number, and 

extefit, it would not be borne. ; 
vir Joſeph Mawbey then roſe to reply, but a clamour being Sir J 
ge for the queſtion, and Sir / Joſeph perſiſting in his right , 
in to ſpeak, the ſpeaker ſaid, it was uſual to indulge with 
ply, thoſe who had introduced a motion to the Houſe, 
Rigby then called to order, and ſaid, the honourable Mr. Rigby. 
net had a right to ſpeak, for ſince he before ſpoke, a 
ion had been made, and he had not ſpoke to that. 
dir Foſeph Mawbey then ſaid, -that before he came that — Sir Jaſep 
d the Houſe, he believed there muſt have been diſcovered, — 
ao precedents which had eſcaped him, from the confident 
mer in which his motion had been reported to be 111 
nded ; his aſtoniſhment was now great, on finding that 
arguments againſt it, were ſuch as only juſtified one act 
illegality by another; becauſe, fince the 6th of Queen 
fe, Sir Robert Walpole had fat illegally, therefore, the 


le Lord was ſo to fit. The Houſe had not determined 
ter had a right to their ſeats ; the objections had never oc- 
He d. With reſpe& to the office of pay-maſter, he con- 
but ded it was illegally ſplit, if both the poſſeſſors had ſeats in 


t Houſe ; it was illegal that a third vice treaſurer of Ire- 
iat in the Houſe of Commons. The honourable gen- 
nan below him, the pay-maſter of the forces, had a right 
e alone in that department, and if he ſhou!d be quartered 
hum, he would move he ſhould have a bed to himſelf, Let 
keep this Houſe chaſte, and corruption in the other Houſe 
not do much harm. The motion for leaving out the words 
improper, becauſe the words in the motion recited the 
fact; however, he had diſcharged his own mind; he 
= thought his motion proper, and would, if he ftood 
yr, divide the Houſe, | | 

be divifion then took place, when there appeared only 
cs WE perlon ¶ befides the two tellers, Sir Joſeph Mawbey, and 
ee 8. honourable Temple Luttrell] for the motion, to 245 
ualt it; that perſon was the honourable James Luttrell. 


Order of the day for going into a committee on the bill 

'as (On excluding contractors from fitting in the Houſe of Com- 

U 8. 

Mr. On/low was againſt the ſpeaker's. caring he chair. Mr. 0nſlw. 
ber id not doubt the honourable gentleman, who brought in 

| the 
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the bill meant it for the good of his country; but in 
opinion, it would produce worſe evils than thoſe it inteiſ 
to remedy. At would force the miniſtet to put up all q 
tracts to public auction; diſappointments, frauds and 
lures would be the conſequence, And in Parliament, ink 
of reſpect able merchants, inftead of the fair contractor: i 
govetnment, you would have their ſubſtitutes, and the w 
name of proxies be. deteſted, + Beſides, he thought it wit 
croachment on the privileges of the electors, that the Had 
ſhould, determine they ſhould not chuſe merchants or meal 
trade to repreſent them, . becauſe poſhbly 7 might {ell thi 
merchandize to government. This would be an alarm 
_ Innovation, . . 
Sir J. Goods Sir J. Goadricte obſerved, that the bill propoſed an innon 
ricke. tion in the conſtitution, and narrowed the elective powen 
the people; that therefore, it ought to be ſupported on 
clear and ſolid grounds; that no ſuch grounds had been 
ledged, that the opal of the bill went to the excluſion 
of all perſons in lucrative employ ments, and of all office 
the army and navy; and that no arguments had been 
ledged ; no evidence adduced for the excluding contraft 
from the Houſe of Commons, more than any of the ib 
ſons. He ſaid, that in regard to the precluding app 
hended governmental influence from that Houſe, a live 
drawn by law; that it was a judicious and a conſtituti 
line, not to be rted from without very good and 
ſantial reaſons, which had not as yet been produced. 
obſerved. further, that the proviſions of the bill were ſo vg 
and indetermined, as to render it quite nugatory ; that! 
< unavoidable indefinite nature and circumſtances of contral 
and of what is called public bidding, not in the lealt it 
ſtrained by this bill, would, after its paſſing into a law, 

allow. corru ung miniſters to have as many e 
traQtors in the Houſe of Commons as they have at pref 
and probably with more detriment to the public inter 
He. endeavoured to ſhew, that contracts could not by} 
g be inſured to the loweſt 'bidder, without imminent prejudl 
to the public ſervice; and that, if this bill really had ef 
the mercantile intereſt would be improperly diſcourages, 
this bill, from a place and influence in the Houſe of Cl 
mons, becauſe'their ſcat would interfere with the purſuit] 
an honourable and profitable branch of their buſineſs ; to 
the acceptatice of contracts, offered to them by govermme 


, . 
* * 
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Sir Willem Wale, thanked the framer of the bill, for his situ. 
ady perſeverance in fo good a cauſe. He faid, there were 
rchants enough out of the Houſe, and the bill did not pre- 
nde the miniſtry from contracting with them; but he 
ld not help being of opinion, that the temptation of a 
oftable contract of 20 or 30,0001. was too much, and 
v9 influence men to vote contrary to their real ſentiments 


> 
nd pl 


inſte 


pl to the intereſt of their country, | 
10 Sir Thomas Frankland ſaid, it was well known, that profit Sir n 
d loſs was the merchant's God and devil; and if gain had Franiland, 


influence out of the Houſe with men in trade, why not 
thigit ? He told a droll ſtory of a man addreſſing a letter 
him. He thought he was miſtaken; but upon ſeeing him, 
ſaid, No, Sir, I find you have great parliamentary inter- 
|, and I wiſh you would get me into Parliament, And 
ay, ſaid, Sir Thomas, what are you a corn- factor? And 
ſuppoſe when in Parliament you would get a good contract. 


0 ſhould be obliged to you, Sir. He told him he would 

n gothing to do with him; and afterwards he went down 

n Yorkſhire, to oppoſe owe of the Yorkſhire members, 
ad for this he got two valuable contracts. 


Mr. James Luttrell ſaid, he hoped he ſhould not be fingle Mr. Jana 
d a diviſfion upon this buſineſes, as he had been upon the ©** 

ſt ; but he ſhould never be aſhamed of ſtanding alone in a 

dad cauſe, For his own part, he ſaw a dangerous miniſte- 

al influence. arifing from contractors being members of 
Farliament, and thought it ſtriftly conſtitutional to oppoſe 

He conſidered the poſt of ſecretary of ſtate for the colo- 

$ at this time, as no other than a contract of emoluments 

A high honours, deſtructive of the independency of Parlia- 

dent. He conſidered them all as pernicious to the very foun- 
esa and exiſtence of the conſtitution, and he had ſeen the 
is of their having ſeats in that Houſe, Would that 

Dar as he, who has a contract for cartouch-boxes vote for 

e concluſion of the war; or he who ſupplies the army with 

eee and ſouercroute ? It could not be expected that thoſe 

bo lived, who fed on the continuance of the war, would 

de for its concluſion. | 
vir George Fombwell objected to this concluſion ; ſaid it Sir Cn. 
light as well be declared, that officers whoſe. road to pre- . 
ment and honour lay in the field of war, would vote for 

face, He ſpoke of the danger of little men buying the con- 

as, and the misfortunes that would ariſe from adyenturers 

*cuting the buſineſs badly. | P 4 

Vor. XI. 8 Mr. 
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Mr. Er. Mr, Fox roſe chiefly to obſerve on Sir George Won. 
well's remark, that it was a'perfonal attack, on thoſe why 
now hold contracts. For his part, he did not ſee it in thi 
light; but if the gentlemen in that ſituation preſent conſidey 
it as ſuch, they ſhould have retired, as Lord George Ge 
main had done on the former queſtion reſpecting him, 

He maintained, that if the new-created office was 1 
witnin the ſpirit of the act of Queen Anne, the contrafly 
were; for perſons holding great emoluments from goven 
ment were within the clauſe, ' 

The parliamentary effect of contracting was two-fold, 2 
both the action and the re- action tended to deſtroy the ind 
pendence of the Houie, He then ſtated the mutual oblig 
tion between the contractors and the miniſter, The min 
ſer, in the firſt place, ſaid to the contractor, I give you 
good contract, on condition that you give me a good vote; 
and in the ſecond place, the contractor re- acts upon the n 
niſter, I have given you a good vote, give me a good ci 
tract; I voted for you the other night, in direct contradi 
tion to my ſenſes; I voted, that we had forty- two ſhy 
ready for ſea, when we had but ſix; and, I voted thatth 

»," French flect did not confiſt of thirty-two ſhips, when Ad 

35 miral Keppel had but twenty; though both the facts, U 
upon the table. I have voted all this to do you ſervice, 2 
] expect you will not heſitate to give me a good thing; the 
fore, you muſt not quarrel with me for two-pence à gall 
on rum, or a farthing on a loaf of bread.” Tet 

And ſays the miniſter to another, ** You know I gavey0 
an advantageous contract, worth to you 20,000]. thereſc 
} muſt have a ſure vote in you.“ Here is the worſt of a 

© ties, a double influence, a reciprocity, which this bill 18 10 

tended to remedy. But perhaps the inſignificant advan 
of ſeventy-five per cent. is nothing in the conſideration ad 
huddling treaſury - board, who have currency and ſterling? 

ways at their elbow. | N 
The Houſe divided, whether the ſpeaker ſhould leave 
chair; for it 124, ogain{t it 165. | * 
Lord North. Lord North then moved to put off the further conſide 
_ tion of the bill, to that day four months; which paſſed wil 
out a diviſion, | 


x | | March 17. h 

Mr. Crd. | Mr. Ord reported the iefulutions which the committee) 
come to, to the Houſe; which he read in his place, # 

I afterwa 


Y 1 


erwards delivered in at the table, where the ſame were 
id, and arc as followeth, via. | | 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that, 
wards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an addi- 
inal duty or charge of five poungs per centum be laid upon 
produce and amount of the ſeveral duties and revenues 
ger the management of the reſpective commiſſioners of 
riſe in Great Britain (except on the produce of the duty 
beer, ſoap, tallow candles and hides;) the ſaid additional 
ty of five pounds per centum to be charged, collected, paid, 
drawn back, under the ſame rules and regulations, and 
the fame manner and form, as the preſent duties of exciſe 
now charged, collected, paid, and drawn back.“ 

That, an additional duty or impoſt of five pounds per cen- 
de laid upon the produce and amount of the ſeveral ſub- 


zeity, and collected under the management of the re- 

ive commiſſioners of the cuſtoms in Great Britain; 

ſaid additional duty to be charged and paid upon the 
d ſubſidies, impoſts, and other duties, after the uſual 

:ounts and other allowances have been made and deducted 

reſrom, and to be repaid or drawn back under the ſame 
Jes and regulations, and in the ſame manner and form, - 
the preſent duties are now charged, collected, paid, and 

vn back. | 

That every poſt-maſter inn-keeper, or other perſon in 

eat Britain, who ſhall let to hire any ſaddle horſe, or 


le, or from ſtage to ſtage, ſhall pay annually the ſum of 
| ſhillings, for a licence for that purpole. | 

That for and in reſpe& of every ſaddle-horſe, hired by 
mile or ſtage, to be uſed in travelling poſt in Great 
tain, there be charged a duty of one penny for every mile 
i borſe ſhall travel poſt; ſuch duty to be paid by the per- 
or perſons by whom ſuch horſe thall be fo hircd or uſed, 


—— 


It was added to the exception, in order to make way for a parti- 
r reſolution on malt; which was, that a duty of fifteen per cen- 
ſhould be laid upon the produce and amount of the ſeveral du- 
upon malt, is reſolution was made on the 16th without any 


ate, | 
$82 That 


es, impoſts, and other duties, now due and payable to his | 


ſe for draught, for the purpoſe of travelling poſt by the 


# This reſolution was re-committed, and, on the 1 3th of March, 
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That for and in reſpect of every pair of horſes, hired h 
the mile or ſtage, for drawing of a carriage in travellin 
poſt, there be charged a duty of two pence for every mi 
ſuch, pair of horſes ſhall travel poſt ; ſuch duty to be paid y 
the perſon or perſons by whom every ſuch pair of hot 
ſhall be ſo hired or uſed, , | 

That every perſon who ſhall keep any four-wheeled chi 
or other machine, commonly called a diligence, or poſt-coach; 
or by what name ſoever ſuch carriages now are or he 
after ſhall be called or known, for the purpoſe of conv 
ing any number of paſſengers, not exceeding four, for hi 
and to from ſtage to ſtage, or from place to place fi 
pay nt the ſum of Fre ſhillings for a licence for th 

rpoſe. | 

That every four-wheeled chaiſe, or other machine, 
monly called a diligence, or poſt-coach, or by what nar 
ſoever ſuch carriages are now or hereafter ſhall be called irc: 
known, for the purpoſe of conveying a number of paſſenge 
not exceeding four, for hire, to and from ſtage to ſtage, 
from place to place, ſhall be charged with a duty of one halter 
penny per mile ſuch carriage ſhall travel, to be paid by an 


- owner thereof. b an 


That the ſaid reſpective duties be under the managenaliih: 
and direction of the commiſſioners of ſtamps. 
That every perſon who ſhall keep any office or place Mad. 
buying, ſelling, inſuring, regiſtering, diſpoſing, or other 
dealing in, any tickets or chances, or parts thereof, ot 
the numbers of any tickets in any lottery whatſoever, or ur t 


office or place, ſhall firſt take out a licence for that purpo ie 
That there ſhall be paid the ſum of fifty pounds for e eee 
ſuch licence. 


And, That the monies to be raiſed by the faid duties im 
be applied towards the defraying the expences attending ities 
commiſſion to be made forth for managing ſuch lottery. oble 


Mr. Huſſey made ſome objections to the terms of the 1 
as being very extravagant, and above the current value 
money, thereby increaſing the intereſt to be paid to ih 
lenders, -and the taxes to be impoſed on the public. - 0an f 

Mr. Jactſen ſaid, that the terms were not quite fis 
cent. in 2 | 

Mr. Fox, in a ſhort ſpeech, conſidered it was a ve!) 


bargain for the public. | nb 
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Mr. D. Hartley. So many ſound and unanſwerable argu- Mr. D. 
i — have been offered by the gentlemen on this ſide of the Hartliy. 


ouſe, upon the general ſtate of public credit, and more 
pecially upon the terms of the preſent year's loan, that I. 
| have but little to add upon that head. The noble Lord 
the head of the treaſury 1s reduced to this dilemma, either 


it confeſs, that the terms, which he has given to the ſub- 
aach ibers for this year's loan, are exorbitant and unjuſtifiable, 
Ve if he contends, that the preſent extortionous rate of inte- 


t, which he allows to the ſubſcribers, is become, under his t 
nagement of public affairs, the national rate of intereſt 
r moncy, he gives, by that public confeſhon, a fatal blow to = 
pblic credit, and thereby declares that the national reſources | 
te at the laſt gaſp, It is within a few years, I might fa 
thin a few months, that the ſtate of public credit was uf Ys 
ent to ſupport parliamentary loans for the public uſe at 
tee and an half per cent. per annum. The loan of this pre- 
nt year is at the rate of between fix and ſeven per cent. 
um. The extravagant difference of the national rate of 
tereſt at periods reſpectively ſo near to each other, forms a 
jancial paradox, totally novel and inexplicable, accordin 
dany of the principles upon which it has been defended by 
te noble Lord, The incongruity, however, is apparent 
pon the conſideration of the manner of making this loan, 
id of the conſtituent parts of it. If the noble Lord com- 
its himſelf to the mercy of money-lenders, without any 
nancial exertions, or prudential proviſions, on his own part, 
rr the defence of public credit which is committed to his 
re, what can he expect but that money-jobbers ſhould im- 
ple their own unreſtrained terms upon him? Can it be be- 
eyed, that the national rate of intereſt ſhould riſe in a few 
tonths from three and a half per cent. to five per cent? This 
$ impoſſible ; nor do we find that money upon private ſecu- 
ties has riſen in any ſuch enormous proportion; but the 
ble Lord ſuffers himſelf to be impoſed upon, and dictated 
dbythe money-jobbers, who have no view whatſoever in their 
perations, but to procure a premium to the loan of the year, 
thout any conſideration of the rate of intereſt upon the 
on itſelf, Whether that rate of intereſt be four, or five, or 
Ix per cent, it is equal to them, if they can but get an 
orbitant premium, for tranſmitting the bargain through 
er hands, When any one bargain is offered, the premium 
Wes over the bargain itſelf, while negotiating, and — 
own 
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down the ſtocks to à lower level; then the bargain take; 
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new poſition, or ſtarting place, from that reduced level, a 
fil} the noble Lord is bound to produce an exorbitant ſuper 
added premium, to a bargain already blown upon, and depm 
ciated under the imbecility of his negotiation ; thus adding 
extoftion to premium, and premium to extortion, at the mei 
of mercilefs Jews and money-jobbers, 3 | 
If the noble Lord would but exert the faculties, which hi 
ſituation ſupplies him with, to do juſtice to the public in di- 
ving their bargains, he might upon the funds mortgaged ſq 
this ſingle year, have raiſed ſome millions more to the public 
ſupply, as the ſubſcription money for that annuity, which h 
has morgaged to the public creditors in the loan of this yay 
He has loaded the public this year with an annuity of 472,00 
per annum, which if he had had the wiſdom to have protectel 
and ſupported public credit, inſtead of ter it adrift at th 
mercy of the money-lenders, might have produced more thay 
nine millions to the public ſupply, inſtead only of ſeven ach- 
ally raiſed. This ſaving might have been made, even alloy: 
ing a riſe of the public intereſt of money from three and 1 
half per cent. (which was the rate not long ſince) to four a 
a half per cent. for the loan of the preſent year, which | 
needed not to have exceeded, under wiſe and prudent condud 
of able and vigilant miniſters. / Above two millions of money 
might thus have been produced to.the public, either for thei 
current expences, or in diminution and abatement of the pre 
ſent enormous outſtanding debt, if miniſters would have a: 
erted their vigorous powers in due time, for the ſupport d 
public credit. This allowance of four and a half per an 
as the national rate of intereſt for this year's loan (that is t 
ſay, allowing a riſe of intereſt upon the public funds, within 
a few months, from three and a half to four and a half per cit. 
is full and adequate to any ſuppoſeable neceſſary riſe of int 
reft in the caſe, if miniſters had given their attention and 
exertions to the ſupport of public credit, But even at fit 
per cent. which is the extreme caſe, and which, at the rated 
the three per cent. ſtocks at the time of negotiating the preſen 
year's loan, was above the current rate of national interel, 
the annuity with which the public is charged this year, might 
have produced eight millions four hundred thouſand poundy 
inſtead of only ſeven millions now bargained for. So mud 
for the waſte and neglect of the public reſources for the p* 


ſent year 1779. 1 


The ſame thing likewiſe happened laſt year, viz, in 1778. 
x millions only were borrowed upon the fund of that year, 
hich, according to any reaſonable rate of intereſt for that 
ur, if minifters would have exerted themſelves ſtrenuouſly 

the ſupport of public credit, would have produced to the 
plies of that year above ſeven millions. The occaſion of 

waſte of the public ſupplies was the ſame in both. theſe 
ſes, In the firſt place, the total neglect of ſupporting pu- 


. credit on the part of miniſters ; and ſecondly, the ill- 
17 loved conſtruction of the terms of the loans themſelves, 
1. he public granted the ſhort annuities as they are called, viz. 


ſe for the periods of thirty and twenty-nine years, at the 


. of twelve years purchaſe in 1778; and in the preſent year 
Nc eleven and a balf year's purchaſe, although they were in- 
00 aſcally worth four or five year's purchaſe more. This was 
di much mere waſte, without any poſſible excuſe, Theſe 
t the gains were not even to the gain of the money-jobbers 
15 mſclves, as it was not in their power to ſell them out in de- 


in any degree, according to their intrinſie value, from their 
2. and from the general ignorance abroad of their real va- 
. This was throwing away bargains of great intrinſic va- 
at the expence of the public, upon ignorant purchaſers, 
ho from that ignorance of the real intrinſic value, could not 
prevailed upon to give you any greater purchaſe- money for 
h bargains than they would under twenty other ſhapes have 
ren for a bargain [eſs expenſive and onerous to the public by 
enty or thirty per cent. I his is a ſpecimen of the manner 
* the - public concerns of this kingdom are con- 
ed. e ne 
But, Sir, the noble Lord talks much of his reſources, and 
dee they had need to be large, if they are to be thus laviſh- 
ſquandered away. With any common degree. of forecaſt 
d arrangement of meaſures, the noble Lord might have 
ed a perpetual rent charge upon this country of 150,000. 


vil charge might have been ſaved the laſt year of half as 


wy ch more. Theſe ſavings only (to (peak, of no. others) 
ur ght have been ſufficient to have provided far ſeveral mil- 
1 note, which are now hanging upon the public as aut», 
Wh ding debls, The amount of all the mortgaged funds and 


e, which the noble Lord has impoſed upon this country 
the ſupport of a curſed American war, in four years, in- 


year, for ever, upon the loan of this year, and another per- 


ing the preſent year, is not leſs than 1,102,009 per es! | 
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and there ſtill remains between fifteen and twenty, milliony, 
outſtanding debt to provide for. i 


Navy debt —! — 5 20% 
Exchequer bills — — 2, ococg 
Vote of credit — — 1᷑, co 
Negotiable paper propoſed for this yer 1, 300% . 
Arrear of the ſinking fund, and charges anti- 
cipated upon it, for the loan of this year, and Ir 


the deficiencies of the two laſt I,5c0,0 
Beſides all theſe, the general arrears of war 
cannot be eſtimated at leſs than 10,002, 900l. 
or nearly, eſpecially as a Spaniſh war ſeems not 
very diſtant — 10, ooo 


Total 21,000, 4 


As the laſt article in this account may poſſibly be thoy 
ionable, I make a great deduction, when I ſtate che on 
ing debt as between fifteen and twenty millions, ſupui og 

eighteen millions at a medium. In this calculation, I go 

the experience of the laſt war, ſince which time the ſcale 
public expence and extravagance is unmeaſurably enlarged. am 

I have fo often ſtated to this Houſe the expences of Wor 

American war from time to time, that it is needleſs to ten 

them in detail. I will, therefore, only ſtate in ſhort, tue 

they were laſt year between thirty and forty millions, as | th 
explained them to be, they cannot now be over-ſtated at 
full ſum of forty millions and upwards. But is this 
whole of the account of the expence and loſs imputabl: 
this. accurſed war? No, Sir, by no means, Very far ſbn 

That account, when laid before you, will ſtrike you m 

terror. What think you, Sir, of a deſtruction and ani aße 

lation of another forty millions of capital, to the ſingle f 

f the proprietors in the national funds? The public {in 
have been reduced from eighty- eight to ſixty per cent. 20 
of near thirty per cent. upon the whole capital of the nab 
nal funds, which upon a total of near 1 50 millions, is not 
than forty millions annihilated. So much for the l 
taxation diſtinctly and ſeparately impoſed upon the cred 
in the public funds, over and above their reſpective ſhan 

general taxes upon articles of neceffity and of daily M ure. 
ſumption. Let us next go to the landholder, and make Peace 
eſtimate of his ſeparate lot of taxation, over and ab"... 1 
proportion in the common burthens annually impoſed. Why, 


, 
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jo part of his riches and property annihilated and deftroyed ? 
ere, Sir, is the heavieſt blow of all to the foundation of 
ational riches What is, or rather | ſhould ſay, what was 
very few years ago, the national rental of lands? I think 
ſhould not be juſtified to ſtate this rental at leſs than. thirty 
pillions a year. What is the defalcation upon the capital 
alue of this rental. Thoſe who are concerned in landed 
roperty, will tell you that it is not leſs than five year's pur- 
haſe, viz. from thirty year's purchaſe and upwards, to twen- 
y-five year's purchaſe. From this deduction of plain and 
xell-known facts, ſet down a loſs of property to the land- 
olders of Great Britain of 150 millions, or perhaps ftill 
nore; for in the preſent gloom of public affairs, lands are 
till falling in year's purchaſe from day to day. Add to all 
his, what is now actually upon the heels of the landed man, 
z. the decline of the very rent of the land itſelf, and you 
ill double that loſs to him. You will ſcarcely leave to him 
Ine half of his property, Let miniſters put theſe things 
beether, and then take a view of their handy work in this 


atal American war, in one total, | 
cale Expences of the American war, as by par- 
ped, Wamentary ſupplies and public documents, £3 
of Wore than 40, coo, ooo 
deu Deſtruction of capital to the proprietors of 

he public funds 40,000,000 

= Diminution of the value of the rents of 

a eat Britain — — — 150,000,000 
1s | 3 * 
* 230,000,000 


—__—— 


If this'fhould be thought to be a ſpeculative account, my 
awer is, double this account, and, I fear, you would be 
jearer to the truth. 

But the noble Lord at the head of the treaſury ſtill boaſts 
If his reſources : J confeſs to you, Sir, I do not ſee from 
hence he will draw them, whilſt he continues fo obſtinately 
nving this country to ruin, If you were to aſk me where 
ould recommend you for reſources, my anſwer would be 
ry ſhort and explicit, and far from deſponding. Change 


57 ſour public meaſures, and the tide of your own inherent re- 
he purces would flow back again upon you up to the lips. 


ace reſtored with cordiality and confidence to America, 
ould fill our cup of plenty to the very brim. Your lands 


Fould once more recover their rent and value. Stock-hol- 
Vol. XI. 8 ders 
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ders would recover and realize their now-diminifhed capital, 
The riches of national induſtry, by manufactures and con. 
merce, would acquire permanence and ſtability, and all th 
public reſources, for great and neceflary national exertion, 
would ride in the deep and unfathomed bofora of plenty, 
riches and power. ; 

When will miniſters relent? When will their obſlinag 
abate ? Will no conſideration either of the fafety of thei 
country, or even of perſonal ſecurity to themſelves, induce 
them to adopt wiſe counſels? Look to the ſtate of foreig 
powers. Have we an ally in Europe ? or rather is not every 
power in Europe conſpiring our downfall ? We have ben 
amuſed from time to time with minifterial declarations, in 
King's ſpeeches, and in parliamentary debates, &c. firſt, the 
France would never ſupport the Americans in their reſiſtance 
to chis country, and that nothing could ever prevail up 
that court to acknowledge the independence of America, 
This was our language and expectation laſt year : bn 
France, as we all know, has long ago taken the moſt decifin 
part againſt us, Holland is at this moment adverſe to usn 
her conduct, and hoſtile in her memorials and declarations; 
and, what is ſtill a plainer language, in her military prepare 
tions, for maintaining, what they expreſs in gentle terms, ner. 
trality ; but which means neither more nor leſs than this: 
I will trade where I pleaſe, touch me if you dare. Sweden 
is connected with France; and Rufſia is at beſt a doubtfu 
friend (even if at all a friend) to us. But it is Spain whid 
holds the balance of peace and war in her hands. Theres 
the rub in the way between miniſters and the object of thei 
reſentful purſuit, the ſubjugation and dominion of America 
Spain is the thorn in their ſide: I tell it them again, Spain 
the thorn in their fide, 

Spain is under arms, and miniſters have long known it. | 
have now in my hands the ſtate of the Spaniſh fleet and army 
ments for a year and a half paſt. It is above a year find 
they have begun publickly to arm in the face of Europe. We 
all know theſe things very well. If I were required to gig 
proofs of what I ſay, I can bring proof to your bar, from thok 
who have ſeen and, who have been on board of the Spaulll 
armaments. Such conduct, and ſuch armaments amount i 
a poſitive declaration of war on the part of Spain, only 
ſerving to themſelves the preciſe period, when and where u 


ſtrike the firſt blow, Let not miniſters deceive this * ” 
eit 
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ir country: let them ſpeak out what we are to expect. I 
pply to the country 1 not to ſuffer themſelves to be 
muled any longer. No man is unapprized of the preſent 
yitical ſtate of our national concerns. No man 1s ignorant | 
f the family compact, as well as of the ambition of the | 
duſe of Bourbon. If any man can doubt of the arma- | 
nts of Spain, I offer the poſitive proofs, But no one does 
pubt of them. Yet miniſters would prevail with us to ac- 


due pieſce under the ſhallow pretexts, that forty ſail of the line 
ei Spaniſh ſhips, ready for ſea, are only intended to preſerve 
Ver eutrality. They would have us to believe theſe idle tales, 


d to go blindfold on; but they dare not publickly aſſert them. 
will put that to the teſt. Let the miniſter ſtand up in his 
ace in Parliament, and declare boldly like a man, Spain ſhall 
dt have Gibraltar : let him ſay, Spain ſhall not have Ja- 
ca: let him give pledges poſitive (if he has any to give) 
at they ſhall not ſupport the hoſtilities of France: let him 
ye-the proofs, and then this country may know what they 
ye to depend upon. But if he ſhelters himſelf in a falla- 
pus ſilence; 1f he refuſes ſuch pledges and ſuch proofs, then 
apply. this uncontrovertible inference to the miſtaken and 


"led ſupporters of the American war in this Houſe and 
ner Bt of it; Spain is between you and America, 
wh you are ſo well apprized of my diſpoſitions and views 
ern Won the ſubject of this fatal American war, that you will 
at wonder at my being ſo earneſt to point out to you all, 
a 


dangers. of our ſituation both at home and abroad, if 
niſters are ſuffered to perfiſt in it. Is there a man ſo 
travagant as to think it practicable for this country to 
ceed in the ſubjugation of America, with the Houie of 
urbon in actual hoſtility againſt us, and every other power 
Europe ſecretly wiſhing and con piring to ſupplant us? But 
umay ſay, how ſhall we make peace, and upon hat foun- 
non? The foundation is plain and obvious, Lay your 
ndation in a total change of all your public conduct and 
ures, Withdraw your hoſtile armaments from America, 
L open a rational and explicit treaty upon grounds of fin- 
ty and confidence; declare by public and national autho- 
ba ever terms the wiſdom and prudence of purliament 
think proper to propoſe, but let them be fixed and cer- 
and not liable to a ſubſequent refuſal by the miniſters 


the war, | 
T2 | | It 
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It has been ſaid, what larger offers can we make than thok 
which were refuſed laſt year? I ſay, Sir, that no offers fron 
this country were refuſed by America laſt year. Your com. 
miſſioners were not empowered by the acts of the laſt year u 
make any explicit offers whatſoever. An infidious right d 
refuſal to any terms which might have been concerted by ne. 
gotiation, was what the Britiſh miniſtry, who are the only 
enemies which America has in this country, had reſeryedy 
themſelves. The offer made by the commiſſioners to Ame. 
rica was neither more nor leſs than this. Lay down you 
arms in your ſeveral provinces ; break your faith with tha 
allies to whom you have been fatally driven in ſelf-defence 
by the relentleſs perſecution of a Britiſh miniſtry ; and wha 
thus diſarmed at home, and unprotected from abroad, com. 
mit yourſelves unconditionally to the. mercy of thoſe vey 
miniſters who have; ever ſhewn themſelves your bittereſt and 
moſt implacable enemies, bt 

Sir, I ſhall not now add.any more upon any ſpecific term 
of negotiation for peace; I ſhall content mytelf with pre 
paring the ground, by ſuggeſting thoſe confiderations ( 
prudence and juſtice which ought to lead this country tt 
2 J ſhall take it for granted that this ſeſſion will n 

reak up without ſome diſtinct ſpecitic parliamentary ground 
of negotiation for peace between this country and Ameri, 
J ſhall think miniſters criminal in the higheſt degree if the 
omit it. But in any caſe the ſeſſion Mall not paſs wituolt 
ſome propoſitions on that ſubje& being offered to your cot- 
fideration, even if J ſhould be reduced to the neceſſity dl 
offering the fimple thoughts of a private individual. H. 
ſhould be reduced to that neceſſity, I ſhould do it with Ws 
greateſt deference, I offer the precedence to gentlemen d 
greater abilities than myſelf, but for ſincerity and good mi 
1 give place to none. 

The firſt reſolution being then read, That five per cell, 
be laid on the produce of the exciſe; an objection W# 
made to this new exciſe on malt, as the malt tax is an 2 
nual fund, therefore it was thought it could not be gil 
as an appropriation to pay the intereſt of perpetual 
nuities, | 

It was agreed to recommit it. 
The reſolutions for the other taxes paſſed without op x 
fition, and bills were ordered in accordingly. F 
Adjourned to the 15th, lex 

J "1 Bn 
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thok March 15. | 

from he Lord Advocate for Scotland having taken his ſeat 

com-: the firſt time this ſeſſion, Mr. Wiltes ſaid, I am glad tq Mr. Wilt 
ar u in his place the firſt law officer for the crown of Scotland, 

ht of have a real reſpect for his very ſuperior abilities, and am 


ays charmed with his manly eloquence. I waited with 
patience for his arrival to call upon him to make good 
promiſe laſt year to the Houſe, to bring in a bill this 

Fon for the relief of the Roman Catholics in the northern 

ts of this iſland. I remember his obſervation the laſt ſeſ- 

„that the penal laws of that part of the united kingdom 

vinſt the Roman Catholics had been enacted previous to 
Union, and were of ſo complicated a nature, that it 

uld require a good deal of time fully to inveſtigate 

m, in order to frame a bill for their total, or partial repeal, 
therefore declared it adviſeable to defer the relief of the 

ttiſh Roman Catholics till the next ſeſſion of Parliament, 

en he pledged himſelf to the Houſe that he would have a 

| ready for that purpoſe. The idea was approved by both 

es of the Houſe, and warmly recommended to the honour- 

e gentleman's peculiar attention. So much of the preſent 

Fon is already elapſed, that I think it my duty on his firſt 
pearance to remind him of that parliamentary engagement, 

ich I doubt not he is ready immediately to fulfil. 

Mr. Dundas (Lord Advocate) replied, that he had found Mr. Dundas. 
h tumults and inſurrections in all parts of Scotland, and 
violent an oppoſition to the meaſure; that in the coun- 

s where he was moſt intereſted, he had done every thing in 
power to reconcile the people to it; but finding it in 

in, he had conſulted the principal Roman Catholics, who 

d given it as their opinion, that it would be much better 
decline all attempts to procure an act in their favour, till 

e and cool perſuaſion ſhould remove the unhappy preju- 

ces of the proteſtants of that country againſt them, _ | 
Mr. Viltes. I think that it is now apparent that the ho- Mr. wy; 
bur and independency of this Houſe have been meanly ſaeri- | 
ed by the friends of adminiſtration to the ſeditious populace 
Scotland. An example of a fatal nature has been given 

ide mobs of Edinburgh and Glaſgow to the mob of Lon- 

nto riſe, and endeavour by fimilar outrages to prevent any 

iter of moment diſpleaſing to them from ever being brought 
to Parliament, The magiſtrates of Edinburgh appear to 

ave been apprized of the intended riot ſome days before, and 

leaſt connived at the tumult, If the accounts Pn. | 
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ed there are to be credited, they actually aided and abi m: 
the rioters. They ſaw, with plcaſuce, the various cruel, m 
exerciſed by a lawleſs banditti, They exerted their auth 
ty only againſt thoſe who endeavoured to quell the riot, } 
a proclamation-in their name, four days after the riot, 4 
ſeem to plead guilty ; for they declare, ** after this public 
ſurance the lord provoſt and magiſtrates will take the ny 
vigorous meaſures for reprefling any tumultuous or rioty 
meeting of the populace, which may hereafter ariſe; ben 
ſatisfied that any future diſorders will proceed only from i 
wicked views of bad and deſigning men;“ a very handſon 
although ind rect compliment to the good views of the i, 
mer well meaning rioters. A folemn promiſe had been ma 
in the name of government to the mob by the lord ju ce 
Clerk, that no bill in favour of the Scottiſh Roman Cathoh er 
ſhould be brought into the Houſe of Commons this ſeſſaſ r, 
Is it p' flible, Sir, to imagine a more ignominious ſurrenk 
of the dignity of Parliament, or a more perfect annihilati 
of our legiſlative rights? A Britiſh Parliament is contro en 
in their proceeedings by an Edinburgh mob, and we areſt 
bid even beginning an act of juſtice or humanity by an i 
norant and inſolent mob, by a mad and lawleſs rabble, 1 
public faith, pledged in the moſt ſolemn manner by goven 
ment to the Roman Catholics of Scotland, is groſsly violate 
The Attorney General was proceeding capitally againſt ſon 
rioters, who, in the genera' joy for the triumph of virtuea 
bravery over malice and perſecution, had broken windows! 
this metropolis; yet the mob of Edinburgh, who had pull 
down and ſet fire to houſes, and totally ruined ſome innocent"? 
individuals, are unnoticed by the law officers of the eto. 
Inſtead. of puniſhment, they meet with applauſe ; they obtal 
the object for which they had riotouſly aſſembled. Eng i 
Sir, has relaxed her penal laws againſt the Roman Cath 
lics : Ireland has relaxed her penal laws; but Scotland 
ſtinately pefuſes, although her penal laws are much molt 
barbarous than thoſe of the other two kingdoms. It becom 
then the wiſdom and juſtice of Parliament, in this criſis, WP* 
act with ſpirit. The conduct of adminiſtration appears nn 
me highly criminal, and the legiſlature ought therefore to! 
terfere, Every government owes protection to its ſubjec 
or forſeits their allegiance. When 1 am informed that 1 
peaceable and loyal Roman Catholics of Scotland find no ſen 
rity, even in the capital, for their lives and property, I don 
heſitate to aſſert, that there is a diſſolution of all gore 


14 


veere to command, without knowledge of or confidence in 
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He then adverted to the particular circumſtances of the 
tranſaction, which gave birth to the preſent motion. That u 
the admiralty ought to have a diſeretionary power; it was 
decided point with him that they had that power. The te- 
ceſſity of the exerciſe of ſuch a power was obvious to the 
meaneſt underſtanding ; which he proved upon the poſſible Ne 
caſe of an admiral being accuſed by an inferior officer, 
when proceeding upon actual ſervice of the firſt importance, 
the ſacceſs of which might totally depend upon diſpatch, 
Juſt ar the inftant, ſuppoſe a ſpecific complaint to be lodged, 
what muſt he the conſequence if no diſcretionary power 
was veſted in the admiralty-board ? That the commander in 
chief muſt immediately have his conduct enquired into; 
that all' operations muſt be ſuſpended ; but that is not all; 
though his ſtation could be immediately ſupplied and ably 
filled, would the matter reſt there? By no means. The 
9 officers of the fleet muſt attend as witneſſes, or 
ſuperſeded by others of leſs. experience, unacquainted Nur 
with theit inferior officers, the ſhips and the ſeamen they 


each other. In ſhort, till. the fate of the party accuſed ſhould 
be determined one way or other, the public ſervice muſt 
ſtand ſtill. Such a ſtate of things preſented an imaginary 
ſcene of the higheſt folly and abſurdity. It ſuppaſed, that 
the admiralty-board had no power but to do harm; to bring 
on inevitable ruin and deſttuftion upon their country; to 
defeat the very end for which they were conſtituted, chat di 
controv] and public preſervation. But thank God! the 
aſe was clearly otherwiſe ; they poſſeſſed the diſcretion co. Bi» 
rended for; they were legally inveſted. with it, and hat 8" * 
exerciſed it for a number of years; indeed, as long as there 
Oh © HK Jays eftabliſhment-in this country. 
After this exordium he proceeded to ſtate the ſcraps of pw n 
per, as he called them, upon the table, and contended, . that We: 
few and imperfect as they appeared, they were fully ſu- 
ficient to ſupport the motion he Was about to ſubmit to une 
conſideration of the Houſe. 191 1/46 Nr V9 4 
The firſt was, that of Captain Crookfhanks, He com- 
plained of 2 captain under his command, in an engagement 
with a Spaniſh man of war called the Glorioſa. He hat 
himſelf been tried for not giving his affiſtance to bi it 
end Jury 
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2 rior, which it was his duty to do, and was, upon the 
the WErcumftances of the caſe, declared incapable of ſerving again 
hat ing his Majeſty's pleaſure. When, therefore, he applied 


r 2 court-martial on his accuſer, he was refuſed in the 
ry terms which ought to have been uſed to Sir Hugh 
aliſer, when he delivered in his accuſation. on the gth of 
december laſt to the admiralty-board. He was told, “ That 
at board would never receive any accuſation which origi- 
ated in a ſpirit of reſentment and recrimination.” * _ | 


ch, He 
ed, — — — — — 
Wer | 4 f 

the Letter from Captain Crookſhanks to Mr. Corbett, Secretary 
a ap be Admiralty. 
all; Tt a 

s .. London, 31 / January, 1748-9. 
vo I Received the letter you did me the . we} db ane 


de 4th of this month, in anſwer to mine of the 3d, in which 
[ applied to the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty for a court 
artial to be appointed by their lordſhips for the trial of Captain 
rſkine, whom I had before, did then, and do now charge with 
he moſt diſobedient, unwarrantable behaviour; and by whoſe 
iſmanagement, as an officer, and as a ſeaman, I promiſed, and 
at this time engage, it would manifeſtly appear, that my attempt 
id defign to take the Spaniſh ſhip of war, called the Glorioſo, 
s totally defeated.” | | 


* That, as this matter had been already duly enquired into 


to order it to be done over again; and as to what I lay to the 
harge of Captain Erſkine, their lordſhips think I ſhould hare 
ade that appear when the court-martial was held, and not ſoli- 
ut another trial ſo long afterwards, which they can only attribute 
d a ſpirit of recrimination.” > bats 1 
If this was the true ſtate of the caſe in queſtion, it would be 
ighly preſumptuous in me to take ſo much of your time in this 
hanner.; and to expect any favour or redreſs, by ſuch frivolous 
eans as this, of complaining —. as I am forced to do, of the 
poſt notorious, partial, and illegal abuſe of power, in this in» 
ance ; n with every wicked art, that could be invented, 
ad practiſed to my prejudice ; without having the means, alſo, of 
roving every thing I have aſſerted; and of ſhewing, by ſuch evi- 
ence as would amount to demonſtration, before their lordſhips, the 
poſt . e injuries and wrongs which I have moſt undeſerv- 
y ſu ered under, and therefore make this caſe, as I moſt hum- 
ly conceive, an object worthy of their lordſhips attention and en · 
Jury ; not ſo much for my ſake, and upon my account, as to diſ- 


Vor. X 


To all which, you was ordered, you ſay, to acquaint me, 
t a court-martial, and their lordſhips do by no means think pro- 


burape -_ like iniquity and tt” hereafter, by publiſhing 
to 
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_ complained of by his lieutenant, and that made up in ay 


ments in the manner they did, by 3 tir many 
9 
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He next ſtated the caſe of Captain Stott, who 8 


Clit 


* 


— — 
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to the whole nation, to the great joy and comfort of every hot 
worthy, brave man in the ſervice, that there is a ſuperior, diſcy 
tionary power lodged in the admiralty, to be occaſionally nw 
uſe 25 by the lords commiſfioners, for the redreſy of this, y 
every ſuch extraordinary grievance, as can poſſibly happen; f 
as to place every gentleman in the royal navy upon the ſame gy 
footing with the reſt of his majeſty's ſaithful ſubjects, free u 
ſecure at home from the ill effects of falſe, wicked, and malich 
eſentations at a diſtance, however artfully contrived, a f 
this inſtance, to ſerve private ends and purpoſes, to wound th 
innocent, in order to hold up and protect the moit contemptii 
and unworthy; and, upon the whole, to make the world ſenfi 
by this ſeaſonable interpofition of their lordſhips authority, thy 
there are no fart of injuries or oppreſſion for which the wiſda 
and foreſight of our governors have not provided ſuitable remedia 
| Wheretore, Sir, as an inducement to their lordſhips to ſhew ſon 
regard to theſe repreſentations (believing it poſſible that ſomethin 
very unjuſtifiable may have been done, to my prejudice, at ſo gre 
a diſtances the Weſt Indies, and conſequently that I had fone 
reaſon in applying for a court - martial 'for the trial of Capi 
Erſkine) I humbly beg leave to remonſtrate to their lordſhips, tha 
the conduct, and what I lay to the charge of Captain Erſkine, 
ſo far from having been a matter already duly enquired into, tht 
no queſtion was admitted to be aſked, and anſwered, at my tri 
that had the leaſt tendency to involve Captain Erfkine ; upon apr 
tence, malicioufly advanced and pleaded by the judge advocate 
to miſguide and deceive the members of the court; that where 
their preſent bufineſs was confined to try Captain Crookfſhanks only 
they were to expect another opportunity to enquire into the condut 
of Captain Erſkine; and therefore to ſuſpend all ſuch queſtions a 
* — until Captain Erſkine had another opportunity to male li 
defence, before that, or ſome other court- martial, which would be 
ſoon appointed for his trial. n 
I will not take upon me to ſay how it came to paſs that ſome 
men of virtue and honour, members of that court - martial, came i 
be ſo miſled by others, and to give up their own' dignity and 5 


ſnares laid in their way; and, at laſt, to ſuffer their names add 
authorities to be ſo abuſed, and made uſe of, as if they had ip 
proved not only of the partial and unprecedented proceedings d 
the judge advocate, through the whole trial, but alſo of the mal 
abſurd, inconſiſtent, and unrighteous ſentence itſelf, contradifted 
by an unanimous reſolve of the ſame court, and pronounced 
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e charge; and concluded his proofs with the caſes of 

ptain Clements at one time, charged by the maſter of 
| his 


* „ "©. 
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dent in open court, with indignation, upon the judge advocate's 
mpting to fink and conceal the ſaid reſolve, which was as fol- 
z: % Sir, the court do, by an unanimous reſolve, acquit you of 
ſuſpicion of cowardice, diſaffection, or want of zeal.” Not- 
kſtanding this unanimous reſolve, whereby I am acquitted of eve- 
crime comprehended in the fourteenth article of war; yet, by 
inridous craft of a ſcheming, proſtitute, underworkman, the ſame 
n had the complaiſance, for the ſake of humanity, to give in the 
t inconſiderate, ill- grounded, and cruel ſentence, pronounced in 
face of the abovementioned reſolve, via. That Captain Crook- 
nks, by his miſconduct and imprudent behaviour, falls under 
of the fourteenth article of an a& made in the thirteenth year 
ing Charles the Second, intituled, ** An act for eſtabliſhing ar- 
es and orders for the regulating and better government of his 
jelty's navies, Ripe of war, and forces by ſea.” 

im reſtrained from ſaying, in my own caſe, as much as T 
Id wiſh to do, upon a like occafion, in behalf of any other man 
the ſame ſervice and character, in my ſituation, labouring un- 
the fame difficulties and misfortunes, proceeding from no miſ- 
of mine, but the want of honeſty, virtue, and the love of juſ- 
and truth, in ſome, and the want of diſcernment and expe- 

in others. But, as theſe fats are to go before their Lord- 
ps, and this letter to be read in their hearing, whatever I am 
pared to ſay more, is the leſs neceſſary, conſidering, as I do, 

r Lordſhips abilities and. good intentions, which, I am fully 
ble, will ſuggeſt to them better reaſons than I could offer to 
ver every juſt purpoſe, either of a public or private nature, 
ever they pleaſe to take this affair into deliberation, and think 
matter worthy to be examined into with ſome attention, 
ſhould be extremely diſappointed, if, after what I have herein 
dfully repreſented, their lordſhips ſhould continue to ſuppoſe I 
under the leaſt influence of a ſpirit of recrimination, when I \ 
ied for a court-martial to be appointed to try Captain Erſkine. 
u the charge I exhibited againſt him, and of which I muſt ob- 
e, that, if he had ever thought himſelf innocent, how comes 
d paſs that he has no where applied, for his own fake, to be 
ght to a trial, according to the conſtant practice of others, who 
re to be well thought of, and to live with a good character? 
nee that is not the caſe, and that we think ſo different, and 
ery thing are ſo unlike each other, 1 hope their lordſhips will 
leſcend to give me ſuch an opportunity as is neceſſary, to diſ- 
pate x fy with my King and country, either before the ſame 
uy - 


er court-martia}, in ſuch manner as may appear to 
& their 
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his ſhip, the Pallas, and his charges lately againſt his infer 
officers, ' inſtances in neither of which any trial had been hf 
though the charges were direct and ſpecific. But he 
no occaſion to cite caſes at all, to ſupport his motion; 
words of the Act of Parliament furniſhed him with ſufficy 
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their lordſhips moſt ſuitable and expedient, t» the only end I bay 
of being jultly and effectually condemned, or perfectly acquing 
concerning which, I am ſo clear in my conſcience and judgng 
as to haye no ſort of doubt of being able, upon a very ſhort enquig 
fo fully to juſtify the Whole, and every part of my conduct, th 
wiſh for no quarter, unleſs I ſhall be found in every, reſpect tak 
done my duty as an officer and ſeaman, worthy 5 
inſtead of the cenſure, that was artfully cooked: up by the july 
advocate, to colour and ſerve as a foundation for the ſentence th 
was pronounced againſt me; of which, I ſuſpect, there il 
found in the copy thereof, and of the reſolves of the court-mani 
| (fent to the admiral to remain as a record in that office) ſuch u 
terial difference and alterations made, from what. was publicly u 
as, in every other court of judicature, would, I. conceive, be 
terpreted and deemed fraudulent, and the party concerned be 
volved, and made liable to ſuch pains and penalties as the law di 
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I am, with all imaginable reſpect. 
* Sir, your very obedient humble ſervant, 
a 0 | (Signed) J. COOK MAIN, 
. Thomas Corbett, Eſq; 

40 ” Mr. Corbett's An feuer. 


. R, Admiralty Offce, July Sth, 114 
'T HAVE received, and communicated to my lords commillion 
of the,admiralty, your letter of yeſterday's date, defiring a col 
martial may be held on Capi Erſkine, for miſconduct in the 
action with the Glorioſo, and copies of ſeveral. papers, in ordet 
make good your charge againſt him: and I am commanded by 
tordſhips, to acquaint you, that, if you had deſigned to have broy 
him to atrial, for miſconduE in the action, you ought to hareg 
plied abroad, in proper time, to your commander in chief; but 
now, after your condemnation, which proceeds from a re 
ing temper. | 
Their lordſhips, farther order me to let you know, that i 
name is ſtruck out of the liſt of captains z and that you ar 
to look upon yourſelf to be conſidered as a captain in the navy» 
= I am, Sir, your very humble ſervant, 
c $3 Si 


5 | 1 ) Tromas Connert 
Ta John Crookſhanks, Eg: * 


” 


xof + proof ſo ample indeed, that ho would venture to pre · 
„that there was not a fingle profeſſional man in that 
uſe, eager as many of them might be to diſtinguiſh them- 
yes in the preſent conteſt, that would be yn} e 

diſpute the diſcretionary power, veſted by the ſtatute of 
e 22d of the late King, in the admiralty- board; or rather 


e board previous: to the paſſing of the ſtatute, or that the 
exiſted before in the board, and was diveſted by the 


ute. 

To prove the firſt in the affirmative, he laid it down as 
ir indiſputable law, that from the reign of Charles the 
ond downwards, to the year 1749, a diſcretionary power 


eciving complaints to within three years after the fact 
pmitted,” and fix months after the arrival of the party 
any port in Great Britain; and finally, that both the 
ords of the ſtatute, and the powers delegated to the com- 
ders of ſquadrons, &c. and to the uniform uſage of the 
ard itſelf, all met in one fingle point, that the board 


n they thought proper. a» * 

mA ÞC —— dem this part of the argument by re- 
ces to the ſtatute itſelf, In the clauſe which direc̃ts 
trial, and veſts the power for ordering it, he obſerved, 
at it concludes with the words, © if occafion ſhould re- 


14-W&(cription of a diſcretionary power; it ſays, do ſuch a thing 
ac, ſhould” require; that is, if you think proper: 
Fmt do it if you think the complaint improper. | 
The clauſe which impowers the admiralty-board to give 
uructions to commanders going on diſtant ſervice, defines 


re commands or dire&s the commiſſioners of the admiralty 
inſtruct the officer or commander to do---what ? to order 
quiries and eourts- martial, when on diſtant ſervice, whenever 
ey ſhall ſee occaſion for them. He ſhewed, that this was 
ielenſe in which all admirals and officers in high, command 
A uniformly interpreted their inſtructions, and afted under 
em, and condemned the abſurdity of ſuppoſing that the 
d could delegate a diſcretionary power which they were 


* poſſeſſed of themſelves ; and concluded this part = 
is 


WH 


prove this negative, that no ſuch power was veſted in 


Es veſted and exerciſed by the admiralty board; that the 
2 eee did not limit, alter, or reſtrain this diſcretion in any 
| ſtance but one, namely, that of reſtraining the time of 


e poſſeſſed of the diſcretion, and always exerciſed it 


tire,” which words contained in themſelves the moſt apt 


root part of the power thus delegated int the ſame manner. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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being, in as full and ample a manner as they had ew 
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his argument with commenting on the laſt clauſe in th 
ſtatute, which reſerves and confirms every power veſted i 
the admiralty · board, by all laws and ftatutes heretofore i 


been, poſſeſſed and enjoyed. He went into a variety of :. 
guments of a ſimilar nature; but as the debate took a difis 
rent turn, ſuch of them as more particularly produced thy 
turn, were all that were deemed neceſſary. 

He then proceeded to apply his argument directly to th 
firſt motion bc intended to move. If his facts and reaſoning 
were true, if he was right in matter of law, and clear i 

int of opinion, which he truſted was ' confeſſed by th 
Houſe, his motion would appear in the light of an incon- 
trovertible concluſion, collected from his premiſes. He . 
cordingly moved, That it is the duty of the lords con- 
miſſioners of the admiralty, upon charges exhibited to then 
of naval offences, to direct, refuſe, or delay the holding d 
courts-martial, as, upon conſideration of the circumſtangy 
of the caſe, and a due exerciſe of a ſound diſcretion, then 
ſhall be occaſion.” + =Y 

He did notwiſh to take the Houſe by ſuprize; but if this ws 
ſolution ſhould meet the approbation of the Houſe, as he doubt: 

ed not it would, he gave notice, that he would follow it by 

another, which would bring the queſtion into diſcuſſion . 
ative to the good or bad conduct of the admiralty-board 
in ordering Admiral Keppel to be tried on an acculatio 
made by Sir Hugh Palliſer. That board would then hare 
a full opportunity of vindicating their conduct in the fact 
of the nation, and declaring fairly and openly, whethe 
y acted through ignorance or deſign. 

| He then read his — motion, which was, That the 
conduct of the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty, on the 
19th, of December laſt, in coming to an immediate relo- 
lution to direct a court-martial for the trial of the honout- 
able Admiral Keppel, commander in-chief of a fleet of his 
Majeſty's ſhips of war (on a charge exhibited againſt hin 
on that day by Vice Admiral Sir Hugh Palliſer, a memb«wn 
of that board) was, as far as it proceeded upon the ground 
of a e want of diſcretionary power to refuſe or de.. 
lay that direction, unwarranted by the letter or ſpirit of the 
ſaid at of Parliament, contrary to the antecedent ' 
of the admiralty, and would, if admitted, eſtabliſh a prin 

ciple injurious to the ſervice, and detrimental to the = 

28 3 


j that the meaſure is, upon any other ground, indefenſible, 


ger the actual circumſtances of the caſe. 
Lord Mulgrave confeſſed nis inferiority, in point of 1 


to ſtudies of that kind, but whaſe abilities, habits, and 


epretations directly contradictory and repugnant to each 


tions of the ſame tendency, and be fore he proceeded to 


tl ue the queſtion, he obſerved that the complaint of the diſ- 
a ſhewn to the Houſe, in not complying with its orders 
Ave ro papers, was extremely ill-founded, becauſe it was 
4 poſſible to be obeyed. What was the order? No leſs than 


copies of the 3 of all the courts- martial, which 


been held ſince the paſſing of the act of the 22d of George 
* Second, a period of thirty years, and which were of that 
en 


gnitude, he believed, as ſcarcely to be contained in ſixteen 
ze volumes in folio. The truth was, that it was not thought 
per to ſuſpend the public buſineſs of the nation, merely to 
y thoſe papers, which the honourable gentleman confeſſed 
could do without. Beſides, the other Houſe had given 
extenſive orders for papers, which had not yet been — 
d with ; nor was it poffible to comply with without 


t bo eaing all other public buſineſs. 
to the motion read by the honourable gentleman, he 
n be was aſtoniſhed how it could be offered by a gentleman 


be long robe, who muſt know, that a reſolution of the 
ſe of Commons, declaring the law was not law, and let 
declaration be ever ſo ſtrong, that it left the law preciſe- 
it found it; nor would the courts in Weſtminſter-hall 
nfluenced by uy extra-judicial determination ; they 
id not pay it the leaſt attention; they would declare the 
not the opinion of the Houſe of Commons, If the ad- 
uty-board had ated illegally or improperly, the laws of 
tountry were open, and redreſs could be obtained by the 
of againſt them. That Houſe, he contended, could 
- bin ore declare the law, than they could make it. It compoſed 
mb: ene of the branches of the legiflature. A vote of that 
one was no more than an opinion; it neither bound nor 


of we country, and if be had, he was amenable only to a le- 


addict ' dunal. ' | 
*gave the hiſtory, of the caſes or precedents cited from the 


on the table, which, after nearly an hour's detail 
ated ſimply to this, that Captain Crookſhanks oo * 
| u 


at legal ingenuity, were frequently exerciſed in putting two 


er, upon the ſame ſtatute. After ſome further oblique re- 


reach any man, unleſs he had offended againſt the laws 
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aſtruction, with a gentleman whoſe profeſſion not only led 107 
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the Warwick, and in preſence of all the officers and ſeam 
purpoſely called upon deck, beſtowed the higheſt commen 


ſeamen, a diſtinction which it would be, indeed, very dif 


Clements againſt his inferior officers was trivial in itſelf; 


determined, that the complaint of Captain Powlet thoult 


— 
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fuſed to be heard as an accuſer, merely becauſe, after the 1 
gagement with the Glorioſo, he went aboard the captait 


tions on the proweſs and ſkill of Captain Erſkine, who yi 
a fifty-gun ſhip had maintained ſo warm and long an eng; 
ment with a Spaniſh man of war of ſeventy-four guns, 
affair of Captain Scot was not of a nature properly cognix 
ble by the admiralty-board ; for it was only a charge of 
ing entertained and rated on the books landmen as ordin 


to aſcertain ; but taking the complaint as eventually wi 
founded, it came within the deſcription of embezzlemeg 
rather than of any criminal offence properly cognizable 
the admiralty-board, He ſaid, the complaint of Capt 


all the inſtances in which trials had been refuſed, were (xt 
only where the charges were looſe and indefinite, and wan 
that degree of certainty and ſpecification which was necely 
to the party accuſed, to come upon equal terms to his 
fence, | | 4 
After repeatedly ſaying that the ſtream of p 
militated againſt the learned gentleman's motion, he qu 
the particular caſe of Captain Powlet, the preſent Duke 
Bolton. | | 
In a letter which Captain Powlet wrote to the late Di 
of Bedford, whom he imagined to be ſtill at the head offi 
admiralty, he complained of the conduct of his principal 
late Admiral Griffin, for miſcondut. The Duke, thog 
out of office, as ſoon as he received it, tranſmitted it to 
admiralty-board, When the Admiral arrived in England, 
complained of Captain Powlet. A queſtion aroſe, Whit 
the letter, thus tranſmitted, ſhould be deemed a privatei 
mation, or public correſpondence? It was at length fi 


enquired into, and the captain exprefling a reluctance 
diſlike on the occaſion, that a private letter ſhould be tu 
into a public accuſation; in a letter to the board, he 
anſwered, that when he lodged his complaint, he ſhould! 
known that his admiral muſt be tried ; and he was infor 
that the board were doing their duty, when they directed 
to make his charge. From the words muſt and duty, & 
plyin, the lords of the admiralty, at the time, held themi 

und to order a trial, as ſoon as a ſpecific charge ſho 
exhibited, The firſt letter ſent to Captain Powlet un 
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xm which was copied the one ſent to Admiral Keppel, to 
efire him to bring his charge againſt Sir Hugh Palliſer. 
entlemen might think proper 70 he-offeaded at the ſtile of 
e letter, but they might now learn, that it was an official 
e, not particularly framed for the occaſipn. Jt was true, 
e admiral in the caſe before mentioned, recriminated; but 
was told, that he muſt firſt anſwer the charge of his infe- 
vr officer, before any charge he made could be properly en- 
uired into. 154 £ P 


by ken in former debates and converſations on this ſubject, to 
i tee out an analogy between the power of grand juries and 
"I 2d miralty-board. For his part, he could not diſcoyer the 
ne toe. The mode of proceeding, and the objects of en- 
üg . were very different. Not to be condemned at the 


d Bailey, was the chief intereſt and object of the perſon 
uſed. The event of his trial was a matter of indifference 
the public, ſo that juſtice was done: but in military and 
val courts-martial, the public was deeply intereſted,, when 
parties accuſed were perſons in high command, The pers 
ps thus called to account, might have the ſafety, protection, 
d deareſt intereſts. of the nation committed to their. care 
Tit ever ſhould be an object of the firſt importance to the 
ople, that no man ſhould be permitted to remain in ths 
vice of his country, whoſe character had been impeached, 
| the truth of the charge was enquired into; and, indeed, 
nmon juſtice and humanity required jt, in behalf of the 
ron accuſed. | ; 
It was evident, that when the conſtitution empowers a ſet 
men to diſcharge any particular truſt, that it means to de- 

ank ate every thing neceſſary for effecting it. It was the duty 
the admiralty board in particular, to ſee that officers had 
their duty ; to examine, without the-power to give an 
nion whether the matter was deſerving of enquiry, could 


ads from falling into improper hands, was one of the 
* me duties of the admiralty board, Where any cauſe of 
116 bt aroſe, it was the duty of the board to ſend the ground 
oubt to be enquired into; and when charges and inſinua- 
0s were thrown out, it was the only means an officer had 


. undicating his character; —_ proofs had been given 
ee earneſt deſire of officers to avail themſelves of this right 
applications to the board, to have their conduct enquired 
d, which, in general, had been always complied with, 
e it otherwiſe, it might open a door to colluſion, to co- 
You, XI, XxX yer 


His Lordſhip obſerved, that a great deal of pains had been 


wer no purpoſe or end whatever, To prevent ſuperior 
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led, he was ready to maintain againſt every gentleman oft 


Lord Howe. 


vor guile, becauſe if no accuſer appeared, the perſon chat 
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or ſuſpetted might be permitted to eſcape with impunity. 

Admiral Knowles, though high in rank and reputatie 
had been tried on a char four of his captains, though th 
accuſation was grounded on what muſt be eſteemed an 24 

Hantry. The board who ordered the trial were never c 

ared for ſending the v to be cuquired into. 
Captain (now Admiral) Arbuthnot was accuſed by au 
inferior officer ; his innocence was not queſtioned at the tj 
2 Charles Saunders and Mr. Keppel, who then ſatatth 
» were never blamed for ordering him to be brought 

his trial. 

Mr. Windſor muſt now be tried, when reftored to lit 
for the loſs of the Fox; yet all mankind muſt ſubſcribs 
the gallantry and high profeſſional merit of the honour 
captain: but, nevertheleſs, the admiralty board had it nd 
their power to ſtop the eſtabliſhed form of juſtice, 

His Lordſhip, upon the whole, contended, that what 
the law in technical conſtruction might ſeem to import, it 
the uſage that would and ought to determine the queſt 
The practice had been uniformly to ſend complaints & 
court-martial, when they were of ſuch a nature as to ad 
of an iflue; the complaint preferred againſt Sir Hugh Pall 
game within that deſcription; and, as far as that prind 


Jong robe, within and without that Houſe, that the adn) 
ty-board were not inveſted, either by the ancient, or any i. 
ſequent law, with the diſcretionary power, to the extent ly / 
ſiſted upon by the learned gentleman. 

Lord Howe ſaid, the doctrine ſo confidently urged 9) 
noble Lord gave him juſt cauſe of alarm. He had ado 
cording to the inſtructions from the admiralty-board, T! 
inſtructions veſted in him what he youre; a diſcretiod 
power. He had acted conformably to thoſe inſtrudtc 
but what was he told now by an high official authority, 1. 
jefs chan the mouth of the admiralty-board, in chat Hef a 
That though his inſtructions were diſcretionary, thoſe ; 
delegated this diſcretionary power had no ſych power 0 
ſelves. If this ſhould really be the cafe, he hoped that .“ 
would be brought in for the purpoſe of amending the 10 l 
the firſt inſtance, and for that of protecting ſuch as had 2 
under thoſe powers in the ſecond, | 

For his part, as long as he knew or remembered any Py Ta 
of naval fervice, a diſcretionary power was thought to d "a 
was regularly exerciſed ; and, till the affair of Ad mira 
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| brought the queſtion into difcufſion, was canſtantly ac- 
eſced In. The inſtructions ſtated the power, and defined 
it was conſtantly exerciſed by every naval commander, 
ſoon a3 he quitted the narrow ſeas ; nay more, one clauſe in 
at even extended to the merchantsꝰ ſervice, and veſted 4 
cretionary power in a certain number of captains or ma- 
s of trading veſſels; for in any port where there happened 
de at the 7 ne time five Britiſh maſters of ſhips, upon 2 
mplaint N any maſter, petty officer, or ſeaman, aboard 
fe ſhips, it was competent for the officers to proceed to 
eiry and judgment, referring, however, the ſentence final- 
to the admiralty-board. He wiſhed ſincerely to have the 
tter fully explained. 2 
Mr. Hans Stanley ſaid, if he aſſented to the motion, he Mr. Han, 
uld give bis affent to a motion which he did not approve 7 
particularly as it was a reſolution precedent to an intended | 
| avowed vote of cenſure; if he gave it a negative, he muſt | 
e it to a propoſition ſeveral parts of which he looked upon 
be true, He was perſuaded that the admiralty-board were 
eſted with a power to direct, refuſe, or delay courts- mar- 
; conſequently he could not vote againſt that part of the 
ned gentleman's motion. Experience juſtified him in af- 
ing, that during the eight years he ſat at the admiralty- 4 
rd, which were the eight moſt glorious years this country 

knew, upon complaints preferred, it was always under- 9 
d, that the board might reject or entertain the charge if 
F thought proper. At the ſame time he did not like the 
d diſcretion, as ſtated in the motion; it was a word too 

and indeterminate ; nor could he ever aſſent to what 
ared to him fo liable to abuſe ; for it might create a po- 
not to receive any complaint, however juſtly founded, or 
nts any accuſation, however abſurd, prepoſterous and 
robable, | x 
t. Hon. T. Townſhend congratulated the hon. gentleman R. Hon. 7. 
made the motion on his tory over adminiftration, ſo T. 
8 is motion went, A gentleman of high character, of 
t weight with the other fide of the Houſe, bad now de- 
h in the terms moved by his honourable friend, that 
amiralty board had a right to direct, refuſe, and delay a 
martial. What was this but the very diſcretion con- 
for? But the honourable gentleman does not like the 
l becauſe it is too looſe, nor he ſpecification becauſe it is - 

ite, He will not give the motion an affirmative, 
ve it may lead to a vote of cenfure; nor a thegative, be- 

X 2 __ cauſe 
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Mr. N- 


derburne. 


. - tion of the time for receiving an accuſation either in Gr 


- His manner. He always ſpoke under the reſerve of ful 


" 4dmiiralty-board had a right to dire 
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cauſe it is founded in truth; in ſhort, the honourable ge 
tleman's argument goes to this, that he will not vote fort 
zfopoſition which he knows to be right, left it ſhould be fd 
owed by another which he does not approve of. He m 
ſeveral other obſervations to the ſame effect, and fat dom 
with obſerving, that all the miniſterial mechanic poweng 
the admiralty-hoard, which had been ſtated as the only ay 
bbey for ſending Sir Hugh Palliſer's acccuſation to be u 
quired into, were totally abandoned by the honourable ge 

eman 3 they were ſet up as the temporary defence of th 
day, and being found no longer tenable, were thrown afid 
and the favourite argument of not coming to any vote whdiiiic 


may immediately or remotely affect adminiſtration, reſom ua 
co in the laſt inſtance. 


Mr. Hans Stanley appealed from the honourable gentlema 
concluſions: he denied that he acknowledged a diſcretionnWpar: 
f in the admiralty- board, in the ſenſe conceived and u 
Explained by the Jaſt ſpeaker ; nor that he ſaid he would n 
for the motion, if he was to vote at all; for the truth een 
that he could neither vote for nor againſt it in the manner 
preſented itſelf to the Houſe, If it was altered, ſo as to ng 
His ideas, he would then vote, but not until then. He Nr 
an intimation of wifhing that the motion were diſpoſed of 
ſomẽ other manner than giving it a direct negative. dot 
Mr. Veaderburne [ Attorney General] acknowledged HN 
he had been led into a haſty opinion when the queſtion 
faſt mentioned in that Houſe, though not to the extent: 
in the manner which had been alluded to by his lem an 
friend [Mr. Dunning J. He was clear, and perfectly i 
cided with his learned friend, that the act of 22 George! 

ave no new power, nor took away any old one, excen e 
the fingle inſtance mentioned by him, relative to the lim 


Britain or elſewhere, The powers veſted in the board o ab 
firſt conſtitution, continued the fame to the preſent int i 
He therefore begged to remind the Houſe, that although i du 
he offered on the ſubject was haſtily offered, he neveriheſi eil 
referved to himſelf the natural right of re-conſideration Mert 
Fvifal. He did not commit himſelf blindly ; it was tren 


tevion; and he was now as 28 to acknowledge that! 
, refuſe, or delay cou 1 
martial, as he was when, the queſtion was firſt agitated iſ mn 


4 
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te his doubts, and give a conditional opinion that no ſuch 


wer exiſted. / | | 
He did not think but the circumſtances of the caſe on 
e preſent occaſion, fully juſtified the conduct of the ad- 


iralty-board. What were they? An officer of high rank, 


ke accuſation againſt his commander in chief, not of 
ual rank, but of equal reputation with the perſon whom 
accuſed, What did the accuſer ftake ? Every thing va- 
ible and dear: the fruit of forty years ſervices ; a fame 
jd teputation purchaſed with his beſt ability; his pro- 
ffional rank ; his ſeat at the admiralty-board ; the, lieu- 
nant-generalſhip of the marines ; the 8 of Scar- 
rough Caſtle ; and eventually his feat in that Houſe.” 
2 not one half of theſe a good pledge to the admiralty 
Ward and the public, when ſtaked upon an accuſation, con- 
ting of five ſpecific articles. For his part, he never believed 
echarge to be true; and yet he confeſſed, he was ſtaggered 
hen he conſidered how little the vice-admiral of the blue 
nerd to gain, and how very much he had to loſe, and which 
knew he muſt loſe, if he failed in making good his accu- 
ton, He had already experienced in -/ part, what he well 
ſerred. He had been declared by a moſt reſpectable and 
Dnourable body of men, the members of the court-martial 
bo tried Mr. *Keppel, as the author of a malicious and ill- 
nded accuſation, He had no reaſon to doubt that the aſ- 
non had been proved, and well proved; and he (the vice- 
Imiral) ought and muſt take the conſequences of his malice 
folly, no matter which, ſo far as it was connected with 
e preſent debate, He did by no means wiſh to pre- judge 
evice-admiral, who, he underftood, was to undergo a trial 
to his conduct, relative to the affair of the 27th of Ju- 
Far from it; he preſumed that the vice-admiral was 
oo WP able. and gallant officer; all he meant to ſay was, 
at ſuch an accuſation, made by ſuch a man, juſtified the 
duct of the admiralty-board, and precluded them from 
ercifing a diſcretion, which in almoſt any circumſtances, 
ort of thoſe already mentioned, would perhaps have been 
remely proper, when oppoſed to the deſervedly high cha- 
ter, and the eminent ſervices of the commander in chief, as 
ll as the numerous inconveniencies, which in times of 
„ muſt ever accompany public enquiries of ſo extenſive 
V unportant a nature. * « 12: 

I | k 18 0 The 


— 


d of the firſt reputation in his profeſſion, makes a ſpe- 
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Interpoſitional or diſcretionary powers veſt in grand jury 
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The main part of his argument, which was collateral oil * 
the, ſuhject at the time alluded to, he would never give wii, 
as the more he conſidered: the ſubject, the more fully he u 
convinced he was right; he meant the ſuppoſed analogy | 
tween che powers veſted in the admiralty - board, and thy 


{ 


upon bills of indictment and informations in the court g 
King's Bench. . 

Ihe ſame ideas which prevailed with his learned friend 
2 former occaſion feemed yet to keep poſſeſfion of his min 
The motion faid as much: the words according to the ar 
cumftances of the caſe,” had evidently this interpoſitian 
or diſcretionary power in view. Would the learned gent 
man ſay, that the admiralty- board had the capacity to ad a 
grand jury, or as the court of King's Bench. Id the 
as well as the two latter, enquire into the ** particular ar 
eumfſtances of the eaſe ? ” uld they examine witneſs 
gither ex parte as a grand jury, or as the court of King 
Bench. If they could not, what circumſtances of the cal 
could. poſſibly come legally within their cognizance ? 
at all. He ſhould therefore never conſent to come to a v0 
reſting on the broad ground of diſcretion. Such a vote, n 
Gdered even as a rule to the gentlemen of the navy, we 

only ſerve to diſtract and confound, and lead to uncertainty 
error, and abuſe. For inſtance, there was a commander ¶ be. 
2 ſquadron now preparing to depart for the Eaft Indies. I 
might not probably leave Portſmouth, ſhould the preſent 
vote paſs, before he would learn that this Houſe had declard 
the law, that it is the duty of the commiſſioners of tif 
admiralty, and of every officer under them in their {ever 
ſubordinate ranks and fituations, to exerciſe a due and ſou 
diſoretion. Well, the admiral proceeds perhaps till he gd 
beyond the line, and then takes up a book: of great law 20 
therity, which informs him, that diſcretion is the law of ty 
raets, Ia ſuch a calc, what is the admiral to do? A voted 
Unis Houle tells bim to exereiſe a due and ſound diſoretion ape 


the eiroumſtances arifing be fore him; the great law author co 


warns him, that diſcretion is the tyrant's law. His three gre 
propoſitions were, that the board were inveſted. with a diici 
tionary power; that the power fo veſted was not analagous 
any power exerciſed in the courts of common and crime 
law; and that it as abſurd to come to à vote, to ſhew d 
a diſcretion was veſted in the admiralty- board general} 
when the nature of the diſcretion itſelf was limited, wy 
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digg in the ſame vote, that the board had a right to direct, 


tial, Before he ſat down he declared, he was partly of 
opinion of the honourable gentleman, He could not 
„ that the admiralty-board, had not a diſcretion, nor 
at they had, according to the circumſtances of the caſe; 
oe words ĩmportiug an intermediate enquiry, between the 
ving of a complaint, and ſending it to a court-martial. 
binking therefore, that a direct negative or afhrmative 
ud be equally improper, he begged to ſuſpend the deer» 
a of the queſtion one way or other, by moving the pre- 


wag, He approved much of his candour and explicit con- 


had ſo warmly eſpouſed before Chriſtmas ; and lamented 
at be had not puſhed both a little further, and applied them 
ly on the preſent occaſion. | ec 
The learned gentleman had given up two points without 
eve; He acknowledged, that the preſent board poſſeſſed 
ſubſtantial power enjoyed by their predeceſſors, fince 
y in the reign of Charles II. and that the powers ſo poſ- 
kd, amounted to diſcretionary powers; but, Gays the 
med gentleman, though à diſcretion is lodged in the hoard, 
y muſt not be told they have it, particularly by this 
baſe. When the power is ſpoken of at firſt, it is extreme- 
neceſſary to deny its exiſtence, with a reſerve, however, 
acknowledging it hereafter, when it can be no longer 
ended, But attend to the manner and further purpoſe af 
conceſſion ; it is acknowledged, that this power exiſts, 
t ſooner than reſolve one way or the other, the honourable 
d learned gentleman bas propoſed the previous queſtion. 
this means, as well in form as effect, the learned pentle- 
In, the firſt law officer of the crown, tells you, that the 
nralty board were merely miniſterial ; he tells you now, 
at he retained a reſerve within his own breaſt of fecaating 
firſt opinion, and thereby retaining his credit and inte- 
y. Well, what is the effect of ail chis? He divides. his 
ſeourſe into three parts; in the firſt he ſtates the diſerttion 
ded on this fide of the Houſe; in the next, chat it 
es not partake of the diſcretion exerciſed by 'grand'quricy: 
« the Court of King's Bench, in granting or withholding” 
ormations ; and, thirdly, becauſe it is not ſuch 4 ſpecies 
Uſcretion, and becauſe it is limited, it amounts to no dif. 

. ＋ 


' eretion 


aſe and delay ſending complaints to be ſent to a court- 


, in reprobating the abſurd ideas of his friends, which 
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Mr. Burke was ſevere on the reaſoning of the learned gen- Mr. Burks, 
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ing his aſſent and getting rid of the motion by the prem 
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cretion at all. Thus, whether the diſcretion exiſts, or { 
not exiſt, forms no part of the queſtion ; for if it e 
ariſes not from © the circumſtances of the caſe ;” and i 
_ not exiſt preciſely in that manner, it cannot be en 
ciſed. | | . 

The learned gentleman continues but a very ſhort ting 
the ſame opinion; for, after labouring a great deal to pray 
that the diſcretion contended for at this fide of the Howl 
bears no reſemblance to any other ſpecies of legal diſcreti 
whatever, he ſpends above half an hour in argument 
prove, that though the admiralty board had a diſcretion 
power, they could not properly exerciſe it, according tot 
circumſtances of the caſe ; the very words in the mot 
with which he has quarrelled ; and his motive for with-kt 


3 The vice-admiral was an officer of high ranki 


e ſervice, of great reputation in his profeſſion, poſſeh af 
conſiderable poſts and emoluments under government; dc 
Joſs of which he hazarded on the truth or falſchood dH 
accuſation preferred by him againſt his ſuperior officer, N N 
by any rule of common ſenſe, or deduction, what are af 
thele, but the circumſtances of the caſe ? Did not the boli” 
deliberate and determine upon thoſe circumſtances ? If ot 
did, then the learned gentleman's ground of objection a 
inſtantly to the ground; if they did not, they ated inn. 1 
rantly and criminally, in not exercifing that diſcretion vi, 
the law had veſted in them. | ; 1 

The learned gentleman finding himſelf bewildered, ; 
ever, in endleſs mazes of intricacy and contradiction, has Ut 
courſe to a moſt curious and novel mixture of fact, ſuppoliing - 
and argument. ne” © | + 

He takes it for granted, that Sir Edward Hughes, now a 
ſtined for the Eaſſ- Indies, ſhould the Houſe come to they fo 
poſed vote, will unfortunately go out poſſeſſed with the Me 
poſterous idea, that he is juſtified by this vote, to exercielt . 
broad diſcretion, What next? Why as ſoon as Sir Ed 
paſſes the line, ſo fate hath decreed it, he will take up ny! 
great law authority to-peruſe, and having peruſed it, he opi 
then and there find contained in the ſaid law book, that . 5 
cretion is the law of tyrants. What then is the conclulay 
That Sir Edward will not know in the world what todo, de! 
he diſobeys the vote of this Houſe, he will be guilty of abn. 
of privilege, or-ar leaſt a breach of duty; if he does not a h 


bey it, then comes his conſcience accuſing him, reminding f 
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he has preferred diſcretion the tyrant's law. So that if 


does not act diſcretionally, which the law impowers him 
0; or if he acts merely minifterially, which the law for- 


deman himſelf, Sir Edward is ſure to remain in doubt and 
ainty, and when he is acting perfectly right, according 
is. own judgment and opinion, he muſt be perſuaded, he 
ting perfectly wrong, and contrary to his conſcience. 

le was willing, however, not to ſhock the learned gentle- 


eedings of the admiralty-board and our courts of criminal 
common law. He — acknowledge, that the board had 
ight to examine witneſſes ex parte upon oath, like a grand 
nor to receive written telti monies upon oath, like the 
t of King's bench, previous to the granting or refuſing 
or mation. But as the learned gentleman had deſcribed 
board, ſtating the probabilities which determined their 
duct on one fide, why. not ſuppoſe, that they ought to 
informed themſelves as much as they could on the other ; 


ces of the commander in chief, as the baſis to plead on, 


the vice-admiral of the Red, 
thart Roſs, and the captains La Foreſte, Walſingham, 
ver, Kc. If the board could not examine them upon 
they might confer with them as officers, and conſult 


en would have ſaid could not be received as evidence, 


In oath, The opinions of ſuch men, had they been de- 
h might well meet the opinion of that of Sir Hugh Palli- 
for his accuſation was no more! He was not bound to 
e in any other manner, but by the oaths of other men; 
bat take it in any ſenſe, if the opinions of thoſe gentle- 
already mentioned had 

| of the blue, it, would have been no more than weigh» 
opinion againſt opinion, ; | | 
| obſeryed, that the noble Lord | Mulgrave] who oppoſed 
motion, had with his uſual ability contended, that a vote 
de Houſe of Commons, declaring the law, was not law, 
binding upon the courts.in Weſtminſter-hall. He agreed 
b him moſt heartily 3 but he truſted, that a vote of the 
ſe of Commens did not render what was before legal, il- 


ol, XI. 6 Bur 


bim to do, according to the conceſſions of the learned 


is underſtanding, by tracing any analogy between the 


after putting them in oppoſite ſcales, determine fairly in 
pur of the weightieſt. Why not take the long and able 


ell as the ſervices of Sir Rog Taba L. 2 g Jena 
Sir John Lindſay, Sir John 


as gentlemen and men of honour, If what thoſe gen- 


hight well be oppoſed to an accuſation not given in. 


contradicted that of the vice-ad - 


If it did not, then the obſervation went for nothing. 
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Mr. Selicite Mr. Solicitor General ſaid he ſhould enter into an inveſti 


General. 
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But the queſtion of law was already given up, by the nol 
Lord's learned friend, who ſpoke laſt ; therefore, a vote 
the Houſe of Commons, declaring what the law was, whe 
it went to declare what the law was acknowledged to be, . 
not uſurping the whole legiſlative power into their own han 
but a mere opinion, that the legiſlature had declared the; 
to be ſuch as ſtated in the vote. 

The noble Lord's ſentiments in the courſe of his {; 
brought a very remarkable circumſtance freſh into his mia 
which proved, that his Lordſhip once entertained a very d 
ferent opinion, His Lordſhip moved a propoſition in th 
Houſe ſome years ſince, and maintained the propriety | 
in a very able manner, in which it was afferted, that one 
the ordinary functions of the firſt law officer of the crom 
— to Captain Phipps's motion in 1770, relative tot 
illegality of the Attorney General's filing ex officio inform 
tions | was contrary to law, and the fundamental privilex 
of the people, under the conſtitution ; it ſeemed, howere 
that the noble Lord exerted himſelf in this ſpirited attemptt 
no purpoſe ; for if it had been carried by a vote of the Haul 
of Commons, it would have availed nothing, it would h; 
been diſregarded by the judges in Weſtminſter-hall, whic 
was not the language held by him on that occaſion, and whi 
he would not have treated as an extra-judicial opinion, ti 
no man was obliged to take notice or obey, becauſe it had! 
the ſanction of the other two branches of the legiſlature. 

After ſome farther alluſions on the former and preſept cu 
duct of the noble Lord, he again reſumed his obſervations! 
the arguments of the learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt, wii 
he held up in a variety of ſtrong lights, as involving 2 {ent 
of abſurdity and contradiftion, He concluded with rect 
mending to the Houſe, to come to the vote defired, 35! 
only means of removing that contrariety of opinion every pt 
ſon on the oppoſite bench held with himſelf, and every in 
vidual who ſpoke held with the ſpeaker who preceded him. 


tion of the legal queſtion, to ſhew, that the diſcretion veil 
in the admiralty-board was not analagous to any other ſpeck 
of power exerciſed in any of the ſtages of criminal proce 
ing. The board had been improperly deſcribed by the i 
nourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt ; for it could not auh 
ritatively ſend»+for Vice-admiral Harland, for Sir Willa 
Lindſay, or Sir Lockhart Roſs; or if they had ſent for thel 
and interrogated them on the affair of the 27th and 28th. 
July, were they bound to anſwer, Nor could their looſe q 
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ns, not given upon oath, or given under the ſanction of 
legal proviſion, outweigh the poſitive duty which the law 
poſed upon them, in the capacity of commiſſioners, having 
dre them no leſs. than an accuſation, which if proved, ren- 
ed the party convicted liable to ſuffer death, | 

he diſtinction lodged in a grand jury and the court of 
gs bench, was of a very different texture, The grand 
ors had a right to examine witneſſes ex parte, and on that 


In like manner, the court of King's-bench hear the 
ies by their counſel in court, and are in poſſeſſion of facts 
afidavits, which is the great ground of angry” He 
t largely into this ſubject, to prove, that the diſcretion 
ſeſſed by the admiralty-board, did not partake of the nature 


ch. | 

He then met the great argument, that the admiralty-board 
| the diſcretion contended for, but declined to exerciſe it, 
ich he defended upon the three following grounds; the 
goitude and ſpecification of the charge, the character of 
accuſer, and the ſtrong probabilities which preſented 
mſelves to the board, that a perſon ſo circumſtanced would 
have brought an accuſation totally falſe, 

he accuſation was direct and ſpecific, and compoſed of 
ſeparate articles, upon any one of which iſſue might be 
en, and the proof eventually lead to the condemnation of 
accuſed, or the infamy and ignominy of the accuſer, 

Vbat was the next confideration which ought to have 
ed itſelf on the minds of the admiralty-board ?. The rank 
character of the accuſer. Who is this man? He is a per- 
of very high character in his profeſſion, of long and me- 


neſs and actor in the tranſactions of the 27th and 28th of 
J. But ſuppoſing that the board had carried their doubts 


_ heir fulleſt extent, would not the pledge, which the ac- 
a beld out to the board, be ſufficient to do away all doubts 
; ſped | ſurmiſes ? 3 | 


Vhat then is the nature of this pledge? No leſs than a 


tau nant-general of the marines, a * of Scarborough 
Wiha e, and a member of that Hou 


ole p umon-ſenſe of mankind, does ſuch a conduct amount to, 
| that a great and reſ pectable naval officer, of diſtinguiſhed 
1 2 | repu- 


dium of proof, find or reject the bill, as they thought pro- - 


that inherent in grand juries, and the court. of King's- 


l ſervice, of great rank as a profeſſional man, and was a 


the l -admiral, one of the commiſnoners of the admiralty, - 


e, poſſeſſing places and 
„te ments little ſhort of 500o!. per annum, who is the au- 
rof the charge. What then, in the acceptation of the 
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reputation in his profeſſion, comes to the admiralty-boyy 
and tells them fubftantially, This is my charge agai 
Admiral Keppel. I pledge myſelf to prove every article 
it, you cannot doubt my intentions, for I have ſtaked fog 
years ſervice, my rank, reputation, and great emoluna 
on the event. I muſt bring the charge home to the pa 
accuſed, or my ruin is inevitable.“ Here he launched fa 
into very paſſionate expreſſions againſt Sir Hugh Pau 
and beſtowed ſeyeral harſh epithets on his conduct, wii 
he attributed to the worſt motives, thoſe of envy, rancy 
reſentment and ſelf defence. He ſaid he was no longer wy 
thy of notice, that he hoped the juſtice of the nation wa 
be ſatisfied by bringing him to a trial, and, though for: 
of rigorous proſecution Sir Hugh ſhould be acquitted, n. 
would be one of the firſt in that Houle to riſe, to move, 
readieſt to ſecond a motion of cenſure on the admin 
board, if they ſhould again employ a man who had be 
conyicted, and, in his opinion, very properly convicted, of 
worſt of all human crimes, that of preferring a malic 
and ill- founded accuſation againft his principal in comma 
His concluſion on the whole was, that the admiralty-ba 
had a diſcuſſion of a particular nature, but not foundedi 
previous enquiry ; and that upon the circumſtances which 
companied the accuſation made by Sir Hugh Palliſer on 
gth of December, though they were competent to refuſe 
delay, they were fully juſtified in immediately direcdigg 
court- martial. He ſpoke for upwards of an hour, and w 
ably. 


Mr.Dandes, The Lord Alvocate of Scotland re- ſtated ſome of the Mitt 


could not be ſupported in the firſt motion, as the boardi 


ments uſed by Mr. Attorney and Mr. Sollicitor ; tallW9th 
of Sir Hugh Pallicer as a gallant officer, accufing ano ! 
gallant officer with miſconduct; and contended, that eu 
admiralty-board. could not have acted otherwiſe than ti 
had done, without being guilty of manifeſt partiality, | 
travelled through a great deal of miſcellaneous matter, ay « 
as riots, window-breaking, procgflions into the ci, in 
and afterwards returned to the ſubject; wiſhing rather 

meet the motion fairly and directly than by the preußget 
queſtion; becauſe the words . circumftances of the cp h 


no authority whatever to enquire into circumſtances; e 
of courſe no cenſure could lie on the admiralty-board, Wot 
not exerciſing a power they confeſſedly had not. 


iN VI ( 


= 


the inftance /alluded to, and were ſpecially called by the 
ry words objected tõ in the motion, ** circumſtances of the 
e, to reject the complaint. | 

mei What were thoſe circumſtances ? A vice admiral, knowing 
the crimes alledged by him againſt his ſuperior in com- 
nd, comes into port, after being witneſs to a eonduct 
hich deſerved capital puniſhment, and remains ſilent, He 
ils a ſecond time, under the ſame commander, on whoſe 
ill and conduct the very ſafety, = exiſtence of this coun- 
depended. Hitherto not a ſyllable of complaint eſcapes 
slips, till attacked in print by an anonymous writer, who 
arged him with diſobedience of orders. Here then, after 
me months, for the firſt time, in order to defend himſelf, 
finds fault with his commander in a newſpaper, to 
hich he ſigns his name, Nevertheleſs a month intervenes 
d no charge is made. At the end of that month, the af- 
ir of the 27th and 28th of July happens to be mentioned 
that Houſe, when he again repeats his charge. He con- 
fles he did not obey the fignal ; he ſays he could not obey 
„ and charges the admiral with being the cauſe of his not 
ing able to perform his duty, by his miſtakes and errors 
his mode of engaging ; he adds at the time, There is 
fthing I more fincerely wiſh, than to have my conduct 
quired into, but I decline it merely on account of the 
Imancement of the public ſervice, which muſt mater1- 
ly ſuffer ſhould I be brought to trial.” Well, a day 
s appointed when the Houſe ſhould next be in a com- 
littee of ſupply, on the navy eftabliſhment, namely, on 
th of December, to enter into a diſcuſhon on the 
anole ſubject. On that day he attended in his place in that 
12t ouſe, both the admirals were preſent ; Sir Hugh Palliſer 
, the committee would be deferred till Friday (the 11th) 
hen he would again attend in his place. This was about 
quarter after three. In a few minutes after, Sir Hugh 
Itted the Houſe, withgthe accuſation in his pocket, which 
= received by the board at half paſt three, and a letter 
rent at half paſt ten that night to Admiral Keppel to prepare 
e his trial, This plain narrative of facts furniſhed “ the 


ard M umſtances of the caſe,” which would have fully juſtified 
board, in refuſing a trial. Sir Hugh's filence at Ply- 
ard, eutb, and from thence to the appearance of the anonymous 


blication, his a to the Houſe of Commons for 
u demanding a trial into his own conduct, his ſecretly 
preferring 


Admiral Pigot contended, that the board had a diſcretion Aim. Pigets 


166 


Leod Howe. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. ty 


preferring the accuſation, previous to the day in which t 
matter was again to be diſcuſſed in the Houle of Com 
and his declaring in his place in that Houſe, after the ach 
ſation was received by the board, that he would never h 
1 it, were it not to clear his own character. Thek, 

e ſaid, were the circumſtances of the caſe ; circumſtancy 
more than ſufficient to ſhew, that the accuſation originatd 
either in the moſt baſe and unmanly malice, or in a prings 
ple of ſelf-defence and conſcious guilt or negligence in 
day of action. | 

The admiral then paſſed ſeveral high encomiums on f 
two great officers about to quit the ſervice (Howe and Kep 
pel) He recapitulated their various ſervices in very At 
tering terms. He begged-Lord Howe's parte | Go: (ronkig 
favourably of him to his face, as he knew | mon edt 
leſs; ſpoke of his great ſervices at Rhode . read 
very long letter from his brother who comma ed ther; 
highly extolling the conduct of his Lordſhip, and concludg 
with a general teſtimony, how caleulated by every virty 
public and private, he was to conquer and command, by th 
Intereſt he had in the heart of every Britiſh ſcaman. H 
truſted the expreſſion, however homely, would not offend hy 
Lordſhip :- that was, ©, Give us black Dick, and we fea 
nothing,” He added, though from particular circum{tancy 
ſeveral great naval characters were . diſguſted, he could 
never hear without pain, that it might and would eff 
the ſervice in general. It was reported, that upwards d 
twenty captains of the firſt reputation, were on the poi 
of retiring from the ſervice, He had made an enquiry con 
cerning its truth, and he was glad to find it was total 
groundleſs. 

Lord Howe anſwered the compliments paid him by the ii 
honourable gentleman, confeſſed how little he deſerved them) 
and obſerved, that he would deſerve the epithet of“ black, 
indeed, in a very different ſenſe, if he did not feel the moi 
grateful emotions at his heart, on the very favourable op 
nion his country, his brother officers and ſeamen, entertals 
ed of his feeble attempts towards a performance of I 
duty. | 
Fle ſaid nevertheleſs, it would not be prudent to truſt tit 
little reputation he had earned by forty years ſervice, | 
perſonal honour and every thing elte which he held dear, 10 


the hands of men, who had ncither the ability to act on thei 
| t off 
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General Conway faid the gentlemen of the long robe who 
boſed the motion, had clouded- it over and thrown the 
bole into uncertainty and confuſion. They. had in one 
tof their arguments , contended, even for the diſcretion 
y laboured moſt earneſtly and violently to prove, that it 
a particular ſpecies of diſcretion ; they agreed in fact to 
terms of the motion ; and finally had laboured to put off 
decifion, by the means of the previous queſtion, becauſe 
y doubted, the extent and nature of the. diſcretion. 

fl then entered into the queſtion at large, to ſhew that the 
niralty board had a diſcretional power, to ſend or not to 
d the accuſation to be enquired into, and that there never 
an occaſion upon the apparent circumſtances of the caſe, 
ich called more preſſingly for the diſcretional interpoſiton 
the admiralty board, 


Imiralty board, not only ſending Mr. Keppel to trial in the 
y precipitate manner in which they did ; but refuſing 
, the uſe of ſuch part of his inſtructions, as might be ne- 
ary to his defence, He read the letters which paſled be- 
een the Admiral and the board, pending the trial, which be 
tended amounted to a direct denial; becauſe firſt, they 
| him, that they will admit him to make uſe of ſuch part of 
inſtructions, as may not be the means of conveying im- 
per intelligence to the enemy; and when the Admiral ap- 
ed the ſecond time, he was in fact refuſed, for he received 
opy of no part of the inſtructions. He concluded, em- 
tically, that the man, the Earl of Sandwich (he named him) 
o deprived this country of two of her braveſt Admirals, 


a greater traitor to the nation, than the man who ſet fire 
the dock yards. 


deen urged on the other fide, His chief effort was to 
naiſh the ſame ſervices and reputation attending the 
act of Admiral Keppel, from, what he called, the falſe 
L ſpurious pretenſions built upon them by the friends of 
preſent motion, His Lordſhip launched forth into the 
peſt panygeric on the Admiral, who as a firſt rate, he re- 
ſented, as failing before the wind, with all his fails ſet, and 
amers flying; he obſerved, that oppoſition had forced 
aſclyes into the ſhrouds, ſome on the yards, &c. 
| They 


u judgment, or the integrity and good ſenſe to follow Gen, G- 
advice of others, who might know more of the matter, way. 


Mr. Fox laid the principal ſtreſs of his argument on the Mr. Fox. 


ord North ſpoke in anſwer to moſt of the arguments that 14. 4s. 


Col. Barre. 


but weak and nefarious ſyſtem; a ſyſtem 21 way calc 


Hon. Mr, 


St * Jon. 
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Li ic in their little bark attendant fail, 
Purfye the triumph, and partake the gale.” 
After purſuing this idea for ſome time, his Lordſhip con. 
pared them to the barnicles, which faſten upon a ſhip's h 
tom, render it foul, and impede its uſual progreſs. In 9 
view, he obſerved they added to the triumph; in the od 
they rendered the Admiral's bottom foul, bis courſes flog 
and if he did not ſhake them off in time, they might ſoon m 
der a repair extremely neceffary. | 

His Lordfhip went into a variety of proofs to ſhew, thy 
the board could not have acted otherwiſe, than they had; i 
that if the trial had been refuſed, it would furniſh a pretem 
for ſaying, that they received a complaint or perhaps advif 
it, and refuſed to ſend the charge to be enquired into, on pu 
poſe to prevent the Admiral from proving his innocence, 

Colonel Barre was ſevere upon Lords North and 8a 
wich, who if they knew what every crown lawyer now d 
feſſed, he ſaid, behaved like traitors to their country, Thy 
they had entered into a conſpiracy to facrifice Admiral Ky 

to their malice and revenge. And he warned the vo 
Lord in the blue ribbon, who ſince his late declarations 
that Houſe was equally reſponſible with the noble Eat 
the other Houſe, that if Admiral Keppel and Lord Hc 
were to be driven from the ſervice of their country, or 
emphatically expreſſed himſelf, if this country ſhould be 
ſpoiled of their ſervices by ſuch machinations and cabinet ini. 
trigues, that his, and the noble Earls head alluded to, be f 
ked-on the event. He was called to order by the Houſe, Moa 
particularly by Mr. Penton ; but he grew more violent, tt 
compared his Majeſty's miniſters, to a knot of midnight earn 
ſpirators, plotting their country's ruin, and proſcribing 
lives, fortunes and reputation of every man who was lik 
to ſtand in the way of the accompliſhment of their deep-i 


ted to ruin the nation; to render Parliament ſhamefully Mo 
vile and contemptible, and to arm a few choſen inſtrume 
with a ſpecies of power, no leſs deſtructive of the con 
tion, than of the perſonal glory and eaſe of the Sovertif 
and the general proſperity and happineſs of the people. 

Hon, Mr. St. Fohn, concluded the debate with an culog 
on the public and private virtues of the' noble Lord in 
blue ribbon ; on his great miniſterial abilities, contempt 
money, indefatigable induſtry, and. diſregard of power * 
worldly honours, Mr. St. = was interrupted from ef 


DEBATES. 
te of the Houſe, by a general call for the queſtion ! the 


779. 


(100 ; | 
At half paſt one o'clock, the Houſe divided on the previs 


Ne 

Ws queſtion moved by the Attorney General; ayes 135, 
O bes 228. 1 i f 
WW The three following gentlemen were in the minority on 


is diviſion, who were abſent at the time of the diyifions on 
za and 8th of March. | 
Right hon. William Gerard Hamilton Warrham 
Thomas Lifter - - Clitheroe 
Hon. T. F. Wenman - - Weſtbury 
As ſoon' as the members returned into the Houſe, another 
viſion took place on Mr. Dunning's ſecond motion, ayes 


March 16. 


Hon. T. Luttrell moved, © that in a committee the rapid Hon, . 


y of the Britiſh fleet ſhould be taken into conſideration, 74 


| fone means thought of for ſeaſoning and preparing the 
ber in the dock-yards.” The neceſſity of this meafure 
ſtated by ſhewing, that fince the appointment of the pre- 
rr firſt Lord of the Admiralty there had been moſt rapid 
ay ; that a very great number of ſhips, built but a ſhort 
lie ago, were already uſeleſs ; that upwards of forty ſhips 
war had been loft within the two laſt years, by the decay 
the timber; that a ſelect committee had given it as their 


x i better means than were now uſed ; and he informed the 
duſe, that the propoſal which would be laid before the com- 
tee was the reſult of a long, expenſive, and experimental 
aca, and which he hoped wort! be found adequate to the 
poſe, The perſon who had made it, had been requeſted 
lay it before the navy-board, which he objected to, but he 
; willing to lay it before Parliament. | 
eng Lend North objected to the words, “rapid decay.“ 


ly Hon. 7. Luttrell, withdrew them, declaring, that the only 1 


offi 575 and the latter part of the motion tended to that 
Lord Mulgrave objected to the enquiry altogether ; 
it was very incapable of inveſtigating the matter, as had 
pt IE" proved in the recent inſtance, when the committee had 


der e months, and had come to no reſolutions on the ſub- 
Vor. XI. : Z | Hon, 


nion, that Parliament ſhould immediately enquire into 


Ld. North 
7. 
ole he had to ſerve in this matter was the of his Langel. 


we board was the proper place for ſuch reſearches ; Parlia- grove 


% 
7 


Her. Ton, Hop, 7 bra aid he.muſt inform, te noble Lord, uy 
Pl the propoſition could not come before the navy-board. Lay 


Mr. Rigby. 


Hon. y. ' 
Laue. 


General. 


ricte. 


Hon. 
Lat, 7. 


Hon, T. 


ſpeak. Mr. Luttrell contended he was within the rules 


ſeemed to 


The Attorney General moved, that thoſe words are We 
Mr. Geed- - unparliamentary, and too indecent to be uſed, Mr, Gudi 


Righy dropped ſome ſevere words, and which was put ant 
to 


explain himſelf more fully, but for ſome 


| were mentioned to be thirty-three thouſand pounds a year. 
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Sandwich had uſed the gentleman ill, in not having compli 
with the recommendation of the ſecretary. of ſtate, for pn 


viding for him in the line of his E * 
The ſpeaker objected to Mr. Luttrell's rifing fo often h 


uſage, zuſtifed by daily precedent, and. by the chair it, 
in io far as the ſpeaker had on a former occaſion declared, th 
in profeflional queſtions, gentlemen, might riſe to give inks 
mation more than once. 15 | 1-5; - af 6 
Mr. Rigby roſe to order, and in the courſe of his ſpeed 
he threw out ſome oblique hints againſt the honourable gent 
man for making long ſpeeches, and ſaid, he did not know ij 
his part what the motion was. _ | 
Hon. Z. Lattrell roſe alſo to order, and concluded his (pete 
wt ſayings that on this ſubjet the honourable gentlen 
| ignorant of every thing, but the infamg 
and 1nordinate profits of his own employment. | 
The Attorney General, | Mr, Wedderburne} moved toy 
go the words. The words were taken down, and acknes 
ledged by Mr. Luttrell, and he, explained their meaning, 
ſaying, not infamous with reſpect to the gentleman, but i 
mous for the country to admit at this time of increafing by 
thens, increaſing expences, and increafing the taxation.“ 


ſeconded the motion, becauſe, as he afterwards, ſaid, tit 
ſeemed to. infer, that the honourable gentleman ſpoke | 
no other principle but from motives of emolument. Pos 

A ſhort converſation aroſe on this queſtion, wherein) 


y a ſpeech of the Hon. J. Lutirell, who ſaid he would 
countenance his honourable relation in an Fern 
he would condema in another, was ſenſible that his bie 
did e N N wack on the character of 2 f 
whom he was, ſenfible he reſpected, and he thought it u. 
be done e in his _— explain himſelf — full 
Hon. 7. Lutirell ſaid that he would before that have fil 
expreſſions that. 


TI. A066 rs) = 1 


lh 


he nett profits of the employment of pay-maſter-gi# 


nn A. E ©. 


en from the honourable Gentleman, which prevented him. 

would be the laſt man in that Houſe to explain away any 

Arion he had dared to make, at the ſame time that he 

pald de as far as any one from permitting au expreſſion of 

bonceived in warmth, and ſpoken obſcurely, to hint a 

feftion for want of an explanation. In this cate he could 

n Foany geotlemen in the Houſe, to atteſt for him the 

nin he held of the honourable gentleman, * © 

Mr,” Rigby aid; the manner in which Mr. J. Luttrell had Mr. Righye 

fred, fully ſatisfied him; he had miſconceived' his bro- 

er; he hoped the honourable gentleman would forgive him 

r he warmth he had ſhewn, and he hoped the motion 

ald be withdrawn, el 

The Attorney General withdrew his motion: and Mr. 

ttrell did the ſame. | | 

March 17. r 

ee Mr. Frederick Montagu moved, by inſtruction of the com- Mr. Fred, 

mee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred, to Hontags, 

nfider of granting relief to diſſenting miniſters, teachers, 

. for leave to bring in a bill. eee 

Henry Hoghton ſeconded the motion. 1 2 0 | | 
Mr. Moyſey roſe, not to oppoſe bringing in à bill of that Mr. Moy 

, but * ſhould not be IG whis' fac bill was deba- * 

ch to expreſs ſome doubts he entertained of the propri 

the meaſure. He ſaid the conduct of the legiſſature from 

e time of paſſing the toleration act, to the preſent day, 

forded a leſſon of great caution #nd circumſpection, as they 

d exer declined making any alteration in the law upon this 

dect, though their attention had been often called to it. 

e obſerved that the objects of the propoſed bill were perſons 

hoſe 2 it was to inſtruct mankind ; that from th firſt 

labliſhment of our national church the legiſlature had anxi- 

ly laboured to' ſecure all perſons of that deſcription in 

e doctrine and principles of the church of England; that 

out ſuch foundation the church could not have ſtood and 

teſt at never would have paſſed ; that though the objects 
the bill were confined to preachers of diſſenting congrega- 

00s, that was in truth to all the world who would come and 
them, any body was a diſſenter for the purpoſe of making 

audience; that a preacher and teacher was a public truſt, 

at indulgence to tender conſciences, liberty to uſe their own. 

im of worſhip, and to abſtain from ſuch modes as any 
eus opinions rejected, were already allowed; that it was 

cult to ſay, how far teſts in favour of the eſtabliſhed 

n 22 church 
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church ſhould be extended, but it was a great deal to expe 
from any legiſlature, that it ſhould/awuthoriſe any order 
men to preach againſt its own church, which, would be 
effect of this bill; that the late act for the relief of Roma 
Catholics afforded no argument in favour of this bill, ap 
it could appear that not, only 22 but popiſh prieſts wt 
actually tolerated; and he inclined ſtrongly to thinł that thol 
the preſent form of the ſeveral tefts might admit of amen 
ment, yet that ſome ſort of teſt in favour of the church 
England ought to be required from thoſe who were profeſſed 
to teach the ſubje& of religion, unleſs we wiſhed to mt 
- ply rather than tolerate — 1 ; » 
Sir N. Sir Nilliam Bagot moved to put off the bringing in the 
Br. to this day four months. , 
Sir k. New- Sir R. Newdigate (ſeconded the motion, the Houſe divide ou 
dae. for the bill 77, againſt it 6. | 
, | * Adarch 18. 
Mr. Aue. Mr. Burke ſaid he had a petition from ſeveral of his Ma 
; ſty's Roman Catholic ſubjects of North Britain to pref» 
to the Houſe, , | 
LA. Nerth, Lord North, by his Majeſty's command, acquainted th 
the Houſe, that his Majeſty, having been informed of HN 
contents of the ſaid petition, recommends it to the confide 
tion of the Houle, | F; : 
Then the petition was brought up, and read; ſetting forthe 
that we, your petitioners, the Roman Catholics refiding | 
the cities of Edinburgh and Glaſgow, beg leave, with th 
moſt profaund reſpect and deference, to lay before this h 
nourable Houſe the treatment we have lately met with fre 
the fury of a miſguided populace, and ro implore that redn 
and protection which we are perſuaded this honourable Hot 
will think that our wrongs ＋ A and which the know 
juſtice and humanity of the Britiſh legiſlature gives us grou 
to expect: We, and the reft of our brethren in Scotlail 
have, for a long ſerics of years, endeavoured, by our inofit 
fave and dutiful condut, to approve ourſelves harmleſs 2 
uſeful ſubjects of the Britiſh empire; and were ready to ei 
brace, with pleaſure, every opportunity of ſerving our cou 
try, though at the expence of our lives and fortunes ; en- 
raged by the ſpirit of humanity and toleration, which we" 
reaſon to believe diſtinguiſhed an enlightened and liberal 
and, having immediately in our view the late relaxation 
the penal laws againſt our fellow ſubjects the Roman Cathol 
of England, we ventured to hope that the fame inc as 


17 
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in, at Raſt in ſome reſpec̃t ed 
end ourſelves,” this Our loyal and ſubmiſſive behaviour 
kat occaſion, and our wilkingneſs to have our relief 
ned When che bill was brought in for the relief bf the 
Cscholics of England, did, in ſome degree, intitle 
Ir: conſtious of the juſtice of our hopes, and of the 
ace of our conduct, we beheld with concern, that the 

circumſtance-of our humility and duty in poſtponing 
tlie, inſtead of reconcillng the nnnds of ſome miſtaken 
ont to us, was made uſe of to exafperate the lower people 

diſpoſitions of great violence : the public papers were 
Pwith the moſt virulent and inflammatory adyertiſe- - 
tits ; pamphlets were publiſhed and diſperſed every where 
ng the populace, repreſenting us, in the moſt unjuſt and 
ous colours, as enemies to ſociety, and unworthy of being 
wed an exiſtence; invitations were ſent throughout Ki 
and, encouraging the people to join all their intereſt and 
6s to oppoſe alt attempts to allow us the ſmalleſt part of 
nohts of ſubects : the conſequences of all this were ſuch 
cht be expected; the common people were every where 
red op to the utmoſt rage and fury againſt us, and the pub- 
papers were daily filled with reſolutions of boroughs, in- 
rations, ſocieties, pariſhes, &c, from ſeveral parts of 


le in Parliament to do any thing in our favour: we, on 
part, conſidering the ſpirit which had by ſuch unjuſtifiable 
been raiſed againſt us, and the ſeditious tendency of many. 
hole” means which had been uſed to inflame the people, 
dreading the conſequences of their enthuſiaſtic fury, i? 
td to a certain point, did, of our own accord, chearfully 


; and this our reſolution was, immediately, in the moſt 
b that this convincing proof, the greateſt that could be 


tion,” if it did not reconcile the people to us, would at 


denſions had raifed _ us; but in this we were greats 
iftaken : the enthuſiaſtic fury which had been excited in 


the more obſtinately bent on our deftruftion ; the — 99 
4 


be ſhewn to us; and we 


land, ftrenvouſly to oppoſe any attempt that might be 


up every thought of applying to Parliament while chat 
nent laſted, choofing rather to poſtpone our own eaſe to 
more quiet time, than to endanger the peace of our coun- 
ul manner, ſigniſied to the * officer of ftate ; W 
u of our ſubmiſſion to government, and our peaceable 


put an end to thoſe animoſities which their groundfeſß 


minds was got to fuch a height, chat they ſeemed” tab 
© populace in Edinburgh and Glaſgow continuing — 


173 
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L againſt us, and this irritation being kept up by art, am 
en rams t aroſe ; the wultitalh ee | 
7 1 of the magiſtrates of both theſe cities, proc 
to the greateſt extremities, plundered our efftQs, - burneds 
deftroyed our Houſes, inſulted our perſons, and even ths 
Dae b ves of ſeveral had they fallen inte cheir h 
VF do not. wiſh to exaggerate any part 'of their dle 
E. our {ufferings, or even to expole at large to this honour 
Houſe what we wiſh we codld with fafety to ourſelves hy 
in eternal oblivion, In theſe diſtrefling cirev 
. whom can we fly for relief and protection, but to the iu 
and humanity of Parliament? By the ſeverity of the 
inſt us we are in a great meaſure precluded from all ly 
redreſs, and on that account inferior courts have it notj 
their power to . ; it is the legiſlature alone that canp 
tect us, and it is from their goodneſs alone that we exped 
be protected; But, while we throw ourſelves with confiday 
upon. the mercy of Parliament, we beg leave, with the 
F to make the nature of our requeſt fi 
cnown to this moſt reſpectable body : in the firſt place, 


r, very far, from entertaining a reſentment againſt 
See or from defiring We any erte ſhould 
ealled to account, much leſs ſhould be puniſhed for the ink 

done to us: we forgive from the bottom of our hearts ; al 

ſhould any perſon be taken into cuſtody, or proſecuted * 

gur account, if we were worthy to be heard we ſhould preli 

< to, petition. in the moſt earneſt manner for his pardon : 1 

We declare, not from aconſciouſneſs of having done any fl 

that eguld deſerye the cruel treatment we have met with, 

conſcience is perſectiy clear as to that, our behaviour has N 

Plecneleſs both as ſubjects and citizens, and we T 6 

Freateſt enemies, even thoſe who have burned our bog 

and attempred our lives, to prove any breach of duty pi 

3s in either reſpect; but we do it becauſe it is the rea 

tion. of ,our minds, dictated by reaſon, and enjoined 

"our 7clio700. : in the ſecond place, we chearfully lay fd 

hong ts of aſking any relaxation of the ſevere laws 32 

ps at this time: indeed we cannot help thinking it very} 

*that we. alone ſhould be wholly denied that relief which 

- be in ſome degree granted to our brethren in all otherſf 

„A bis Majeſty's dominions : our claim to ſuch: relief is 00 

 Jounded in juſtice than theirs ; but we are ſenſible that, 

- þdering the preſent flame which is raiſed againſt us, it mh 

_ ilturb the, peace of our country to inſiſt upon it, and ue 
_—F = | acc 
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want alone. we. abſtgin in the preſent circumſtances from | 
ius it, proteſting always to this honourable. Houſe, and 
the world, thet our conſcience acquits us of any offence, 
ern opinions or actions, which can render us deſervin of 
s of Hetreme rigour to which we ſubmit; and chat 
perfectly ready to give the moſt effectual proofs which 
widom,of- the legiſlature can ſuggeſt, of our fidelity to 
Mieſty, and attachment to the conſtitution of our coun- 
: but though we abandon wholly our reſentments, anc 
i dutifolly Tolpend our petitions for thoſe rights of ſub- 
0 which we conceive in all humility that we are intitled, 
duty of ſelf-preſervation will not ſuffer us to renounce 
claim to every ſort of protection; nor will the narrow- 
Jof our private circamſtances, and the juſtice which ſeve- 
of us owe to our unhappy families now utterly ruined; 
nit us to relinquiſh our humble endeavours for compen- 
on for our heavy loſſes from the equity and humanity of 
public: bad the ſevere penal laws been regularly put in 
ution againſt us, had we been legally tried and condemn- 
to ſuffer for ſerving Almighty God as our conſcience 
ſtates, from the profound reſpect we bear to the laws of 
country, we ſhould have borne our hard lot with a 
e already have often done without complaint or mur mur: 
we cannot help thinking it extremely hard to be expoſed 
fury of a lawleſs multitude, without the ſmalleſt pro- 


tion on our parts, and to be ſo cruelly and ove being 


ated by them, without any form of trial, without bei 
rd, examined, and legally condemned. What therefore 
moſt humbly, and with the moſt profound ſubmiſſion, 
bture to requeſt is, that this honourable Houſe, taking out 
e into conſideration, would be graciouſly pleaſed, ii ſuch 

7 means of compenſation to 


$ prop! 


heart chan to demean ourſelves as dutiful ſubjefts and gooll 


Mfr. Burke. 


to the Houſe. He ſhewed the abſurdity of the argum 


tence 3 thoſe Who have never threatened us, without enn 


ment was not dead, but only afeep., At this moment held 
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fon 3 for the fame unprovoked enemies, who have hide 
perſecuted us in fo cruel à manner, far from being (at 
with their-late ſucceſs, have made it a groungl for furtherh 


ting their menaces, have puhliſhed and diſperi a fort of y 
niſeſto, calling upon all orders of people ſtrictly to 
the execution of the moſt ſanguinary laws upon us, dem 
the authority of Parliament to repeal thoſe laws, or any dd 
laws made before the union, threatening the magiſtrates y 
the ſame violence which they have employed againſt your 
Wioners, if they do not cauſe them to be executed, repuid 
ing thoſe · means of baniſhing and putting to death your 
titioneros, as their rights and privileges, and propoſing aſl 
ations againſt buying or ſelling, borrowing or lending, cen 
ving any of the ordinary intercourſe of focicty with thok 


our religion, and threatening to proceed againſt all whof | 
refuſe to join them in thoſe meaſures, as if they were pin 
2nd they have, in their late violent attem inſt ſont 
the moſt reſpectable characters in the eſtabliſned church 1 


Scotland, ſhewn how far they are capable of acting ag 
fuch as diſcover any moderation in their ſentime 
in a word, nothing can be more deplorable, and (without 
effeftual aid of the legiſlature) more hopeleſs, than our lat 
dition. - We humbly preſume, that this our requeſt wil rat 

r neither diſreſpectful nor unreaſonable to this hono et 
and we hope the juſtice and humanity of that reſped 
ble body, whoſe favourite anc nobleſt ative is to bei 
protectors of the injured, and the defenders of the right 
that people whom they repreſent, will be graciouſly ple 
to take us into their protection, who have nothing mon et 


tens; and who, by our loyalty to our prince, and by out om 
nocent and ſubmi behaviour, will make it our config 
endtavour to merit their fayour and approbation. 
Mr. Buri moved that the faid petition be referred tot 
confideration of 'a:committer, . and that they do examine luck 
matter thereof, and report the ſame, as1tfhall ro thi 


wed by the Scotch, in juſtifying their violent condud, 


the ſupineneis of government upon the attacks oliih 
— on the peace and property of his Majeſty's ith! 


pil fubjeQtsin that part of the empire. He hoped that gon 


(criptl 


edgirefly at Lord North, who was aſleep, and faid, i 
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cripture phraſe, © Brother Lazareth is not dead, but ſlerpeth. 

The laugh upon this occaſion was not more loud on one fide 

f the Houſe chan on the other. Even the noble Lord allu- 

ed to on the occaſion ſeemed to enjoy the alluſion as heartily 

the reſt of the Houle, as ſoon as he was ſufficiently awake 

g underſtand the cauſe of the joke. | 

Lord Beauchamp was for granting the requeſt of the peti- Lord Ban- 

10 G : Girdon ſpoke-againſt the expediency of givi 

'Lord George Gordon ſpoke-againſt the expedien ving Lord 

eration the — Cathelies of Scotland, * — that n 

lawed to the ſame ſet in England and Ireland. | 

Mr. Fox ſaid the Roman Catholics of Scotland were not Nr. rat 

ly entitled to compenſation for their loſſes, but that it be- | 

ame the honour and humanity, as well as the dignity of 

Parliament, to repeal the penal laws againſt them, and not 

e deterred by little inſurrections in a ſmall corner of their 

ppire, from doing an act of common juſtice. | _ 
rd North declared, that he thought compenſation ſhould 1.4, wm 

made, and would be moſt ready at any time to give his | 

port to ſuch a meaſure, if he were not decidedly of opinion, 

bat voluntary compenſation was infinitely more eligible than 

bat which was compulſory, He had been well informed, 

hat due recompence was intended to be made by the magi- 

ntes of the diftrits in which the mifchiefs were committed; 

ethought it prudent to defer any further proceeding in the 

uſineſs, till the reſult of their meaſures ſhould be known; 

e therefore thought it beſt to move the previous queſtion. 

be previous queſtion was then put, and carried without a 

_ after which the petition was ordered to lie upon 

le table. + q f | 

Lord North acquainted the Houſe, that he had a meſſage La. wurchs 

om his Majeſty to the Houſe, which he preſented, and 

vas read b Mr. Speaker. r 

GEORGE R. | [24-31 

His Majeſty, having received information from the Earl of 

uckingharaſhire, 4 2 general and general governor 

bis kingdom of Ireland, that the revenues of 3 

we, of late, proved greatly deficient, , and inadequate to the 

poſes for which they were granted; and his Majeſty, moved 

th concern and compaſſion for the. diſtreſſes of his loyal 

thful ſubjects of that kingdom, and being anxious 

bt immediate and effectual relief ſhould be afforded to 

em, thinks it neceſſary to recommend to the confideration 

this Houſe, whether it may not be proper, in the preſent = 

Vor. XI. . circumſtances 


CY 
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circumſtances of Ireland, that the whole charge of the re. 
ments on the Iriſh. eltabliſhment, now ſerving out of thy 


Kingdom, ſhould be paid by Great-Brizain, <a er 

” OY 
Lord Nerth. Lord North moved that his Majeſty's meſſage be referee 
to the conſideration of the committee of ſupply. Agri! 


ta. 


Order of the day for going into a committee on the in. 
| Rehe of ſugars into Irelan 
Sir Geo-ge Sit George Ponce obzeRed to the ſpeaker's leaving the 87 1 
Tenge. ee the bill would produce conſequences no 15 fatal u 
* Tt country, than the total loſs of the us e Ther ie 
578 annually, he ſaid, imported into Great Britain 1 50,,0M** 
gfheads 0 ſugar, valued at 3,759,000l. annually, u 
9800 le imports from the Weſt- Indies were 4, Sco, oool. annys 
ally, and that the trade employed 500 ſhips of 100, coo w 
burden, and 10,000 ſeamen. The duties ariſing from te 
trade were upwards of 400,0col. a year, and this great ſyn, 
he aid, we were daſhing away by the preſent bill; he ch 
jefted to it, and therefore would vote againſt the Tprake 
RG. the chair. 
Mr. S- Mr. $; awbridge was againſt all monopolies of trade, and 
* 1 inte rdictions; he declared there was trade ena 
for TY. nation on earth, if all impolitic reſtrictions un 
repealed ; and aſſerted that no nation norcorporate bedy, u 
e had a right to deprive another of the bench q 
NY; ftures, trade and commerce, 
Mr. Burke- r. Burke declared, that if the mover of the bill meant 
ify it in any degree, he would give his vote againſt gp 
info a committee, for he would not enter into any c 
potion; it was for the intereſt of Great Britain to tum 
pen even the woolen trade to Ireland; and if it was f 
done now voluntarily, the French would ſoon oblige. 
; . 
— " General Conway and Sir Cecil JPray wiſhed for a full 
101 into the e of Ireland, and a mature deliberat 
e means of applying general relief, 
Sir William 8 Wi illiam 1 0 th maintained, that the duties No 
Meredith. "= mation of ſugars, being mortgaged as a ſecu 
00 long fince borrowed, arliament could not i. 
ion Ach as this bill” propoſed, without the ka, Fac 
le 0 ic creditors ; it would be a manifeſt fraud. 
planters 1 in the Weſt- Indies haye laid out great ſums to i 
pro 
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Colonel 
Barre. 


Lord Nerth. Lord North ſaid, that not expecting any ſuch motion, heh 


coffee-houſe readers—in a word, any thing but the md 
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Colonel Barri ſupported Sir Philip Jennings, and decluy 
that the enormous account of the extraordinaries of the an 
for the year 1770, was a moſt alarming circumſtance, uy 
did as materially concern thoſe without the houſe, as tha 
perſons who had a ſcat in Parliament. The noble Lordh 
thought proper to call the people of England, the populate, 


which was the term he doubted not the noble Lord meanty 
have uſed. He begged the noble Lord to conſider, thi 
thoſe people, ſo termed coffee-houſe readers, were the iden 
cal perſons who paid for the extraordinaries of the army, a 
that therefore they were at leaſt entitled to know how thei 
money was expended, The colonel ſaid, that the extraord 
naries of the year 1778, amounted to very near 40l. ama 
throughout the army, and that ſuch an enormous expeng 
was incurred in a year, remarkable for its ill ſuccels; 
year in which nothing had- been done, and in which th 
country had fewer ſoldiers to maintain in America, than f. 
ever had before. The noble Lord had ſaid that the expend 
of the extraordinaries of the army had been larger in 
courſe of the Jate war; he begged to know in what year 


not come down to the Houſe prepared as to the years, but as wel 
as his memory would ſerve him on a ſudden, he ſhould ſy 
poſe the year 1761, or 1762. His Lordſhip mentioned 
vaſt diſtance of the field of action from this country, and ti 
he was under the neceſſity of anſwering the drafts upon hi 
when they came, as a degree of confidence muſt be placed! 
government in thoſe who are entruſted with the care of f 
army. He faid he could not anſwer for the ſpecific applic 
tion of the extraordinaries, but he did not at all doubt ti 
were properly applied. He again objected to printing the el 
mates, but acknowledged that Parliament had a right to kne 
how the public money was expended. | 12 
Colonel Barr urged the impoffibility for gentlemen to 
veſtigate the account of the extraordinaries, properly oe 
the paper on the table; that the account itſelf was written 
thirty-ſix ſheets of paper, and that its contents were extrems 

zzling and extremely intricate, He mentioned, that! 
had himſelf, as he intereſted himſelf more in matters reſpec 
the army than moſt gentlemen, come down to the Houſe « 
Saturday (laſt, the 20th) with a view to obtain a peruſil 
the paper in queſtion, in order to examine it; that he con 
not get a fight of it, the clerks being at that time emploſ 
in making four copies of it for the war-office, That he had,! 

I 


d 
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keved, paid it more attention than the whole treaſury put 
n r, but that he had not yet got throught it, He there- 
gain concluded that it ought to be printed, and that the 
tion could not be objected to on the ground of its tending 
any miſchievous conſequences. 
la Lord Newhaven ſaid, that it was the conſtant parliamentary Lord Ne- 
Ace in Ireland, in all matters of eſtimate and account, en. 
ti print the accounts in queſtion, and when the buſineſs came 
wer Parliamentary debate, for each gentleman to hold the 
len ted paper in his hand, and check it article by article, as it 
examined. - | | 2 
The Secretary at Var and Lord Beauchamp ſaid a few 
10th rds rented al motion, and regarding the amount of the 


n expended laſt year more upon the extraordinaries of the 
ny than / che year before. 
Colonel Barr# took up the Secretary at war reſpecting a miſ- Colonel 
1 th he had made of 200,000. in his declaration of the differ- Barre 
in (> of the extraordinaries of the army in the years 1777 and 

38, obſerving, that if the honourable gentleman had erred 

groſsly in every tranſaction of his office, ſince he had been 

en it, the public were likely to be conſiderable ſufferers by 


Mr. Fox ſaid, the only reaſon which he had heard aſſigned Mr. Far. 
argument, why the motion ought not to be acceded to, 
s, that the requiſition contained in the motion was new 
| upprecedented, Did the noble Lord recolle& that the 
r itſelf was new and unprecedented in its nature, new 
| unprecedented in its conduct, and new and unprecedented 
is conſequences, as far as they had yet appeared? Did 
noble Lord alſo recolle& that his whole conduct in office, 
I that of his colleagues, had been new and unprecedented ? 
be not ſee that the means of putting an end to the war 
alſo be new and unprecedented ? That it muſt be by 
ne new and unprecedented exertion; a degree of yigour 
| ſpirit altogether new ahd unprecedented, that we could 
sure hope to extricate ourſelves from our preſent alarming - 
ten ration? Were theſe times to talk about precedent when 
day's experience ſhewed the neceſſity of our giving up 
that! forms, of our adopting new meaſures, and purſuing a 
of conduct altogether unprecedented ? The noble Lord 
led agreeing to the preſent motion, becauſe the populace 
ui the coffee-houſe readers, for ſo the noble Lord had termed 
ii hole body of the people of England, ought not in the 
e Lord's opinion to know any thing about the immenſe 
had, ount of the extraordinaries of the army in the year 1778, 

4 - a year 


Dec. 21. To do. for do. ſervice — 


| 
| 
| 
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2 in which we bad a leſs army than before, and a ven 
ich it was notorious we had done Jefs; than in any yy 
fince the commencement of the American war. The 5 
le of England, as well as thoſe who had a feat in that Hoy 
— a material intereſt in the motion. They had a right 
more information reſpecting the expence of the army; t 
had a right to more information reſpecting the . of t 
war; they had a right to more information refpeRing then 
nagement of their affairs! It was impoffible for them ee 
have thefr affairs better managed, unleſs enquiries into the 
conduct of miniſters were fairly and fully gone into. Thi, 
the period to begin thoſe enquiries; but as they could not ben 
ſetuted without information, that information ought to 
— and minifters, if they had any ſenſe of ſhame, ſho 
luſh at their repeatedly ſhutting up the avenues to enqu 
and keeping the public in a ſtate of blindneſs, as to their on 
bufineſs, and what moſt immediately concerned their nem 
and deareſt intereſts: 
The Speaker put the queſtion, arid the Houſe divided; 
the motion 104; againſt it 130. 
[The following is an authentic copy of the extraordin 
of the army, mentioned in the preceding debate. ] 


An Account of Extraordinary Services incurred and paid by the Right H 
ourable Richard Rigby, Paymaſter General of his Majeſty's Fore, 
tween the 31/4 January 1778 and the 1/t of February 1779, and 
provided or by Parliament. | — 


Date of warrdiits. 


1778. | | 

Nor. 5. To Thomas Hatfey and Henry Drummond, 
Eſqts. in full of a warrant for 104570l. 5s. 7d. 
to by by them applied and inveſted in the pur- 
chafing Spaniſh and Portugal coins for the 
uſe and ſervice of his Majeſty's forces ſerving 
in North America - h 

Nov. 18. To do. for do. ſervice / 8 

Dec. 1. To do. for do. ſervice 


* 


rr 2882. 


— 
ca 


Dec. 28. To do. for do. ſervice R 


1779. 
Jan. 4. To do. for do. ſervice 8 


To do. for do ſervice 5 - 
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50 nes and Richard Atkinſon, Eſqrs. for 
ſions deliyered into his Majeſty's ſtores 

at e, for the uſe of the 6 berring! in 

North America 

| 30. To do. upon account 

To do. for proyifions delivered at t Quebec 

4 To do. far do. delivered into the ftore- 

houſes, at Montreal and Quebec, for the uſe 

of the forces ſerving in Canada 


1. To John Henaiker, William Mills, Will. 


account of their execation of the contract for 
delivering proviſions: at Corke for the uſe of 
the forces lerving in America 
2. Do. for do. ſervice - 
15. Meſſ. Wombwell, Henniker and Devaynes 
upon account 
18. Do. for proviſions delivered in ſtore at Corks 
24, Do. for do. ſervice - 
Do. for do. fervice - - 
8, Do. for do. ſervice - - 
. 20. Do. for do. ſervice — 
4 To Sir Geo. Wombwell, bart. John Henniker, 
and William Devaynes, Efqrs. upon account 
Do. for proviſions delivered in ſtore at Corke 
Do. for do. ſervice 
Do. for do, ſervice 
17. Do. for do, ſervice —— 
, 21, Do. for do. ſervice — 
19. To J. Amyand, Eſq; for proviſions delivenad 
in ſtore at Corke, for the uſe of the forces 
lerving in North America 
£24. Do, for do. ſervice — — 
.16, To John Durand, Eſq; on account of his 
contract for delivering proviſions intohis Ma- 
jeſty's ſtores at Corke, for the uſe of the 
hn ſerving in North America 
for proviſions delivered in ſtore at Corke 
15 Do. upon account 
19. Do. for proviſions delivered in ſtore at Corke 
. Do. for do ſer vice — — 


„„ - - 


—_ 
— 


n . ToSir Will. ames, Bart. Abel Smith, Will. 


21, Do. for proviſions delivered in ſtore at Corke 1 
Devaynes, and George Wombwell, Eiqrs. on 


30090 


© 


13709 17 


Lo „ 
8G O AS OO on 


LM, 


- 3250-15 72 
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1778, 
Sept. 10. Do. for do. ſervice ——— Ks 
Do. for do. ſervice reds 
Dec. 4. Do. upon account — 


Do. for proviſions delivered in ſtore at Corke 

Do. for do, ſervice - 

May 2. To R. Mayne, Eſq; for proviſions delivered 

into his Majeſty's ſtores at Corke, for the uſe 

of the forces ſerving under General Howe, in 

America | 
May 15. Do. upon account 

une 19. Do. for proviſions delivered in ſtore at Corke 

Jay 30. Do. for do. ſervice 

Aug. 20. Do. for do. ſervice 
Dec. 4. Do. upon account 
Do. for proviſions delivered in ſtore at Corke 

May 2. Anthony Bacon, Eſq; for proviſions deliver- 


——  —__ 


— mm——— 


— 
a — - 
— — — 


ed into ſtore-houſes at Corke, for the uſe of 


the forces ſerving under General Howe, in 
America 
May 15. Do. upon aun 
uly 17. Do. for proviſions delivered in ſtore at Corke 
Ja? 19. To Anthony Bacon, Eſq, for proviſions 
delivered into ſtore-houſes at Corke, for the uſe 
of the forces ſerving under General Howe, in 
America 
uly 30. To do. for do. ſervice 
pt. 10. To do. for do. ſervice 
Sept. 18. To do. for do. ſervice 
Dec. 4. To do. upon account 
Dec. 9. To do. for proviſions delivered in ſtore at Corke 
March 23. To Arnold Neſbitt Drummond and Moſes 
Franks, Eſqs. on account of proviſions de- 
livered in ſtore at Corke 
May 15. To do. upon account 
May 20. Todo. for proviſions delivered in ſtore at Corke 
June 18. Todo. for do. ſervice — ]_ 
July 1. To do. for do. ſervice 
uly 17. To do. for do. ſervice 
ly 30. To do. for do. ſervice — 
Auguſt 20. To do. for do. ſervice 
Sept. 10. To do. for do. ſervice 
Dec. 4. To do. upon account 
To do. for proviſions delivered in ſtore at Corke 


To do. for do. ſervice 


* 


— —— 


— — 
— — 
— — 


— 


— — 


4 
3085 4 
5189 1} 
7837 11 
7350 0 
4703 151 


3938 1] 


12,000 0 


4782 1) 


27,451 U 


1137 1 
2048 ! 


12,689 10 


5838 0 


12,646 19 
13,700 , 


5784 9 
18 
| 


. 8 ' 
1 C 18. To do. fer do. ſervice. — 
13 cc. 21. To do. for do. ſervice 


lurch 4. To do. in part, for victualling ſome of the 
forces in North America, being priſoners a- 
mongſt the rebels in the province of Penſylvania 
and Virginia, from 26th March. 1776, to 4th 
November 1777 —— 


[arch 23. To do. in full for do. ſervice, from do. 


to do. — ; 
t. 10, Do. upon account for victualling part of the 


Virginia, between Sch January 1977 and 24th 
April 1778 — 
[ach 16. To Richard Vernon Sadleir, Eſq. for 
proviſions iſſued to the forces at Halifax and 
| in Nova Scotia, between 16th September and 

\ 13th October 1177 = 
ni 10. Do. for proviſions iſſued at do. between 

11th November 1777 and 5th January 1778 

incluſive — 

ine 18, To Richard Vernon Sadleir, Eſq, for pro- 

viſions iſſued to the forces at Halifax and in 

Nova Scotia, between 6th January and 2d 

March 1778 | 

ly 21, To ditto for proviſions iſſued to the forces 
at Halifax and adjacent commands, commen- 
cing 24th June and ending 21ſt July 1777, 
and alſo the 3d March, and 27th April 1778 
incluſive — 

9. To do. for proviſions iſſued to the forces in 
Halifax and Nova Scotia, between 28th April 
and 19th Auguſt 1778, both incluſive — 

1 8. To John Stephenſon, Eſq. for provifions. 
iſſued in the garriſon, of Placentia in New- 
—_— between 1ſt October 1776 and 

1 30t ber 1977 — 

To do. — 2 to the at Ha- 

lifax, between 16th July and-gth September 


1777 2 ** 6 
ch 18. To do. for provifions iſſued at Halifax and 


agth November 1777 inclufiye, and for pro- 
Vor. XI 3 b 


* 


126116 9 


I 

0 

2 forces being priſoners amongſt the rebels in 
j the province of Pelſylvania, Maryland and 
0 
0 
9 


8000 © 2 


499 7 4 


984 19 

980 10 7 
75437 2 11 

136 2 a 


161 © 3 


3.66 9 6. 


adjacent commands, between 8th October ang 


viſions 
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| . (8: 
viſions iſſued in the garriſon at St. John's g 
Newfoundland, between goth September and 
| November 1777 — 2,215 19 | 
do. for do. iſſued to the troops at Halifax, 
between 25th November and goth December 
1777 
May 2. To do. for do, iſſued to the troops at Fort- 
Cumberland at Halifax, between 24th July 
1777 and 26th December following — $74 51 
June 9. To do. for do. iſſued to the troops at Hali- 
fax, between ziſt December 1777 and 24th | 
February 1778, both inclutive — 2,717 18 1 
June 24. To do. for do. iſſued to the troops at do. to 
24th March 1778, and for do. delivered at 
Placentia, between 20th September 1776 and 
| 25th March following — 220 103 
July 21. To do. for do. iſſued to the troops at Hali- 
. fax and adjacent commands in Nova Scotia, 
commencing · 18th June 1777 and ending 21ſt 
April — ah 1 
| . To John Stephenſon and John Blackburn, 
Nr 7 ” way of advance — their contract 
for victualling Nova Scotia — 17,500 0 
December 4. To do. for proviſions iſſued to the 
troops at Halifax and adjacent commands in 
Nova Scotia, between 20th December 1777 
5 and 8th September 1778 inclufive 
Dec. 4. To John Stephenſon and John Blackburn, 
| Efqrs. for proviſions iſſued to the forces at St. 
John's, Newfoundland, commencing 12th 
Auguſt and ending 3oth September 1777 in- 
— — — 671 18 
Dec. 9. Do. for do. iſſued at Placentia and St. John's 
Newfoundland, between 7th Auguſt 1778 
and 28th October following, alſo for a quan- 
tity of flour condemned at Placentia, having 
1 remained in ſtore upwards of ſix months — 583 © 
Dec. 21. Do. upon account 10,000 0 | 
March 18. To John Stephenſon and John Blackburn, 
- Efqrs. for proviſions iſſued to the forces in 
Weſt- Florida, between 24th February and 
24th April 177%, and for proviſions damaged 
and condemned at Mobile — 1321 7 5 


3,593 9 | 
ay 


| 9,785 I7 5 


11,347 0 


larc 


ne 


DET ATE. 


. 
„ | | 


April and 24th June 1777 — 
Do. for victualling the forces in do. between 
25th June and 24th Auguſt 1777 
Do. for victualling the forces in do. between 
2 Sh Avgait and 24th October 1777 
ay 2. Do. for a loſs ſuſtained by iſſuing the ar- 
ticle of butter at Penſacola, between 25th 
June 1775 and 24th June 1777, for victual- 
ling the civil branch of ordnance, between iſt 
April and 3oth September 1777, and for pro- 
viſions condemned at Penſacola in September 
jly 30. Do. for provifions iſſued to the forces at 
Penſacola, between 25th December 1776 and 
ziſt December 1777 
veuſt 7. Do. on account 
Do. to complete their advance 
Do. for proviſions iſſued to Elias Durnford and 
five men belonging to his boat and artificers 


9 | 


June 1776 and 13th Auguſt 1777, for provi- 
ſions iſſued to the forces in Weſt- Florida, be- 
tween 25th December 1777 and 23d Febru- 
ary 1778, and for provifions condemned by 
ng keeping 
b. 25, To Kender Maſon, Eſq. ſurviving con- 
tractor for victualling the forces in Eaſt-Flo- 
rida upon account 
larch 4. Do. upon account 
% 11, To Kender Maſon, 
iſſued to the forces in the garriſon of St. Au- 
5 to the 24th of June 1777; for provi- 
ions iſſued to the ſaid forces from the 24th of 
Auguſt to the 24th December 1777 ; for pro- 
viſions iſſued to the out poſts dependent on 
the ſaid garriſon, between ſaid time and for 
four days ſupply due as per report of the 6th 
of December 1777 
ne 3. To do. for proviſions iſſued to the forces in 
the garriſon of St. Auguſtine, between the 
25th of December 1777, and the 23d of Fe- 
bruary 1778; for proviſions iſſued to the 


B b 2 


* | | 
Do. for victualling the forces in do. between 25th 


victualled under his direction, between iſt 


Eſq. for proviſions 


out poſts, dependent on the ſaid garriſon, be- | 


1236 18 
1268 11 


1477 11 


892 9 


1696 14 
2625 © 
2625 © 


2131 12 


1815 
2000 


© & 


5538 


0 0w 


© 10 


tween 


as PARLIAMENTARY A. ty 
1798. 4. % <6 


tween the ſaid time, and for proviſions fur- 
niſhed for three days beyond the 29th of Febru- 

oy Se ap the, time of expiration of contract 2174 12 ( 
July go. To do. upon account 15000 0 


. To do. for expences in landing proviſions 
1 at St. Auguſtine in September 1778 147 86 
1 7 . ; 


urch 16 To John Durand, Eſq, on account of his 
contract for victualling the ceded iſlands 13000 9 
Do. for two years allowance for freight of pro- 
viſions to the ceded iſlands 2000 0 
June 19. Do, in part of 78077. 25. 2d. for victu- 
alling the ceded iſlands between the 1ſt of 


OR, 1777, and 10th January, 1778 7000 0 

Do. in part of 10790. 155. 8d. for do. ſervice 1000 o .. 

Dec. 4 Do. for two years freight of proviſions in the / 

ceded iſlands, to the 1it of Oct. 1778 | 1000 000 
628609 19 | 


Towards the expences of provi- 

fions delivered to the forces 

ſerving in North America, 

Nova Scotia and Newfound- 

land, &c. apply the ſum 

voted upon eftimate, 1778, \ 

for that ſervice 66817 16 3 
Towards the expence of provi- 

ſions delivered to the forces 

ſerving in the ceded iſlands, 

apply the ſum voted upon do. 17684 5 © 
Towards the expence of pro- | 

viſions delivered to the fo- 

reign troops ſerving in North 

America, apply the ſum 

voted upon do, | 47160 13 3 

Alſo the ſum ſtopped for pro- 

viſions delivered to the ſaid 

forces between the 25th of 

June, 1777, and the 24th of | 

June, 1778 155952 1 41 


— — — 287614 15 * 
I 
fe 


— 
2 


mJ ef ne] re 


| a—_— wi. 40% +. ai.. 


: | 24340995 
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E. To Meſſrs, Mure, fon and Atkinſon, for the 
5th payment of freight to ſundry ſhips em- 
ployed in carrying proviſions and ſtores to 
America, for the uſe of the forces there 

To do. for the 6th payment of do. to do. 

To do. for the 7th payment of do. to. do. 

Todo. for the final payment of do. to do. 

b. 26. To do. for the final payment of do. to do. 

1 6, To do. for the 4th payment of freight to 
fundry proviſion tranſports 

To do. for the 5th payment of do. to do. 

To do. for the 6th payment of do. to do, 

To do. for the final payment of do. to de. 

h2g. To do. for do. ſervice 

ril 2. To do. for the 4th payment of do. to do. 

Todo, for the 6th payment of do. to do. 

To do. for the = payment of do to do. 

To do. for the final payment of do. to do, 

pril 15, To do, for do. ſervice 
To Meſſrs. Dunlop and Wilſon for the freight 

of the ſloop F incaſtle, employed in Virginiafrom 

the zoth of July 1776, to the 14th of June 


I 
ri] who Meſſrs. Mure, ſon and Atkinſon, for the 
6th payment of freight to ſundry ſhips em- 
ployed in carrying proviſions and ſtores to Ame- 
rica, for the uſe of the forces there 
To do, for the th payment of do. to do. 
y 21, To do, for the final paymant of do. to do. 
y 28, To do. for three months advanced freight to 
ſundry victuallers and ftore ſhips 
ie 13. To do. for the 6th payment of freight to ſun- 
dry ſhips employed in carrying proviſions and 
ſtores to America, for the uſe of the forces there 
To do, for the 6 payment of do. to do. 
To do. for the 8th payment of do. to do. 
To do. for the final payment of do. to do. 
ne 25, To do, for do, ſervice | 
8. To do. for the th payment of do. to do, 
To do, for the 6th payment of do. to do. 
To do, for the 5th payment of do. to do. 
To do. for the final payment of do. to do. 
o do. for two months advanced freight to ſun- 
dry ſhips employed in carrying oats to North 
America, for the ſervice of the army there 


E 
31 
ft 


11470 15 
2403 o 
4910 11 


40167 7 1 


2585 14 
1125 7 


— * 
16139 
4386 1 
1901 17 
1283 19 
7168 5 


4344 12 
314 4 


9 
: 


wawwuwrnOow 2 + 


m by + 


3 
7 
0 
8 
0 
4 
I 
6 
4 . 
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Aug. 7. To Meſſrs. Mure, fon and Atkinſon, for two 
months advance freight to ſundry ſhips em- 
proyed in carrying ftores and proviſions to 

North America, for the ſervice of the army 
there 
Do. for the 5th payment of freight to ſundry 
proviſion tranſports 
Do. for the 7th payment of do. to do. 
Do. for the $th payment of do. to do, 

Aug. 31. Do. for two months advanced freight to 
ſundry proviſion tranſports employed in car- 
rying proviſions and oats to America 

Do. for the final payment of freight to ſundry 
do. employed in do. ſervice | 

Sep. 2. No. for the th payment of freight to ſundry 
proviſion tranſports 

Do. for the 8th payment of do. to do. 

Sep. 10. Do. for two months advanced freight to 
ſundry do. employed in carrying proviſions 
and oats to America 

OR. 21. Do, for do. ſervice 

Do. for the 7th payment of do. to do. 
Do. for the 8th payment of do. to do. 
Do. for the gth payment of do. to do. 

Nov. 5. Do. for the 6th payment of do. to do.. 

Do for the th payment of do. to do. 

Do. for'the 8th payment of do. to do. 
Nov. 18. Do. for advanced freight to ſundry ſhips 

Do. for the final payment of freight to the ſhip 

Prince of Wales #6 

Dec. 18. Do. for two months advanced freight to 

ſundry ſhips h 
Do. for the 6th payment of freight to ſundry do. 
Do. for the 8th payment of do. to do. 1 
Do. for the gth payment of do. to do. 
Do. for tne final payment of do. to do. 


— — — 


— — — 


— — 


1777: | 
Jan. 12. Do. for freight of ſundry do. 
Do. for do. Pd 


1233 19 | 


11652 3 


4561 3 
1518 131 


1 


2154 12 16 


1531 
3048 16 | 


833 114 


1780 14 | 
4088 19 


6196 11 6 
2403 © ; 


5774 10 
2627 4 
1875 4} 
1125 7 
456 15 0 
4386 1 | 
1901 17 | 


Ne 


4 507 16 4 
1172 121 
1554 34 


1531 7 
345 16 | 


833 11 


52. 


246,746 9 


T 
Il 


p 24. To Meſſrs. Mure, fon, & Atkinſon, for the 
armament of tranſports, employed in . 

proviſions to America, and for proviſions an 

accommodations on board them 

g. 7. Do. for do. ſervice — 

o. for do. ſeryice a 

g. 21. Do. for do. ſervice cm 


Do. for do. ſervice 


Of Do. fer do. ſervice 


the value of ſundry ſhips taken in conveying 

roviſions to America - 

ril 28. To Peter Perchard, merchant, for the hire 

of the ſnow Friends at Quebec, from 2oth 

June 1777, to 75th Oct. following 

J 15. To Rich. Littleworth, for the detention of 

the ſhip Gen. Thomas, from 11th Nov. 1775, 

to 14th May 1776 - 

ne 5. To Will. Grichie, for expences of the Lady 

William, ſchooner, employed in South Caro- 

lina in the year 1775 - 

ne 13. To John Ingram, merchant, for John Good- 
rick and Co. for the hire of the Fanny ſchon- 
ner in Virginia, from 22d Dec. 1775, to zoth 
May 1776, and for the hire of the {loop Lord 
Howe in do. from 13th Feb. 1776, to 16th 
April following - 

To do, for the value of the Fanny ſchooner, 
— by the rebels in Virginia on goth May 
17 — 

Ie 25. To Meſſrs. Mure, ſon and Atkinſon, for 

the value of the ſhip Elizabeth taken by the 


rebels 


A2 -J ww or — - CS 
3 <<” — — keimen 


for the hire of the brigantine Rebecca, from 
2d Jan. 1776, to 4th Aug. following 
To Mefirs. Robinſon and Bowman, for the hire 
I and value of the {loops Betſy and Liberty em- 
ployed in Virginia — 
4 


8635.16 8 
2359 12 6 
1345 4 0 
9958 5 10 
7797 12 7 


10999 1 3 


8, 
{ 26. To Meſſrs. Mure, ſon and Atkinſon, for 


2. To Meſſrs, Abram Lopez Fernandez and Co. | 


41095 12 10 
6906 17 6 
408 9 8 


460 4 8 


794 18 7 
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8. To Meſſrs. Gervaice and Sebatier, for the 

detention of the brigantine Lovely Kitty at 

Quebec, from 3oth Nov. 1775, to 14th May 
17 | . — 

Fly 31. To. Meſſrs. Allen, Marlar and Co. in full, 

| for the hire of the fhip Lord Dunlace, em- 


7 
July 


ployed in Virginia, from 12th May 1776, to 


Nov. following 
Aug. 7. To Meſſrs. Mure, ſon and Atkinſon, for the 
vatue of the ſhip Mary and Francis, which 
was burnt by a rebel privateer on the coaſt of 
Nova Scotia —— — 
To Henry Gouch, for the value of the brigan- 
tine John and Elizabeth, deſtroyed by the re- 
bels at the ſiege of Quebec in the month of 
Dec. 1 1 5 — — 
Avg. 13. To Meffrs. John Merteux and Co. for the 
uſe of Hector M<Alifton and Lr Robert- 
ſon, for the hire of the ſloop John, employed 
and burnt in Virginia on 16th May, 1776 
Nov. 5. To Mefirs. Mure, ſon and Atkinſon, for the 
value of the ſhip North Star, employed in 
carrying oats orth America, which has 
been taken by the rebels — 
Nov. 19. To do. for the value of the ſhip Nancy, 
taken by do. whilſt — x” ap in do. ſervice 
To Thomas Burfoot, Eſq. for nine days deten- 
tion of the ſhip Helle pont at New Vork 


May a8. To John Nutt, merchant, for 18 barrels of 


rice, taken or deſtroyed at Savarina in Geor- - 


gia — 


June 13. To Meffrs. Mure, fon and Atkinſon, for 
.the time and maintenance of extra ſeamen put 
on board ſundry ſhips, employed in carrying 
proviſions and for thẽè uſe of the forces 
in North America — 
ne 25. To do. for do. ſervice — 
— 8. To do. for do ſervict — 


265 0 


101; * 


1522 10 


54 0 1 

f 

20712 11 Wl. 1 
\ 

FT 

8% il *; 
\ 

I, 

H 

4279 6 f. 
5320 4 1 


1779. ARI 


. 
8 24. To do. for do. ſervice 


vg. 7. Lo do. for do, ſervice 
vp. 31. To do. for do. ſervice | 


& 21, To do. for do. ſervice ACT 


or, 5. To do. for do. ſervice 
ov. 30. To do. for do. ſervice 
c. 18. Do. for do. ſervice 


% 12. Do. for do. ſervice 


;. 
. 19. To Meſſrs, Mure, ſon and Atkinſon, for a 
quantity of rum delivered in America 
ne 24. To John Blackburn, Eſq. for 10129 gallons 
of Antigua rum, for the uſe of the forces in 
do. 
pt. 28. To Meſſrs. Mure, ſon and Atkinſon, in 
part of payment for 233434 gallons of rum 
delivered for the uſe of the forces in do. 


ar, 27, To Arnold Neſbit, Adam Drummond, and 

Moſes Franks, Efq. in diſcharge of a balance 

due to them for oats and ſplit peas ſhipped for 

Boſton for the uſe of the army in America 

1. 31, To Anthony Bacon, Eſq. for ſundry car- 

goes of coals ſhipped for North America for 

dhe uſe of the forces there 
15. To Thomas Harley, Eſq. for blankets and 
watch-coats provided for the ſervice of the 

forces in North America 

il 30, To John Trotter, Eſq. for hoſpital bed- 

ding _ divers utenſils for the forces at Ne- 
or 


Halifax 
To Edward Lewis, Eſq, for a balance due to 
him for remitting money to the forces in Weſt 
Florida, from 25th Aug. 1775, to 24th Dec, 


177 — 


[ 21. To Meſfrs. Mure, ſon and Atkinſon, mer- 
vL XI. Cc 


10 


43198 11 
60000 o © 
1519 7 © 


41500 0 


51. Do. for do, for the uſe of the hoſpital at 


0 
103019 7 o 


1926 17 6 
3844 17 8 
9662 12 3 
as 8 10 


1322 11 0 


764 8 © 
chants, 
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— 


#7 78: | | | | fe 8, 
i: © Chants, for damages and coſts recovered a- rY 


— 


©7 IT gainſt them for demurrage of the ſhip Earl 
& Suffolk -þ — _ 2627 1 
May 210 To Meſſrs Adair and Bullock, to be paid 
: +1 Over to the wives or attornies of ſundry artifi- 
: © cer employed -in Canada for 3 months from | 
0 rat March Iaft-— — - — 104 15 
May 28. To Anthony Bacon, Eſq. for coals ſent to 4 
„America for the ſerviee of the troops there 5103 5 
e der for do. ſervice 2888 19 
June 1 3; To do. for do. ſervice 1855 12 1 
e de, for do. ſervice 745 . 
June 3. To Mefirs. Adair and Bullock, to be paid 7 
der to the wives or attornies of ſundry arcif- 7 
cers employed in Canada for 3 months, from 
roth June, 1775 — 104 1; | 
June 254 To Anthony Bacon, Eſq. for coals ſent to 
America for the uſe of the troops there 3965 101 
July 8. To Meflts, Mute, fon and Atkinfon, for q 
vinegar ſent to America for the uſe of the . 
troops there | 2099 0 * 
July 23. To Sir Henry Clinton, for an equipage, as 
commander in chief in America - . 1000 0 .. 
July 24. To Anthony Bacon, Eſq. for coals fent to 8 
America for the uſe of the troops there | 559 18 ( * 
To John Graham, 75 for ſo much advanced 
by him for pay and ſubſiſtence of a troop of | 
rangers in the province of Georgia in the year * 
1798 3G: ot en. 579 18 tl 
Aug. 31. To Robert Gilmour, for the value of a 70 
printing preſs taken for the fervice of govern- fc 
ment at New- Cork ' 647 31 ye 
To Meſſrs. Mure, ſon and Atkinſon, for oats 5.1] 
ſent to America for the uſe of the forces there 7925 $5 2 
Sept. 2. Do. for do. ſervice — 940. 
832. 21. Do. for do. ſervice — 13871 11 for 
. 9. To Francis Legge, Eſq. governor of Nova * 
Scotia, to re-imburſe him ſundry expences in- Do. 
cuVrred in that province .  —— 284 3 MT: 
OR. 21. To Meſſrs, Mute, ſon and Atkinſon, for ney 
. cannon and ſtores ſhipped for Corke, to be Toth 
employed in compleating the armament of yic- for 


tüallers there ——— 2855 Ul, 
1 


11 


, 
& +» 


C. 


ta 


| 7 To Robert Adair, Eſq. being 
his contingent difburſements for the ſick of the 


D Sr ES 7.4 


1. 27. To ISA ls, Eſq. for coals ſent to 6 


America for the troops there 


24. To Sir Gay Carleton for an e. as 


major-general i in Canada — 
1. Jo Col, Harry Gordon, for balance of bis 


account as engineer in North America 


[ 5 TA 


in North America to June 1777 


u. To 


boats ſent to-Ameriea fer the forces there 


Do, for candles ſent to do. 


. 


Do. for gun- powder, ſhot and 1 ſhipped: for 


8. 


. 31. Do. for do ſetvice 3-3 
9. Do. for do; ſervice 


Canada, to be there applied for the armament 
of ſhips 


\ 9315 —Kkw___u_ 


ITY w "1 N 


a » 


15. To William Knox, Eſq. for — Py 2 


ſents for Indians bordering on the colonies in 
North America | 


8 % 


zi. To the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, ig 8 


money for 1067 recraits furniſhed by him in 
the y-ar 1777 


To the Hereditary "ak of Helle Caſſel, in full 


for ditto for 101 recruits furniſhed by him do. 
ear 


5. Do. to complete r for 68 additio- 


nal chaſſeurs in the year 1777 

24. To the Prince f Waldeck, for levy- money 
for 88 recruits to the regiment of Waldeck in 
the year 1777 
0. for do. for 1.39 do. to do. in the year 1778 

Tothe Landgrave of Heſſe Caffe], for tevy-mo- 
ney for 270 reeruits for hi- troops 

To the Hereditary Prince of Heffe Caſſel, for do. 
for 224 do. for the Hanau troops 


Cc 2 


the balance of | 


Meſſrs. Mure, ſon and Atkinſon, for 


195 
Le 5. . ; 
3600 OOo 


977 4 


mu 75 07 1. 
3896 4 27 ( 


| "8739-78 8 


1 


1485 49 


2 — 
38915 11 24 
— — 


14767 0 4 
6975 0 0 


7 3 
14 x 
1 


940 T 875 


1617 0 1 | 
— 
9610 14 „ 

1778. 


635 
.. 
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Fab. 9 fo & &. 0 
To bills of exchange drawn | 
Sir Guy Carleton for pu- 
th ic ſervices - 8441 5 © 
June 25. Do. for do. ſevvice 175 © © t, 
OR. 12. Do. for do. ſervice 10300 © © 
; OR. 12. To bills of exchange 
drawn by Fred. Haldimand, ; 
| Eſq. * public ſervices 1000 0 © 
n Do. for do. ſervice 241 1.11 - 
1778. — 1241 11 
June 25. To bills of exchan 
| drawn by Philip Calbeck, 
Efq. for public — , 2740 10 0 | 
1779. 1 b. 
Jan. 18. Do. for do. ſervice 400 © © - 
1778. — 3140 10 
Gs To bills of exchange drawn N c N 
by Patrick Tonyn, _ for a 
public ſervices - 3000 © © 1 
779. — — 8 
8 18. Do. for do, ſervice 8523 8 7 0 
1 — 
Fab. 9. To bills of exchange drawn 
by William Tryon, Eſa. for ne: 
public ſervices 3000 0 0 a, 1 
June 25. Do. for do, ſervice 3000 © o 79. 
OR. 12. Do. for do. ſeryice 1000 © o 
. 8 for do. ſervice A © oO 


Nb. „ To bills of — drawn 
by Robert Gordon, 


public ſervices 2000 © o 

55 — Do. for do ſervice Food 0 o 

&. 12. Do. for do. ſervice 3000 © o 
ö 8 18, Do. for do. ſervice | 4000 oO 0 a 2 
7778. 2 
Feb. 9. To bills of exchange drawn ly 2. 
by William Faucitt, Eſq, for | 79. 
public ſervices 500 0 © . 25 


June 25. Do. for do. ſervice 7346 12 © 


* 


1779. D E. B A . T- E 8. . 


* 


1442 14 


50 5 


179 8 2 r 
9. To bills of n e dran ; 
Andrew Rainsford {q. for 
public ſervices 679 4 © 
Hp; Do. for do. ſervice 100 0 © 
: 18. Do, for Pay ien 663 10 5 
. 
. 9. To bills of wan, Bly. for 
by John Stewart, Eſq. for 
Hulle ſervices ' 15974 14 10 
ne 25, Do. for do. ſervice 1711411 74 
1188. 12. Do. for do. ſervice 12070 18 5 
11. Do. for do. ſervice 18076 3 4 
2 GY 
b. 9. To bills of exchange 6 dran 
by Joſiah Martin, for * 
0 -public ſervices 1007 7 o 
f, 12. Do. for do. ſervice 1200 © 0 
i. 18. Do. for do. ſervice . 700 © © 
3 4 ”» . _— — 
1 To bills of exchange drawn 
1 by Peter Cheſter, Eſq: for pu- 
blic ſervices 250 © © 
Ine 25, Do. for do. ſervice 1722 7 . 
12. Do. for do. ſervice- 1949 18 © 
n, 18. Do. for do. farvice 1250 © © 


1h 
d. 12, To a bill of exchange drawn by Ann. 
6 Browne, Eſq. for public ſervices 

7 

a, 31. To Lord William Camp- 

bell, to enable him to pay 

bills of exehange drawn by wy - 
St. Auguſtine for public ſer- C. 7. G. 


vices 290 10 4 
21. Do. for do. ſervice 234 3 
o Neeiz. Do. for do. ſervice 406 2 6 
ly 24. Do. for do, ſervice 1176 2 6 


19 
. 27. To Geo. Ramus, gent. to 


pay bills of exchange drawn 
12 


5172 
650 0 0 
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Jus * d, = 

on the late Lord William. ... 4. 49 2 25 i | 4 

Campbell 201 506. 6 0 0 

1775. — 2573 9 

July 8. To Captain 38 Meſſrs. Clacke, to ſa. x 

tisfy bills of exchange drawn by General Mur- 

ray for public ſervices at Minorca 2528 0 ; 
Aug. 5. To Robert Knox, EI. to pay bills of ex- 
change drawn on him for the ſibitence of a 

corps of rangers in the province of Eaſt Florida 2365 «5 q 


Do. to pay do. dravun rw — of f refugees 
in the ſaid ines, — 31197 0 


Feb. 26. To bills of exchange drawn by 8 El- 
lot, governor of — for public ſervices 


there — un. 1769 18 3 
Aug. 12. Do. for do. ſervice | — 13118 3 
| 3081 6 1 
Feb. g. To bills of exchange drawn di e 
by Lard Macartne _— K. -<& 
= 'blic ſervices 2c00. ©0.:0 
June 25. Do. for do. ſervice 2850 9:0 
| ww 12. Do. for do. ice, 2900 O ©» 
4a 18. Do. for Ates | 5550 0 0 11 
1778. | — — 9 
Feb. 9. To bills of exchange drawn 1 ob 10 0 # 
„ buy Thomas Shirley, Elq.. for 
public ſervices | 40 00 
June 25. Do. for do. ſervice 1281 10 a" | 
Oct. +4 Do. for do. ſervice 4368 © oO J 
* . ? 1. N 
.. Do. for do. ſervice 5500 15 10 
1778. — — 1355⁵ 5 10 
25. To bills of exchange drawn —_ 
by John Dalling, = for pu- 
| blic ſervices 1049 18 14 
OR. 12. Do. for do. ſervice 1000 0 © 


7 5 
Jan. 18. Do. for do. ſervice 633 16 3 


179. D. E/B A T E &. 


- blic fervices 101) 7c bake 
une 25. To do, drawn by Edward Hay, Eſq. for 


public ſervices -—-- nunc e000 
14. 12. To do. drawn by James Murray, Eſq. for 
-public ſervices — — 


blic ſervices — 


1 58 To do. drawn by John Clarke, Efq. for pu- 


blic ſervices - — 


"8. | N 
. 18. To Zachary Philip Fonnereau, Eſq. and Sir 
-- Merrick Burrell, Bart. for victualling the 
forces in the garriſon of Gibraltar, between 
Ith July, 1777, and 26th OR. following, in- 
cluſive — | OT 
lar. 4. Do. for inſurance on proviſions iſſued to the 
garriſon of Gibraltar between zoth Sept. 1776, 
and 28th Sept. 1777, inclufive L 
ar, 46, Do, for victualling the forces in do. be- 
tween 27th OR, and 21ſt Dec. 1979, in- 
cluſive — — 
a, 27. Do. upon account — 
29. Do. for victualling the forces in do. be- 
tween 22d Dec. 1777, and 15th Feb. 1778 


21142 


i6th Feb. and 15th Mar. 1778, incluſive 

ne 24, Do. for victualling the forces in do. be- 

tween 10th Mar, and 12th Apr. 1778 

ly 21. Do. for victualling the forces in do. between 
2a Apr. and 10:h May, 1778, both inclu- 
ve — — 

oV. 5. To the repreſentatives of Z. P. Fonnereau, 

Eſq. and Sir M. Burrell, Bart. for victualling 

the forces in do. between 11th May and gth 

July, 1778, incluſive | 


Gov. Elliot, for freſh proviſions for Gibraltar 
28. Do. for do. ſervice - "TS 
—_ EP $3 wy 4 - x iy; | : 

Feb.” 15. De. for do. ſervice — — 


1 989 Fg Ro -> 
＋⁵—ʒ2—ͤ 2 „ 8 
7 


F 


Kal | 
1 9. To do. draw by Daniel Claus, Eſq. for pu- 


To do. drawn by John Arbuthnot, Eff. for pu- 


ne 3. Do. for victualling the forces in do. between 


31. Do. for bills rawp on then by order of 


904 2 2 


2993 19 
820 9 


2 


O 


67 


39143 4 11 


8800 0 ur 


f 


9 
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(Lag To Sir George Wombwell 2 d 

7. To Sir om „Bart. in advante 
| * . his contract for victualling Gibraltar 


177 | Tet 
. g. Ditto upon account 


Towards the expence of provi- 
fions delivered to the Britiſh 
. regiments at Gibraltar, apply 


the ſum voted upon eſtimate . . d. 

1778, for that ſervice 11680 © © 
- Alſo the ſum voted upon efti- 
mate,” 1778, for the foreign 

a troops in that garriſon 9364 17 1 


1778. 
| Ny 5. To Samuel. Smith, Eſq. to re- imburſe Mr. 
Joſeph Wall the like ſum expended by him 
for the payment of the troops at Senegambia 
To do. for victualling the forces in * 22 
between iſt July, 1776, and 7th April, 1777 
Dec. 1. Do. for victualling the forces in do. 
Dec. 18. Do. for victualling the forces in do. be- 
tween Iſt July and 3oth Sept. 1777, inclufive 


Towards the expence of proviſions delivered to 
the corps in Africa, apply the ſum voted 
upon eftimate, 1778, for that ſervice 


1778. , 
2 14. To Thomas Harley, Eſq. on account, for 


proviſions. ſent for the ſupply of the garriſon 
of Minorca - 
May 20. Do. for do. ſervice 
ne 3. Do. for do. ſervice 
uly 13. Do. for do. ſervice - 
Aug. 7. Do. for do. fervice 
Dec. 24. Do for do. ſervice 


-<- >» 


Vo 
N 


40030 14 


Ua 


2104417 
46137 51 


urch 
979 159 


459 61 
1275 56 
42745 2] 


2321 140 


40423 7 | 


1034 14 0 
OO0O00 O 10 
C 


722 18 


1 8 


8, | | R 
& J. To Henry Budd, Gent. for fundry pro- 

" viſions lodged in ftore-houſes on the Ifland of 1 

Guernſey — 1,258 4 2 

c. 4. Do. for do, ſervice — 1258 4 2 


20. To Simon Fraſer, Efq. by way of advance xæßpnꝛ 
on his contract for ſupplying bread, forage, 
wood and ſtraw, to the forces encamped in = 


ſummer 1778 = 20,000 0 0 
}, 9. Do. on further advance —— 115,000 O © 
45,000 © ©: 


wary 22, To Major General Skene, for ſundry 
expences incurred by him in the embarkation 
of the troops at Greenock, in confequence of a 
his attendance on that ſervice n 891 2 84 
b. 10. Do. for the 46th years altowance, for re- X | 
pairing roads and bridges in North-Britain — 500 0 0 
uch 20, To Sir John Inglis, Bart. and Thomas | 
Dundas, Eſq, executor to the late Colonel 
Maſterton, for oatmeal, firing, candles, &c, 
furniſhed to the forces at Fort-William, Caſ- 
tle-Duart, Fort- Auguſtus, Fort-George and 
the barracks at Bernera, Inverinaid, Corgaff 
and Braemar, and the out-port ſtations in 
their neighbourhood, from iſt January to 31ſt 
December following, both incluſive 
To the Duke of Argyll for the like ſum ex- 
pended by him on divers occaſions, for the good 
of the ſervice in North-Britain 


2638 16 7 


| 300 0 0 
nl 1. To William Simpſon, Eſq. for a bill of ex- 


2M change, drawn by him as caſhier of the royal = 
bank of Scotland | 479 17 9 
—I 
— — 
7 V. To Colonel Whynyard for providing quar- 
4 ters coals and candles for the officers of the iſt 
11 battalion of the zd. regiment of foot - guarde 
* doing duty in the Tower © © 404 10 © 


To Lieutenant Governor Wemyſs, for coals, 
; * &c. for the forces in Edinburgh - caſ- 


— . = 
— 


23 
— 
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_3778. £«* | 5 
| tle, from iſt October to 31 December 1999 = 215 12 { 
To Lieutenant Governor Singleton, for do. for 
the forces in Landguard- Fort, from 25th June 
1777 to 24th December following  —— 103 19 
To Joſhua Darwen, for do. for the uſe of the 
forces at Tynmouth barracks 
Feb. 9. To Andrew Clinton Eſq, for do. for the 
troops in the citadel of Plymouth and St. Ni- 
cholas Iſland, to 24th December 1777 — 94 6; 
Feb. 21. To E. B. De la Fontaine, Eſq. for the 
forces in the Savoy barracks, from 26th June 
1777 to 24th December following — 239 164 
March 20. To Andrew Clinton, Eſq. upon account, 
| to enable him to provide do. for the forces in 
Plymouth dock 
April 7. To Lieut. Gov. Corbett, for coal? for four 
companies of invalids, doing duty in the He 
of Jerſey, for one year from Lady-day 1778 — 275 11 { 
To do. for candles provided for do. 27 4 
April To Capt. George Briſac, for coals, candles 
: c. furniſhed by him to the forces quartered 
in Chatham barracks from 5th Oftober 1777 
to xth April 1778 
July 13. To Thomas Beſt, Eſq. for coals, candles, 
&c. for the troops quartered in Dover-caftle, 
from 25th June 1777 to 24th June 17978 — 818 61 
July 20. To Andrew Clinton, Eſq. for do. for the ; 
troops in the cĩitadel of Plymouth and St. Ni- 
cholas iſland, from 25th December 1777 to 
24th June 1778 — 410 14 

To 2 Gov. Wemyſs, for do. for the forces 
in Edinburgh caſtle, from iſt January 1778 
to 31 March following, both incluſive — 253 5 
Auguſt 17. Do. for do. from iſt April 1778 to 30 
June following both incluſive | 
To E. B. Be fl Fontaine, Eſq. for ſupplying 
additional companies and recruits in the Sa- 
voy barracks, with do. between 24th Dec. 

1777 and 25th June 17738 © — 

Auguſt 31. To Lieut. Gov. Singleton, for do. for the 
forces in Landguard Fort, from 25th Dec. 
1977 to 24th June 1778, both incluſive — 108 3! „ 
To Lieut. Gov. Corbett, for coals, for five : 


177 51 


500 o 


1,275 34 


91 7) 


194 5 


compa 


<4 


mpa 


ſy 
— © 24:7 £'Y 


31. To John Fenton, Eſq. for 184 days pay 
as captain of William and Mary caſtle, from 
Daz 


203 
78. 6 | . 4 3. d. 
companies of Lord M' Leod's regiment of foot | 
doing duty at Jerſey, from 6th June 1778 to 223 
25 March 177 — 364 2 6 
f. 40. To Lieut. Gov. Wemyſs, for coals, can- 
dles, &c. for the forces in Edinburgh caſtle, 
from 1ſt July 1778 to the 3oth September fol - | 
lowihg | 194170 
To Capt. George Brifac, for do. for the forces 
in Chatham barracks, from 5th April 1778 to 
5th October following — " $608--14 "22 
4 13, To Andrew Clinton, Eſq. upon account, 
to enable him to provide do, for the forces in 
Plymouth dock 500 © o 
. 25. Do. for do. for the troops quartered in 
Plymouth citadel and St. Nicholas Iſland, to * 
24th December 1778 — 81 10 o 
7821 11 Of 
18, —— 
b. 28. To the Earl of Panmure, for graſs money * | 
for the 2d regiment of dragoons 1n the ſum- ey 
mer 1777 — 165 2 0 
1. To Sir John Mordaunt, for do. for the  _ 
10th regiment of do. in the ſummer 1776, -— 355 13 6 
Do, for do. in the ſummer 1777 — 1326 5 
To General Elliot, for do. for the 15th regi- | 
ment of do. in do. ſummer 1 4 '> 
Do. for extra feeding of his regiment of do. in * 
the year 1777 png „„ 
| 1681 4 6 
7. — re——_— 
31. To Frederick William Hecht, for 181 4 
days pay as aſſiſtant commiſſary in America, 1 
from 24 November 1.776 to 2d May 1777 — 181 0 © 
+ 30. Major General Morriſon, for 118 days ad- 
ditional pay as quarter-maſter-general, from 
29th Auguſt 1779 to 24th December follow- 
118 0 © 


4 
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1778. | 
| 6th July 1777 to gth January 1778 
Feb. 9. To Col, Gabriel Chriſtie, for 507 days pay 
as quarter-maſter-general in Canada, from 
, 14th March 9976 to 2d Auguſt 1777 
Feb. 14. To Lieut. Col. Townſhend, for 18g days 
pay as ſuperintendant of the recruiting ſervice, 
to agth December 1777 | | 
Feb. 21. To James Napier, Eſq. for 183 days pa 
as ſuperintendant general ofHothialoin North 
1 America, to do. 
Feb. 26. To William Hecht, Gent. for 184 days 
| pay as aſſiſtant commiſſary in America, from 
zd May to ad November 1777 
To Robert Gordon, Eſq. for 92 days pay as 
commiſſary at Corke, from 22d November 
1777 to 1 1778 
Feb. 28. To Major Gen.-Faucitt, for 92 pd 
as commiſſary in Germany, from 3d Nov. 
1777 to 2d Reer 1778 
March 6. To Jonathan Clarke, Gent. for 365 day 
pay as aſſiſtant commiſſary in Canada, from 
3oth March 17 36ito March 1777 — 
March ra. To Fleetwood Parkhurſt, Eſq. for 92 
days pay as deputy commiſſary in — 15 
| from 21ſt. Auguſt to 20th November 1777 — 
March 20. To Capt. Richard Bailey, for 365 days 
pay for ſuperintending: the embarkation of par- 
ties, horſes, ſtores, &c. for the armies in 
North America, from aath March 1777 to 
igth March 1778, both included — 
March 30. To Major General Haldimand, for 269 
i — as inſpector general of the forces in 
the WeR-Indies, from 25th December 1776 
| to 19th Sefitember 1777 | —— | 
March 31. —— Gent. for 366 days 
8 - as afſiſtant-cammiſſary in America, from 


2d April 1776 to and for the 2d April 1777 


April 1. To John Morriſon, Eſq. for 91 days pay 
as deputy,commilſary in do. from 25th Sept. 
to 24th mber 17% both included 

To Major General Rainsford, for 60 days pay 
as commullary for muſtering foreign troops, 


1 


L, 


A. 11 


3. 4 
184 0 0 


/ 
$07 0 
274 10 9 


$549 0 fy 


134 0 oy: 
92 0 
ſay 
460 0 
365 0 | 
138 0 
| lay 
df 
182 10 
lay : 
672 10 
365 0 1 
136 10 » 


1779. DEN AT ZE 


8, 
from 1ſt November 1977 to 3iſt December 
followin — 
pril 28. To 238 Clarke, Gent. for 184 days 
) 0 pay as aſſiſtant commiſſary in America, from 


both included —— 


deputy commiſſarꝝy id do. from 3d Ap 2797 
to 2d October following, both included — 
pil 30. To Capt. And. F 2 for 1777 days pay, 

as deputy commiſſary at Dunkirk, from 11th 


[xy 5, To Lieut, Robert Simonton, for 227 days 
allowance as agent. to the tranſports in Virgi- 
nia, and as captain and commander of the 
armed ſloop Dunmore, from 21ſt December 
1775 to 4th Auguſt 1776 —— 

711 To Sir James Napier, TY 1 days pay, as 

ſuperintendant general of abital ig North- 
America, from 25th December, 1777, to 25th 
March, 1778. — 


perintending ſtores ſent to America, from 14 
October, 1777, to 13th April, 1778, both in- 
cluded. 
lay 12. To Major General Fawcitt, for 89 days 
ay, as commiſſary in Germany, from 3d 
eb. to 2d May, 1778, both included. 

y 15. To Daniel Wier, Eſq. for 365 days pay, as 
ſuperintendant and director of forage, provir 
ſions, &c, in North-America, from 1 Feb. 
1777, to iſt Feb. 1778. | 

lay 21, To Gregory Tewnſhend, Gent. for 184 


from 4th May, 1777, to 3d Nov. following, 


both included — 
To Robert Gordon, Eſq. for 89. $ pay, A8 
commiſſary at Corke, from 22d Feb. to 21 
ay, 1778, both ineluded T 
Io John Morriſon, Eſq. for go days pay, as de- 
puty commiſſary in * from 25th Dec. 
1777, to 24th March, 1778, both included 


31ſt March 1777 to zoth September following, 
To Peter Paumier, Eſq. for 183 days pay * 


October 1777 to gth April 2778 both included. 


To Col. William Roy, for 182 days pay, for ſu- 


days pay, as aſſiſtant commiſſary in America, 


To Jonathan Clarke, Gent. for 181 days pay, as 


364 


#45 


739 


135 
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1778. : 
aſſiſtant commiſſary in do. from 1ſt Oct. 1777, 


to 30th March, 1778, both included —— 


June 13. To Peter Paumier, Eſq. for 182 days pay, 
as deputy commiſſary, in do. from 3d Oct. 

1777, to 2d April, 1778 — 
June 17. To Mr. Vincent Wood, for 541 days pay, 
as ſurgeon to the hoſpital in Canada, from iſt 
: 5 776, to 24th N. 1777, both inclu- 
ded 


June 18. To William Butler, Gent. for 365 days 
pay, as aſſiſtant commiſſary in North-Ameri- 
ca, from iſt Nov. 1776, to 1ſt Nov. 1777 

July 13. To Major Hugh Lord, for 365 days pay, 
| as commandant at the Illenois, from 25th Dec. 

1774, to 24th Dec. 1775, both included 
July 31. To Capt. John Cleve Pleydell, for 785 
days allowance, for aſſiſting in compleating a 
plan of North Britain, from iſt May, 1776, 
to 24th June, 1778, both included — 


Abg. 12. To Major Gen. Faucitt, for 92 days pay, 


as commiſſary in Germany, from 3d May, to 
2d 43 1778, both included 
Aug. 31. To Robert Gordon, Eſq. for 92 days pay, 
as commuiſfzry at Corke, from 22d May, 1778, 
to 21 Aug. following, both included | 
To ſundry general officers-for an allowance for 
reviewing the militia 
To Col. Burgoyne, for 181 days pay, as com- 
miſſary for muſtering foreign troops in Ame- 
rica, from 28th Jan. 1778, to 28th July 
following 
To Lieut. Col. Townfhend, for the pay of ſundry 
officers, employed in carrying on the recruit- 
ing ſervice f 
To John Fenton, Eſq. for 18 1 days pay, as cap- 
tain and commander of William and Ma 
Caftle, from 6th Jan. to 5th July, 1778, 
included | 4 
Sept. 3. To George Brindley, 4 for 182 days pay, 
as deputy commiſfary in America, from 4th 
Oc. 1777, to 3d Apr. 1778, both included 
To Roger Johnſon, Eſq. for 365 days pay, as 


4 


A. 1 
fe 2 


181 0 9 


273 0 0 


270 10 9 
368 0 0 


136 11 6 


392 10 0 


460 0 0 


92 00 


3800 ©. 0 


181 0 


273 01 


JI 


2 


ov, 


Oy, 


1778. A 8 207 


Ul | 
178. | : £ „ 4 
affiſtant commiſſary, in do, from 20th June, | 
1777, to 20th June, 1778 — 365 0 0 
pt. 11. To Meſſrs. Roſs and Gray, for the pay of | 
11 ſurgeons mates for the - 1ſt battalion, both AF 


regiment of foot, ſtationed 3 from 


4 25th June, 1777 to 24th Dec. following, both 
included —— y 292 18 10 
To do. for the pay of do. from 25th Dec. 1777 | 
to 24th June, 1778, both included 277 o 8 
A t. 22. No Nath. Day, Eſq. for 287 days pay, as 
P - . AJ's = Y 
commiſſary in Canada, from 21ſt Sept. 1777 
to 4th July, 1778, both included 4 574 0 © g 
a. 20. To ſundry general and ſtaff-officers in 1 
North-America, for the reſpective periods _ 
therein mentioned — | 9039 3 0 
5 To ſundry officers of the hoſpital in do. 3343 5 0 


d. 27. To F. R. Clarke, Eſq. for two years pay as 
ſuperintendant of the proviſion train in Ame- | 
rica, from 1ſt June, 1776 to 1ſt June, 1778 730 0 0 
d. 31. To James Chriſtie, Gent. as aſſiſtant com- 
miſſary in North-America, for 365 days Pays 
from 3d April, 1777 to 2d April, 1778, both | 
included — | 365 0 0 
To do. for 133 days pay, as do. from 3d April 
to 13th Auguſt, 1778, both included — 133 © © 
To F. Parkhurſt, Elq. for 181 days pay, as de- 
puty commiſſary in Canada, from 21ſt Nov. 
1777 to 20th May 1778 = 271 10- © 
. 5. To James Porteus, Gent. for 2 years pay, as 
aſſiſtant commiſſary in America, from. 1ſt 
April, 1776 to iſt April, 1778 
Vw, 19. To Major Gen. Faucitt, for 92 days pay, 
as comms in Germany, from 3d Auguſt 
to 2d Nov. 1778, both included © — 460 © 0 
Jo John Drummond, Eſq. for 182 days pay, aas 
deputy commiſſary in Canada, from 2d Ot. 
1777, to 1ſt April, 1778 — 1786 0 © 
+ ]. Io Robert Gordon, Eſq, for 92 days pay, yr, 
as commiſſary at Corke, from 22d Auguſt, .- | 
to 21ſt Noy, 1778, both included — 
To James Farquarſon, Gent. ſor 2 years rr 
as commiſſary in Canada, from 18th Cor. Aar 
1776 to 18th Sept. 1778 — "= 0 2 
| 7 rn o. 


_ — —̃ —— — — cut + — 
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Do” 7. To Nathaszel Dry, Ef; for 18 dave yay 


cafitniflary in Canada, from 
Sept. 177 8. both maufivo / +; xn 


To Geer Townfhend, Eg; as aſſiſtant com 
miſſary in America, 97775 . 255 from 4th 
— 


November 177) to 
To John Morriſon, 0 — 184 days pay, as 
commiſſary in do. from 25th March to 24th 
| To Willam Bates, cg Tor 345 d 
o William Butler, 4 — 
afſiſtant comimiſfary in a e cee 
18777 to 10th October r 2 
Dec. 11. To Mr. Viacent Wood, for 365 days pay, 
as ſurgeon to the Rofpital in — 
Dec. 21. To Peter Paumier, Eſq; for 183 days pay, as 
1 deputy commiſſary in America, b 
1778 to 24 October following 
Dec. 24. To F. R. Gfarke, Eq; for 126 days pay 


as 1 of the proviſion train in 


America, from ad June 1778 to 5th October 
following, both ineluſive 
To Frederick William Hecht, gent. for 337 days 
pay as aſſiſtant commiſlary ia America, from 
3d November 2777 to Sch October 1778, both 


— ve — ———_—_—_ 


177 | 
Jan 57 To Ma — ors role ongyoec Amherſt, Warde, and Sir 


indſay, for theit trouble and EXPENCE 
in — his Majeſty's forces 
To ſundry extra generaf and ſtaff officers and 
officers of the hoſpital in Great Britain 
To Robert Adair, Efq; for balance of pay of 
extra ſurgeons mates in the Ceded Hands, 
Ke. to 24th December 2077 
v 12. To George Brindley, | — for 183 days pay, 
as deputy commiſſary in America, from 4th 
fl to 3d Odder 1778, both incluſive 
To John Fenton, — 184 days pay, as 
captain and commander of Wilhiam and Ma- 
ry Caſtle, from 6th July 1778 to Sch Ja- 
nuary 1779, both incluſive 
Jan. 25. To Sir Guy Carleton, for 262 tay pay, as 
cCotnmander in chief in Canada, from 25th 
December 177 to 12th September 1778 


rom 3d April | 


33) © 
2737 10 
14703 5 
451 16 


274 10 


184 0 


2620 O 


0 


Ju 


in ER 


4 28. To Captain Andrew Fraſer, late commiſ- 
fary at Dunkirk, for 188 days pay, from 6th 1 
April 1778 to 10th October following 2820 © 

365 days allowance to Major Hayman Rooke, 
as major to the late g8th regiment of foot, 
from 25th December 1777 to 24th Decem- 

_ fG M Eſe 
days pay of George Monro, 3 as com- 

ler of ſtores in North Bricain, from do. 
to do, — 182 10 © 

265 days allowance to Lieutenant Colonel Birch 
in lieu of a troop of light dragoons, from a 
25th December 1777 to 24th December 1778 282 17 6 

365 days do. to Major General Preſton in lieu 
of do. from do. to do. 

365 days do. to Admiral Montagu as Governor 
of Newfoundland, &c. from 1 5th March 1777 
to 14th March 1778 ———— > e 

To one year's allowance to Lewis Lochte, being | 
his Majeſty's royal bounty for the year 1778 100 0 © N 

To one year's do. to John Campbell, Eſq; as |! 
ſuperintendant inſpector of Indian affairs in ; i 

| the province of Quebec, from 2d October | 

) 0 1777 to 2d October 1778 300 © © 


273 15 © 


282 17 6 


<> 


57540 18 8 
11% TY —_ 
td. 14. To J Meyrick, Eſq; to enable him to re- 
imburſe the non-commiffioned officers and pri- 
vate men of ſundry regiments of foot, the 
ſtoppages made ford ſurgeons and paymaſters 
allowances, from 25th of June 1997 to 24th 
December following — 1158 10 3 
To Meff. Anderſon and Co. to enable them to 
re-1mburſe do. of the 42d regiment of foot, 
the ſtoppages made for do. from do, to do. 165 7 © 
To Sir J. A. Oughton, to enable him to re- 
imburſe do. of the 3iſt regiment of foot, the | 
ſtoppages made for do. and for the allowance 
for bread from do. to do. 146 7 34 
2. To. J. Meyrick, Eſq; for the allowance of . 
vread-money to the ad and joth regiments of 
dot — 
Vor. XI. Ee 


28 o 
3 3 To 
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To Jatyes Fitter, Eſq; to enable him to rerim- | | 
burſe the non-commiſſioned officers and pri- 
vate men of the 15th and igth regiments of 
foot, the ſtappages mage. for the ſurgeons and 
and yn: n from 8 A. une 
1777 to 24th December Elowins for 
bread-money to parties of the 1 . 
at Chatham Barracks, between 4 June 1777 
and 20th December following. 197 10 
To Meſſ. Cox and Mair, to enable them to re- 
imburſe do. of ſundry regiments of foot, the 
ſtoppages made for do. from 25th June 1777 
to 24th December followi 
Feb, 28. To Lięutenant ee eng to en- 
able him to re - imburſe do. of the 8th regi- 
ment of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. from 
do. to do. ng 120 2 
To Lieutenant General Haviland, to enable him 
to re-imburſe do. of the 45th regiment of foot, 
the ſtoppages made for do. from do. to do. 96 61 
To Nieſl. Roſs and Gray, to enable them to re- 
imburſe do, of ſundry regiments, the Roppages 
made for do. from da. to do. 1789 5 
Mar. 18. To Edward Bisſhopp, Eſq; to. te bim to 
re · imburſe the non commĩſſioned officers and 
tiyate men of the 5th and aꝙth regiments of 
foot, the ſtoppages made for the ſurgeons = 
paymaſters allow Wange ex from, 25thJune-1777-to 
24th December following, and for the a py 
ance for bread;maney = aid regiments 212 19 
April 7. To James Meyrick, Eſqʒ. for the allawance. 
| = bread-money to ro ſundry regiments, from. | 
uly 1776 to December 1777 155 | 
To 9815 yrs, Coote, to enable him to, re-imburſe 
the non-cammiſhoned officers and private men 
of the 37th regiment of foot, the ſtoppages 
made or the ſurgeon, and paymaſters allow- 
ances, from 2 fth ne 1779 to 24th. Decem- 
ber following, and for the allowance far bread- 
money, to parties of the ſaid regiments within 
the ſaid period 
April 20. To Meſſ. Roberts, to enable them to re- 
imburſe do, of the 24th, Arth, and 38th re- 


114 9 
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Liments of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. 

— do. to do. | FE 2 * 289 o 6 
il 29. To Meſſ. Roſs and Gray, for bread-mone 

to recruiting parties and recruits, belonging © 

to ſundry regiments in the year 1776 as I 50 10 114 
Do. for do. in the year 1777 — _” 2-9 
Do. for do. to ſundry regiments in the year 1776 1279 Q 4 
Do. for do. to the tt battalion of the royals and =» 

the 13th regiment of foot in. the year 1777 
Do. for do. to the 3d and 2 1ſt regiments of foot, 

in the year 1778 | 
g. 8, To Meſſ. Cox and Mair, to enable them to 
re · imburſe the non-commiſſioned officers and 
private men of ſundry regiments of foot, the 
ſtoppages made for the ſurgeon and pay- 
maſters allowances from 25th December 1776 
to 24th June 1777 — 1993 149 - 
d. 20, To Mal. Mey rick, for allowance of bread- _ * 5 
money to ſundry regiments — 5656 19 5 


1904 110 
754 10 5 


! 


| 1364 5 94 "i 
19, | 1 | 
1, 22. To Sir Robert Hamilton, to replace ſundry * 
cloathing and accoutrements belonging to che Fog 
4oth regiment of foot, loft in actions againſt | 2 
the rebels in America, in the campaign 1777 280 29 11 
To Lieutenant General Sandford, to replace do. * 
belonging to the icth regiment of foot, loft 
in do, campaign — Fa 25 4 © 
To General Abererombie, to replace ſundry do. 
belonging to the 44th regiment of foot, loft 
in do. campaign — ö 
r. 18. To Lord Adam Gordon, to replace do. 
rye tlie 26th regiment of foot, taken 
by the rebels in Canada in the year 1775 566 3 2 
r. 30, To Sir Eyre Cdote, to replace ſun ry ac- 1 
coutrements belonging to the 3zyth regiment 
of foot, loft in actual ſervice againſt the re- 
bels in North America, and deſfroyet by fire 
vat Piſataucay in the Jerſeys, the 28th April 
7), — „ 8 6. 
* 31. To the Earl of Loudoun, to replace ſundry | 
do. belong to the 1 1 of the 3d re- 
2 | 


24 4 0 


— D122 


1778. 


Sept. 1 


— 


der 


iment of foot 
ed on ſervice 


America 
To General Hodgſon, to replace ſundry do. 
belonging to the 4th regiment of foot, loft in 
ſervice in do. during the campaigns 1776 and 


PARLIAMENTARY 


s, which were loſt or de- 
againſt the rebels in North 


* — — — 


1 94 
To Mie: General Grey, to replace ſundry do. 
belonging to the 28th regiment of foot, loſt in 
do. during the campaign 1777 
Io Lieutenant General Pomeroy, to replace 
* © ſundry do. belonging to the 64th regiment of 
foot, loſt in do. during the campaign 1776 
and 1777 _ 
To Earl Waldgrave, to replace ſundry do. be- 
longing to the detachment of the Coldſtream 
regiment of foot guards, loſt on ſervice againſt 


the rebels in North America f 
9. To Lieutenant General Trapaud, to re- 
Place ſundry do. belonging to the 7oth regi- 


meat of foot, loſt in the expedition to St. 
Vincent's, &c. 
To the Duke of Glouceſter, to replace fund 
do. belonging to the detachment of the if | 


iment of. foot guards 
ſervice in North America _ 'S | 
To Major General Grant, to replace ſundry 
do. belonging to the 55th regiment of fogt, 


, loſt or deſtroyed on 


loſt or deſtroyed on ſervice againſt the rebels 


in North America, during the campaigns in of 8 


1776 and 1777 


To Lieutenant 


General Sandford, | to replace h * 


camp equipage, cloathing, and accoutrements 
belonging to the 10th regiment of do. loſt on 
board the Symmetry brig, taken by the rebels 


An the river Delawar, in December 1777 
Nov. 11. To Earl Percy, to replace ſundry u 


C 5 o 


1 


loſt in action againſt the rebels, during the 


s 1776 and 1777 


Eo fir 


z. 16. 


utenant Genera 


6 | Burgoyne, to re- 
place horſe - furniture, accoutrements, &c. be- 


longing to the 16th regiment of dragoons, 


93 26 


41 19 6 


81 2 


trements belonging to the 5th regiment of do. oy * 


578. 


the campaigns 1770 and 1 777 


— 


of foot — 


To Lieut. Col. M- Donnell, in lieu of 49 days 
do. of his regiment of Highlanders 


his regiment of do. 


To Col. Gordon, in lieu of 49 days do. of his 
regiment of do. 


— — — 


of his re 
To Lieut. 
of the 72d regiment of foot 
To Sir Will. Erſkine, in lieu of 72 Gays, do, of 
the Edinburgh volunteers 
To Col. Scott, in lieu of 72 days do. of the 
Glaſgow volunteers 


iment of do. 


To Col. F. M<1 Lean, in lieu of 5$ abys do. of 
his regiment of foot 


110 days do. of the additionals to the 2d re- 

iment of foot 

To Lieut. Gen. Walſh, in lieu of 49 de do. 

of the do, to 56th bot 

To Sir Henry 
of the do. to 12th do, 

| To Sir John Seabright, in lieu of 1 110 days to. 

of the do. to 18th do. 

To Lieut. Gen. Boyd, in lieu of 49 Nan do. or 

the do. to 3th do. 

To Maj. Gen. Blugh, i in lieu of 40 days do. of 

a the de. to 58th do. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sherard, in lieu of 49 days 9 

of the do. to 6gth do. 


— — 


loſt or taken by the enemy in America during 


674 18 


wilt, To Maj. Gam Calcraft, in lieu of 6 4 
nett off-reckonings of the Liverpool Regiment | 


To Col. M“ Kenzie, in lieu of 49 days do. of 
ToLieut. Col. Campbell, in lieu of 49 days do. 


I. Mawhood, in lieu of 49 days do. 


To the Earl of Seaforth, in lieu of 63 days EEE Np 
» 1,539 13 


of his r 2 of Highlanders l 
To Col. in lieu of 49 days N. of his 
regiment of « — 


inton, in lieu of 49 9 days. do, | 


538 13 
4118 19 
418 19 


3592 © 


418 19 
418 19 
418 19 


615 12 


615 12 


418 19 


— 


495 18 
ly 30. To Maj. Gen. Daniel Jones, in lieu f 


— 


111 19 


Ys 72 4 


5 
12k 


* 4 
111 19 


72 4 


ww K UG 


5 


95 0 45 


"49 17 


4 
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| "y Ged. Lenot, "In lieu of 40 2 digs d0, of 4 a 
55 g: to 25th do. 49 17 | 
To = Duke af Argyll, in lieu T 4 49 days do, 
olf Thee do. to the 1 and 2d battalions of the 
; ft foot ö — 99 14 1 
Tx] Lieut. Gen. Murray, in lieu of 49 days as. | 
a ar ook 3 49 17 
Sir David Lindſay, in In lieu of 49 days do. of 


o. to 5gth do. — 49 1 
* . the Duke of Buccleugh, i in lieu of 170 a 1 
is 6: do. of his regiment'of fenſible men 1453 111 
*Forhe Duke of Gordon, in lieu of 170 days do. 
of his eie of do. 1453 11 i 
To. the Duke of Glouceſter, in lieu of 7g s days | 
of the additionals to the 1 foot 483 2 ( 
Elliott, in lieu of 276 days 1 of che 
bs 15th regiment of dragoons 2 neee 
Fo Earl of Loudoun, in lieu of 109 lags do. | 
of the do. to 3d regiment of foot guards 
I's Earl Wage e, Jn Hep of of 109 days do. of 
| O. to 2d do 
To Gen. Moſtyn, in lieu « of 262 days do. of the 
do. to the iſt regiment of dragoon. guards 
To Lord Frederick Campbell, in lieu of 1 7adays | 
do. of his regiment of fenſible men 
July 23. e Lord Female, ; in lieu of 262 days 
do. of the additlonals to the 2d regiment of 
dtagoon ards p — 53 { 
To the Earl of. Panmure, in lieu of 262 days) of. 
do. 2d regiment of dragoons | 
To Sir John Mordaunt, in lieu of 26a days 2 5 
the do. to ioth do, — 


July 3. To Lo A 


Robert Manners, in lieu of 264 | 
ys doch the de; to 3d do. M 
© *TotheEatl of R lieu of 262, daysdo, | 
1 to Iſt — 
en — Pi of 262 days do. 3 
N the do. to 4th do, * — n 
e o Lieut. Gen. Johnſton, in lieu of 262 days 


LSE 


: do. of the do. to bth do. — 
2 170 805 G. Howard, in lieu of 262 days to. of 
2 21 A do. to 7th r | — 


D E N AT E 8. 


171% 
8. fo te 
To Lieut, Gen. Fitzroy, in lieu of 262 days doo 
of the do. to 3d do, 341 ay 
To Lieut. Geb. Jobnſton, in lieu of 262 days 
do, of the do. to 11th do. 38% . 
. 23. To Sir Thomas Wilſon, in lieu of 231 days 
do. of the do. to 50th do. / 236 : 
To Col. Picton, in lieu of 69 hawk do. of the 
75th regiment of do. 589 19 
To Gen. Moſiyn, i in lieu of 415 * do. of the 
additionals to. the iſt regiment of dragoon 
guards — 120 7 
To Lord Robert Manners, in lieu of 415 days. 
do, of the do. to 3d do, — 240 15 
To the Earl of Pembroke, in lieu of 415 days | 
do, of the do. to iſt do. 7 ' 240 15 
To Lieut. Gen, Carpenter, in lieu of 415 days * 
do, of the do. to 4th do. — 2490.15 
To Lieut. Gen, Johnſton, i in. lieu of: 415 days 7 
do, of the do. to 6th do. — 240.15 
To Sir George Howard, in lieu of 415 days do. 
of the do. to 7th do. — 240-15 
To Lieut. Gen. Johnſton, in lieu of f 485, | FRET OR 
do, of the do. to 11th do, 240 15 
To Lord Townſhend, in lieu of 415 days do, N 
the do. to 2d do. — 240.15 
To the Earl of Panmure, in lieu of 41.5 days da, ; 
of the do. to 2d do. — 240 15 
To Sir John Mordaunt, in lieu of 415 days do. | 
19 of the do. to 10th do, — 2 15 
18761 12 
. 30. To Lieut, Gen. Burgeyne, for providing 
divers camp neceſſaries for the he. 7.5 regiment 
of dragoons 700 10 
| ToLieut Gen, Campbell, for do. jo. for the gas, 4: 


To Lieut. Gen. Fraſer, for do. for the 7iſt do. 55% 19 
19 To Lieut, Gen. Preſton, for do, for the 17th re- 

| giment of dragoons 
19 20. To Meſſts. Gray and. Ogilvie, for do... for - 
1 Lieut, Col, M. Lean's corps — 323 19 


216 


May 13. To Lieut. Gen. 


1778. 
April 30. 
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To the Earl of Loudoun, for do. for the de- 
tachment of foot guards 
To Lieut. Gen. Monckton, for do! for the 17th 


iment of foot 
To Fir William Howe, for do, for the 23d do. 


To Lord Adam Gordon, for do. for the 26th do. 


To Earl Cornwallis, for do, for the 33d do. 


To Maj. Gen. Vaughan, for do. for the 46th do. 
To Lieut. Gen. Pomeroy, for do. for the 64th do. 
May 4. To Maj. Gen. Grey, for do. for the 28th do. 


To Lord John r for do. for the 42d do. 


— 


70th do. 


June 17. To Lord John Murray, for do. for the 42d 
do | | 


To Lieut. Gen. Preſton, for dg. for the 17th re- 
giment of dragoons ; 
To Lieut. Gen. Sandford, for do. for the 1oth 
| iment of foot | 

To — Gen. Gage, for do. ſor 22d do. 

To Sir Robert Hamiſton, for do. for goth do. 
To Lieut Gen. Carey, for do. for 43d do. 

To Gen. Abercrombie, for do. for 44th do. 

To Meſſrs. Cox and Mair, for do. for 524. 

To Maj. Gen. Grant, for do. for. 55th do. 

To Sir John Irwine, for do. for 57th do. 

To Lieut. Gen. Grant, for do. for 634 do. 


June 20. To Sir Eyre Coote, for do. for 37th do, 


— 


To the Earl of Cavan, for do. for 15th do. 
To Maj. Gen. Mafley, for do. for 27th do. 
To Maj. Gen. Pigott, for do. for 38th do. 
Fo Earl Percy, for do. for 5th do. 

To Lieut. Gen. Haviland, for do. for 45th do. 


Aug. 17. To the Earl of Pembroke, for do. for 1ſt 
*. . 


"3 


| Aug 


dragoons 
To Lieut. Gen, Carpenter, for do. for 4th do. 
To Lieut. Gen. Johnſton, for do. for 6th do. 
To Gen. Moſtyn, for do. for 1 do. 
To Lord Robert Manners, for do. for 3d do. 


— ä — 


To Sir G. Howard, for do. for 7th do. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sherard, for do. for 69th regi- 
ment of foot — — 
To Lieut. Col. M“ Donnell, for do. for 56th do. 
. 3t. To Gen. Hodgſon, for do. for 4th do. 
3 | 


\ 


N 


£. 


118 16; 


118 16 0 


rapaud, for do. for the 


4. 


233 106 9 


lf 
118 16 6 


118 16 0 
118 16 0 
118 16 9 
118 th 9 


324 1] © 
356 gf 
213 10 6 
76 21 


I21 
I21 
121 
121 
121 
121: 
121 
121 
121 1 ( 
117 15 
117 15 
12114 
121 11 
122 13 
117 15 


ms — wn — — — — wm 
—_ n — > > 


541 4 
541 4 
41 4 
41 
541 4 
541 4 


235 4 
618 14 
117 15 
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W | „ Fo 
eo Lord G. Lenox, for do. for 25th do, 4478 8 
To Sir T. 8. Wilſon, for do. for 50th do. 2438 8 
To Lord M Leod, for do. for 73d do.” 6532 4 
8 b. 19, To Maj. Gen. Jones, for do. for 2d do. 238 8 
0 To John Trotter, Eſq: for do. for the militiz ! 
0 South Britain 4769653010 3 15 . 12053 9 
0 To Lord Townſhend, for do. bene for 2d of! 22-113 
0 dragoon 2 4 — 3647 8 
0 To the Earf of Panmure, for do. provided for 
| 2&-dragoons = — 847 © 
os To Sir Jobn Mordaunt, for do. provided for KEE 
10th do. — ' $49” © 
o Sir William Boothby, for do. provided for 129599 
bth do. - Na 8 1 98 4 242 11 
To Sir John Sebright, ſor do. provided for 18th. & 
do. 244 11 
Gen. Wemſton, for FR provided for 65th 20. 242 1 
* 20. To Gen. Elliott, for do. provided for 1 5th e 
dragoons —— 4 | 622 
To Col. Murray, for do. provided for 75th foot 618 19 


To Sir William Erſkine; "for do. provided for 4 4 (bers 


00. 90 @ Wim ww 0000%T2! 


18. To Lieut: Col. Earl of Seaforth, Joke © * 
Campbell; and John Me. Donnell, for bas 


To Odls. Sir William Erſkine, Scott, 
Francis Mc, Lean, William Gordon, John 
Me. Kenzie, and James Murray, for do. for 


iments of 


| 1 To the Cols. of the three 
3d, 4th, 6th 


uards, and the 1ft, ad, 3 
Sa 55 Ff I 


1 0 

1 

1 | | 3 
11 goth do. —— 618 19 0 
1 To col. Mc. Lean, for do. provided for 89d do. 518 19 0 
Lo Col. Scott, for do. provided for $34 do 618 19. 0 
13. To the Earl of Loudoun, for do. provided © © 

110 for the detachment 1 34 foot guards * 368 14 6 
I | 70. 93 * 0 
5923. To John Trotter, Eig. for tents and wins | 

s ( 8 provided for the forces at Gibral- 

1 ( — N 5 1678 8 0 
14 | * 

3, 357701 5 7 
.; On | — 


borſes, for their regiments ordered on fervice 390 a 0 


heir regiments ordered on ſervice | 8 660 a © 


7th 


© 197% 
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1478. | 


pl 


— 


ub, 10th, and 15th dragoons, for bas horſes, 
fat their regiments ordered to encamp 
my 30 To the Cols. of the Weſtminſter and Buck- 
| m militia; for do. for their regiments 
Colg; of ten regiments of foot, for do. 
The hor reſpective regiments ordered to take 
e held | 
To Sir William Boothby. and Gen. Cunning- 
ham, for do. fbr the 6th and 14th regiments of 
ordered to take the field. 
; 8. To the Cals,of fourteen regiments of mili- 
-, tin, for do. for their reſpeQive regiments or- 
5 dered to —_—_ w- " 
17. Fo o twenty-three regiments 
of do. for do. for their reſpeRive — 
| ordered to take the field. — 
20 To the Duke of Mancheſter for do. for 
the Huntingdonſhire militia, ordered to take 


the keld —8ß8rðFær♀ .. 
To: Major Gen. Tryon for do. for the eth re- ine 
giment of foot ordered to North America | 


To the Cols. of the three regiments of foot guards | 
| for do. for their, reſpeQtive regiments. 670 une 
Aug · 17. Fo Col. Picton for do. for the 75 regi- 
ment, ordered to take the field 
Fo Major Gen. Calcraft for do. * the 79th 
regiment of foot — — 
Aug. 31. To the Cols, of the ſeveral regiments of 
cavalry, infantry, and militia, encamped in 
- -» the ſummer, 1778, for an additional bas horſe 
to each company of their reſpective regiments 
* 222 Karl of Powys for bas horſes for the 
| - Montgomeryſhire miliria, ordered to rr 
field — 
To the Cols. of the tee regiments of foot 
guards, for an additional bas horſe for each 


company of their reſpecti ve regiments 


March 18. To Lieut. Colonels Earl of Seaforth, 
John Campbell, and John Me. Donnel}, for 


7570 D EB A C E 8. 

;. | 3 
baggage horſes for their regiments ordered: on 
ſervice ' — 

To Colonels Sir William Erſkine, George Scott, 
Francis Me. Lean, William Gordon, John 
Me. Kenzie, and James Murray, for do. for 
their regiments ordered on ſervicse 

il 15. To the Cols. of the three regiments of 

dragoon guards, the aſt, 2d, 3d, 4th, 6th, 7th, 
1oth and 15th dragoons for do, for their re- 
giments ordered to encamp — 

Ly 30. To the Cols. of the Weſtminſter and Buck- 
inghamfſhire militia, for baggage horſes for 
their regiments — 

To the s 
- reſpective payments ordered to take the 
fe d | — 

To Sir William Boothby and Lieut. Gen. Cun- 
ningham, for do. for the 6th znd 14th regi- 
ments of foot, ordered to take the field 


0 


tia for do. for their reſpective regiments, or- 
dered to take the field — 
ue 17, To the Cols. of twenty-three regiments of 
do, for do. for their reſpective regimentsordered 
to'take the field — 
uy 28. To the Duke of Mancheſter for do. for 
the Huntingdonſhire militia, ordered to take 
the field | 
To Major Gen. 
foot, ordered to North America 
To the Cols. of the three regiments of foot guards 
for do. for their reſpective regiments 
. 179. To Col. Picton for do. for the 75th re- 
giment of foot, ordered to take the field | 
To Major Gen. Calcraft for do. for the zgth 
regiment of foot INE -. 
. the Earl of Powis far do. ſor the 


oO 


oO 


 —_— 
* 


held 


— — 


ols. of ten regiment of foot for do. for 


ne 8. To the Cols, of fourteen regiments of mili- 


Tryon for do. -for the goth al 


ntgomeryſhire militia, ordeted to take the 


8 9 
663 15 


1372 10 
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Ns 18, To Lieut. Cols. Earl Seaforth, John 
| Campbell, and John Mc. Donnell for 100 
days for rage money for their regiments or- 
dered on ſeryice 
To Cols. Sir William Erſkine, George Scott, 
© Francis Me. Lean, William Gordon, John 
Me. Kenſey, and James Murray for 100 
8 do. for their regiments el on ſervice 
May 30. To the Cols. of the Weſtminſter and Buck- 
inghamſhire militia, for 100 days do. for their 
regiments * y © cls 
To the Cols. of ten regiments of foot for 100 
days do. for their reſpeQive regiments ordered 
to take the field 
To Sir William Boothby and Lieut. Gen. Cun- 
ah; ningham, for 100. days dp. for the Gch and 
14th regiments of foot, ordered to take the 
; Id — 
June 8. To the Cols. of fourteen regiments of mili- 
| tia for 100 days do. for their reſpective regi- 
ments, ordered to take the field 
Jure 19. To the Cols, of twenty-three regiments 
of do. for Igo days do. for their teſpeQive 
ments, ordered to take the field 
Ju ſy 20. To the Duke of gane b. for 190 days 
| do. for Wh Huntingdonſhite IT 35 
to take the field 
To Major Gen. Tryon for 100 days forage 


© 


to North America 

Toô the Cols. of the three regiments of foot 

'v © "guards for 100 days de do. for their A re- 
| iments 

Aug. 15 . N Picton for 100 days do. * the 

ent of föot ordered to take Fab. field 

33 wm, 81550 or Gen Cualcraft · for 190 pays do. for 

the 100k ent of foot 


Ay a 1 1 o the EarH Df Powys for 100 AU do. for 


8 the Montgomery ſhire Wife, ordered to take 
dhe held 


” © For 200 days forage to the gen and ftaff officers 


1 * hoſ (pita in Great Britain 


ay »< 


money for the Toth regiment. of foot, ordered 


A, 1 
14. s ft 


142 10 Q 


1605 0 0 
382 10 0 


2225 0 0 


515 0 0 
2715 0 0 
22 
137 10 0 


222 10 6 


1337 10 8 


, - 


280 0( 
255 0 ( 
117 10 


3705 0 


Ve 


Ue 
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E. 25. For 100 days winter forage for the regi- 


ments.of dragoon guards dragoons ' © 8095 © 0 
« For 100 days d. ver the regiments of infan- ' 


O 
For 100 t 3 do. for the re; ee E militia 7170 © © 
o 


5 | 33347 ps 


118. 
10 18. To Maj. Gen. Grant, for the he comngene 
diſburſements of the 55th regiment. of foot, 
from 25th * 1776, to 46 or: follow-= - 
in 183 8 6 
[uly 20. To Lieut. Gen. Grant, for do. of the 634 oh $0 * 
regiment of foot, from 25th Dec. 1775, to 


<> 


0 


-24th June, 177 114 17 2 
uy 31, Do. for do. from 250 June, 16 v to 24th 
4 Dee, following 103 12 6 


lug. 17. To the Duke of Argyll, for do. ber the 2d 
gr of the 1 regiment of _ from | 
25th Dec. 1775 to 24th Dec. 17 1 10 
Jt, 20. To Lieut, Gem, 32 for de. for 22d re- _ | 
giment of foot, from — 5 Dec. 778, 10 135 > BY * 
24th June, 1776 | 
Do. for do, Fay 25th June, 1776, to 24th I Dec. 
following 87 © 2 
c. 3. To Meſſrs. Adair and A Bullock, for IP con- 
tingent diſburſements of the i regiment of 
Devonſhire militia, from 26th March, 1778, 


) Q 


) 0 


0 9 


: wah a — 1 
* —— — 
0 0 ls | Tin hn 1134 9 10 


9 ITY 


Dec, 3. For the 3 Ke. of the Vet 5 2. 
mire militia, from 26th March, 1378, 0 w24th 


-June followin | 
For do. of the Bedfordſhire d do. from 7 to do. 110 14 2 

5 5 of the Cambridgeſhire do. from do. to el 
89 12 6 


Fro of the Northumberland dou 0. from do. to. n 


For do. of the "ob battalion of f Gloucefter- _ 8 
ſhire do, from do, to do. — 94 1 © 
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* For do. of the xaſt ent do. from do. to do 
n cha db, from do, to 


Dec, 11. For the abs, tory) of the Eaft-Riding 
D.« ns Militia, from 26th. March, 1798, 
» do 2 unc, following —— 
For de, for the Weſtern regiment of Middleſex 
- do. from do. to do. —— 
Por do, of the Angleſea, do. from do. to do. 
177 
Jan. 7. * do. uf the — from do. 
to 
For do. of the Cheſhire do. tom 30. to do. 
704 of the . from do. 
to 2 


778. 3 
Mer. 20.To Robert Adair, .Eiq, to enpble him toſa- 
tisfy ſuchbills as are or may be drawn upon 
Kim for the pay of divers extra ſurgeons and 
ſurgeons mates in the ceded Iſlanda, &. 
June 8. Do. to enahle Ritm. to pay the moathly ſhoſpi- 
| tal e to che e 


Feb. * ' To Lieut. Col. dm. 1 
. £7” 3 in Lon- 


1 Do. Ks TT enable him to pay ſuch 
©"! ,- Hills as arc or may be drawn on him for the 


A. Per of ſundry « rs employed. on the re- 
38 cruiting fervies _ 4 26S_ 2. 2 a8 * 


Nov. (7: Do ia fries 3 


— — 


8. 
44 To John Trotter 


&c. dag 0 — 


an. 30. To Lieut. Col. Fownthend, f 
of the recruiti 100, for ſ much 


24th June, 1 
To 2 Gen. Harvey, for his comingent 2 


To Maj. Gen. Morrrton, for his do. — 
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Mr. Fix roſe in his 15 and n his ſpeech with ob- Mr, Fox, 
ng, that poſſibly the reſolution he ſhould have the ho- 
ur of propoſin 25 the Houſe, would, by the noble Lord 
the blue rib be called a ſtrange one; for ſo he ob- 
ed it was the faſhion with the noble Lord to term every 
ition which was propoſed from that fide of the Houſe, 
K which did not immediately meet the wiſhes of the | 
Me Lord, He ſhould nevertheleſs proceed to open his 
ion, or rather his two motions, to the Houſe ; for he 
Geo 2 had 


diterranean laſt year was a piece of groſs miſconduct, & 
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— — to propoſe, and which, as they in a manner & 
pended upon cach other, he had thought it right. to propay 
and ſpeak to on the ſame day; at the ſame time aſl 
tho Houſe that he meant not to trouble them with any other 
motion till after the holidays, when be ſhould off one 
more, Which would generally refer to all that he had 4, 
ready had he honour, of moving in that Houſe, He 
ſerved, that he had made ſeveral propoſitions, Rating that oy 
navy t adequate to the neceſſary ſervices, from ting 
to ume; Which. had been negatived, on the Rated 
by the King's ſervants, that we had thirty-five ſhips reay 
for actual ſervice in the month of November 1777, and i 
ven in a ſtate of preparation ſo as to be ready for ſea in 
fortnight, and that in the month of June 1778, our ta 
force was ſuch as to be adequate to all the ſervices r 
quis He had made a motien directly the reverſe, but 
the opinion of the Houſe was againſt him. His pres 
motion would be engrafted on this negative, which. he bur 
to be falſe, vu. That our navy in the month of June li 
was adequate to che important crifis.” This being the groux 
of his firſt motion, and of his ſecond, it would be produſi 
of this dilemma: that our force having been adequaff 
and not properly employed, adminiſtration were deſerving i u 
ceaſure ; or, if inadequate, that then it muſt follow of courk 
that the Houſe, in putting a negative on his motion, l 
reſolved. what. could not be ſupported - either by fact 


raſon. er. 3 

HFlis firſt motion, he ſaid, was, that the not ſending 
reinforcement to Lord Hawe at New Vork ſooner laſt je 
was a.grols. piece of miſcouduct and neglect in his Majel 
ſervants ; his ſecond, that the not ſending a fleet to the M 


The to propoſitions were ſubſtantially, he ſaid, the (an 
though directed to two different object » becauſe, if Lo, hi 
Howe had been reinforced, or the Streights of GibratWrco 
watched, in either event the effect would be ſimilar; Matic 
of ſecuxing to Lord Howe the full advantage of the fee gi 
under his command, or giving him a 1 in M intn 
the Toulon ſquadron was permitted to croſs _ AC 
Here then the alternative was, that either our naval part 
was adequate in the months of February, March, &c. n th 
theſe ſervices, or it was not; if adequate, the not ren le 
forcing of Lord Howe was, in the terms of his motion ,8 
groſs piece of miſconduct and neglect: if inadequate, Witt x 
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bad no doubt was the fact, the cenſure contained in bie 
won was equally weil meritet. Bots 
Paving, ſurrounded miniſters with this dilemma, from 
ich he contended it was impoſſible to extricate . them, 
proceeiied to explain what he deemed to be the true 
at at iſſue, from what bad fallen from gentlemen within 
xs. and from what he had heard in converſations withovr- 
gs; that ſome independent part of the Houſe voted with 
ftration, not becauſe they believed the force adequate, 
upon motives of conſcience and juſtice. Said they, . 
t brought miniſters into a dirty lane; we have encou- 
em to proſecute the American war; let us brin 
through, and not baſely deſert them in the — 
refs, oocafioned by meaſures of which we have been the 
hors,” This mode of reaſoning, he ſaid, was apparently 
aten, and the motives miſconceived ;. they had not 
n miniſters; into the American war, but miniſters. 
ed them into it by miſrepreſentations of all kinds, by 
ſes. broken as often as they were made, by falſe hopes, 
ſears, and by every ſpecies of political delufion what - 
Ae then made a particular application of the whole 
the meaſurgs reſpecting the American war, the promiſe 
«revenue, of obtaining unconditional ſubmiſſion, and, 
contended- for at the 
in the future of the buſineſs. 
charged the noble Lord in the blue ribbon with an act 
public perſidy, with a breach of a ſolemn ſpecific pro- 
He reminded the Houſe, that in February 1775, 
Lordſhip moved his conciliatory propoſition, an 
lonour to the Houſe and nation, that he would never 
e to any meaſure which would go to enlarge the of + 
therein made; yet, at the end of three years, after 
nhcing thirty millions of money, and thirty thouſand 
|, his Lordſhip, in the ſame aſſembly, not only ſolemn- 
ral retounced all claim to ſuperiority, revenue, and internal 
ation, but conſented, by the mouth of his commiſſioners, 
e giving up the monopoly of the American trade, the 
untment of governors, and all ſubordinate officers, and 
wyal prerogative of keeping up or ſending an army in 
part of the empire his Majeſty might think proper. 
his ſtate of facts he drew this conclufion ; that mi- 
eie led the Parliament into the war, and had broke the 
100, Wiſes which induced Parliament to adopt the meafure; 
hc motion, as ſtated by him, involved a dilemma which 
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iapdatiorenitty- provoc che charge of miſronduct 1 
glect, and of courſe, that thoſe gentlemen who voted yy 
independent principles were neither bound by previous 
gagements, ſubſequent meaſures, nor any obligation of | 
nour, to vote againſt their conſcience and conviction. 

He then animadverted on the conduct of the noble Li 
whoſe nce, he ſaid, was unpardonable. His unreſem 
conternpt'of the whole body of the people of England, with 
doors, was no leſs indecent than ungenerous. To treat his ly 
benefaQors in ſo -haughty a ſtile as to lump them in 
criminately under the appeltations of ' populace, and cof 
houſe readers| See Lord North's ſpeech, this day, page 179] 
a language that did not become any member of that Hou 
much lefs a miniſter, who, to be able to ſerve his count 
ſhould always" endeavour to be popular, and ſecure the g 
opinion of the people in his favour 5 much leſs, a mi 
ſer who had led them by the arts of ſpecious deluſions it 
thoſe dirty ways, which it would be very difficult to 
through, without the utmoſt danger from ſurrounding pe 
He preſumed, the noble Lord included every 
differed with him under the contemptuous deſcription of 
pulace and coffee-houſe readers; but he begged lea 
remind his Lordſhip, that his former motion was ſappot 
ed by 174 independent members, while thoſe who voted wi 
him were either perſons who, from their ſituations, wen 
a' great meaſure obliged to fupport him, or were comp 
of thoſe gentlemen who erroneouſly imagined that b 
were bound in'honour to get him through a dirty 
into which his Lordſhip (not they) had led the way. 
Speaking of the preſent miniſters in general, he f 
that they were ſo loſt to every ſenſe of ſhame, that d 
exerted their influenee in that Houſe in a manner equ 
diſgraceful to themſelves, and to thoſe who ſupported it 
Their arguments in controverſion of his. late motions, . 
tions which were founded on indiſputable facts, and i 
which were admitted every where but within thoſe * 
reminded him of what he had once read in a book will 
by a man of -acknowleded abilities, though his prince 
were not much admired, The writer he alluded to r 
Mr. Hobbes, who in one of his prefaces ſpeaking of 

erful operation of ſelf-intereſt in all matters of « 
troverſy, ſaid that there were men who for the ſake of 
gument, when upon that argument depended their eme 
ment, would ſtrenuouſly contend that three angles of a! 


ie 
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were not equal to two right angles, and that · ſooner 

an-give up their intereſt they would give up their rex- 

5, and hold arguments directly e to every prin- 
ple of reaſon or common ſenſe. [ Vide Hobbes's? Le- 
han, chap, iv. of ſpeech, and chap, v. of reaſon and 
ence, ], He applied this quotation to the conduct of mi- 

ders and their adher ente. i 

He declared, that his motion warranted a great deal 

re. of argument than he had uſed, but as he had taken 

the time of the Houſe, perhaps too much of late, and as 

the diſcuſſion of the ſeveral motions he had the honour to 

br within the courſe of the laſt four weeks, the ſubſtance 

his preſent motion, and of every thing which referred 

it, had been introduced into debate, he would no longer 

paſs on the patience of gentlemen or mis- ſpend the time 

ez the Houſe. He therefore read his motion. T5 
bat the not ſending any reinforcement to Lord Howe 

ore the month of June laſt, was an inſtance of negle& 
miſconduct in his Majeſty's. ſervants,” Ws! 

His other motion which he, alſo read, was That the 
ſending a fleet to the Mediterranean, was an inftance 
niſconduct and neglect in the King's ſervants, .eſpecially 

idering the early intelligence they had of the equipment 

the Toulon fleet,” FF. bau dich 

Lord Mulgrave confined himſelf to prove, that the navy in Lord Mul- 
ember, 1977, was equal to what had been ſtated by a no-— 
Lord in the other Houſe [Sandwich] that we had at that 

de thirty-five ſhips. actually ready for ſea, and ſeven more 

ich would be ready, not in a fortnight, but in à few 

js; and that in march we had ſix more, in all forty- eight. 

E read a lift of the ſhips, ſome of which he ſaid were af- 

| ards vnder confderable repair. His Lordſhip added, that 

© "IP {hips were ſent to reinforce Lord Howe before Admi- 

e North began with ſaying, the honourable. eman Lord North. 
ad, ifs ſhould — his motion a 133 | 
donourable gentleman certainly knew what - epithet beſt 

Ped to his motion, and he was free to ſay, that having 

td it, he was of the honourable gentleman's opinion; 

Ws a ſtrange motion, but the mode of ſupporting it was 
dor ſtraage; the honourable gentleman: refting it al- 
er on facts, which he declared, he not only did 

ol" ire, but which he knew ta be falſe. Ie fays he 


a tn You, 3 our fleet ren to the ſeveral * 
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and yet he deſires the Houſe to paſs a vote of cenſure 
the King's ts, for neglecting y v 
ke aſſerts himfelf, was not in exiſtence, He did not 
lieve that wid had half the ſhips which appeared up 
per; yet he now wanted to paſs a cenſure for bande 
the home defence, Theſe were ideas very different f 
thoſe of an honourable admiral, whom he did now not {ee j 
his place [Admiral Keppel.) That gentleman, a few nig 
fince, gave it as his opinion, that it would not be pruds 
t detach in the then ſituation of affairs: beſides, if 
Honourable gentleman meant to carry both motion, ü 
fubſtantially contradicted each other; for if Admiral Jy 
had been ſent to Gibraltar or America, both meaſures d 
not be neceſſary: if D'Eſtaing had — kept within the l 
diterranean, Lord Howe would not have wanted a reinſt 
ment; if, on the other hand, a reinforeement had been ſt 
to America, there would have been no occaſion for a ſqu 
dron in the Mediterranean. 
His Lordſhip attacked Mr. Fox upon his perſonal il 
flons. He charged the honourable gentleman with fallth 
and — —— He denied that he had ever pled 
Þis honour, that he would never go further in his conceſſ 
than the terms of the conciliatory motion of 1775; 1 
though he had, he contended that he, as m_ as * 
other perſdn, Was faifly at liberty to alter his 
© change of circumſtances. The conduct of 
brought about that change; and he was fully Julie 
accommodating his conduct to the exiſting circumſtu 
and 105 Lord * public affairs. 
ordſhip obſerved, that the honourable g 
imo the Houſe totally unprepared ; and if he bad 
- forty caught an expreffion of his, which had 18 
— fallen in the ＋ of debate, relative to the g 
lace and coffee-houſe readers, he muſt have truſted the 
of his motion to chance, His ſpeech called to his recolles 
thoſe charts he had ſeen of deſart and uninhabited count 1 
where the | geographer is obliged to fill up the void ft 7 
with the 4 ntatjiom of elephants and other wild bet 
and his now iving notice that he would, after the hol 
conſolidate alt his motions iato o $7 N 
of 
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His Lordſhip ſaid he did not mean to apply this couplet in 

offenfive ſenſe of the words to the honourable geatleman; 

& he meant miſtaken or falſe facts; in ſhort, he cited 
only to ſhew the honourable gentleman's induſtry 

| ingenuity in faſhioning the ſame thing into fo many 


In anſwer to the quotation from Hobbes, his Lordſhip ſaid, 
tthere were perſons who would, under ſuch an influence 
that ſuppoſed, contend that a triangle might be ſo formed 
to contain two right angles. 


id purſue the war with vigour and great exertion. That 
the courſe of laſt ſummer he was particularly pleaſed with 
exprefion which he had met with in a newſpaper, wherein 
ws ſtated, that the French complained of the ravages which 
x Engliſh privateers made in their trade, and termed thoſe 
prizing veſſels, les loups de mer. The idea exactly met 
p wiſhes, as to the maritime character of Great Britain; 
de hoped we ſhould continue to deſerve it from all the 
fd, as well as France, He ſaid, great inconvenience muſt 
nd change of miniſtry, at this criſis, when large fleets 

going out, and important expeditions begun; for if 
miniſters came, new meaſures would be adopted, which 
thought would be highly improper in our preſent circam- 
ces, when all that was wanting to enſure ſucceſs, was 
gion, ſpirit, and alacrity of execution, He ſaid, he ſaw 
fied ry, that the honourable gentleman who made the mo- 
„ was the miniſter on that fide the Houſe, and there- 
de would tell him fairly upon what condition he ſhould 
dis ſupport, whenever he came into office. The con- 
dad en was, that he would retraft two thirds of all he had evet 
| ince he had been in oppoſition, and diſavow every one 
bs preſent political principles. | 


ec de did not at all wonder at his warmly ſupportin the 
ua miniſtry, whoſe conduct ſo directly met his voltica 
Mons, for that it was the great charaRteriftic of the noble 
ben in the blue ribbon, and his adherents, to eat their 
and to renounce their principles. Having made the 
gr. of this turn, Mr. Burke went into an argument of re- 

of all that had fallen from Lord North and Lor 
rave ; he icularly attacked the former noble Lord's 
"ton, and ſaid, that it rather applied to the conduct 
ainiſtry, than to the conduct of his honourable friend 
v made the motion; that it ſeemed to be the favourite 
| Hh 32 , plan 


Mr. Vyner ſaid, he ſupported miniſtry, becauſe he hoped they Mr. Hier. 


hel Mr, Burke took the Honourable gentleman at his word, and Mr, Barks 
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plan of adminiſtration, to remove towns, in order to placed 
phants in their room; that they had burnt Norfolk, had h 
Old Falmouth, had burnt Eſopus, and meant to have hy 
Charles-town, merely to make room for the ſtables in why 
the noble Lord's elephants were to be placed. That then 
ble Lord's reply, in anſwer to his honourable friend's qu 
tion, reſpecting the equality of three angles of a triangle 
two right angles, was a mere tu quogue, the molt pitiful ꝶ 
that could be adverted to in contioverly. 
He then confirmed, by a variety of references to fach, f 
_ the noble Lord had not only broke his word to that Hou Mo, 
every fingle promiſe he gave, but likewiſe to the only du 
province in America, that of Nova Scotia, which cloſe 
with the offer made in the conciliatory propoſition of in 
"They had in their legiſlative capacity accepted of the ru It 
tion ; they had petitioned Parliament. Parliament had y 
their caſe into conſideration, and proceeded fo far as to c 
to reſolutions for the purpoſe of bringing in a bill. Al 
was actually ordered to be brought in; but was after 
never beard of. Thus, whether — — or the people 
Nova Scotia were concerned, the noble Lord in the blue g 
bon, in the language of his honourable friend, had acted i 
perhdy and deceit, How then was it poſſible for Ameria 
truſt eo the aſſurances of ſuch a man, or any promiſes ore 
gagements made by an aſſembly, whoſe Jeliberations X 2 
reſumed to ſway and direct ? To the Parliament of Oer 
Britain he had pledged himſelf upon his honour never tog 
broader conceſſions than thoſe contained in his conciliat 
propoſition, To the council and repreſentatives of thep 
vince, of Nova Scotia he held out the ſame propoſition, 
the baſis. of all future political connection between the pillWuce 
vince and the parent ſtate, On the whole, his Lordſhip d 
forfeited his word with the Britiſh Parliament. He hav i 
feced to the Thirteen United States what they refuſed to 
cept of; and had refuſed to grant to the loyal province co, 
Nova Scotia what he offered, and they were willing and 
mediately ready to accept of, 


—_— * 


„He laughed at the honourable gentleman's Mr. V 5 
mention of the exertion and vigour of miniſtry, ridict doy 
Lord North's perſonal character of iadolence, which, be ore 
as to be taken as the barometer of miniſterial exertion 
Ae vigour,” He <5} 1a that ſo far from aiming vt. 
the places of the preſent miniſtry, he knew not one gentles 
re on acl 
nary a principle ; that, in fact, adminiſtratian had but 
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ie country into ſo diſgraceful and deſperate à fituation, that 
r places were not worth, accepting, and were places of 
t danger. He concluded his ſpeech with giving his hear- 
| aſſent to the motion. | | TIE 2 
Mr: Dundas [Lord Advocate] began with ſaying, that if Mr. Da- 
was fair for oppoſition to impute charges of criminality, and 4* 
pes deſerving cenſure, to miniſters, it was equally fair 
bim to impute fimilar charges to oppoſition ; that oppoſi- 
n reſted their charges merely on unproved aſſertion; that, 
the contrary, the defence of miniſtry was founded on well- 
down and well-aſcertained facts; that our ſucceſs, fince the 
mmencement of hoſtilities with France, was an ample ju- 
beation of their conduct; that the trade of France was al- 
ft ruined, | by our repeated captures of their merchantmen 3 
at the capture of St. Lucie was an undeniable proof of the 
tivity of miniſtry, and the ſecrecy of their operations; that 
was laſt year one of thoſe who had differed greatly from 
viſtry in opinion, reſpecting the meaſure of ſending out 
mnifſionets to America; that he then thought it exceed- 
ly wrong to make any further conceſſion 3 he was now, 
wever, ready to acknowledge, that the miniftry ated moſt 
fel in that reſpect; the meaſure was highly neceſſary, and 
event of it ſhewed, that it was highly expedient and uſe- 
That ſingle occurrence had reconciled many jarring 
ions, and united moſt men in one ſentiment reſpefting 
derica ; the argument that they were fighting for freedom 
uld no longer hold; it was now evident, that there was a 
ei diſpuſt againſt this country in America; that the Ame- 
ans wiſhed to ſeparate from any conneCtion with us, and 
ud go any lengths to effect ſuch a ſeparation, When 
Ice made her treaty known by the reſcript delivered to 
id Weymouth by the Marquis de Noailles, he was per- 
=) convinced France did not imagine we ſhould commence 
ulities againſt her, but had been induced to believe that 
country was tired of the American war, and would be 
of any pretence for abandoning it, and acknowledging 
independency of thoſe colonies who called themſelves the 
Ited States, France had ſeen the difference, and he did 
doubt ſhe was heartily ſick of her treaty ; if ſhe were not, 
grous continuance of operations againſt her and againſt 
ca, would make both the one and the other wiſh for a 
tion of their treaty, America at preſent! owed more 
he could pay. Her debt was enormoum. The prefent 
ey were almoſt ſure of ſucceſs if they purſued the Ame- 
vu with vigour, which he hoped was their deſign, and 
In 
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in chat caſe he ſcrupled not to declare, that deſervey 
| ſupport of every ſubject. With — the preſs 
motion, it would be right, before any gentleman gave jj 
vote either for or againſt it, to recollect the preciſe daty 
the variaus tranſactions to which" it referted a circumſtina 
that had not been adverted to in the early part of the deben 
He tben —— out the days of the month, and the months i 
which ſ. D'Eſtaing failed; in which the orders were ( 
out to Philadelphia; in which Lord Howe ſailed from $i 
Hook in purſuit ef Monſ. D*Eftaing, and in which Adm 
Byron was diſpatched to follow Count D*Eftaing, inferriy 
from — that the preſent miniſters had acted wic 
proper degree of caution, activity, and vigour. 
. gary Sa roſe next, and fd, that notwithſtanding ; 
jeacy of his ſituation reſpecting the preſent queſtion, al 
the em t which be neceffarity feel in ſpeatin 
to a matter Which ſo nearly concerned himfelf, that he cou 
not fit ſilent after what had fallen from the learned and b. 
nourable gentleman who ſpoke laft, and the noble Lord wh 
had a ſeat at the admiralty- board. The noble Lord had fi 
that two ſhips had been ſent out to him, preyious to the f 
ing of Admiral Byron to America, It was very true, ti 
ſhips were ſent out, but not as a reinforcement ; on the en 
the ſhips were ſent out with expreſs orders to hint 
them back; the one of them brought the commiſi 
nero, and the orders reſpecting that ſhip were, if the commi 
ſioners found it neceflary to ſtay but a ſhort time in Americ 
they were to come back in the ſhip that brought them; 
they thought it proper for them to continue in the county 
ſhip was to be ſent home immediately, of the (li .” 
fize and number of guns; and the ſame directions were git 
reſpeQing the other ſhip; ſo that his fleet was not in thei 
reinforced by the two ſhips mentioned by the noble L 
When Philadelphia was evacuted, and he was ſailing do 
the Delaware, be was met by a packet from England, wile 
him advice of the deſtination of the fleet of Ma 41 
IYERaing,: and freſh inſtructions; the packet alſo told hit 65 
that ſhe bad within a fortnight been chaced for two dis! 
the French flcet, ſo that they could not be far off Sant 
Moak z at chat time he was preparing to comply with i 
orders he had {ately received, to diſpatch all his fleet but th 
ſhips on an expedition to the Weſt Indies. He was left 
grely in doubt, between his old and his new inſtructions, f 
latter not correfting or contradiQting the former; che e 
aAlinftances of affairs, however, induced him to confidef! 


fit 
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tion of the army, and to collect all the maritime force in 
ole ſens, to re both for his defence and for an attach 
Monſieur D*Eftaing, in caſe ſuch a matter appeared either 
n the firuation of the French fleet, or from circumſtances, 
viable, He ſaid, that had the French fleet got to | 
xk, all the naval force that England could ſend out, could 
t have ſaved the army, who muſt have been ftarved, as the 
avallers could not in that caſe have reached the port of 
iy York, and the ſupplies would have been effeAtually cut 
He mentioned the arrival of one of Admiral Byron's 
r. which brought him information, that the fleet was 
fined to New Vork, although his laſt inſtructions gave 
; tounderſtand that Admiral Byron's fleet were to rendeꝝ 
s at Halifax. His Lordſhip complained- greatly of the 
atment which he had experienced at the hands of the firſt 
| of the admiralty, and of the attacks on his charaQet 
ich had been made in the newſpapers, and which he had ne 
bt were encouraged by thoſe in power. He ſaid, he was 
that newſpaper writers were generally held in contempt; 
t he begged: leave to obſerve, that an officer's fame was ea- 
ſullied, and that it was a principle in mathematics, that 
ſmalleſt individual atom of matter might affect the mo- 
n of a large and powerful body. He conceived, where of 
ers, even if they had erred, had only erred in judgment 
ſhecting trifles, and had not been guilty of any fault eſſen- 
ly —— or detrimental to the general welfare of the 
e, it was the duty of miniſters to ſupport them, and bear 
| through againſt every attack. He conehided with af- 
Ing, that a reintoretment of five or ſeven ſhips, ought at 
Inte to have been ſent him as ſoon as the equipment of 
Toulon fleet was known; that had it not been for the 
vidential circumſtance of Count D*Eftaing's ſquadron 
Ing injured by a ſtorm, and the ſafe arrival of the packet 
ich brought him the news of the deſtination of the Toulon 
and enabled him to make ſome ſort of preparation, both 
ſeet and army muſt have fallen ſacrifices 3 for theſe rea · 
i dis Lordſhip ſaid he ſhould vote for the motion. 


pieclare, -4 That after adminiftration had received intel 
te concerning the deſtination of the Toulon ſquadron, he, 
Winiral, was of opinion, that the miniſters had done ere 
Wing in their power to afifſt Lord Howe zg that they bad 
ſorce ſufficient to ſend u fleet to the : that 


Gov, Jobnflone ſaid, that until he had hentd an hononrable Gov. 7% % 
ral [Admiral Keppel] in his place, upon a former de- fone. 


eee hays been 100 Jaws 66 ftp tp Toulon e 
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dron at the Streights mouth, after intelligence had been 
ceived of their ſailing; and to have ſent off a. ſquadron f 
North America,;-beforc it was evident, from the courſe D 
— held, that he was bound to North America, woy 
ve been equally wrong and imprudent ;. and that from 
moment the frigates arrived, marking D'Eſtaing's deſli 
tion, every diſpatch was uſed in ſending Admiral Byron, 2 
therefore reſpecting that tranſaction he could not blame then 
He then proceeded thus: I fay, before I beard this opigi 
ſolemnly delivered by ſo able an officer, who was then tt 
head of the fleet, and who was probably conſulted, ! 
entertained a doubt that adminiſtration were highly to bly 
in not previouſly ſending. a reinforcement of five ſhips of 
line to Lord Howe : undoubtedly, after ſo reſpectable an 
thority, gentlemen ought to weigh the circumſtances ye 
before they pronounce a cenſure upon the conduct of mig 
ſters, Who were ſupported by ſo able an opinion in the 
rangements they had made. But I, who do not forma 
deciſions on the mere opinions of others, and am not apt 
change my ſentiments, unleſs I am convinced by ſounds 
ument, do ſtill maintain, that adminiſtration ought to hy 
ent off five ſhips of the line to North America, the mom 
they received the intelligence that rendered it probable D} 
ſtaign was bound there, That intelligence, added to m 
other circumſtances, ſhewed to a degree of demonſtrati 
that the Toulon ſquadron could be bound to no other plat 
Mr. Deane, the agent for the Congreſs, was on board; 
Gerard, who had ſigned the treaty with the American de 
ties, was on board; much merchandize was embarked; | 
fate of our own fleet and of our own army were at ſtake; ! 
principal object of the war depended on preventing any 
effects which this ſquadron might produce in North Ame! 
without a timely reinforcement, and therefore every t 
called for the meaſure which I contend ſhould have K 
adopted; for although I am far from thinking the call 
uences would have been ſo fatal as the noble Lord fl 
poke laſt, and other gentlemen, have painted them in 
courſe of the debate, or that we were totally deſtitute q 
means of reſiſtance, if the ſquadron then under the com e 
of Lord Howe had been collected, as adminiſtration hier 
ſon to ſuppoſe, yet in that caſe the decifion would bave ye ® b 
Aae ubtful, and wu the chance againſi us, and upon any 
fayourable event, the blow would have been ſo (vere, il . 
i pot probable we ſhould have recovered from the eſfech , 10 
ring the war; and therefore the riſque was ſuch, that fe 
4008 1 | 
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nt men, having the conduct of national affairs, ſhould 
ave hazarded the conſequences, eſpecially when they had 


f deſtroying the Toulon ſquadron, But, Sir, I will always 


r 
un that were then propagated, and are ſtill propagated, with 
new to ſtop the vigorous exertions of government, of the 
en, WWreadful conſequences in caſe the French ſhould enter the 
hangel wirh a ſuperior fleet. For my own part, I have no 
ch dreadful apprehenſion from ſuch a meaſure ;'I wiſh I ſaw 
hem there with even four or five ſhips ſuperior, I would 
ve them this advantage to have the chance of more benefi- 
tal conſequences. I remember this ſituation, ſo much dread- 
, happened within my own memory. When I went-farſt 
ſea, in the year 1744, the French got as high as Dungeneſs; 
it the exertions at that time, as we ſhould find them again 
14 fimilar occaſion, ſoon fitted out old guard-ſhips, hulks, 
d every thing capable of bearing a battery, till we were 
ble to face them in fix or eight days. The enemy eſcaped 
miſmanagement ; but 1n caſe they had come to an engage 
t then, or ſhall ever venture a battle hereafter in the - 
h let it be remembered, that Nature has given us numerous 
Its in the Channel for the protection of the largeſt ſhips, 
ue the French on the contrary, as if Providence intended 


ner. As weſterley winds in general prevail, what then is 
become of diſabled ſhips in the event of a well-fought bat- 


ere I ſhould wiſh to ſee them ſafely lodged, entirely out 
the way of injuring us. | 
As I differ from the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt in almoſt 
= thing he has ſaid, I will conſider the heads of his diſ- 
ſeparately, and give my reaſons to the Houſe for this 
freement, His Lordſhip firſt alledges that no reinforce- 
nt was ſent to him, becauſe, of the two line of battle 
Ip mentioned by the noble Lord at the admiralty, one was 
ended to attend on the commiſſioners in caſe they th 


ent, were there; the * had a right to reckon upon 
M, 28 1t could not be ſuppoſed that either the commiſſioners, 
e failed in the Trident from England a week later-than 
Fo Filed from Toulon, or the Ardent, who failed 


* 


oth the means of avoiding it with certainty, and the chance 


e fair in my a 72 impute this delay to the unjuſt 


ſhould be the miſtreſs of the narrow ſeas, have not one 
from Uſhant to Graveline which a line of battle ſhip can 


b muſt run to Norway or Denmark, the very place 


Fer to return immediately, and the other was deftined to 
Ing his Lordſhip home; ſtill the two ſhips, Trident and 


Ta with 
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with the convoy a little before them, could poſſibly have kf 
the. ports of North America before the packet, which failed 
the gth of May, would announce the approach of the Freng 
ſquadron, and therefore they were {hips to be conſidered xs o 
the ſpot, to be uſed and depended upon as the event has pw- ei 
ved. Tbe admiralty had further reaſons to expect that th 
whole of Lord Howe's force would have been colle&e, 
eſpecially the two- decked ſhips, becauſe. they had ſent hiy 
Lordſhip very early notice of the ſailing of Monfieur 
Motte Piquet, and of the certainty. of a war with France ne 
in this caſe his force was far from being deſpicable. Wyo! 
the two: decked ſhips were not collected after two months ns 
tice, is a queſtion on which lam perſuaded his Lordſhip v | 
be able-togive very good reaſons; but bere I acknowledge [ire 
am ſpeaking from general information, without having ſee 
the particular orders tranſmitted to him, which his Lordi io! 
ſtates as being liable to two interpretations, and this brin 
me naturally to remark the improper mode of our preſent 
proceeding, in propoſing ſevere cenſures without bringing 
the whole of the evidence neceſſary to underſtand the tan 
action before us. I can vote upon the ſubject, becauſe | M ich! 
ſufficiently acquainted with the facts neceſſary to form def 
judgment, but I queſtion if an hundred members in th 
Houſe know the actual force Lord Howe: had under his cog 


mand, or the confidence the Admiralty could have that NN 
force would be collected, beſides many other circumſtam ut! 
that ſhould be in proof to form a judgment on the preſu de 
queſ tion. Ar uli. 15 egit dt.! 

The next point the noble Lord ſtates, and the honourable i 
gentleman who made the motion has inforced the ſame ag ac 


ment, is, that in caſe Monſ. D'Eſtaing had found our army 
Philadelphia, and our ſhips in the Delaware, that the na 
would have been ſtar ved, and the thipping deſtroyed, 1 
opinion is general throughout the nation; it has been fa chi 
ed by the friends of adminiſtration, to enſorce the wild | 


of their meaſure in abandoning Philadelphia ſo opportunaliild 
as they did. It has been agreed to by this fide of the He em] 
to maghify-the riſk which our flect and our army run by is 
bad management. But on this ſubject, as I may probably D 
on many others, I differ from them both. I maintain, of 1 


always have done, that the. abandoning , Philadelphia at Men I 
moment we did, was moſt fatal to our affairs in North- 

rica g and that ſuppoſing. no ſuch orders had been given, M tiv. 
Monſieur d Eſtaing had arrived off the Delaware as he Me fta 
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hat neither the ſhips in that river, nor the army at Philade- 
ia, run any riſk from that circumſtance, for ſix or eight 
eels at leaſt, by which time we muſt have been relieved from 
yy impreffions of reſtraint, by the navigation of that river 
Weng interrupted. Firſt, 1 ſay, that the navigation of that 

ver is ſo intricate, that " her 0 the buoys eut away, the 
eſt pilots of the country could not have traced out the chan- 
| to have aſcended the river with ſuch ſhips as thoſe under 
on, D'Eſtaing, in eight or ten days, Next I aſſert, that 


9. 
elt 
led 


ce Wore of the 74 or 80 gun ſhips, without being lightened, . 


ld have paſſed the flats, as the Trident went on ground 
nice at the top of high water, not from miffing the channel, 
it from the ſhallowneſs of the water, and this ſhip draws 
e feet leſs water than any of the French 74 gun ſhips. 
irdly, I aſſert, that ſuppoſing Monſ. D'Eftaing, with his 
hole force, had actually aſcended the Delaware, above the 
s, that all our ſhips, both men of war and tranſports, 
ld have been moved in ſafety above the chevaux de frize ; 
the tranſports could have been removed above the chevaux 
an ſrizc, and the ſhips of war moored in a half moon below, 
a flanking batteries on each fide the river, which was in 
eon of our army. We ſhould alſo have had the ad- 
utage of ſending fire ſhips down the ſtream among the epe- 
be river is not ſo broad as the Thames at Graveſend, 
8d D'Eftaing, after paſting through a hot fire in aſcending, 
uſt have been repulſed 1n the ſame manner which experience 
demonſtrated we were capable of doing by the late attack 
it. Lucia, where Admiral Barrington, with a very inferior 
e indeed, has ſhewn what men, not willing to deſpair, 
Laccompliſh, - For my own part, after ar e the 
ect on every point, again and again, I ny think, ſo far 
ang any danger by the direct application of the force of the 
my in — Dekirarhs that there was hardly any riſk from 
4 that could have been done by them, in that river, 
unit the reſiſtance of our ſhips and army; New-York 
ae d have been the place in danger. But it is always to be 
abered, if orders had not been given for leaving Phila- 
ua, our great ſhips of war would not have been in the 
Delaware, and therefore New York was equally capa- 
„ receiving the defence, which they actually did — 
J n D'Eftaing came off that port. So that on every alter- 
wy the tions of his force would have been equally 
„ de. But the noble Lord ſays, the army world ine 
c Olaſiaryed, To my knowledge x «Ah was five weeks pro» 
| Ii 2 viſion 


ly 
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viſion' for the army at Philadelphia, and ftill greater quantigg 
in the river-when we arrived there, tho' it had been determi 
ed to leave the place. If General Clinton had been to begigjy 
campaign in Pennſylvania undoubtedly he would have hu 
a larger ſtock of proviſions in ſtore there, and therefore h 
not a juſt argument to confound the conſequences of mimi 
plans. But as the caſe happened, five weeks proviſions coul 
without hardſhip, have been prolonged to ten. The feril 
countries of the Jerſeys and Pennſylvania, and the lower cou 
ties on the Delaware, would have been open to us, and all 
them abounding in proviſions. On the firſt movement of 
troops Waſhington muſt have croſſed the Suſquehanna, ax 
left all thoſe plentiful regions to our forage z even as matiet 
- then! ſtood, confining ourſelves to Philadelphia, withouty 
out- poſt, proviſions came into the town in the greateſt abu 
dance. I have heard much of the ſtarving, and various di 
treſſes which the army under went ſince I came to England 
but I was an eye 13 to no ſuch ſcenes of miſery; ont 
contrary, the moſt plentiful markets 1 ever beheld, were ze 
Philadelphia and New York. The troops lived as wel 
could be wiſhed, and rather in too great aboundanee for t 
hardy deeds of a ſoldier.” Things were dear, but not fr 


any want in the articles, but the great plenty of mn 
culated by ſuch a fleet and ſuch an army, with theit ſee 
attendants, * It is therefore clear, that we did not eſtapeti M 


bad conſequences that might be dreaded from the Tout 
fleet, from the orders which were given for abandoning Phi 
delphia ; on the contrary, the imminent danger, and geen 
riſk which we run, was from thoſe very orders; for I ail tc 
if D'Eſtaing had catched our fhips at the eritical mom ox 
after our army had abandoned Philadelphia, and when con 
were coming with the men of wit and tranſports ſtom Mate 
Delaware, the. blow would have been moſt diſaſtrous, 

can atiminiftration take any credit from thoſe orders withi 
feaving themſelves devoid of excuſe in the preſent queltiol 
for ſurely if they had ordered Philadelphia to be abat 

with a view to the operations of the Toulon fleet, or 
force'that might be fent by France, they are doubly crimit 
in not ſending timely reinforcements of ſhips to defeat! 
views of the enemy which they bad ſo clearly foreſeen : nc 
can ad mini ſtration claim the merit of the ſueceſs of the trot 
in the Weſt Indies as the good effecꝭ of chat ordet which 
learned Lord bad aſcribed to them, for in cafe thoſe trod 
had failed as was intended, half would have been in WF 
graves at this moment. They would have proceeded in! 


h 
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ane months at the moſt fickly ſeaſon. As the caſe has 
gened, they went in the moſt favourable ſeaſon for peform- 
thoſe vo „ and for active operations in that climate. 
yas equally willing the troops ſhould have been employed 
the Weſt Indies in the winter time as the learned Lord, but 
jy they might equally have done what they have now per- 
ved, and have acted four months in North America againſt 
revolted colonies at the moſt critical moment of our diſ- 
e, where retreat upon conceſſion was fatal to our cauſe. 
| ſhall now proceed to examine the ether poſitions laid down 
the noble Lord, and the ſubſequent conduct he held rela- 
tothoſe tranſactions, as far as they refer to the ſubject 
before us. I know howjuſtly high the character of the no- 
Lord ſtands for naval reputation; no man could eſteem it in 
gher degree than I did myſelf, before the tranſaction I am 
Ing to ſpeak of. Perhaps my diſappointment was the greater 
that account, and the eſtimate I made of the force of the 
ny, was leſs from the opinion I had of the vice-admiral 
commanded our fleet. I underſtand his conduct has re- 
d repeated applauſe from officers of high reputation in 
Houſe, while I was abſent from ſickneſs; but this ſhall 
prevent me from ſpeaking my own opinion freely on this, 
every other ſubjet. I have been told the two noble ad- 
$ have been pouring incenſe on each other's heads in 
copious ſtreams, I agree they ſtand in the moſt 
light on account of their former ſervices; and I alſo 
r with my friend below me, that in caſe any miniſter has 
A guilty of any improper conduct, that has driven ſuch. 
I from the ſervice of the ſtate at this critical moment, when 
exertions of all good men are ſo much wanted, to repel 
common enemy, that ſuch a miniſter ſhould feel the in- 
mation of this Houſe, and of his country at But 
t hould appear on the other hand, that any ſet of military 
, in their ſeveral pretenſions, are become too high for the 
| hope there is ſtill left in the nation virtue and ſpirit 
dent to repel ſuch claims, and ability enough to be found 
+ 4+ port to reſiſt the power of our enemies, if 
were . 4 | K 7 
miniſtration has certainly great credit in diſpatching the 
pickets from Falmouth, 4— noble Lord — of 
liling of the Toulon ſqadron, and the packet that did arrive 
America having fallen in with that ſquadron : from every 
Kuler which the captain related, it was evident to me, 
Jnd 2 doubt, that they were bound to ſweep the coaſt of 
ea, from Virginia northward, . 


| 
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The packet arrived the 29th of June, and certainly g 
ſueĩent time for ebery preparation to de made for recei 
the enemy, who did not arrive off New York till the] 
of July. Whether thoſe preparations were made, or gf 
wiſe, is a queſtion 1 Hall not now enter into.—1I mean x 
ſent only to take notice of ſome aſſertions in a pamphler#y 
has been cireulated wich great induftry, as preparatory tot 
lead our 7 fn the queſtion of to-day. I ſhal 
but very quotations, ſo the Houſe need not be alam 
leſt I Thould read the whole, as was done by another pin 
let in a former debate. — *y 
This performance I can hardly attribute to the noble li 
to whom it relates: it is too fulſome flattery for me tg 
poſe be had any ſhare: in it, or that he can give it thek 
countenance” now; nor ſhould IT have envied his Lo 
any of the'praiſes beſtowed by fo idolatrous an author, if 
bad not taken notice of fo inſignificant a perſon as myl 
and” miſrepreſented my opinions. His patron might | 
enjoyed the glory of making a bridge of boats to pals 
army over the fill that ſeparates Sandy Hook from 
main, with the aſſiſtance of all the boats from fifty fil 
pendants, four hundred 'tranſports, and two hundred: 
boats, without my interference, I am willing the H 
Hould *underftand this marvellous work was equal to 
thing in ancient ſtory, and even ſuperior to Czfar's bri 
over the Rhine; but in that part which reſpects myſe 
cannorTfo eaſily ſubmit. The author begins by making 
apology for} obtruding on the public The rough vu 
Hſhed lan of 'a ſeaman, little verfed in the elegid 
of com 7 and unambitious of the praifes of 2 bfi 
dition, or the ſmooth flow of well-rounded periods.” 
ſhall read but one quotation more of this flowery turgid] 
Tortmante, in order toſhew that this pamphlet could neve 
the production of any ſeaman. In page 34 he ſays, “ 
eſty itſelf Was brought forward to favotir the deceit, i 
having been firſt deceived, and every meretricious attißc 
pomp and ſhew put in practice to cover our weakneſz, i 
the hands of our ſtate quacks. The nation aſſumed the! 
and trunſient flaſſi of a- conſumptive patient, while ſhe 
guiſhed interiorty, and her whole frame was menanced.\ 
peru eee 
Aten hearing ſuch bombaſt, I ſappoſe the Houſe are" 
cientſy able to judge whether any rough ſeaman Was & 
cerned in this Harrativyv mee 
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* Candid Narrative of the TranſaQions of the Fleet, under the comme 
Lord Howe in America. 


de author, after ſtating. the miſerable, lamentable, 'af- 
nened ſituation in which we. were placed at New York, 
zeds in ſayings page 15, Yet a gentleman, who at that 
abtruded himſelf into the ſociety. of. thoſe officers,” who; 
ir company, was the loudeſt: in bewailing our deplora- 
dation, and the deſperate card Lord Howe was forced to 
-hoſe invectives againſt the firſt lord of the Admiralty, 
dently; deſigning, by a delay of ſuccours,” to deſtroy or 
the vice admiral, were the moſt pointed and virulent. 
gentleman now. helitates not to aflert, that Lord Howe 
ed a ſuperiority over the French commander, and ſhould: 
watable to the public for not having availed himſelf 
ſuperiority. - I write not from the information of the 
leſs editor of the Morning Poſt, That he hath hazarded 
ertion to men in power, I know from the moſt reſpe&=: 
authority. Vet this man. was once a fea officer! Ihe 
of both fleets lie before the public; let them anſwer this 
n upright commiſſioner, than experienced: captain. Nor 
Governor Johnſton be offended if his aſſertions on this 
| be eſteemed, by the writer of this narrative, ſo raſh 
ignorant as to deſerve no other refutation than what muſt 
to the meaneſt capacity—to thoſe who are the leaſt con · 
in navy matters. I he ſame liſts ſhall ſtand in oppo- 
, even to higher authority, to the authority of the great 
who ſo worthily preſides over the navy department. For 
from his place in Paliament, when called upon offici« 
bo quiet the fears of the people, bluſhed not to have 
& ta miſinformation and falſchood.” | war 
by, Sir, I aſſert, before you and the whole world, that 
i here imputed to me by the author of this pamphlet is 
I never obtruded myſelf into the ſociety of any ſet 
jen; the moment I heard the French fleet had appeared, 
woht it my duty to go down to Sandy-Hook in the night - 
ſr my poor ſervices; neither did I ever bewail ur de- 
le ſituation from the > (rg of the French ſqua- 
coming on the coaſt of America. I thought it a — 
altance, _ I expteſſed that ſentiment to all with whom 
Eid. I am glad I did not know the imminent danger 
ve in until I came to this city, the center of all true 
ace, otherwiſe I might have paſſed more uneaſy hours. 
deny, that ever I aſſerted that Lord Howe had a ſupe- 
aer the French ſquadron when they appeared uff the. 
New York. If the noble Lord can remember unyl 
that paſſed; between him and a perſon of ſo little cbaſe- 
* 33 myſelf, he muſt know, that ſo far from entertaining 
| | that 


„„ A. 1 
chat ſentiment, when the noble Lord talked of going oy 
che harbour to give n 
. pot oh Juſhcicateforce to hazard an engagement; buf 
with: a proper diſpoſition. of his force, be 

f the entrance of the haf 
Wbeg I. ſaid..then, and 


that 1 aſſert now, is, that aſi 
Junctian af the of 74 guns, the Reaſombleg 
the Renown:of go, and the Centurion of 30, all heavy 
_ ſhips, Lond Howe was equal, if not appr, + in force i 
Fach fausdran. E give it alſo as my jr by we — 
better, judgments, that when his aſhip 
and, thaugh he did not take the whete of th his 
him, that be Was fully equal to Monſieur D' Eſtaing 
4 the following manner: —ähis fleet was the 
g that-ever went to fea, commanded by brave, 
_- avs Lofficers ; the French 22 ill manned and fickly; 


— damaged upon enteri returning through the be 
bhatstries en Rhode l I hall read the lift 42 
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7 Cones 1 for the Fantaſque of 64 
* * 'of - O 20 3 * telt we | 
. own of 50 12 24 for the Sagittaire of. . 50 
* err [Io and 18 pounders,* 
bit may be ſaid, although Lord Howe had a ſuperiority, 
be addition of his heavy frigates; yet it was impoſſibl 

he ey could be brought to act in the Acpodbias in hich I 


placed them. is I admit, but at the ſame time 1 
mend, that Lord Howe had a complete line of heayy ſhips 
fable of lying along- ſide che French ſhips, and in half an 
action, every one knows the line of battle muſt be 
ken, when all the frigates could come to have ated to the 
hoſt of: their force. Tf this is not admitted, it would be 
poſſible for Lord Howe, or any other officer, to have a- 
led himfelf of the advantage of any number of larger ſhips ; 
luppoſing his frigates Had all been fifty-gun ſhips, ſtill no 
ter number than the ſhips oppoſed to the enemy's line can 
a the beginning, until hey are broken and ſcattered, 
iich muſt always happen, as I ſaid beſore, in half an hour, 
every ſea e ment, The generality of, mankind are 
jfounded in their opinions by the weight of metal, and 

number of guns ſtated, without knowing the real circum- 


Lom Howe had, befides theſe, the Nautilus floop of 18 guns, 
reals and Thunder bombs, Strombolo, Sulphur, a Volcano fire- 
i _ row gallies, and two th ee befides the HO. 
able of mounti ns, and aQually carrying 44 giins, le 

andy Hook; — de Nabob, and Supply, two old E ladis 
Is, taken into his Majeſty's ſervice, and mounting 36 guns each, 
| 236 men, who failed with the fleet, but which-Lord Howe 
to the Weſt Indies, If too wea why leave the Leviathan 
nd ? Why detach the Nabob and Supply? Will any ſeaman 


hint of the line? But the oc was diſmaſted and loſt 
T rudder in the ſtorm. The Marſeilles was diſmaſted in the 
lt, The Cæſar was beaten by the Iſis, and driven to Boſton. 
Monmouth of 64 guns, another of B uadron, | 


cher in the open ſea for eight days, where he raiſed jury maſts, 


a confeſſedly ſo ſuperior a force. 


that the ſhips, as th are arranges, can deemed inferior in 
an 


ſc 
ved Lord Howe at Sandy Hook on the 18th, yet D'Eſtaing lay 


tin twenty leagues of Sandy Hook. Lord Howe waited from 
17th to the 24th of Auguſt before he followed, though he had 
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| n-ſhip-ont of difference tween the aß 
os ds Wel r 2% Hor fo much 2x people imagine, 


aud are often i in the way of voting the Jp. Relpefting 


not extravagant. 
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og thoſ appare t diſproportian $8. I reckon u 
by — Ho <7 nber a ny ſeventy vo 


erally; count the Aifferenpe of ten · guns, but in ad 
diff 2 upon the real eſfſeſent Pattesde is wy two-guns 
tht reſt arifes from he Fus on the quarter-deck and for 
caſtle, Which are fight, and are not of ſuch conſequene 


1 1 'of metal, 1 think the Engli 2 
2 Advantage over. the, French ſeventy · four. Exper 
ence has” convinced me, that the French thirty-fix pour 
770 dur forty=two pounder) is a gun chat cannath 
ee quick. Whatever gun is above the fy 
loaded by one man to a ſpunge, and breeched ab 
by one . to a handſpike, I eſteem top large for e 
believe the eighteen and twenty-four pounders, which 
our fixty-four gun-ſhips carried, to be the ficeſt guns for 
im a cl Engagement ; the quickneſs of their fire, and h 
deere * chem well and eaſily, does more tha 
the difference of 925 a when A hit. 
- ſay this will be the caſe in an en ent like Mt 
152 r, on ee racks, where the came 0p fe 
emy * tune to load again they me 
Here che heavy grape ſhot Joes great miſchief to ths fam 
rigging.” I ſpeak” ot a cloſe engagement on the ſame tack, ii 
2 ufbl Manger, I ** N that one of our new fi 
with twelve and twenty four pounders, is neat 
bs a French ney four. What happened in ü 
nent ion will vindicate my - inion. The Iſis, en 
= work of the ffty-gun ſhips of Lord Howe's fe 221 
= with the Oar, | the. $inel} f 3 of DE. 
an. 


r in a fair en n the [ks be 


praiſe is . que to the captill 
— — Ade las, for this extraordinary 51 5 
action, bat it ſhews at the fame time that in Harbor $ 4 
The er, one of our fe a 
tl manned, has lately bad By engagement wit 
of fixty J. er Loc: 93 the 1 Abe ba — been fav _ 
my opini e battle was drawn with ut any claim f 
: ed the Erench ſhip. 1 could give man) pott * 
of naval engagements, that my opinion i is part 
by orperience; nor do I know any iiiſtaned where it can de 
gontradicted upon 7 trial that has been made. But fi 


Heuly win opſerve, ic: the liſt of the ſquadrons which or” 
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ad, that no ſuch diſproportion of force exiſted, betauſe atiy 
ference. that may appear in the ſhips of the line, | was fully 
mpeafared by the.afhſtance they would derive from the fri- 
rs, WS which were of two decks, and one ¶ thꝭ Vigi- 
an ed India ſhip, of twenty twenty - four pounders. 
|| the others, excepting che Sphynx, were heavy metal fri- 
kies, ok chirty-ſix and thirty-two guns, carry ing twelve 
wonders on their main battery. Theſe, Sir, are the opi⸗- 
ons which I am ready to avow, but Which I ſhould not 
ue offered to the Houſe, if the pamphlet I have read had 
quoted them untruly, I acknowledge I have fre 7 
rated theſe ſentiments to all my acquaintance, here 
dd at New York, but I have never preſſed them upon any 
the members of adminiſtration, with whom T have had 
er; little converſation on the ſubject, and whenever I have 
tentioned them to others, I have always ſpoken-my ſenti- 
ents as I do now, with due deference for the character of 
ke noble Lord, and a proper diffidence in my on 
ent: at the ſame time I have a certain conviction in my 
n mind of the truth of what I advance. as 

Tam ſtill at a loſs to know whether the noble Lord himſelf, 
y thought his ſquadron was inferior in force to that of 
beter IVEftaing. I have never heard this aſſerted by 
by officer who ſerved in the fleet. I have always heard 
Aledged, that his Lordſhip was manceuvering/for the 
ad meant to give D'Eſtaing battle, but was pre · 

gaby the ſtorm. f | 

dis opponent, which would have proved his ſuperiority ; 
I fincerely believe this would have been the caſe had the 
d ſquadrons engaged, | i 2 

do all the dreadful conſequences of famine, or ſurrender 
Ft army, which the noble Lord has enumerated, fi 
tf Moofieur D'Eftaing had got poſſeſſion of Sandy-Hook, 
nor ſubſcribe to them in the extent he has ſtated, I 
Fe been informed, that by driving Long Hland there would 
Fe been found fix months ſubſiſtence for the troops, beſides 
E Y2rious means of obtaining ſupplies through the ſound, 
ile the blockade of the port could not have continued with- 
Crelief, above fix ot eight weeks at moſt. 

io the manner in which this motion has been | 
I hotonrable friend who thoved. it, although I vote 
bum on the queſtion being put, yet I cannot agree in the 
done he has given to indiice others to Joi ith ug. I. vote 
e reaſons I have given myſelf, kb gt or any he has 
rd; indeed I cannot . 


I 
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f ſo, I conclude, he expected to de- 
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ook, 
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ble friend, who is the cloſeſt reaſoner I ever knew; and 


day. He adwits that his premiſes are falſe; and yer he fy 


words in tlie firſt letter; and I can declare for one, it i 
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moſt accurate relater of any fact in the courſe of his argumeg 
has, in my apprehenſion, failed in both theſe particulars 


that thoſe wha voted on the former queſtion, and the men 
bers of adminiſtration in. particular, who alledged ye h 
forty-two ſhips of the line ready laſt ſpring; are bound to 
with him now, or, in other words, all that voted the offi 
way before, are hound to vote the other way now. Tf 
a curious method of obtaining a majority, and notwithſtandy 
the explanation of this figure of rhetoric by his eloque 
friend, that we are catches in the two horns of a dile 
acknowledge my ſtupidity in not comprehending the fort 
this manner of reaſoning, or the propriety of a motion car 
ing, from a man who admits the principal fact, on which 
founds his concluſion, to be falſe. My argument is dif 
rent; for I maintain, whether we had forty-rwo ſhips off 
line ready, or a leſſer number, the ſafety of our army, 
the ſecurity of our affairs in North America, demanded 
ſhould have run the riſk of ſending off a ſmall detachment Wis 
Lord Howe. I; 
be matter of fact which my honourable friend has n 
noted, reſpects the propoſals for the baſis of treating, int 
rſt letter from the commiſſioners to the Congreſs. Al 
ſtating that the commiſſioners had renounced all, which! 
the bye, is the beſt reaſon I have heard for his favou 
doctrine of yielding independence; he alledges we had fpt 
fically offered a free trade with all the world. Now 1 
words" of the commiſſioners letter upon that article is, 
extend every freedom to trade, that our reſpe&ive inter 
can require ;” by which it is plain, the ſubje& was open 
a full diſcufiivn of the Congreſs. mew. 
It is true, in a ſubſequent declaration which I did not 
the other commiſſioners ſay they were authoriſed and 
ſirous to extend every freedom to trade.“ 4. 
But this enumeration has a clear reference to the pI; 


was my intention to admit of foreign ſhips trading © 
ports of North America; but I meant, as far as our pe 
extended, to remove every unneceſſary clog on the ch 
merce of the Americans, many of which reſtraints I h 
"to-exalt without any benefit to this nation 
Before I ſit down, there is one word: in the motion, m 
Iſhall move to zmend; it it the epithet groſs. I. tin 
mation will run in a more dighified pafliamentary ſtile u 
out it, and I hate groſs epithets in public proceedings. 


TH 
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ad ed to the other motion that is, to follow, I cannot con- 
e upon what principle of conſiſtency it can be moved by 
lame perſon who propoſes the preſent motion. I cannot 
opinion, that the miniſters avere to hlame, for not ſending 
et to Gibraltar, and a reinforcement to North America at 
e A ame time. They ought to have dong the one or the other, 
mit, but not both 3 and whoever moyes a cenſute on their 


he Muc, ſhould chooſe which of the two he prefers, as the 
This ure they ought to have adopted. I ſhall therefore hope, 
andu bondurable friend will not offer his. laſt, motion to the 
que ese, or in caſe he does, that it may be rejectee. 


orcet gentleman had thrown out relative. to the pamphlet, it 
pretty evident he either thought that he had been con- 
med in writing it, or that it was ritten with his cogni- 
„ce: he aſſured the honourable gentleman, that neither 
of iche caſe; he had not ſeen nor had he, heard of the pam - 
till ĩt was received by him at his country-houſe ;:he 
|, however, guels at the author, for whom he would ſay 
nem much; that his aſſertjon relative to the honourable gen- 
man, was ſo far near the truth, that when he was in Ame- 
a, he had been told that the-hoangurable,, gentleman had 
fad, he thought him ſuperior in force, to Monſicur 
N The honourable gentleman had now declared. to 
Houſe, that his fleet Was excellently manned. He beg - 
leave to aſſert the contrary ; his fleet was very far from 
we well manned; it was true, when the alarm of the Toulon 
adroh being near the Hook was firſt given, all ſorts of 
ons, many who had been to ſea, and many who had ne- 
been on. ſhip-board, came down with the greateſt alacrity, 
V offered their ſervice on board the fleet; he ſhould be un- 
teful in the higheſt degree, if he did not give them infi- 
credit for their ſpirited conduct on the occaſion; but he 
ould be unworthy to hold a naval command, if he deemed 
ps fo filled, ſhips well manned. The conſequence proved 
or each time he put to ſea, and ſailed after D'Eftaing, 
ck increaſed amazingly, and he was: obliged to land 


u, once upwards of 360 at a time, in order for their re- 
peng ey, and to prevent thoſe. who were well on board the fleet 
g being encumbered, in caſe of an action, which was 


| Ut they: expected every day. Indeed as he went out ex- 
* ay to fight D'Eſtaing, and as the fleets were on the point 
ag, when Monficur D'Eftaing ſuddenly. altered his 
"ny and bearing away to the ſouthward, was ſoon, from 

ate of the weather, out of ſigbt, the honourable gen- 
Man had no right to ſay, that every thing was 2 
Sh 2 ar 


una, WY Lord Howe roſe to reply; he ſaid, from what the honoura+ Lord Howes 
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that the nature of affairs would admit, w'bring the To 
ſquadron to action. 419341 Hoy Ho lying © & 
He- „ mdeed, Ane e preteen bad q | 
the for ſome time; but that a man who had e 
been in it, ſhould have ſo totally Hat ideas of it, © 
to talk of cut a line ef batte with rige 
"wwe heavy hne of the enemy 6f much pech 
ſhips ! did not know what term to give to fuch 8% 
— The gentleman had talked of fifty and fixt | 
being equal to ſeventy- fours; 41 0 that a afl 151 f 
a frigate, could beat a large thip. Poſdly, 
| Loomis, in a fingle engagement: and Poffibly ally 
ip might ſingly engage a much larger one with ſi 
ct; by the ſuperior gallantry ntry of commanders and met 
But to one this reaſoning, uncertain in the caſe ee 
Nance ries ment in a great line of l 
fo who knew what a line of bat 
s; for — in fuck a dee, the frigares probably could! 
act 25 all; and the ſmaller veſſels certainly with increaſed d 
I " againſt the combined and greatly mult! ed for 
of 'thie hne. ** 2 A 
"His Lordſhip took notice of the” infinuation, of; 
100 for the fate, His Lordſhip affured the e 5 
n felt more ardour to ſerve his country than he & 
derbe begged „ chat as men of confideration and honour, tht 
— 2 * cireumſtances of the caſe he ſhould ſup 
Fan officer who accepts a command, in Ames 
ſappae, is thwarted, diſappoĩnted and deceived in that cot 
mand by the miniſter” for the American department; if 
officer who is appointed to a naval command, meets with of 
_ but -fiegle&s/ and injuries from the admiralt ; if 2 | 
of that department ſers all his power again allth 6 
and charaRer of that officer. I can prove what * 
and will go into the proof whenever the Houſe pleaſes. 
The honourable gentleman bad aſſerted that New Vi 
wãs abſe to defend i afar; chat the fleet might have been ba 
uf the river, and the banks lined.with men to annoy thee 
my, and at leaft kerp them off till Admiral Byron camel 
the aMftance- of the whole; New Vork, the mere . 
New Vork, Was totally out of the queſtion'; 5<t was not“ 
a moments hepa ate the arm r vs the object to be t 
cute of, and if the fleet hat been 5 le river, W% 
ws t become of all the n une rom 356 
Beirvigand elſewhereg ' of the pat lets, ah e d * 
veſſels daily det Nr _ 
JET for? _ v9 1203 6 


_ 
3 
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mm _DETMAT'E'S ; - an 
I Lordſhip concluded, I feel myſelf profeſonally called 
n;—but-L; ſhould not mention my rank in the ſervice, 
Aude to any little abilities or exptrience I may poſſeſs in 
if 1 could not ſupport my opinion by argument, and ap · 
for its undeniable. certainty to every ſeaman who knows 
it ſervice is. I can, therefore aſſure the gentleman, that 
ak Howe will not apply to Captain Johnſtone to in- 
& bim in the elements of. his profefion. - 
overnor Jobnſfan- in reply, declared, although he was no Governor | 


ſt than Captain Jabkmftone,, that he would nor give up his Jeb. 
1 Wecience to Admiral Howe, or any other admiral: whatever; 
* hail ſeed a» in uchi ſerd ice as the noble Lord; and had been ; 


morecbattles. | What he had offered relative to the affair 

ea the Engliſh and French fleets, on che arrivat of 

"SS later off Sandy Hook, he ſubmitted to the Houſe as his 

won; an opinibn not- ically formed, but founded 

profeional yr ers nothing that had falled from the 

he Lord had afforded him the leaſt reaſon ſor altering his 

ens; and be fo far differed from the noble Lord, that 
a refuling to ſerve in this moment of public exi- 

be would take any command that ſhould be offered 

un; many gentlemen in that Houſe well knew that at 

dommencement of the American war, be would not have 

ü ee of any employ again that country, .becauſe he 

it the war unjuſt in its end, and opreflive in its prin- 

and mode of carryihg on; the caſe was now materially 

ted; this country had done every thing which became 

to convince America of her readineſs: to act, reſpecting 

United States, with lenity, with moderation, and with 

. France had perfidiouſly broken her treaties and ſe- 

ed America into an offenſive league againſt Great Bri- 

in ſuch a criſes, it behoved every man who felt properly 

— hr hondur of his country, to ſtep forward and 

thivfervice 3 he-for dne was ready to exert his utmoſt 

es in any capacity that government might think proper 

apoy him. If his country called for his ſervices, fo far 

tempting to preſcribe the condition on which he would 

de would accept even the command of a bumboat 

ad Grorge Germain avowed having himſelf altered the Lord C 

Mion'of Byron's ſquadron from Halifax to New York, —— 

ring himſelf fent the diſpatches by packets, inſtead of 

Wniports under convoy, both which alterations he ac- 


ron che grounds of neceſſity and ſound policy. 
t Lordſhip ſaid that miniſtry had been deceived by Mon- 
* a Mothe Piquet, and that Monſieut Gerard's going on 


Ia ſhip of the Toulon ſquadron might be a mere feint, 
Pught not by any men in office to be-admitted as an vn- 
doniable 


ö 
| 
' 
| 
| 
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| Col. Barre. 


General 


Sir Jebn 


Mirotteſſey. 


Mr. F. „ 


that this country was by any means bound to ibide 


had Gefcribed to abound in America, he had often expele 
the greateſt difficulty to obtain even the neceſſaries ol 
He likewiſe had never heard of the quantity of bread; 
fix months proviſions on Rhode _ which-the haßt ; 
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deniable probt that; the fleet were deſtined for America, } 
Lordſhip: ſpokeitathe:condu&t of the commiſſioners, - anj 
contradictton to what Mr. For had ſaid, in bis opening, 
nĩed that. the commiſſionats had given up every thi 

He acknowledged, that the ſituation of public aan 
ſuch as — neceſſary to make concefions to Am 
ca; but ſince the Congreſs had rejected thoſe terms, and oy 
mitted their cauſe to the — of. war, he did =__ i 


terms, ſhould an «oy ing out pare entitle us to wh 
better terms. 1 WMI 

Colonel Barre charzel ae noble Lund in the blue ril 
and bis coadjutors, with aiming, like aſſaſſins, at the ” 
Admiral Keppel. He 4drew..a; patallel between Goren 
Johnſtone's having ventured to. hald u profefiicha} cini 
in oppoſition to the judgment of Lord Howe, ant ln 
Pallifer's calling. in e conduct of his comm 
afficer, Admiral Keppel. enn 
eneral Comtaycſaid be thoughb tha noble Lord's aſſerti 
thas this :xountry was not bound teiabide hy her terms of | 
year, was a moſt alarming declaration. He ſaid he fay 
clearly that ſuch an ion might do infinite miſchieh 
he hoped the noble Lord would ſay ſomething in paliat 
and not ſuffer an aſſertion, hich tended» to inſinuse 
this country had no lſinceriĩty, and? never meant to keep 
faith, to r | 
where it great alarm, and 
encreaſe the animoſnies that at preſent fu ray comer 
two cduntties. After diſcufling both : fades of the caſe, 
General {aid he thought he could not with pO 
and reaſon, avoid giving bis vote for the motion. 

Sir John Wrott ———ů nods litle mare 
what: — v4 gentleman over the way [Gon 
Johnſtone] had ſaid, relative to the great plenty whis 
faw at Philadelphia When he was thete. That he had! 
felf ſharedin the diſtreſſesof the and iii far e 
the luxuries of the table, whi En 6 honourable gent . 


gentleman had talked of. 10 

Mr. Fox laughed at Governor ohnftone's ided of mi c 
a ſmall ſhip and a frigate againſt a French eighty, and fi 
the doctrine that ſmall ſhips were more powerful thao! 
ſhips of the line, and which carried a heavier well 


- 
— —_— 
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. ; abſervjn chat if the fact were as the honourz 

0 ie, (that. a 3 gun ſhip of ours, Was eq 
airs ba) by's parity'of reaſoning, our frigates were 
wol 42 Hip in point of tonnage and ſize of 
** any in the DEE and that Lord Torrington, Lord 
von, Lord Hawke, 155 other ſeamen who had Dogs 5 
| 0 e miralry, b Ine 15 iouſſy . and 5995 | 
public money in d ul n ſhips, | 
Sa ö % uy 
2 Houſe divided on the firſt motion ; for 1 a 35 z Win 


«Pp 42 1 Marth 23 and 25. 
No debate. 
or - March, 26. 


Mr. Hart W 40 That it be an green + to Mr, Hartley. 
mittee, that they do not provide for the ſum of $35,701! 

74d. one of the articles the exiraordinaries of the army, 

frred to the ſaid committee, as applied and inveſted in the 

| b of Spi paniſh and Portugal.c coins for the uſe and ſervice 


have Made à further enquiry into the Expenditure of the 
16, and vouchers have been preſented to this Hauſe, rela- 
ticgew,”” He prefaced his motion with an argument re- 
Aug the nature of the eſtimate of the extraordinaries of 
ny then on the table. He ſaid that there were 700 
dals in the ſervice and pay of this country, of which 
midi hiftry - togk not the ſmalleſt notice; that in fact * 
hod vas to come year after year! to that Houſe, and ; 
flouſt to vote immenſe ſums without ever 
thbw thoſe ſums were . That © Lee it like 
the incials, conceatin the 

pang he e — tent Britain- therefore, 
rhſtance/o ae sede A phy 
the proper | parliamentary mode of rofuſing ant 
86 money: till he knew how what had been ae k 
bapplicd. .leucomplained that the army 3 
duſted for full fifreen years adcer the money was voted 
far ghevarmy! eis e 1 (9 SE! 
ard Notch daid-thatitiwas vapalkibleto erg nogounts Lord North. 
lic expenditure, forithey had tn not themſelves, - 
louly accounts. that they cbuld giwe Parliament was an av- 
u of the iſſues of the money. That she commander. in 
atem far it, and applied it. T bat the Houſe well knew 
ad many Proviacials io ouraſerviceand. hay. That the 
Ent ne 45g was 7000, and he heartily wiſhed there were 
ol, XI. L | more, 


228. 
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more. That they were the beſt ſoldiers for the American f 
vice; they coft us nothing tranſporting, and they made t 
ſo much ſtrength 12 from the enemy, which was a 0 
ble advantage. He affured the honourable gentleman, toil 

miniſters us ibtention of keeping the knowledge of the 
_* _ from Parliament. That he verily believed it would bet 
moſt difficult thing to conceal an army, and that go an 
bad been concealed ſince the time of Mr. Bayes, in the I 
hearfal. ” He 'acknowledged Parliament had a right to an x 
count, us ſoon as it could be made out, of the application 
the money voted for the extraordinaries of the army, but 

| ſhould de obliged to oppoſe the preſent motion. 

Sir Alam Sit Adam” Ferguſſon did not approve of the motion, becu 
Tera he thought it premature, but he ſaw the neceſſity of appoin 
- -- Ing committee to confider of ſome better and ſhorter mx 
_ thod of ſtating and paſſing'the public accounts. 

Generdl © General Conway was of the ſame opinion. 
Sic Ps Sir Philip” Jennings Clerke ſaid, he could prove, by ni 
ennings nelſes "whom be could bring to the bar, that the u 
ke. Lord had not accepted of the loweft terms that were off 
him for furniſhing the camps with hay, oats, and bread, | 
ſummer; he accepted of the higheſt terms. He could not pl 
in favour of this, that the reſpectability of the man wu 
cauſe of his predeliction, ſince very high and loud complali 
had been made againſt him from every quarter. NV 
other inſtances of a fimilar nature he could prove at the 

| of the Houſe, if permitted, EF 

Col, Barre. Colonel Barr recalled to the attention of the Houſe! 


= 


rum contract, which was not, he ſaid, the only point 
criminality, that came out in the committee appointed 
year againft the noble Lord, but that of itſelf was ſuſhi 
to have induced that Houſe to have ated much more loin N 
ly in the matter. He could not help thinking it ſtrange ne 
- his Lordſhip, in the very firſt contract he ever made, ih 
be ſo impoſed upon as to buy an article at 45. 4d. to be 
livereg in Jamaica, which he could have 1 in L 
don free of all charges, at 2s, 2d, + Yet ſuch, he = 


_+ ,. » #he-condutt of the noble Lord; and notwithſtandi 


dent impoſition on the part of the contractor, after à © 
tain time, inftead of finding his miſtake, he only cov" 
it. After a ſtill greater time he doubled the ſecond, 0 
time had no other effect upon his mind but in making 
ſquander greater ſums of the public money, 
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Lord North ſaid, he muſt defend his conduct with reſpe LA. wth. 
the contract for rum; it was made during the receſs of 
veaſury, at a time of the greateſt urgency, and when he 
Id not have ſufficient opportunity to make. the neceſſary 
ies into the prices at market; the articles were want- 
for. the army immediately; he therefore thought that 
aking the rule of the navy- board for his line of con- 
R, be could not do wrong, . of which, however, he was 
tirely ignorant: he did ſa, and made the bargain at 48. 4d. 
me time afterwards, a ſecond, bargain was made with the 
we gentleman, at the ſame price, for a larger quantity; 
er this, the commander in chief in America made a 
id contract with him; ſome time after, when it was taken 
in the Houſe, it came out that the navy contract included 
articles, and that rum was not more than three ſhil- 
gs; upon which the former contracts were referred to ar- 
5 Te In Al 18 E . that Mr. Atkinſon 
poſed u im; he upon him as a v roper 
2 the contract. . | that 
enjoyed, he had at firſt had the uſual.mercantile commiſ- 
of two and an half per cent. he had not now more 
u one and an half, He concluded with ſaying, that 
ie aſſertions. were true, upon his honour ; that he wiſhed 
x judged by them, and was willing to ſtand or fall by their 


N. 225 13” | 74 1 

Colonel Barre ſaid, he would take the noble Lord at his Col. Barrf. 
, joined iſſue with him, and proved from the evidence 

be enquiry, and the information of the report from the 
mittee , (a committee conſiſting of ſixteen gentlemen, 

donn friends, oppoſed to five) that ſo far from the occa- 

u being urgent, the contract was made in the month of 

Nember, and the ſervice. was not to be performed till the 

mer. following. He added, that moſt - enormous ſums 

noney had been drawn for in bills by governors of the 
pls, and the ſuperintendant of the Indians, without leave, 
gut powers. + Theſe bills had not been proteſted, except 

* one governar, ho xs ordered home in conſequence 

Feen teen: 18 4 Vail” I. 2021 6 m4 13. * 

e eee; when the ſpeaker leſt che 
Mr, Jenkinſan moyed, that a ſum, not exceeding " 2,026, 1 al. Mr. n ! 
| ke for the, extraordinaries of the army . for the — 

„He laid, medics e en not ſo well adapted 
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to exconomy, nor ſo capable of managing the expenditun 
its monies, as a monarchial ſtate. 


Col. Barre: Colonel Barre made ſome obſervations on the very en 
dinary account of the extraordinaries of the preſent en 
He ſnewed the great increate of them, by comparing th 

'to thoſe of former years. He pointed out the employing 

man as ſuperintenUant of the importation of provilions 
 Corke, at thouſands a year, 5000l. one year, 70001, ahol 

and 11,000). this. The unconftitutional procedure aſſumel 

the governors of the Weſt India iflands, and by the fujy 

_ Indendant of the Indians, of drawing for the money, | 

"groſs unaccotnted ſums faid to be paid for proviſions to th 

, , Farriſons where there are no men, or next to none, and 

veral others, 3 

Mr. Burke, r. Burke called upon the ſecretary at war to inform Wade 
Houle, how it canie to pas That the year before the 
tualling the army ffiould be but 416,000). and odd pou 

and this year be 621,000. and odd, when we had one ei 

army leis, many fewer troops, and much leſs ative | 


OY. 
| 1 ten minutes paſt twelve the queſtion was put, ander 
206;1371. were voted. | s 
. Aﬀourned to the 19th. 
—_— March 20. 
5 Report of the army extraordinaries. 
Mr. . Mr. Huſſey aſked ſome queſtions reſpecting the profit y 
. the contract to ſend! the Spaniſh filver and our guinea Mute 
| to America, for the payment of the army. 
Mr. Marti. Mr. Harley (who had the contract) anſwered, that e 
Milling he had been paid by government, was retnitted 
America, and that the commiſſion of one and an hall 
cent. the expence of freight, and the expence of inſon 
were all paid out of the profits arifing 'from the court 
exchange, but that it was impoſſible to ſtate the exact b. 
lance till the whole account was worked up and fi 
1 CH 
Mr. Fox. Mr. Fur oppoſed the bringing up the report, and 1 
bated, in very ſevere terms the indecent manner in whid 
large à ſum as 2, 026, oool. had been voted laſt night, for Ame 
extraordinaries of the army; he ſaid enormous as the 
Was, it was voted in the Jump, haſtily, of a ſudden, d | 
2 [late hour of the night; he declared that the Hose ie 
Cbmmons cduld iheur a degree of ' guilt in accecding Wie | 
chat vote; and begged the Houſc to notice, that he "th 


dE AT ES. 
earlieſt opportunity of proteſting againſt it, and defirin5 
at he might not be involved in the criminality.” He ſai 
had many reaſons for not agreeing to the vote of the 
umitter, and for not confirming that vote in Parliament, 
t tone which weighed more with him than the very alarm- 
+ declaration of a noble Lord in the debate of that day 
night [Lord George Germain] that this country was 
r bound by the terms held out to America laſt year by 
| env” roy He ſaid, it was a new inſtance of 
ach of faith in miniſters, and a confirmation of the opi- 
n pretty generally entertained, that their conduct re- 
ting America, from the commencement of the war to 
e preſent hour, was one continued feries of falſehood, 
hery and deceit. He aſſerted, that this nation was 
ed deſpicable in the eyes of all Europe, by the un- 
lineſs and womaniſh weakneſs of adminiſtration; the 
t dejection, and the conſequent humility which they 
It and confe ſſed on every trifling piece of bad — 
ved, and the ridiculous extravagance of joy and lofti- 
; of language which they exhibited and aſfumed when- 
tr they heard of the ſucceſs of our "arms, let that ſuc- 
be of the moſt infignificant nature. He contended, 
the noble Lord's declaration not only diſgraced govern- 
it, but might be the cauſe of the unneceſſary continuance 
the war with America, and might render an union be- 
n the awo countries impracticable at preſent, if not ul- 
lately impoſſible. Before he concluded his ſpeech, he re- 
ated this aſſertion, and in particular inſtanced the dan- 
dus ard deſtructive conſequences of ſuch a declaration, to 
hoſe, Who, rely ing on the good faith of Great Britain, 
come in under the influence of the terms offered to 
terica by the commiſſioners, and who had a right to a 
ric: performance of each ſeparate propoſition. If there had 
but, a ſingle individual who came in, in conſequence of 
proclamation, he aſſerted that the faith of this country 
kpledged to that individual, and that individual was baſely 
yed if miniſters aſſerted that they were not ker 
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ut the comtniffioners had publiſhed, becauſe the con 
for {WWAtierica did not chuſe to cloſe with their propoſitions. 
* d George Germain role in defence of his former af- L4. G. 
1 > 


Wn, which he ſaid he would maintain upon the grounds . 
Mice, reaſon, and common teaſe, His Lordſhip faid, 
me party offered terms to another, and that party re- 
Ache terms offered, it was abſud in the extreme to 

I | x aſſert 
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aſſert that the party propoſing the terms were bound | 
abide for ever by their propofitions. If that were! 
caſe, America might purſue the war to the laſt extremj 
under the idea, that when they could carry it on no long 
they had it ſtill in their power to 566 the term 
1778. In proof that the commiſſioners had neither pledy 
themſelves, nor committed Great Britain, as had been; 
ledged, his Lordſhip read a part of the declaration off 
commiſſioners previous to their quitting America, which t 
preſsly gave notice to the Americans, that they (the c 
miſſioners) had been honoured with their commiſſion in va 
and that America, having rejected their propoſitions, m 
not expect the ſame liberal terms from Great Britain 
future. | 

: This his Lordſhip afferted was a full and clear anf 
to what had been aid reſpecting the act of the COM 
FBoners; at the ſame time he begged to have it unde 
ſtood, that it was not by accident that he let drop 
declaration on Monday laſt; he ſought the occafion 
fay it in a full Houſe, and he was glad of the oppo 
A. He never was more clear in any one point, that 
bes. in the courſe of his life endeavoured to maintain, th 
that this country was not bound to abide by her ter 
of laſt year, but God forbid he ſhould be underſtood 
hint that this country was not, as yet, diſpoſed to tn 
with America on thoſe terms; he meant no ſuch matt 
The argument, however, that Great Britain was boi 
to abide by thoſe terms, told againſt gentlemen on 
other fide the Houſe; where was her liberality, and wi 
_ was the gratitude of the gift? If at any future time 
ſhould.thiak proper to accede to a treaty with America 

the terms offered laſt year, if ſhe were abſurd eno 
ſay that ſhe could not d from thoſe terms, and 
bound to abide. by. them, let them be looked up to 38 
firable terms, whenever America was ſo diſpoſed, Hu La 
ip; alſo read a part of the commiffioners firſt proc 
tion on their arrival in America, in which they 
the ſincerity of their profeſſions, and promiſed to abich 
them, let the ſucceſs of the Britiſh arms turn out A 
— mig ng. 41 * amid x Y 
Governor Governor Fahnſſane ſaid, that the noble Lord [Lord N 
Jobrfpne Germain] always; treated America as a foreign enem, What: 
nat as jrevglted ſubjects whom we wiſh 10 reclaim, 
argued the neceſſity of coming to ſome diſtinct propi 


— 
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we intention of Great Britain reſpecting America, and 
tened to move ſome propoſition of that kind if no- 
ade would. 
mi. Buyke entered into a review of the whole argument, 
_ after ſtating the ous of it, contended that this 
ui ey was bound to abide by the terms offered laſt year; 
| ll, the commiſhoners were underſtood to have ſpoken 
language of Great Britain, and not their own private 
ments; that conſequently they had either been warrant- 
i their public profeffions, and therefore ought to be 
» potted, or they ought to be puniſhed for having exceed- 
their powers. f 


lion before the Houſe related to the extraordinaries of 
amy down to the year 1777, to feel bimſelf call- 
won to diſcuſs a queſtion reſpecting the negotiation 
the King's commiffioners in the year 1778. That 
n could with the Houſe would more effectually concur 

their Speaker in _ this deſultory mode of bring- 
2 forwards every poſſible ſubje& on every pofhble occa- 
„e his ſettled opinion, with reſpeR to American 
dons in general, chat in our preſent fituation, the diſ- 
don of chem could not be productive of any one 
2 8 eventually be the cauſe of much miſch | 
fratlemen of the Houſe of Commons, who were ſo for- 
Lon theſe dccafions, did not know their own weight, or 
weight of Parliament, but were too apt to eſtimate it 
the unfortunate effects which ſome of its proceeding: 
produced in the colonies, That the manner in which 
nes are reconfidered, canvaſſed, and miſrepreſented, 
| mifunderftood iti America, could only be conceived by 
obo had ſeen it, and had already been fully deſcribed 
lis colleague; That' as to the particular matter now 
whit fo 11 th ” before the Houſe; as it had been 
fd by very r eſpe members, with ftrong expreſſions 
knouſneſs and apprehenſion, it certainly was material to 
4 one; upon it _ to the 7 and to the 
ue in general, That expreſſion dropt by the ſecretary of 
on 1 ee If taken af an abſtract volifical 
Was certainly accurate; for nothing can be more in- 
pitable than that Great Britain is not bound at all times, 
in all circumſtances, to give the ſame terms of accom- 
min, He inftaticed, that one of the terms, or more 
Fry ſpeaking grounds of negotiation held out by the com- 
miſſioners, 


ief, at | 


Mr. Eden ſaid, that he was much ſurpriſed when the Mr. Zcz. 


— 
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coming from ſo high an authority, 
| 2 


| ms ſay as an ARGON commiſſioner, and - without 


Ld. North, * 


taxation (which acts he conſidered as N Jan 
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Yiſhonen, .had. bezn ap arrangement raſpeing th þ 1 
rican debt. That n url of Great, Bri 
by the recent acts of Parliament reſpeRting the, charter, 


having admitted herſelf in —. degree to 
firſt provocation, the commiſhaners might, 1. i, 
it reaſonable, by means of the . quit-rents, or hes 
ſorm ſome for- arranging the debt incurred in ul 
2 of r ut the cauſes of the 1 6 
tion, having . bean generouſly, explicitly, and cternally 
nounced, it a reparation ſo ample were. Quregarded, it 
neither-juſt nor reaſonable, nor indeed icable, to 
dertake the arrangement of a debt which the rebel lex 
might blindly a Dees io increaſe ue Shins its pl 
magnitude. That this abſtract propoſition had hen 
plieitly ſtated by the commiſſioners in n 
clamation, and had merely been Fe ; 
ate in his in Parliament. he was forry, ho | 
that jt had ſo repeated, and had expreſſed his, conger 
ſome. friends who were ſituing near — 3 the rome; ' 


ſo tied fie 
need, it certainly was a ga . 
miſinterpretations which | . real maſchicl, e 


tation, that though be could ayow the tick juſtice % 
poſition, he totaly: diſavowed the expedience of 

ib it; and ſo long as be ſhould hare the L ofd 
employed in the ee could vepture 10.afſure | 
ment, that he ſhould act vis and ri tae xe(p 

wy "ae Het 9 C0 once m 
vinced v give 8 Lr 
pineſs aud les a Pr vg e and . 
alſo, he TS merit the approbatiom of this counk 
which the commiſſioners m to be 


and 

for every circumſtance of their conduct. 

; HAS Conway ſaid, that he had taken notice of * No d 

a Lond o [Lord George Germain] declaration on the Dug 
was as matter that required 10m! 

He was cher ſore very glad to ſec it now 1 5 


fake o che rare ty and of this count 
Lord North aſſured the Houſe, that 2h declaration 
by the noble Lord did not. originate with him; 451 
amade in reply wan aſſertion on ES os 


4970. Fre 


tain is for eyer bound to the terms offered by the commiſ- 
pern. And be then gave it as his own opinion, that Great 
Fein is not formally bound to grant all the conceſſions 
the commiſſioners, as they had rejected them; but 
here was one Which had been granted by an expreſs act of 
hement, which, though got abſolutely irrevocable, was, 
fakt, bo ger vinings which was the renunciation of 
* tight of taxation for ever 
ju afl other, reſpects he declared it would be proper to 
at mem all that was promiſed by the commiſſioners; 
teren if our arms ſhould prevail — them, he would 
Il think it right; but he would not infer from that any 
al, abſolute obligation under any poſſible conduct or 
our, however bad on their part, of on Great Britain is 
x down to abide by theſe terms to eternity. His Lord- 
ip owned, that he thought the preſent appearances of 
evels were the con __ of the promites made by 
at Britain; and ſo rded individuals or pro- 
cen, who ſhould return 8 then allegiance of this country, 
mg owes a right to all the conceſſions offered. 
hoped this bei , would prevent all miſun- 
anding in Ame and that the friends and correſpon- 
+ of repreſent it in. a proper light. 
Ri, ho, 7. 7. ſaid, he could not give his conſent Rr. bon. 7, 
the bringin e report, without further fatisfation on T. 
Rey 


This produced a converſation on the rum contract, 
nl Nont's influence at the India Houſe, and other accu- 


I "i 4 ro MAS) UL we: at con G4 -a2_> _— —_— — 
2 = = iy 1 2 " - - 2 
3 . \ N = 0 


op 
expending the large ſums voted by Parlia- 


by Colonel Barrs and Sir Philip ings Clerke, but 
e new was advanced. The Hor e divided onthe re- 
it 14a, againſt it 78. 


due Howe moved, that his 3 with the Sir Fillion - | 
of ſtate [ ſee the correſpondence, page 253, tee. of lat Foo 

ns} be taken into conſideration on the -of April, 

ls ne foods debate, was agreed to without a ns. 

Wo Aaveh zo, 31, and April . ; 

Ko debate, ora io-April nn 


W 29102 N ane 


lr Mes informed the: Houſe, that the right bf:printin 
acks had, for upwards of two centurics; ne bay 
duel by the two univerſities of Oxford and -Cambridee, 
the company of ſtationers.. Thavedacighthadbedn - 
Vor. XI. M m 0 4 - exerciſ 
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erciſed in conſequence of certain royal 128 ts, whi f 
very late] been eld to be ful] and Man 6 
ſtationers* company,  cartyipg on a trade in Bibles, Pig 
and Almanacks, had for a long time * ſole venden d 
the latter, and rl the univerſities of Oxford and C 
bridge ap annuity of 5 gol. each, for the transfer of their rigy 
to print Almanacks. That the two univerſities had employ 
ed this ſum for the benefit of learhipg, having printed 2 nun 
ber of books uſeful to ſtudents. * I bat it was owing to tai 
annuity, that ſuch elegant editions of the Bible, nc 
Prayer Book, &c. came from the preſſes of each yniverlif 
That Within the laſt three years, a private ſtationer ha 
thought proper to combat the right of the ſtationers' con 
* to print Almanacks to the excluſion of other tridem 
That the matter had gone through a long courſe of litigation 
the iſſue of which was, that the courts had determined that 
the right was not legally veſted in the company. The ftati 
ners“ company, therefore, having their own title ſer afi 
and imagining the title of the two univerfities was equal 
ecarious, as it 9 — —— Winne 11 an 
er to pay for, or extr e right of printing Almanzeh 
ſuppofed 10 de veſted in the e unte The loſs 
theſe annuities, his Lordſtip deferibed as *a matter whid 
would be extremely inconvenient to the univerfities, and pits 

Joedicial to the cauſe of bn ny He pointed but the pros 

— - | piety of allowing, in this Cate, that the right of printing 
Almanacks ſhould be legally given to thoſe who-had fo lony 
enjoyed it Without abuſe, and had, by à varſety of cou 
decrees," been led to imagine, that the grants under the at: 
thority of / which they exerciſed it, were competent to en: 

r'them to hold the right exclufively. He concluded ity 
ſpeech with moving, that leave be given to bring in“ aÞ 
far veſting the ſole right of printing Almanaeks for the time 
to come in the two univerfities of Oxford and Cambridgy 
and the company of ſtationers reſpectively “ 

Mr. Turner. Mr. Turner (aid he ſaw no reaſon why the Rationers' cm- 
pany ſhould have an excluſive right to print Almanacks mort 
than any other perſon. - He gid not like the motion, becauk 
it tended to introduce a novelty, and to authoriſe a monopo. 
He declared, he had not any wiſh to deprive the univerſit 
of Oxford and Cambridge of an advantage; on the contra!) 

- be thought they deſerved every encouragement which the le 
giſlature could give them, but he did not fee that the preſent 
motion tended to procure them any material benefit; 500 
was too paltty a ſum to warrant the creating a monopoly u 


779. DEFATESS | 
We which ought to be open, He had much tather that the 
a, if neceſfary for the ſake of public learning, ſhould be 


8 ſperifically to each univerſity for that purpoſe, out of the 
0 lic honey. Indeed, the univerſities might themſelves ſave 
100 tut of their reſpective revenues annually; by only putting 


2 chimney- piece leſs every year, or checking the increaſe 
their architectural ornaments. The univerfities were two 


every far from being the richeſt corporate bodies in t 

Mom; on the contrary, they were not even rich. He 

ended the motion, thought it extremely proper, and 
wed it would meet with no oppoſition. 


of their being printed under authority, and in ſuch a 
mer as to render them the vehicles of authentic informa- 
In. He . on their import to literature and to reli- 
u, declaring that the liturgy was ſcarcel intelligible with - 
It them ; he mentioned, that ſeveral old ſtatutes in the days 
King Henry VI. enforced the obſervance of certain reli- 
+ fafts and feſtivals, under very ſevere penalties, and that 
was impoſſible to aſcertain the moveable faſts and feaſts 
ou out a correct Almanack. He concluded with remarking, 
e carefu? preſervation of the liturgy was properly veſted 
en the head of the church, whence he argued the analagous 

een of veſting the right of preparing and printing Alma- 
(ks in the two univerſities and the Rationers' company, 


the richeſt corporate bodies in the kingdom, and therefore, 
ud not de affected by the loſs of ſuch a trifle as 5000. a year 


h, | 

Right hon. T. Townſhend begged leave to ſet his honourable Rt. hon. T. 

ind right 5 the two univerſities of Oxford and CLI Townſbend. 
- 


Mr. Jochen (counſel to the board of trade and univerſity Mr. Facts 
Cambridge) urged the utility of Almanacks, and the ne-/#"- 


tine Mr. Dempfter ſaid the noble Lord's declaration, that the Mr. De- 


manacks illegal, was to him a ſufficient ground for obje&- 
dom to the motion. That, added to this, he thought it high- 
mon vnjuſt to deprive an individual, who had put himſelf to 


ene froudle and expence of a law. ſuit with an opulent body of 


, of the enjoyment of that right which the laws of bis 
untry had declared he was warranted to exerciſe. That 
rary Mexd of incurring a loſs for his public ſpirit, the individual 
e to be rewarded arid encouraged, for having laid open a 


tene, which had for ſo long 2 yew as two ceaturies oo, 
00 ally monopolized, That afl monopolies were odious an 


Muſt; and although he did not wiſh to deprive the two 


rrade critics of Oxford and Cambridge of 50ol. a year * 


M1 m 2 


dice of law had proclaimed the excluſive right of printing e g 


Mr. Mon- 
tag u. 


Mr. Rows. 


Adm. 
 Piget. 


_ univrelligible without an Almanack gk 
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he could not conſent to agree to à motion for a bill, 
thorifing the ſtationers eompany to hold che trade of many 
factaring Almanacks excluſively, the profit of which 
individual a ſtationer had a right to meine Herd 
culed the idea, chat the liturgy of the church of En une 


Mr. Montagu obſerved, that TTL ſeemed 
to favour the — — though objected ro favour 
the ſtationets“ company. He ſaid, the trade of Almanz 
making and ſellin * ; of a peculiar nature, and ought nx 
like ps or 1 to be exerciſed at the will and pleaſ 
of every ignorant perſon, and therefore thought the ſtatione 
com were the fitteſt hands to place it in. 

Mr. Roeur ſaid, that though monopolies in general deſery 

„yet that there. were many branches. of trad 
which, for a variety of very obvious and cugent reaſons, 
quired I reftriction, and that it was no uncommon thi 
for the legiſlature to interpoſe its authority in ſuch caſes; 
the buſineſs of makin _ felling Almanacks, in particuly 
called for legal reftri ; that in every proceeding oft 
courts of law and equity, "Ga dates of months and years we 
moſt material points; it was highly neceſſary therefore, f 
the ſecurity of the 8 of the ſubject, rity ' ſhould ut 
be in the power of any man to print a partial Almanack;t 
an Med ealculated to ſerve ſome particular purpoſe. 
manacks ought not to be printed at random, but the right! 
printing them' ought to be veſted in ſome body of people, 
likely to abuſe that right, and capable of continding to et 
ciſe it with that care and punctuality, indiſpenſably * intt 
in a work of ſuch contiaual — on —. 5 molt 1 imf anc 
oceaſions as an Almanac. 1725 £17 721 ne 


== T9 3 xx. 


"The motion eden to. e e e ee N p 

: 18 1 

"Th he order of the days to 20 into 2 committee on a fas 7 
dle f 

Lord Viſcount Middleton took the ebie.” ob If — 0 raf. 


. Admiral Piget emered into a detail of the various cir 1 
ſtanees attending his brothers 1 — late Lord P. get) hl u 
been appofnted, in April, 1775, by the hon. —— jw" if) a 
company, governot of Madraſs 850 55 rt St. George, and fle 
mander in chief of the eden panyꝰs futces ĩa that prefidency / 
voyage to india, r arrival ar at radrafs in Dee: t Abe 
ting 8 for Tar, Jore on the 25;h' of March, 277 
ore the Rajan t5 he throne of his anceſtors, — ther 
the inſtructions of the court of directors and. general rout | 


1779 DEB AT E58. 
grictors ; his return to Madraſs from Lanjore on the gth 
May:; the proceedings and reſolutions of the counil of Ma- 
5, relative to his conduct while in Tanjore; the mode of 
ir andeſting him in Auguſt, 1776, and conveying him un- 
abe cuſtady af Calonel Stuart and Colonel Edington to 
Thomas's Mount; the order of the new and ſelf - erected 
neil ta Colonel. Stuart, to acquaint Lord Pigot, that in 
& of any attempt to reſcue him, his life muſt, anſwer ita. the 
empt of Lieutebant-colonel Ediagton, on the ayth oſithe 
month, to remove his Lordſhip to Chingleput : his de- 
tion, that he would not be carried to any otber place 
dcheir ſuffering him to remain at the mount, where, he 
A gunnded by 400 artillery ; his paſſive manner af bearing 
 (ferings.; his catneſt recommendation to all his friends 
10 ſtir on the occaſion; and his continuing a priſoner till 
1;thof, May, 1777, when he died at the mount. 
The Admiral enlarged on each particular as he ſtated it, 
ſpoke with a warmth of affeRion for the character of his 
led brother, which did him the higheſt credit. Ne paint- 
the condut_ of the new council, as moſt violent, unjuſt, 
unprecedented ; declared, that there never had cies 
e worthy man than the late Lord Pigot ; that in his ſitua- 
he was remarkable for his uprightneſs, and his immovable 
grity ; that he was offered ten lacks of pagadas to with- 
| the reinſtatement of the Rajah of Tanjote, only-for a: 
time; that tefuſing, an additional offer Was md of 
acks-more, | worth in the whole, fix hundred/thouſand. 
ads; that while in India, he had no object in; view: but 
intereſt of the Eaſt India company, and: a punQual com- 
nee with their inſtructions ; that in return for ſuch lauda- 
conduct, his perſonal freedom was ſuddenly and diſ 
J invaded ; he was deprived of his liberty, and at length 
bs life, no man knew how. As a proof that he was above 
influence of that. ſpecies. of corruption, which: ſaps the 
oe foundation of the company's trade and government at 
Wraſs, he declared his brother died ſo poor, that his ſon- 
„ Me. Monskton, was under the neceſſity of ſalling 
iu houſes "and. effects in India, in order to pay his dehts 
„ After having dwelt on the ſeveral points of his bro 
)ondvRt and treatment, be ſaid, he had ſeveral reſolu- 
o gropoſe to the conſideratian of the committee, but he 
ed firſt to know, if any further proof was required by the 
mitter, of the yarious facts be had ſtated, beſides the pa- 
hen on the table, as he was rendy to ſubſtantiate every 
lar by perſonal evidence at the bar of the Houſe, 1 
r, 
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Mr. Srr- Mr. Stratton fuld, he did not imagiie the honourable 2% 

fon. ral ad intentionalfły mis-ſtated any part of what had paſſ 

Indta tAative to bis brother, but 1 1 incuthbeath 

him to ſet him tight where he had et fein his ſpeech, 1 

Hi declared, the Connicit of Madras approved of his cunk 

while in Tanjore ; he begged to ſay, that the council wiz 

far flam ent approving his dohduct there ; he ready 

minute, from whence it appeared, that particular excepti 

were mache dy three or four different members, to partici 

tranfactions of Lord Pigot, while employed in reftoring Th 

| fore to the Rajah, © n | 

Admiral Adrhifal Piget (aid, that he conceived the majority of f 

Pr. eountif, in fi e aher as the majority of that Houſe, yall 

for the whole; that the minute of approbation was ſignedl 

the mage and therefore he was, he preſumed, warrant 

to ſay his brother's conduct was approved by the cout 

The 4&mirat defired to call an evidence, to prove the atem 

made to influence the council, and to bring them over toly 

port the Nabob's intereſt, in oppoſition to the compi 

meaning. The committee agreeing to this, | 

Ceerg- Garz Dawſon, Eſq. was called to the bar, and undetwe 
Dawſon, a Tong examination. , 

Fiq- The fubſtance of Mr. Dawſon's evidence was, 

That Ne was one of the council of Madrafs, previous! 

and during the revolution in the government of that preſiden 

that he had always voted with Lord Pigot; becauſe he tho 

his Lordſhip right; that he was offered a conſiderable b 

to ſtay away from council, and particularly if he would! 

ſent Himſelf on the day that the ſending Mr. Ruſſel as i 

dent to Tanjore, was to be debated ; that the offer was . ,. 

him by the Nabob's Tons, as he preſumed, on the part of. eng 

father; that he Had frequent converſations on the ſubjet ran 

he Nabob's 1205 that no European was, as he recollech par 

eſend at ether of thdſe converſations; that he could nagen 

har was the particular amount of the ſum offered bim, 

he was Turt it was à lack of rupees at leaft ; that he could WW; = 

gee the ſpecific hour or place in which the ſeveral & 

verſa ions were held ; that he was one of the council we bon 
jefted' is Mr."Bebfield's claim, which, conſiſted of tank 

aſſignments from the Nabob on the Tanjour country e ö 

amount of 250, cl. that no ſervant of the company, Nope 

or miſſrary, was preſent when the Nabob's ſons made him ent 

offer of a bribe to ſtay away from council ; that Sir Rot N U 

Fetcher had adviſed him to abſent himſelf as deſired; thi 

bribe offered nim was a fack of pagddas, and not 1 


Aim. Piru. Admiral Pigot 


days after they received orders to march againſt po 


the moſt learned of that That he had in! 


any thing to depoſe relative to the late revolution in 


Houſe, of * as well be omitted. 


PARLIAMENTARY 11 


prietors were ſatighed, and every thing reſpecting the ce 
ny in a flouriſhing fate both at home read 1 that 
of their trade were greater for the two laſt year 

— NN Sale dn e len bet . 
les were in a proper ſtate from their late fucceſs; 


2 as rap thet bd faw no veaſba for firring in 
at all-at preſent, much leſs for that Houſe to i 
ſere in a matter in which they had no concern. 

ſaid,” the court of directors had x 
gradoully with « witneſs?" That his brother had now 
cad do years, and no ſtep taken to pumfh thoſe who 
prived him of his Rberty; that the Honourable gentle 
talked of his wiſhing to go to law, he affared bim hel 
not gone a ſtep in the neſs without the beſt advict 


guſt laſt ſent to the India Houſe the opinions of ſeveral 
able lawyers, but the direQors were fo ual in their ls 
ner of doing buſineſs, that he received no anſwer till ( 
tober, and then that anſwer gave him no ee, | 
admiral alſo mentioned, that the mode of ioſtituti 
quiry in Madras, into the conduct of perſons in Engla 
was u glaring, as well as that of paſting up bills 282 
corners of — ſtreets of Madras (defiring that all who 


— ü would come and make oath of it before 
town clerk) was an idle Idle and nugatory mode of procceding 
Lord North thought, as the motion did not complain 
breach of privilege ; the words, “ being a member of 


The objection, however, was over- ruled, and the 
was put, and carried nemine eie, as were the 
following : 

Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, that Gu 
Stratton, Henry Brooke, Charles Aja ig Archda'e P 
whe 7 Jourdon, and . Macka „Eſqrs. did, 60 

2 Auguſt 1776, form them elves into a 0 
2 95 confer the command of the army and the gam 
Fort Saint George on 2 ames rt, ordering 
to arreſt the — as of Ge orge 1. Pigot, their — 00 
and — in b. to put the fort, ga ; 
fort-houſe, " their command, N01 

Reſolved, 2 to this committee, that thee el 
of £ direftars of the mw yn have, by Jets 


3 8 
1 

* 
. 
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. 15 5 e e al 
t. Lyſaught or haying 122 
their 0 lüßr fl 
ou get next moved "il 5 2 
Mazda df 
5 NE 
ive or bes 
= George tratton, "Tear Brooke, Cc 


44 
| th 
for Sor 1 or Me Gags Sti bare Col. 
1, forge, their gove 
mand mine bee i 48 of | > 
r 1 — 150 e ts 
» Pray! hi holy, ts 0 85 he w 
6 y, Elqrs. tor ordering their 2 


(mander in chief George Lord liess N 
A 2 military farce hey being re Þ 
land 7 kits = hid if Sion of 44 Mal) 
ts o 
e of the Eaſt- India. cm- fr. Gres 
Wake e laid to give his reaſons for wiſhing that the 7. 
nr 1 would agree go. the reſolutions moved ah by 
| 1 Mai legal proceeding again 0 
1 5 an — 
N appointed governor ency. 
N he 42 oy entirely approve of the conduct of Lord 
dy previous to his being deprived of his power as gover- 
tes Bok riſoned; but he could by no means agree that 
3 meaſures purſued by the council, were conſiſtent 
ber with. their duty to the . or that reſpect which 
n e to the perſon of Lord Pigot, as the gover- 
appointed 12 the court of directors, — ſent out under 
Wtharity of the general court. The inſtructions or or- 
of the en. courts, he declared ought to be held ſa- 
i 4 in India, and never departed from, 
yemoſt emergency, and then not with 
Item but with the greateſt caution and 
much. attention to them, 28 on nature of the 
pofibly zdwit. If Lord Pigot' conduct, had been 
| * to the intereſts of the company, ar 
2 government of the preſidency, the proper mode 4 
g would 4 been to have entered a proteſt 
— conduct PINS wherein it was te ” 
pelfare of the company fidency, and tokave tranſ- 
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ſioneqd a ner years war, and coſt this country immenſe ſu 


Mr. Strat - 
en. 


Lord Pigot from the governorſhip. In former caſes, f 


to violate" the orders of the company, and proceed to 


He then ftated that the conduct of the council, was 
trary, both with reſpect to the council and in reſpett to 


borne rh as well as by other ill-treatment, endangering 
"equally obſtinate and infolent ; that he did not govern bis 
into his head, would hear no arguments to prove that it 


ſidency. That his Lordſhip was fo irritated on finding 


to the hazard, and had ated in the council, to the prejod 
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mode of procecding had been adopted, and the differ 
properly and happily adjuſted; To purſue any other met 
was to endanger the entire poſſeſſions — * rty of thee, 


pany by a civil war; property and poſſeffions which had od 


as well as the 
hazard, was enough to make a thinking mind ſhudder; en 
thing therefore that tended to move a civil war, wasa n 
ter of abundant nicety, and ought never to be ventured, | 
on the moſt prefling neceſſity, Parliament he thought, 
theſe reaſons, ſhould ſeize the preſent occaſion, and by 25 
ing to the reſolutions, aſſiſt the company in their wiſhes: 
convince their ſervants abroad, that their taking upon th 


oſs of many ſubjects. The very idea of ſu 


length of a revolution in the government of a preſiden 
was not in itſelf a flight matter, or ſuch a matter as woult 
eaſily overlooked, either by the company or by the legil 
ture of Great- Britain. | 

Mr. Stratton roſe, he ſaid, to object to the laſt refolut 


adopted but upon the moſt preffing neceflity, that Lord 
got's behaviour was in the higheſt degree tyrauical and? 


Nabob. That his Lordfhip treated the latter in a moſt 
rious manner, threatening to ſet a guard over his perſon, 


friendſhip to the company. That in council his condut 


haviour with common civility, and if he once took an! 


ineonſiſtent with the intereſt of the company and of the ih 


council were not unanimous in ſupporting his propoiti 
that he ſerupled not at any mode of. attempt to gain 21 
rity; chat finding common attempts fruitleſs, he took 
extraordinary *method of impeaching him, (Mr. Stn 
aud Mr. Brooke, the two ſeniors of the council, and | 
pending iheir power of acting as counſellors. That fi 
Lord got had ated improperly in Tatjour'; had aftedN 
to diſguſt the Nabob, and to put his friendſhip to the comp 


the intereſt of both the company and prefidency ; tholt of 
council, who were inſtrumental in depoſing. the goven 


moſt clearly, that there was no other poſſible line of con- 
} for them to purſue, to preſerve the company's intereſts 
m abſolute ruin, but by depriving the governor of his po- 
„ This meaſure, Mr. Stratton contended, was not put 
pratice with any violence, or any want of reſpect to his 
nalhip; it was neceſſary that his perſon ſhould be ſeized 
e moment that the revolution was in agitation ; but there 
no intention of continuing Lord Pigot as a priſoner. It 
2 fact well known, that he might have had his liberty in 
xe days, had he choſen to accept it. So far was he from 
rowing having taken a part in the meaſures which the ho- 
mable Admiral thought fo reprehenſible, he made no ſcru- 
to own that he was a principal mover of the revolution, 
[4 principal agent in every meaſure purſued by the council 
reting it. e contended, that the meaſure was neceſ- 
5, expedient and ſtrictly juſtifiable. In proof, that thoſe 
eſt the ſpot and moſt capable of judging upon it, thought 
he defired that ſeveral minutes of the council of the pre- 
ey of Bengal might be read; from which it appeared, 
t the Bengal Preſidency watchfully regarded the proceed- 
pol the council of Madraſs, that they from time to time, 
ſe their opinion of every meaſure the Madraſs council a- 
d; that they were particularly diſpleaſed with the con- 
| of Lord Pigot. That they predicted his being depoſed, 
a meaſure that promiſed to be neceſſary. That when he 
b depoled, they warmly approved of the conduct of the 
weil, reſpefting the revolution. That they again and 
Wn, expreſſed their entire approbation of the meature, _ - 


b, and declared the company had never approved of the 
Wit of the council of Madraſs, reſpecting the impriſon- 
ut of Lord Pigot. He alſo objected to the reading of mi- 
Ws of the council of Bengal, as a juſtification that the 
ore was warrantable, declaring that perſons at ſo great a 
ee from Madraſs could not be competent judges of what 


oo Es at that prefidency, | | | 
ran; Stratton declared, that the connection between the Mr. Strar- 
ud l and governor of Bengal, and the council of Madraſs, lun. 

ge © immediate, that the former were certainly. the beſt 


"of the conduct of the latter. | 

oa Gregory ſaid, that as a director of the Eaſt-India com- Mr. Gre» 

|, and a member of Parliament, he made no ſcruple to gen · 

iſe of . he did not think the condut of the council of 
ens, in depoſing their governor, and making him a pri- 

OY | 1 Fr N ſoner, 
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Mr, Purling took up the concluſion of Mr. Stratton's Mr.Purlings | 
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fir, m̃erited buy totoplithint. That there had bew þ 
A great number of courts of directots, and general court 
the Indla-Houſe, upon the ſubject immediately ſubſequett 
the arrival of the news of it in England; that he had beeny 
ſent at every one of them; and never had, in the whole cu 
of his life, attended any buſineſs more ſtudiouſly ; that ſi 
from remembering either the courts of proprietors or cot 
of directors adopting any meaſure, or coming to any ref 
tion which carried with it, the leaſt appearance of counten 
eing che tranfaction, he was perfectly in memory, that ü 
condu&t warranted no ſuch inſinuation, He concluded, 
Expreſily declaring, that the directors had in all their p 
Fredings, cautiouſly avoided giving any countenance wi 
eyer, to thoſe of their ſervanis, who effected the revolutia 
the government of Madraſs. . | 
he motion was then read and agreed to nemine nt 


dicente, | x It 2 
The Houſe was reſumed. The report was immeduhWſt: 

e, and the reſolutions were all agreed to, [ 
eres to the 19th. | 1 


1 April 19. 
Mr. Fr. Mr. Fox roſe to make his promiſcd motion; which": 
gave notice of before the Eafter receſs, for the remor ©: 
aid, of the firſt Lord of the admiralty from his office 
from his Majeſty's preſence and counells, - Iy n 
He obſerved, that he would take up very little of the ini Ne. 
the Houſe. He meant only to re-capitulate the fact vighiſtir 
he had brought forward in ſupport of his former propoſitiſn | 
FEM Jt would be ſufficient barely to ſtate them, for the pu ue 
3 of calling them back to the recollection of the Houle, Nef 
preſent cem anew in two different forms: namely, ere 
ate of the navy in 1778, bore a relation to the naval 
wer of France, and its comparative ſtrength with that QF 1s 
former period of nava preparation and war in this coungganpv a 
To the motion itſelf, as a propofition to which the ai pro 
of the Houſe was defired, he expected to hear one pla 
and general anſwer given, He expected to hear it 00k", : 
| to as totally deftitute of any proof to ſupport it. 
I will be ſaid, have not the facts, or preſumed fact, e de 
have been urged on former occaſions, been rejekted h 

many diſtinct negatives in the manner they were ſef 

2 ? That is, ſhall we now agree to come io 4) 
Fal vote of cenſure upon an accuſation, which has bet! 
pativet in all Its conftiracnt parts? Shall we, in the ci 


W DEI Ar 
03 fr to a direct cenfure of the party co 


ie have given a previous opinion, that not one 


if 0 
| allegations 1s true? The reaſoning, he confeſſed, had 


ething in 10 otherwiſe he ſhould not have given the 
Pale of Hithſelf che trouble of taking notice of it; and he 
ld meet it in this way. 

That ＋ 4 the Houſe did not concur in a vote of cen- 
it on any one of the ſeparate grounds of accuſation, it 
ht well concur upon the whole charge colleAively taken. 
be great waſte of public money, the promiſes of the noble 
u, our inadequate ſtate of defence in June, the neglect 


reinforcing the noble Lord [ Howe] oyer the way, when 


E fate almoſt of America depended upon it; the aban- 
wing the trade and fortreſſes in the Mediterranean, &c. 
ght not contain ſingly ſufficient cauſe of removal in the 
pinion of a majority in that Houſe: but taking them in 
| avoregate, they would furgiſh matter well worthy of the 
te of cenſure, which he was about to move, on the ground 
( wilful negle& or groſs incapacity. ; Vat i 

The reaſon of ſuch a mode of determining upon a complex 
large was obvious, and was plainly within the inquiſitorial 
wer of the Houſe. The Houle was competent to enquire, 
examine and cenſure. Their juriſdiction could not extend 
puniſbment. They might accuſe, but could not puniſh 
man, much leſs any one of their own body, in any 
ber way but by expelling them. When criminal charges, 
Kiting ſpecific offences are made, they can only be decided 
pon in courts of criminal juſtice, On theſe occafions the 
loule of Commons, upon impeachments, act as the grand 
queſt of the nation. The preſent proceeding was of a 
erent nature, and did not call for that ſpecification and 


inty, which the law juſtly, and . wiſely requires when a 


an is queſtioned in a court of criminal judicature and put 

pon a trial, on the iſſue of which may depend his honour, 
property, and his life. | „ 271 5 

duch being the true nature of votes of cenſure, for removal 
as contradiftinguiſhed from accuſations ſpecifically 
le, and crimes diſtinctly alledged ; it followed, that the 
*r degree of proof was not neceſſary ; and ſuch had been 
ulage of that Houſe upon fimilar occaſions, ſotne of which 
1 in a former debate in cafes of votes of re- 
y 3 r 


Without relying totally upon former precedents, in ſup- 


of the doctrine now laid down, though of an age too 
| young 
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young to entitle him to a ſeat in that Houſe, he remember, 
chat he had been preſent at ſeveral debates on the Middle 
election, when an honourable gentleman, now a member; 
that Houſe [Mr. Wilkes] was expelled upon an agorepy 
charge, ſuch as that on which the preſent motion was found 
ed. He was charged in the orginal motion, for publiſhi 
the North Briton, No. XLV ; for writing an impious a 
profane pamphlet, entitled An Eſſay on Woman; for un 
ting a libel on a noble Viſcount [Weymouth] then in hip 
office, relative to the tranſactions in St. George's Fields, g 
the 10th of May, 1768; and for being outlawed. He 
then there were four ſeparate charges collectively taken a 
From ground of expulſion, The argument of thoſe vj 
upported the propriety of the vote, when preſſed to tak 
the ſenſe of the Houſe upon the ſeveral charges mentione! 
was, Would it be proper to expel him for any one of then 
No ; none of thoſe charges ſeparately conſidered, would jul 
. the vote, but collectively taken, they were ſufficient, 
e remembered the perſons who took the lead in that bi 
ſineſs ; they were the ſame who he expected would oy 
poſe the preſent motion. He hoped, therefore, that Mr. 
would either decline any oppoſition on the preſent occafic 
or acknowledge that they acted unfairly and unjuſtly in ti 
inftance alluded to. Whatever his bopes might be, he had y 
little folid reaſon to expect ſo much candour at their hands 
at all events they would ſtand convicted in the opinion « 
every impartial perſon ; they would ſtand convicted of mak 
king their avowed doctrines and principles give way to th 
convenience, | | 
- But independent of the precedent .he had juſt mentionet 
his motion would ſtand fu ly juſtified from its nature and th 
object it pointed to; for the queſtion would ſhortly amou 
to this, without the ſhadow of criminality attending i-! 
the firſt Lord of the admiralty equal to diſcharge the func 
tions of his office with ſafety to the ſtate and with honour Ne 
the nation; Has he done it; or what reaſons have Pal 
ment to ge- he has not performed his duty heretofoi 
that he will act more wiſely or capably hereafter ? In f 
argument and common ſenſe, the ſtrong probability is, e 
he will got. Suppoſe the noble Lord ever ſo indefatigaV "Up; 
ever ſo "zealous or well inclined, the obvious deduction en 
that according as the difficulties encreaſe, his inability to pre 
vide againſt them will likewiſe encreaſe. It would indeed | 
abſurd, romantic, nay monſtrous to preſume, that the aun 
M r | ' #41 0 b 


tek "ah - 
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Z 

our very alarming ſituation, ſhould be the only perſon in 
ke nation to reſcue us from the conſequences of that ſitua- 
It was the laſt degree of folly and madneſs to expect, 
hat perſon, who by his ignorance and groſs miſconduct, 
brought or ſuffered this country to fall from the'higheft 
anacle of fame, reſpectability, and naval glory, to the laſt 
e of nationel degradation, ' weakneſs, and diſgrace, con- 
ary to every principle of public opinion and experience, 
u nevertheleſs equal to the very arduous taſk of acting as 
ke faviour of his country, and the guardian of its intereſts, 
pſerity and reputation. ef 5 

He next proceeded to enumerate the ſeveral charges of miſ- 
duct, incapacity, or wilful negligence, * which he had 
vvoht againſt his Lordſhip in his three motions before the 
Hidays. | | 


pon an 


| he his greateſt efforts in the courſe of ſeven months, the 


we 7% 


boree Lord Howe. '' Mann wy ares” 

tk condemned the ſending out Mr. Keppel with 26 ſhip 
fo in ſearch of an enemy greatly ſuperior ;* and contet 

was big with danger, and might haye terminated m 
fatally, 


WT 


» not every a colour of cauſe, for not delaching, in order to 


328 


fa Uy, bad not the honouroble admiral moſt fortunately ji 


men, whoſe whole conduct was fraught with oppreſſion 


Ind facceſs in war, was fled, and the whole gavy divided e 


. 
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in with the. Pallas and Licorne French frigates, and taken the 
by which. means he diſcovered, to bis utter aſtoniſhment, f 
miniſters had riſqued his whole fleet, iu order to preſerye g 
ances which bag Fram ys to keep with the people. Thy 
paſed, that Mr. ppc) might poſſibly not meet with | 
enemy, or if he ſhould, that whether flight or defeat wy 
e they might be enabled by their arts, by ty 
emillagies every where, and their hirelings in print, to fi 
the blame off their own ſhoulders, and lay it upon the adh 
ral, the officers and ſeamen. Their ſubſequent cond 
proved their diſpoſition towards the admiral, and their it 
intentions. For when they found themſelves no longer 
to impoſe on the people, by its being known that the admin 
returned for a reinforcement, they were urged by rage y 
diſappointment, and-ſhewed every mark of it in the wholp 
thetr ſubſequent conduct. The firſt Lord of the admit 
never thanked the admiral for refurning, nar either apptc 
r diſapproved of his taking the two frigates ; but permit 
him to go to ſea again without giving the leaſt token of 
probation whatever, further than a cold official letter. 
Tue noble Lord, however, did not long conceal his fe 
oy under the maſk of coolneſs and indifference. þ 


=  . Sn ® 


-ordfhbip ſoon acted in an boſtile manner; for, though 

new that Sir Hugh Palliſer had accuſed, in a public pi 
by a letter Feng with his own name, his evmmander ES" 
chief; and thoygh his Lordſhip afterwards knew, that 
vice-admiral of the blue bad declined to call for a cn 
martial to enquire into bis conduct, merely on the pretet Th 
of not obſtructiog the public ſervice ; yet in a few dan Wi? 
ter, when, that gentleman preferred an accuſation, wi 
any caufe whatever intervening, the accuſation was rec 
and inſtant orders the ſame day given to the admiral. to 
pare for his trial. „ 
How was jt poſſible, for any man of hondur or ſpirit, thi 
Serve with an 2 to his perſon or character undet 


malice ? It was, a ſitugtion no independent man would 
it co. It was a fityation from which every wiſe and 
lent man would fly with horror and diſguſt. The cn 


OG 


* | 
41 e felt in ſome inſtances; Lord Howe p i 


t. Keppel - were 


riven from the ſervice ; the whale? 


ol ſen officers were diſcontented, and that zeal, ſpirits , 


und confidence, which is the very life of military ente 


1 


+ into factions. How the whole would terminate was 
we than he could venture to predict; but one thing was 
ty evident, that diſcontents among thoſe to whom the 
ce of the country was entruſted, bore à very alarming 
ominovs appearance; ang if ſome remedy was not ſpee- 
4 applied, he foreſaw, that miniſters would finally accom- 
| WW that ruin, by their faction and intrigue, the foundation 
which they had laid by their jacapacity. * | 
After dwelling for a conſiderable time on theſe, circum- 
ces, he mentioned ſeveral others of a leſs important na- 
; one in particular to ſhew, the predileQtion which the 
Inialty-board had manifeſted in reſpect of ordering Mr. 
eppel to be tried, though his accuſer the next day but 
xr the order was iſſued for that purpoſe, acknowledged in 
fee of the nation in that Houſe, that he brought his 
cuſation merely from motives of ſelf defence, and merely 
axculpate himſelf from a charge of diſobedience made by 
onmander in chief. | | 
As a farther proof of the partiality of the admiralty- 
ard, Which he conſidered to be entirely influenced, or ra- 
directed by the noble Earl, he faid, four of the mem- 
ns fitting upon the trial of the yice-admiral of the blue 
petſons,.. who on the, former court-martial, had given 
moſt fayourable teſtimony reſpeRing his conduct in the 
ton off Uſbant ; and likewiſe, that the perſons ſummoned 
pre evidence were ſuch, who either knew leaſt from their 
ance from the Formidable, or were otherwiſe Ia pofitive 
rect in their , g e 
This led him to the effect probably intended to be pro- 
ed by this trial, which originated in motives of rever 
his honourable relation; Br if by any management, 4 
&-admiral ſhould be acquitted, the inference would be, 
it having done his duty, there muſt have been miſconduCt 
newhere, which he was perſuaded they would endeavour 
int, A dus ablique., manner to lay to the account of the com- 


er M Noter in chief. bees 41-0 | yang 
on When he ſaid this, he begged that gentlemen might un- 
ld and, that he: meant not to throw the leaſt ſuſpicion, 


Jeb Jeſs a direct imputation, upon che officers alluded to. 
c co lated the fact as it ſtruck him; and it was. fair to argue 
we Nn it and reaſon by analogy to the conduct of other trihu · 


le He vnderſtood, it was a good ground of challenge to 
t, u or, if he was even ſuſpeRed of entertaining a bias one 
or other. He thought it a very proper precaution, and 
ded. oL, XI, 8 >: N the : 


280 


ſerved, that after one of the moſt reſpectable courts- mami 


:of his command in the marines and his government, 
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the reaſon was obvious; becauſe the law preſumes, that t 
juror is wholly to be guided by the evidence of the fat x 
ledged or controverted, and not by any pre-conceived q 
nion of his own, The tenor of his oath is the ſame wit 
that taken by a member of a court-martial, who is reſtride 
by it, to give a verdict according to the evidence adduced; 
court, and not from any opinion formed upon his own knoy 
ledge or preſumed knowledge. 
As a farther reaſon for his being perſuaded, that the u 
ble Earl all along acted from the fame principle of ſeen 
enmity and reſentment to his honourable relation, he d 


that ever fat, had pronounced the charge brought by d 
vice-admiral of the blue to be malicious and ill- founde 
miniſters took no one ſtep to ſhew, that they were convince 
of the juſtice of Mr. Keppel's acquittal, or of the infa 
with which his accuſer had been branded by that paſſage i 
the ſentence of acquittal, nor would fince, if he had np" 
given notice, that he meant, as the next day, to make unn 
tion, which they learned was intended for the vice-adn 
ral's removal. When that day arrived, inſtead of ex 
ſing a ſyllable of diſapprobation of Sir Hugh Palliſer, an 
ble Lord | Mulgrave] who enjoys a ſeat at the admin 
board, rote and acquainted the Houſe, that Sir Hugh Pr 
ſer had ſent his 4 — and that the board had accey 
it. Still, however, he retained the lieutenant-generallh 
.of the marines, and his government of Scarborough Call 
till miniſters again learned, that a motion to remove! 
from thoſe two poſts was meditating. Here they fo 
-themſelves compelled to do what they feared might ha 
been forced upon them, Accordingly the noble Lom 
the blue ribbon, with no ſmall ſhare of viſible reluctan 
found out, that Sir Hugh Palliſer had tendered a refignat 


- that his Majeſty had been pleaſed to accept of them. Wore 


- annals of this or any other country, of a perſon who | 
been ſo publickly diſgraced, being permitted to retain pla 
of ſuch rank, emolument and conſequence, without any 
- tention of removing him, till-by an unexpected addrels to 


- jeſty's adviſers did not think prudent to rifque, they oonent © 
theinſelves obliged to acquieſce. 5 


= 
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ſhort, he believed, there was not a ſecond inſtance in 


throne for his removal, the conſequences of which his 
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He laughed he ſaid, at the pompous accounts of our ſucceſſes 
the all and Weſt Indies, which made their way into the 

don Gazette, and ſaid, they were of very little conſequence, 

ten it was conſidered how dearly they were purchaſed; 

ticularly the latter, where one half of the troops were dead 

dying in hoſpitals ; nor did he think the news juſt receiv- 

| from Georgia, was of e c ſufficient to balance 

hazard and expence attending it. He ſaid, he un- 

food, that Colonel Campbell was arrived from Georgia 
| night before, and brought an account of a victory gain- 

lover the Americans, but this victory came accompanied 

ih a requiſition for an immediate reinforcement, - Our 
vitories and ſucceſſes were nearly as fatal as our de- 
ats, The troops under General Grant, the fineſt and beſt 
ciplined in the world, muſt return to America or Europe, 
remain only to fall a prey to diſeaſe and the effects of a 
ious climate; and the return of the ſecond officer in 
wand from Georgia, was a demonſtration, that the ex- 
lition to that province, was planned in weakneſs, and the 
ſtaken idea, that the body of the people were attached to 
t Britiſh government. He faid, that the force was in- 
lquate either to effect conqueſt or give that degree of pro- 
don which was neceſſary to unite the loyaliſts or neutrals 
the royal ſtandard, | | 

He proteſted before he ſate down, that he entertained no 
onal pique or reſentment againſt the noble Lord at the 
ad of the admiralry, His motives proceeded from his zeal 
the good of his country. Uninfluenced by factious or 
ty views, he ſtood forth in behalf of the ſtate, which if not 
ered out of the hands, to whom the reins of government 
te entruſted, muſt certainly be ruined, he fearcd irretrie- 
bly undone, The part he had taken, was diſagreeable 
painful on many accounts; ſo much ſo, that nothing but 
borough perſuaſion, that the preſent or ſome fimilar mo- 
u, prefented the only probable means for ſaving the nation, 
for the recovery of its former power, reputation and 


te nally moved, “that an humble addreſs be preſented 
us Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to remove 
In his preſence and councils John Earl of Sandwich, on ac- 
nt of the general ill ſtate of the navy, under his admini- 
on, at the moſt critical ſeaſons,” D 5 

| -# * wap | Lord 
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Lord Maul. Lord Mulgrave ſaid, he was in a very ill ſtate of hea 
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which he hoped would be admitted as an apology for his ; 
pearing unequal to the taſk of lowing the honourable gi 
deman through all his reaſonings, and anſwering every gg 
of his arguments. He ſaid, he had not any intention 
ſpeaking Þ early in the debate, but that ſomething had fall 
in the courſe of the honourable gentleman's ſpeech, whic 
ought not to remain a moment unnoticed, much leſs oy 
it to go out of the Houſe unanſwered. His Lordſhip the 
with warmth, reprehended Mr. Fox, for having bcen fora 
as to attack the honour of the officers of the navy, by inſim 
ating that the preſent court- martial, were notlikeſy to diſcharo 
their duty with fidelity and honour. The honourable gentl 
man's expreſſion in ſubſtance was, that there were fourmen 
bers of the court, who on the former trial had given fayou 
ble evidence reſpecting Sir Hugh Palliſer.“ What was th 
but to inſinuate, that thoſe officers would act partially? Dj 
the honourable gentleman, ſee the extent of his infinuation 
Did he feel that it was an attack of the moſt ſerious, the me 
unwarrantable nature? Could he, could any man, ſupp 
that the gentlemen now fitting on the trial of Sir Hugh 
lier, , would diſregard the moſt ſacred obligations, and} 
ſwayed by any prejudices, to act contrary to juſtice ? Hel 
not patience at the ſuggeſtion, nor could he repreſs his aman 
ment that any gentleman would hazard ſuch an attack - 
thoſe brave men now at Portſmouth, to whofe ſervices ti 
country had been much, and in all probability, would Wi hi 
ſtill more indebted. [Mr. pn ſhaking his. head all this tim 
in token that the noble Lord had miſunderſtood hin, | 
His Lordſhip faid, If the honqurable gentleman did ing 
mean his expreſſion in the ſenſe I take it, I ſhall rejoice N d 
having given him an opporrupity of recalling it, and explaithe x 
ing what he did mean, It muſt ſtrike every perſon preſearab!, 
to be either a wanton make-weight, in the catalogue ade 
charges againſt the noble Earl, or a baſe attack on the .* 
nour and character of the officers on the court-martial. Win, a 
me it appears thus; the blunderbuſs was loaded ſome ti e! 
ſince, and it was intended to be diſcharged as this day, Ires n 
was hoped, however, that there would appear ſome colourMlx re 
ble pretext for letting it off. No ſuch pretext appearii 
the | gentleman was determined that the preparation of to b 
materials ſhould not be in yain, The intention of having Wits ap 
publiſhed to-morrow in the newſpapers, accompanied Wii ha 
a miſrepreſentation of what I ſay, was doubtleſs the will yt the 
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- honourable gentleman when he let it eſcape him; but I 
we eyey man who hears me, will do me the juſtice to ac · 
wopledge, that I took the firſt opportunity of reſcuing the 
raters of the officers now on the court - martial, from the 
mlence and injury of fo baſe an inſinuation; an infiouation 
ich no man would have made, had he not been totally ig · 
rant of all military, feeling. ; he. 
As ſoon as his Lordſhip grew cooler, he declared, that the 
Iniralty had nothing to do with the preſent court-martial ; 
tit was convened in conformity to the act of Parliament; 
t the qudge-advocate,. totally independent of any inter- 
rence of the admiralty, ſummoned the witneſſes, and pro- 
jd the queſtions. If there was any thing in the preſent 
m- martial, which could in any degree be deemed manage : 
nt, he alone was the guilty perſon, and the whole blame 
vat to reſt on his head. At the moment he incurred the 


me, if any were due, he was determined to meet the con- 

uence ; he would not therefore, hefitate to tel] the Houſg 

what he alluded—it was this: in point of ſtrict propnety, 

ought to be at, Portſmouth, and on the court- martial, but 

ming the rage for detraction, calumny and abuſe, , which 
e 


prevailed, he had ſolicited leave of abſence, and it was 
anted to him; had it been refuſed, dearly as he loved the 
ice, and attached as he was to the gentleman and. crew of 
ſhip, he would fooner have 5 the navy, than have 
med the attacks that he well knew would have been made 
n his character, if he had fat upon the court- martial. 

b Lordſhip went into a long defence of the Earl of Sands 
b, replying to ſeveral of Mr. Fox's aſſertious, and de- 
ing that he was amazed at his preſent motion, after fo 
ly detetions ; he ſaid, he could, uſe no word fo proper 
lhe word detection, when he conſidered how often the ho- 
mblegentleman had come to that Houſe, and endeavoured to 
ade the Houſe that, what he took opop him to aſſert were 
% when he had not produced a fingle proof of any one of 
n, and moſt of them had by other gentlemen been proved 
e il|-founded, He declared, he had heard that two ne- 
wes made an affirmative, but he had never heard that five 
Ix reſolutions, each of them declared to be not true, a- 
ned to one general truth; that to him who did not pre- 
io be ſo ingenious as the honourable gentleman, it by no 
ts appeared to follow, that becaute every preceding reſo- 
an had been rejected, that therefore the Houſe ought to 
| the preſent motion, but exactly the contrary. He 8 

e 
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ded that the noble Lord, ſo far from meriting cenſure, nt 
rited great praiſe for his official conduct. When he came 
the prefidency at the admiralty, there was not a year's tinbe 
many one of our yards, no ſtores in our arſenals, and th 
Wee navy in a. périſhing ſtate. The noble Lord, by 
ackiity and fagacity had entirely altered the caſe; he h 
broken through à combination of the timber merchantz, 


- 


«rr wn 


that a favourable opinion of the vice-admiral of the Blue, g b 
vblvedin it a degree of guilt, 1 
- He was as ready as the noble Lord; to acknowledge WW : ; 


or indeed in a matter of mere property, who was knowl 
have any bias one way or the other, Such a preſumed 
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more imported wilful partiality, than it did any thing elle 3 
{ he-was ready to appeal to any one gentleman preſent, 
ed in the law, whether the whole ſyſtem of Engliſh juriſ- 
dence, and every form and mode of proceeding incident 
he exerciſe of it, did not militate in the ſtrongeſt manner 
woſt the admiſſion of any perſon, to be a judge on merits 
which he was known to have formed a previous opinion? 
a wholeſome provifioh in the manner of legal proceed- 
, was wiſe, and founded in reaſon, becauſe it operated 
ids the attainment of ſubſtantial juſtice, and no more 
eached the honour or integrity of perſons under ſuch cir- 
mſtances than it did on the account of any other ſenti- 
at or opinion they might entertain, though not at all con- 
ed with the ſubject matter. But his A did not 
it length 3 he had not ſtated a previous opinion as the 
wad of objection, he only mentioned a favourable teſti- 
(ny, as applicable to the admiralty board, not as applying 
the conduct of the gentlemen themſelves, . to ſhew that the 
d ought to have avoided every thing, which could be in- 
reted into an appearance of 3 en 
There was an expreſſion which fell from the noble Lord, 


0d a t he wiſhed to hear explained, becauſe, as it now re- 
tied, it ſeemed, in his opinion, to require explanation 
den 


8 where his Lordſhip charged him with being a ſtranger 
niltary feelings. If the noble Lord meant that he was 
rant of the profeſſion of a ſeaman, he acknowledged it; 
if he preſumed that he did not feel as an officer, when 
ſeelings were ſuppoſed to apply in common to the ſenti- 
us of an officer and a gentleman, he wiſhed the noble 
N would avow it ; or explain what he meant; becauſe, 
me event he ſhould reſt contented, and in the other know 
it was proper to be done, and to take the notice of at, 
a2 charge deſerved. 


ant the example of the honourable gentleman, who, 
u almoſt every occaſion, ſhewed a diſpoſition to de- 
rom the ſubject of debate, and to N himſelf in 
moſt indecent and ill-· founded invectives. He was ſatis- 
that the honourable gentlemen, had no intention of tra- 

ue characters of the gentlemen alluded to; and he 
act, lorry that he had not ſo expreſſed himſelf, when he was 
UW, as to have prevented a poſſibility of his being miſun- 
tod; though he was ſtill of opinion, that the words 
fairly 


rd Mulgrave ſaid, he would not recede, but would Lord A. L- 
example in juſtification of what he had ſaid; he grave. 


- = > 2 rs. - 4 


Admira 
Kappel. 


ſtrong impreſſions on any man. He felt how much he! 


more mortify ing conſequence, what he muſt have! 
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fairly admitted of the interpretation he had put upon the 
Warranted as he was from what had pafſed, till the wg 
were explained, he was not at liberty to interpret then 
any other manner; now they were explained, he was ri 
to receive them in the ſenſe they were intended by the} 
nourable gentleman. While he was up, he would how 
take the liberty of making one obſervation ; that in mat 
of ſuch delicacy, where honour and reputation of abl 
perſons were concerned, he thought it behoved that hond 
able gentleman, who was ſo prone to exerciſe attacks of t 
kind; to be more meaſured in his language, and not 
out facts and inſinuations at random, which either dire 
or by 1nference, might affect the reputation of profeſſi 
men, whaſe-greateſt treaſure, and boaſt was a character 
probity,, and a nice ſenſe of honour. 

Admiral Keppel roſe next, and confirmed almoſt e 
thing, which had been mentioned by the honourable geit 
man who made the motion, reſpecting the force in Breſt 
ter on the 20th of June; and the unkind and ungest 
treatment he had recerved from the admiralty-board, 
vvhom he had openly and without reſerve communicated 
moſt ſecret thoughts and opinions, though he confeſſel 
never leoked upon any of them to be his fincere fall! 
But he acted not upon motives of favour, His ſo•m n 
and his country called upon him, and had a right to bis 
vices, and he could fairly lay his hand on his heart and in 
that he had done his utmoſt ; and if the operations of 
-laft campaign had not turned out equal to the public et 
tions, he was fully conſcious, that he had acted win 
warmeſt zeal to the utmoſt of his abilities: and althoug 
widely differed in political ſentiments with the King's WWF © 
vants, he defied any one of them to quote a ſingle infa. 
in which thoſe ſentiments mixed with the diſcharge 
profeſſional duty.” | 1 

He confeſſed his ſituation was proud and flattering, | 
fingled out from among ſeveral officers of much ſuperiot 
rit; and the diſtinction, were it poſſible to inſpire WE”) 
zeal and activity in him, was ſuch, as muft have made 


indebtet to his fovereign and the nation and it my 
readily conceived what a contraſted fituation he m | 
felt himſelf in, when brought to a trial for his life, ! 1 
only reward of his poor ſervices; and ftill, if poly” * 


Tv 
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«ed, when he found himſelf driven from the ſervice 
eſfity ;: for ſurely no perſon would feriouſly contend 

neceluty 3 * pe * = 

: moment, that he ought to have retained his command, 

de his life, his honour and reputation were in ſome 

ite within the power of the ſame men who had ſuc- 

rely made attempts on each of them. He ſaid, if theſe 

iments had not ſo directly ftood in the way, the con- 

Rol the admiralty-board betrayed the ſame ſpirit of im- 


iſgrace could not be effected. Miniſters knew 
tne weeks previous to his ſetting off for Bath, for the 
very of his health, of his intention to go. They per- 
bim to go; and as ſoon as they found that he had 
town, and had of courſe made the neceſſary arrange- 
its for the reſtoration of his health, they ſent one let- 
and never followed it with a ſecond, 


Fg to a public trial, and afterwards driving him from 


[now going on at Portſmouth, they were by a ſide- wind 
ne him a ſecond time, and endeayouring to diſgrace the 


{not convict him in a direct, they were uſing the mo 
nitting endeavours to condemn him in an indirect 
diner ; but, thank God, their arts would fail of effecting 
r intentions. If they tried him every day, he was cer- 
that they could fix upon him no charge of incapacity 
ach of duty. The tranſactions of che 27th of July, 
they might be miſreprefented, they could not 
led. There were too many witneſſes, men of ho- 
and character, and of independent principles and ſpirit 


Ives but thoſe of truth and juſtice influence, with 

Mn be would be ever ready to depoſite his profeſſional 

ao, for in them he always was perſuaded he. would 
e guard 


ih, but of truth and juſtice. | | 
t made ſeveral obſeryatiqns on the language of an 
fable * in a preceding debate [Governor John- 
| who ad charged him among others that had ayowed 
intention of e ſervice, that when any m 


de too great for the ſtate, he ought to be convin 


dr. XI. 3 | honourable 


ability, and the fame defire to get rid of him, fince 
— d 


He thought that their enmity had been ſatisfied in firſt 


ice; but it was, it ſeems, not ſufficient, In the 


able officers who had acquited him; and ſince they 


ent on that day, whom no favour could tempt, nor no 


fans' of his honour, and the friends of no man 


i was no longer worthy of employment. This, he 
yas yery unfair and 8 iin datten. The ſame 
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battle to be fought again, would fight it in 2 bettet 


you do not ſerve, you are thereby attempting to ſow fad 
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honourable gentleman had given a decided opinion on 
conduct, N his firſt return into im for a rej 
forcement, He wiſhed" the honourable gentleman had x 
ſidered both citcumſtances before he ventured to decide ſo q 
ſitively on 3 motives for declining the ſervice in d 
inftance, or his conduct for returning into port in 1 
other. The queſtion in the firſt place was, if called up 
to ſexve, whether he could have done it with any Proſp 
of ſucceſs ? The honourable gentleman's argument did u 
come with any peculiar force, becapſe, in the infa 
he was obſerving that officers ought not to be permit 
to be too great for the ſtate, he found fault with hy 
fot returning into port, and with his general .diſpofitia 
in the day of action, preſuming that he himſelf, were ü 


in another manner, Hs 
Here was an arguinent there was, no eſcaping, I 
wrong to employ you ; you might IG the battle 
a better and another manner, and you ſhould not ha 
returned into port the firſt time, becauſe you neither k 


- . 


whether the French were ſuperior, or if 1 did, you ſhot 
nevertheleſs have met them. But though we impeach yot 
military {kill, and charge you with a want of zeal, full, 


and diſconteht in the fleet,” The whole of which, dran 
into an abſtra& propoſition, applied to me and a not 
Lord over the way, amounts to this, that no officer ougl 
to be permitted to become too great for the ſtate, becau 
he refuſes to ſerve under men who have proferibed his be 
nour and reputation, _ 
After ſeveral reaſons given in detail, why he could 
tro the miniſtry, particularly that part of it, wich wk 
he muſt be more immediately connected, he declared! 
readineſs to do it, if properly called upon. He was, u 
ever would be at the ſervice of his ſovereign and his cou 
try, and he had no liberty. of his own, he ſaid, whene 
his ſervices were thus called for, | 
He faid, he was not preſent at the debate in which 
implied charge of mutiny bad been made againſt him à 
the captains who met to addreſs the King. He was lit 
at Bath, but he underſtood that the charge was made | 
e ſame honourable gentleman who had condemned the 
of his conduct. That, as well as every other aflerti00 4 
interpretation put on his conduct, was miſrepreſented. 


| it was true, meet ſeveral officers of rank and reputa- 
a; but ſo far from defiring them not to ſerve, he preſſed 
m to ſerve 3 and as well as he was able, pointed out to 
n the impropriety of declining the ſervice at ſuch a cri- 
al conjuncture. He was amazed at the word mutiny be- 
uſed by any honourable member ; but .he had learned 
gm experience, not to be ſurprized at __ 22 
he true one being put on his conduct. He could, with- 
t any impeachment of his duty or his honour, promote 
þ a mutiny any day; and if he defired the captains, as he 
| in the inſtance alluded to, to ſerve their country, he 
efumed it could be no crime in the opinion of any, but 
loſe who were predetermined to cenſure every part of his 
duct. 

He complained of the attack made upon him by the vice 
Iniral of the blue, in the newſpapers z and the continual 
repreſentations which were circulated without doors to 
I dladvantage. He valued them not, thank God, and would 
mays abide by the ſenſe of his country, as there was no- 
ing he more fincerely wiſhed than to have himſelf judged 


that manner. 


1 He underſtood, that in the courſe of the laſt debate, the 
* de Lord in the blue ribbon had juſtified the not ſending 
u {padron into the Mediterranean on a preſumed advice of 


„ that it would not be prudent to detach, It was very 
ve, be gave it as his opinion, conſidering the inadequate 
ca” of our naval force ; but he begged leave to ſay, that 
n an opinion did not imply any approbation of the mea; 
tes which created the neceſſity of not detaching. It was 
miſe urged, that his opinion, that a ſquadron could not 
ſpared to block up 4 fleet in the Mediterranean, 
ks underſtood as a diſapprobation of detaching at all. 
Ithung could be farther from his thoughts than either to 
u too large a detachment at one 2 or to ſend it too 
. Though we could not ſpare thirteen ſhips, we might 
detached five : by that means, Lord Howe would have 
£1 rendered ſuperior to D'Eſtaing, and the other eight 
bps of the line would have been ſuch an entation to 
e weſtern ſquadron, as would have rendered it equal, when 
irſt went to ſea, to that of France, and have given him 
lecided ſuperiority in all the ſubſequent operations of the 
Ne mentioned the ſu jority of the French to his ſqua · 
u, when be firſt 2 and ſaid, he was one 
1 P þ 2 how 
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e Governor Jobnſfanc entered into a long juſtification of 


fene. 
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how any man could doubt it, after the proofs of the þ 
which had already been exhibited ; but much more t 
miniſters would do ſo, when they knew that he could pn 
they were fully informed of the fact. 09 7 

He obſerved, that no man had more freely or unreſery 
ly dealt out his cenſures upon adminiſtration than the! 
nourable gentleman under the gallery { Johnſtone] and 
he underftood he was again going out under their auſpi 
He did not preſume to find fault with the honourable gt 
tleman's reſolution; but he could not help preſuming 
he entertained more favourable ſentiments of the wilt 
and ability of adminiſtration than he ſeemed willing to 
knowledge. 

He then entered into a review of the conduct of L 
Howe, beſtowed upon it the higheſt encomiums ; and 
firmed, if it had not been for his ſuperior ſkill and abi 
our naval force in America would have been de 
taken; and that the greateſt and moſt fortunate exert 
of the noble Lord muſt have failed, had I Eſtaing eil 
arrived at the mouth of the Delaware a few days earlier, 
had proceeded directly to New Vork. | 


former ſpeech. He differed in opinion that it would þ: 
been ſafe for D*Eftaing to have proceeded directly to Ne 
York, or have remained there, when he was not ſure d 
the firft proipeR each ſucceſſive morning might have preſck 
ed, would not be the united fleets of Lord Howe and M 
Byron, in which caſe his ruin would be inevitable; 
contended, and would ever contend, that Lord Hove 
equal to D*Eftaing off Rhode Ifland ; and that although't 
French admiral had arrived in the Delaware, ſuch 
the natural defences and obſtructions to the navigation « 
large ſhips up that river, that both the fleet and the am 
would have remained perfe&ly ſafe, 

He denied that he had made any perſonal attack upt 
the honourable admiral who ſpoke laſt, when abſent; H 
gave his opinion fairly, and without reſerve, as a memt 
of that Houſe, What he ſaid, was founded upon fache 
public notoriety, ſuch as, that the admiral had ſo many ſhip 
the French ſo many, and that ſuch was the iſſue of the o 
teſt of the 27th of July. | 


Thoſe were matters which a profeſſional man might ſpeak 


of with ſome confidence, though not with certainty. Ibe 
were facts every man was at liberty to reaſon upon. Hl 


7 
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dat whatever his opinion of adminiſtration might bo, 

could not come into the ideas of oppoſition ; a ſepara- 
between Great Britain and America was a meaſure he 

never conſent to, as long as the leaſt proſpect of ſuc- 
remained. He was certain that ſuch a political connec- 

125 was propoſed, in which the rights of both countries 
* acknowledged, would be equally beneficial to them; 

le a ſeparation, would be no leis fatal. It would amount 
tcaly to the relinquiſhing of the trade and commerce of 
country, and the conſequent decreaſe of our naval power, 
t would add proportionably to that of France in each 


He ſaid, he heard with joy and great inward ſatisfaction, 
opinion in. reſpect of ſending out a reinforcement to Lord 
owe, receive the approbation of the honourable admiral. 
& poke to the propriety of that meaſure, and voted for the 
ware of the admiralty-board, merely for their neglect in 
inſtance, It was plain by the honourable admiral's avow- 
opioion, that adminiſtration could not ſafely detach a ſuf- 
dent force to the Mediterranean. It was equally evident 
m the ſame authority, that they could have ſpared ive 
gm, which would have been enough to have given the no- 
Lud a decided ſuperiority ; nor was it leſs clear, that 
i glecting to do ſo, they had betrayed the greateſt 


Rcity. F | | 
The cenſure of miniſters for ſending out the hongurabſe 
ml with 20 ſhips, was not, in his opinion, well found- 
ualeſs it could be proved that more were ready, If they 
ut 2 ſmaller, when they might have ſent a larger force, they 
highly to blame; if they could not, all circumſtances 
mldered, he thought the meaſure very juſtifiable. At moſt, 
uy (blame. was due, it could be only on the ground, that 
detachment under Mr. Byron was too large, and from 
at circumſtance, the ſquadron for our home- defence and 
protection of our returning trade fleets, was unneceſſa- 
y weakened, Combining theſe two circumſtances, he 
ly agreed with the honourable admiral ; but on the ſup- 
don, that it was neceſſary to detach thirteen ; ſhips of 
| line to reinforce Lord Howe, the other, meaſure, that 
ending out the honourable admiral with twenty, was, in 
Pimon, every way defenſible. | 254 
tle avowed his wiſh to ſerve, and his readineſs to accept 
ay command which adminiſtration thought proper to 
ut him with. It was a ſeaſon when * ſtate called 


upon 


| hght, he, for one, thought that no man could withhold1 
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upon the ſervices of every man, of every party, whoſe bj 
ties or habits of life, or profeſſion, rendered him a fit g 
fon to be called upon. | 

As long as the war was a war upon the rights of An 
cans, and upon the liberties and privileges they were entitlif 
to 123 ſubjects, he was determined to decline his 
favourite purſuit, that of his proſeſſion; but as ſoon 
France interfered in the conteſt, the nature of it wat 
tally changed, It was not now a war with America, þ 
a war with France, allied with a part of our own ſubſes 
the object of which was the deſtruction of England, 

In that light alone he ſhould ever hold it; and in t 


ſervices from the ſtate, without tacitly acknowledging hi 
ſelf to be indifferent -as to the flue. Our ſituat 
was, he confeſſed, difficult and d but was nevi 
cheleſs accompanied with a variety of „ Whi 
held out proſpects of ſucceſs and better times. He deſct 
ed the ſtate of America, the weakneſs of che ulurpedy 
vernment eſtabliſhed there, the total — 2 France 
give the colonies any ſuccour or affiſtance ; deftruQi 
of the French commerce; and a variety of other matt 
to ſhew, that America, in caſe the operations of the enſai 
campaign were puſhed with ſpirit and vigour, would of n 
ceſſity be compelled to ſubmit and accept of reaſonable j 
poſitions, for a permanent accommodation, of all the it 
fiſting diſficulties. | 

He adviſed miniſters to loſe no time in the neceſſary pre; 
rations, for a vigorous campaign in America; for if either 
troops meant to be ſent thither, were deficient in number, 
ſent too lates it would be much better not to ſend them ata 
The conſequences would, and muſt be one or both of thek 
that nothing? deciſive could be attempted with an inadequa 
force; and that even with an adequate force, collected 
late, no ive or general plan could be carried into exec 
tion. He hoped to hear or ſee no more ridiculous campaig 
which ſerved only to laviſh the money and the beſt blood 
this country ; that whatever was attempted would be ff 
dily attempted ; and that in ſuch a manner, as to promiſe ev 
ry rational hope of ſucceſs. | | 

He entered into a defence of the admiralty-board, reſpect 
their treatment of the two Admirals{Lord Howe and Mr. K 

3 faid that if they refuſed to ſerve under that board, it 
net the fault of the board; for it had no power that he kno 


19. DAR 


to foree them into the ſervice. - The admiralty- board 
E not anſwerable for the contents of the letter publiſhed in 
zewſpapers, and. ſigned Bit Hugh Palliſer; nor did he 
vt when every other mode of redreſs was refuſed, that 4 
per was an improper channel of conveying the ſenti- 


1 iceye. He inſtanced the caſe of Lord Chatham, on the 
hes of bis reſignation, and of his accepting of a penſion 
unſelf and ſamily, and a barony for his Lady and her 
„in a letter to Alderman Beckford which was circulated 
ll the public prints; and of a Roman emperor, who be- 
libelled, anſwered-the libel by a publication affixed on his 


« tes. | , b 
fe — wat the caſe of the late Lord Anfon, Admiral 


Id 

u oure, and the preſent Lord Hawke, who were ſeverally 
att our with ſquadrons inferior to thoſe of the enemy, who 
eve impeached the conduct of thoſe who ſent them out, or 
i de eircumſtance into a ground of accuſation. 

(ee went into a variety of obſervations of leſs moment, and 
d ehe<ould. not: give his aſſent to the motion prepoſed by his 
ce rable friend; as there did not appear ſufficient evidence 


ti ſacts on which the cenſure of the noble Earl's conduct 
avowed to be grounded. | | 

fl, James Grenville ſtated. ſeveral computations reſpecti 
wal force of the preſent day, and that of a ſimilar peri 

vg the late glorious war, to prove that although greater 
pad been expended the three firſt years of this war, than 
re firſt years of the former, that our navy was not near- 
al reſpectable a condition. 

E mentioned the ſhameful, the criminal negle& of the 
Wterranean, and ſaid we muſt expect and look, and per- 
11 the event was at no great diſtance, for the loſs of Mi- 
N and Gibraltar. ' LEI CM ; 
len picture of former adminiſtrations, particularly 
Mr. Pitt, afterwards Earl of Chatham, which he con- 
1&6 with that of the preſent ; and begged that fortune 
not be ſuppoſed to have any hand in either, becauſe the 
© in each period according to the general courſe of hu- 
decurrences muſt have produced the effects which follow- 
e Leak meaſu ruin and diſgrace; thoſe planned in 
lam, and conducted on the principles of the conſtitution, 
F were all directed to the public good, fame, honour and 


it a & (poke ſhortly to ſeveral parts of the.queſtion, and pre- 
there was not A perfon preſent, who ſeriouſly doubted, 
| wether 


1 * perſons, who thought themſelves aggrieved, to the 


Mr. James 
Grenville. 
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whether proofs had not been laid before the Houſe, fully f 
ficient to juſtify the preſent vote. 

Lord Howe anſwered Lord Mulgrave as to ſeveral parte 
lars, He denied that the two ſhips of the line were intend 
as a reinforcement, one of them being ſent with the comm 
fioners and ordered to return with them ſhould they make 
ftay, and without them if they ſhould ; and as to the of 
the Eagle, being ordered home with him, it rendered the fe 
equal to what it was before thoſe ſhips were ſent out; 
that on the whole, the reinforcement ſtated by the noble Li 
amounted to juſt nothing, : 

He then replied to Governor Johnſtene. He ſaid, thatt 
army could never have made their retreat good from Philad 
phia, if D*Eftaing had arrived a few days earlier; that t 
Delaware would have been blocked up; and that the ſup 
of proviſions being cut off, the army under Sir Henry Clint 
muſt either have been ſtarved or be compelled to force t 
way to New York, under every poſſible diſadvantage : or ſ 

ing that the army might have gained New York with 


any conſiderable loſs, the force under his command in the l 


laware, deprived of their co-operation, muſt have fallen it 
the enemy's hands; the conſequence of which muſt be, t 
by the aſſiſtance of the rebel army and the additional fo 
D'Eftaing might have avoided an engagement with Mr, | 
ron, or met him with a confeſſed ſuperiority, ſome of his 
having been ſeparated from him in the gale of wind on 
paſſage from Europe. 

As to his force being equal off Rhode-Ifland, to that und 
the command of D*Eitaing, he denied it; and begged} 
once for ail, to contradi& the honourable gentleman's afſerti 
It was neither equal in point of number of ſhips of the lit 
or numbers; and it was in his opinion to the laſt degree 
ſurd and impraQticable, to talk of a line of battle; and 
the ideal arrangement of it, to ſtate fifties and forties bei 
brought into the line, and ſuppoſing that they couid lie alot 
fide ſeventy-fours, and large French fixty-fours. The 
ricular inſtance, on which the honourable gentleman ſo m 
relied, of an Engliſh fifty [the Phoenix] engaging 2 Frei 
ſeventy-four, afforded no good ground for fo wild à con 
ture; and he would recommend to the honourable gentlen 
ſhould he be called into actual ſervice, not wantonly, upon 
preſumption of ſuperior ſkill or courage, to riſque too m 
upon thoſe circumſtances ; for if accidents proved ſometi 
favourable on one ſide, it furniſhed a fair argument, that 

1 f E. 
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. prove / at another time equally fayourable on that of the 


and obſerved, that in operations of great magnitude, too 
 fireſs/ſhould not be laid upon the circumſtances of ſu- 
or brill and bravery. It was a miſtaken doarine ; and 
that he ne ver liked to hear urged with too great confidence. 
ws ong to deſpiſe an enemy on thoſe accounts; for what 
emed and always ſhould, the beſt pledge of ſucceſs, was 
quality, of force. The Britiſh navy had often triumphed 
iþ an inferior force. It was not however always the caſe : 
his part, he would truſt to an equality; he would not be 
wed from his duty, though a ſuperiority was againſt him; 
#8 a ſeaman, when an equality or ſuperiority of force 
be procured he would ever prefer it. 


urable gentieman's expulſion (Mr. Wilkes] on which 
med to lay ſo great a ſtreſs. The precedent, that he 
dren expelled upon an aggregate charge, conſiſting of 
kparate articles. Fitſt, for a republication of the North 
. Was not that fact known to- the whole kingdom ? 
got be legally convicted in a court of law? Was not 
gentleman convicted upon a ſimilar charge, reſpecting the 
on Woman? Had not he avowed at the bar of that 
„that he was the author of the libel on a noble Viſ- 


wry upon record, though from ſome circumſtances of in- 


wy was reverſed, He be gged the honourable gentleman 
waſder, whether any one ot thoſe charges could/be con- 
ned, much leſs denied; three of them were matter of re- 
and the fourth was founded in that ſpecies of evidence, 


the truth of the charge, that was to lead to the puniſh- 
* they were about to inflict. 

it then proceeded to examine the nature of the proofs of 
Kþective charges, on which the honourable gentleman 


ceiving the nation in November 1777, by affirm-. 
u there were at that time ready. or nearly ready for ſea 
eus of the line. Had the honourable gentleman proved, 
here were not? No, certainly, he had not; on the con- 
the affirmative had been proved, over and over again, in 
Ju. XI. 1 the 


| 
with 
lat 


I Lordſhip then entered into the detail of the a7th of Ju- 


t, then in high office [Weymouth]? and was not. his. 


Wity, which aroſe in the courſe of the proceedings, the. 


Nn received as the beſt and moſt concluſtve; the confeſſion. 
ke party accuſed, in the preſence of the judicature, which 
fpnilance of the offence, and who were to determine 


* his preſent motion. He had accuſed the noble 


land NVerib replied to Mr. Fox, upon the precedent of an Ls. Mor. 
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the courſe of the debates on the ſubje&t. The next chi 
was, that we were not equal to France in June, and tho ph 
was, that Admiral Keppel failed early in that month, yi 
only twenty ſhips of the line, while there were twenty.ſe 
or thirty-two ready to proceed to fea from the harbour 
Breſt, To this he would give a direct anſwer, that botht 
fact and the conſequence on which it was founded were equal 
void of proof to ſupport them. For it might with much me 
Juſtice be aſſerted, that the naval force of this country, w 
fully equal to that of France in June; becauſe when 
Keppel failed from Plymouth, there were not more than ſevet 
teen, at moſt twenty, fail of the line, ready to proceed to 
from Breſt water. Here his Lordſhip went into ſeveral arg 
ments to maintain this poſition, ſuch as that the papers fout 
aboard the Licorne and the Pallas, contained no ſpecific pre 
whatever, only a mere paper of anchorage, without date, whit 
might be preſumed to bear relation as well to a former orf 
ture arrangement (of a pilot's mere inſtruction for anc 
rage); but what put the matter paſt doubt in his mind, 
took away every pretence for controverſy was, that D'Orvllie 
looked upon himſelf to be inf-rior to the weſtern ſquadre 
otherwiſe he never would have ſtayed in harbour, while he: 
convinced that he had a ſuperiority of three to two over 
enemy, then ftationed off the coaſt; and waited from moti 
of inverted policy, till that enemy was in a ſituation tome 
him upon equal terms. | | 

His Lordſhip then defended the propriety of not detachi 
earlier, or not ſending a ſquadron to Gibraltar, in order 
block up that of D' Eſtaing, and thereby preventing him fre 

oceeding to America, 

The honourable Admiral who lately ſpoke in the debat 
acknowledged frequently that it would not be prudent to ſa 
a fleet to the Mediterranean; and for his part, he was equal 
clear, that it would be a very hazardous and dangerous me 
ſure to have detached Mr. Byron, on the ſervice on which 
was ſent, till it was firſt known what courſe D*'Eftaing 
taken; till it was known that he was in his way a 
Atlantic, or meant to have joined the Breſt fleet. 

The honourable Admiral had acceded to, or rather conf 
med, theſe reaſonings, in the courſe of his ſpeech ; but fa 
why not ſend five ſhips to enforce the noble Lord, then con 
manding in America? And the noble Lord himſelf had col 
firmed this argument, by ſaying that he was inferior 
D'Eftaing, | 


. 


He begged leave to anſwer both thoſe objections. To the 
mourable Admiral, it was enough to anſwer, that the noble 
id was equal, if not, nearly equal, to D'Eſtaing; and that 
niters were fully juſtified in hazarding and truſting to a 
ung inferiority, on the part of the noble Lord, fo long as 
by remained in a ſtate of ſuſpence, concerning, the deſtina- 


mol the ſquadron under D*Eſtaing. To the noble Lord, who 


x faid that two ſhips which compoſed part of his ſquadron 
xe no addition to the ſtrength of the naval force in Ameri- 
Ait was ſufficient to obſerve, that in the ſituation he was in, 
wrized of D'Eſtaing's ſuppoſed deſtination, he would never 
e permitted the ſhip which carried out the commiſſioners, 
preturn, nor come home in the Eagle himſelf, when he muſt 
eeive, that the reducing the remaining force, would have 
rn little ſhort of devoting it to the enemy, which in that 
ent, muſt have been manifeſtly ſo far ſuperior, as to cut off 
noſt any well-founded proſpect of ſucceſsful reſiſtance, 
fis Lordſhip paſſed ſeveral handſome compliments on the 
dle Lord near him [ Mulgrave]; ſaid he had ſtated the matters 
n curſorily mentioned by him, in a manner which rendered 
i ning very unaeceſſary, had not the honourable Admiral 
rr the way and the noble Lord behind him ¶ Howe] preſſed 
pſfrongly the neceſſity of ſending out a ſmall detachment, in 
3 give the noble Lord laſt mentioned, a ſuperiority over 
VEftaing. 5 
flis Lordſhip ſaid he muſt take notice of the language of the 
mourable Admiral, whoſe principal complaint againſt the 
dle Lord at the head of the Admiralty, and the reft of his 
lieſty's miniſters, and which he aſſigned as a very ſtr 
tive for his declining to ſerve, was, that he was not be 
d entreated and ſupplicated to ſerve, —He aſſured the ho- 
wurable Admiral, if he knew that no other impediment ſtood 
ithe way, he was ſo well apprized of his great abilities, and 
nxious to ſee them employed in the ſervice of his country, 
lt inſtead of writing one letter, he would bave adviſed the 
ting of a ſecond and a third, in order to effect fo deſirable 
purpoſe ; and he was certain, ſo would every one of his 
Maeſty's ſervants, He had to lament that he did not know 
Ltime, that all the honourable Admiral wanted to induce 
un to the performance of his duty was, to be begged and en- 
mated ; for he aſſured him, as far as he had any voice or influ- 


Ne in his Majeſty's. councils, no ground of complaint would 


Ive remained on that head. 


To that part of Mr. Fox's ſpeech which contained 4 
auge of partiality and enmity in adminiſtration towards the 
| 27 2 ho- 
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honourable Admiral, be next feplied ; as it could not be 
intete ſt of Adminiſtration to perſecute or proſecute Mr, Ke 
pel, ſo now it was not their wiſh, s either ſcneen or exculpa 
Sir Hugh Palliſer. Miniſtry knew nothing of that gen 
man's intended charge, till it appeared in the ſhape of a | 
fre accuſation, formally preferred to the board of admira] 
nor was there the leaſt intention of Thewing any favour ori 
dulgence to Sir Hugh Pallifer, but what he was entitled 
from principles of humanity and juſtice. His Lordſhip o 
ſerved that no accuſation having been made, the admit 
board upon what came out in evidence on the honourable þ 
miral's trial thought that the minutes on that trial affor 
ſufficient matter on vhieh to ground amenquiry into the yi 
admiral's conduct; they held it their duty to do fo, and in 
opinion nothing but the moſt malignant diſpoſition, Fic 
malice and party „could have led any man to conclut 
that either the noble Lord, or any other member or menibe 
of adminiſtration, had interfeted in the difference which arc 
between the Admiral and Vice-admiral. It was to the laſtt 
gree abſurd and monſtrous; it was indeed a malicious and! 

nded accufation, to fay they did, and could only have g 
ginated in the rage and difappointment of party, and in | 
moſt extravagant frenzy and fury of faction. 
- He perfealy correſponded in ſentiment with the noble Li 
who ſpoke early [Mulgrave] that it was cruel, ungenero 
and indecent, to attack men in the performance of their dut 
and an act of duty too, very far from being pleaſant, that N. 
fitting on the life and'honour of a brother officer. It was WM.” * 
laſt fpecies of perſecution towards a fallen and unfottum 


man. ft was an unjuſtifiable attack upon the characten A 
profeſſional men, and could be deſigned for no other appatt 1 

purpoſe but deterring them from the performance of than” | 
duty, by holding out the alternative of either conſenting $5 
convict, perhaps an innocent man, or of ſubmitting o ! 
obloquy of having been ſo far influenced by partial or cor Ut 
motives, as to ſacrifice every thing which they ſhould hold dai ? 
as men or officers, the preſervation of their honour and 3 0” * 
regatd to their oaths. | mo! 


He ſpoke of the temonſtrance, figned by the naval office 
and faid*though there were ſeveral fignatures to that pape wat 
which he ever had and ever would revere, he was free to ah 0 
that it gave à very dangerous example; and was in its 
ture ſubverſive of all diſcipline and ſubordination. If 3 | 

Is of ſuch a kind, were promoted or encouraged, no pee 
Could ſay where they might end, or whether in time they a 
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extended to every ſubordinate rank and claſs of ſea- 
and inſtend of promoting the purpoſes which it af- 
to tecommend, be productive of mutiny and diſobe- 


u Lordſhip concluded with faying, that, as nothing 
A went to the aggregate charge had been proved; or 
ky the matter — formally and ſubſtantially, as 
"ſeparate charge been diſproved and negatived; fo 
weird no argument to ſhew that an aggregate of a 
ind negatives, could never be made to amount, in 
Þ or Juſtice, 'to a fingle affirmative. | 


not admit of a large detachment” 
nean or America, that nevertheleſs five ſhips might 


Ming reached it; which would have had the defired 
a; that of giving him a ſuperiority at his going out the 
u ene, and in the courſe of the whole ſummer after, as 
I's the noble Lord under the oppoſite gallery. He 
Wd, by tlrat means, have gone out with twenty- eight in- 
ul of twenty ſhips, and after his reinforcements reached 
ee would have had a force of forty ſhips'of the line, 
would have been ſuch a decifive ſuperiority, as muſt 
flocked up D' Orvilliers, or, if he had ventured to come 
would, in all human probability, have ended in his de- 
Ihe noble Lord in the blue ribbon had affected to be very 
at his expence ; he was very glad when any thing 
a fell from him, furniſhed an opportunity to the 
Lord to diſplay his wit, which it was acknowledged 
ul hands he could exert at will; but ſince the noble 
i had been indulged in his witty ironical ſtrictures, he 
fd leave to obſerve, that ſo far from ſaying that he 
to be begged or intreated, that he did not even in- 
ne any ſuch wiſh or expectation. He complained, that, 
Ws acquittal, he received a cold letter. He complained, 
mother had been ſent to his houſe in his abſence, when 


dat no further notice had been taken of him. Now he 
0 f rot perceive any thing in this ſhort, but plain narra- 
ts e wat indicated a wiſh or defire to be begged, ſuppli- 


e intreated. He Rood fairly in the opinion of every 


Kal man in the Houſe, naval or militaty, whether this 
Ent amounted even to a common encouragement, ſuch 
1 as 


Mmiral 'AZppe! repeated, that — — — 1 antes 
r either the di- Keppel. 


been ſpare! early enough to reach America before 
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known he was out of town for the benefit of his health, 
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as ſhovld accompany a truſt of ſuch importance, fo 
to reſume his command; or, whether his declining to ſe 
under ſuch circumſtances, might be fairly interpreted j 
a wiſh to be begged to ſerve, to be humoured in the pe 
lance and caprice of a child, who required preffing to 
cept of what he would not take without being intre; 
and ſolicited, He aſſured the noble Lord he was no & 
however capricious he might deem him; neither did 
regard the miniſtry as children; but if the noble 
wanted to really know why he mentioned the letter, 
would fairly tell him, that, at ſo important a criſis as 
preſent, he did not love to lie ſtill, for he was ready to 
whenever he could edo it with ſecurity, and upon ſuch te 
as he could fafely truſt to. 

Lord North made a ſhort reply to the admiral. He 
he did not conſider him as a child, and was ſorry that 
underſtood him to be in jeſt when he was moſt ſeriouſ 
earneſt, He believed the letter alluded. to was drawn v 
the common forms of office: there was nothing, he 
ſumed, omitted that ought to have been inſerted; an 
there was nothing added, the honourable admiral had 
reaſon to charge the letter with coldneſs on that accc 
As to the honourable admiral's readineſs to ſerve, it amo 


ed to very little, if it was meant to be accompanie * fa 
clogged with conditions not uſually annexed to comme 
of a fimilar nature. He was perfectly ſerious when he dl 
preſſed a wiſh for his ſervices; but that wiſh, he cone o 
did not extend farther than the general rules and ua et 
the ſervice were ſtrictly adhered to. rs | 
It was not, in his opinion, quite fair to charge admin * - 
tion with driving him from the ſervice of his country, 7 
UDIE 


in fact, taking the matter either way, his declining to 
amounted to a direct refuſal to ſerve, if, in acceptil 
command, he annexed terms to that acceptance not 
ranted or ſupported by precedent. 

Right honourable 7. Townſhend contended, that every 
ſtep taken by adminiſtration afforded the moſt inequl 


proofs that the ſame ſyſtem had been uniformly 2 of it 
that was a proſcription of every officer who protciled i of 
a whig, or acted independently, or dared, upon any At 
ſion, as a ſenator, to differ from the King's ſervant An 

He inſtanced the cold and unkind treatment 0 5 


the late Sir Charlcs Saunders had experienced at the 
of miniſters, On the proſpect of an approaching 7 


Spain, relative to the diſpute concerning Faulkland's 
h that gallant ſeaman was called upon, he believed 
ntly, by miniſters. He attended to their call with 
rity, and with that zeal for the honour of his King, 
for the intereſts of his country, for which he was ſo 


almiral had put himſelf to a very great expence in 
gary preparations, the ſhips were diſarmed, and thence- 
xd, to the day of Sir Charles's death, miniſters took 
wtice of him, but reſumed their former coolneſs and 
jeſt, manifeſting the moſt pitiful and paultry reſent- 
x, that of neglecting even to make an offer or acknow- 
ment for the very conſiderable expence he had been 
v. 

fl then gave an hiſtory of the treatment of Mr. Kep- 
from his being called into the cloſet in November 
, to give his opinion reſpecting the then ſituation of 
l affairs, and the armaments going on in the ports of 
e and Spain, to the inſtant he was ſpeaking ; and 
raded, that in every one inſtance, miniſters had acted 
tina ſtyle of coolneſs, diffidence and neglect, or di- 
h hoſtile, 

& faid, no change could be expected which would 
I the ſituation of a profeſſional man. It was the report 
e day, that Lord Sandwich, after he ſhould be car- 
through the ordeal, by means of a corrupt majority, 
prefign, and give place to Lord Hilſborough. What 
bis but a continuance of the ſame weak and wicked 
n? Aſyſtem merely framed to keep the patronage of 
uvy in the hands of great Lords, who were known 
lubſervient to the will of the court, to have a land 
umiral to command our navy in times of war. 


te argument to the conduct of the admiralty-board, 
ſen. hoſtilities were commenced we had always the 
of it; and that he never recollected a ſingle inſtance, 
Kd of one, in which we were fully enabled to exert our- 
zul the third or fourth year. fa King William and 
u Anne's time, hiſtory ſupported the truth of the ob- 
Wn; and in the war in 1739 with Spain, and after- 
mth Spain and France, though it continued for al- 


y diſtinguiſhed, When that affair blew over, after 


Helbore Ellis ſpoke of the advantages an abſolute mo- Mr. Naber 
by had over a limited one in times of war. He ap- L 


ten years, we had never ſtruck what might be called / | 
ure blow, till towards the cloſe of it, when Anſon 
and 
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and Warren, and the preſent Lord Hawke, had ſaccefliv 

defeated the French fleets ; the conſequence of which 

the favourable terms we afterwards procured from our 

the preſent Empreſs Queen, no lefs than by much the pre 

- part of Auſtrian Flanders, then, in the poſſeſſion 
rance. | 

He ſpoke likewiſe of the conduct of the late war,; 
ſhewed, that we experienced very little ſucceſs till the for 

ear. 

The conclußon he drew was, if there had been any 
parent weakneſs in our ſtate of naval preparation and its 
fective force, it was clearly imputable to a radical cauſe, j 
herent in our conſtitution, which while it occaſioned « 
firſt efforts to be weak and feeble, amply counterbalanced tl 
defect, by the additional ſtrength and vigour, which it 
fuſed into all our ſubſequent operations. 

Colonel Barrs roſe, and paſſed the higheſt encomiums 
the conduct of Admiral Keppel, which he contraſted 
the partial, cool, and perſecuting behaviour of miniſt 
They had inveigled him, as it were, into the ſervice for e 
tain temporary purpoſes; and as ſoon as thoſe purpoſes 1 
anſwered, they conſpired to effect his ruin, They ing 
ed, that they could cover the ruinous ſtate and condition 
the navy, under that gentleman's fame and reputation a 
ſeaman, and his popularity as an honeſt independent n 
When they had ſecured that point, they inſtantly began 
plot his deſtruction. He was equally laviſh in his encot 
ums on the noble Lord who commanded in America, and 
contraſting his profeſional merit with the treatment ne 
ceived from miniſters, affirming without reſerve, that f 
great abilities, their integrity, and their known independ 
ſpirit, and love for their country, were the true motives 
the neglect and indifference ſhewn to one, and the perl 
tion and coldneſs ſhewn to the other. He faid, beſides 
their great and good qualities, they poſſeſfed a ſpecies 
profeſhonal popularity among their brother officers, I 
perhaps than any two men ever experienced at one um 
this country. It was not a popularity that was confined 
the officers alone, or to even the very ſeamen {ſerving u 
them; it was univerſal in every quarter of the globe 
2 Britiſh ſeaman was to be found. Little KeppeF 
4 Black Dick“ were the favourites, and he folcmnly | 
tefted, that he believed, if the whole Britiſh navy * 
rendezyous and be united in one ſquadron, or deſtis 
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w ſervices, and that Little Keppel or Black Dick were to 
mand jointly or ſeverally, that ſuch was the confidence, 
ion and eſtimation thoſe officers were held in by the 
ole body of Britiſh ſeamen, that a preſs upon ſuch an oc- 
aon would be rendered in a great meaſure unneceflary, 
ey were honeſt men, that was a crime; they were both 
e and honeſt, that was a greater crime; they were honeſt, 
tl, and independent, ſtill worſe ; but they were bade 
tle, independent, and popular, and that was the greate 
ine of all. Such men, with ſuch diſpoſitions, were not 
wer objects of miniſterial confidence or attention; ſervi- 
hn, flattery, and all the deceptious arts by which the pre- 
tet of men in power have attained to their elevated ſta- 
ns, and have kept themſelves in them, are expected from 
| their ſubordinate inftruments. A ſyſtem of ſo much 
akneſs, art, and villainy, muſt be ſupported throughout 
ry part of government ! it muſt be prevalent and univer- 
I or the whole fabric may fall about the ears of its con- 
mers and conductors. Lord Howe and Mr. Keppel were 
it men fit for the purpoſes which muſt be effected by ſuch a 
em; they could not, nor would not co-operate in ſupport 
Fit; and, fince miniſters were raſh and contident enough 
hazard every thing upon the iſſue, he was of opinion, that 
&7 had ated conſiſtently and upon principle, in driving 
joſe two great officers from the ſervice, But when he gave 
kem credit for this management, he warned them to be 
rare of the conſequences in caſe of defeat or diſaſter. The 
ation, in caſe of misfortune, would demand juſtice—the 
ads of miniſters were ſtaked on the iſſue they were en- 
nuted with the executive power—Parliament had placed in 
Zn an unlimited confidence; they had repeatedly pledged 
temſelyes to Parliament for the meaſures they had adviſed 
ir Sovereign to adopt, and ſhould any fatal diſaſter fol- 
, their heads would be made reſponſible for the conſe - 
bences, X 
The noble Lord in the blue ribbon, was generally efleemed 
| honeſt man, indeed he believed he was a very honeſt man, 
he ſenſe he uaderſtood the expreſſion ; that is, he was not a 
ic plunderer ; but if on the other hand, he permitted 
e nation to be plundered of millions, he would repeat mil- 
ns, before his face, was not he, as the great truſtee of the 
lic, much more culpable than thoſe who actually robbed 
ir country and ſhared the ſpoil? If there was 200,000. . 
ſen to this contractor, as much more to another; if every 
an almoſt in every public ſituation, connected with the 
Vou, XI. . R r finances 
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finances and national expenditure, was permitted to plunder 
was not that a blacker crime (and of infinitely more exten 
ſiye miſchef) in the truſtee, than it was in any of the ſubo 
dinate perſons who ayailed themſelves of the circumſtance e 
a failure of duty in the principal? He would put the queſto 
fairly to the country * and to every perſon of lande 
property in the Houſe. Suppoſe that a ſteward of an ef; 
of one or five thouſand pounds a year, who had undertak 
its management, and made himſelf both in law and cone 
ence reſponſible to render a fair retura of the profits, was 
pay double for every demand which might be made on th 
eftate ; ſuppoſe he accepted of falſe charges, and knowing 
allowed them and paſſed them in account; ſuppoſe that 
ſuffered the tenants to run away with their effects before 
face, and having it in his power to compel payment, let the 
off without paying their rent; ſuppoſe that he permit 
waſte to be committed, woods to be cut down, and the ho 
ſes, offices, and every improvement, to go to wreck and rui 
and to make one ſuppoſitien more, that he did not touch 
fingle ſhilling of the ſpoil ; what would be the condition 
Tuch a man ? Would it not be much more for the advant 
of his employer, that inſtead of 50 per cent loſs ſuch a c 
duct might occaſion, that he had been an artful, dilig 
rogue, who, though he might cheat or take ten per cent « 
of the profits for his own uſe, would take care that no ot 
perſon ſhould rob it of a fingle ſhilling? If the ſimile waste 
mined and properly compared, it would be found to be prod 
give of much more miſchievous effects, in proportion, v 
appli ed. to government; for it was not only the loſs of the 
ney, but that nothing was well done or faithfully executed, 
general ſpirit of rapine, plunder, and diſſipation had oo 
forth, and in the ſcramble for the ſpoil, the intereſts of 
nation were neglected, and its affairs ſuffered ta go to ru 
le next made an application of thoſe facts to the ſudo 
nate offices under the board at which the noble Lord, me 
oned in the motion, preſided ; the navy and victualling 
fices, &c. He did not mean to criminate or defend the e. 
Lord from his being a participant of the ſpoils ſo gathe 
All he meant to conclude from thoſe facts was, that the 
ble Lord, as well as the noble Lord in the blue ribbon 
- their hands ever'ſo clean, were more criminal than the 
ſons who ſhared the plunder. 
The noble Lord, whoſe removal was deſired by the p 
motion, was, however, pretty notorious. He did not wil": *t 
be underſtood as ſpeaking from his own knowledge. P 


j 


had ſometimes a great influence upon his opinions; 
kt general and almoſt univerſal report was to him little ſhort 
proof poſitive, Enquire then the noble Lord's character 
a ſtateſman ; look for it from profeſſional men in the na- 
Go to the India-houſe, to Greenwich-hoſpital, to the 
durch, to the play-houſe, to his own neighbourhood 
Nhat would ſuch enquiries lead to? That Jemmy T witcher 
known well at them all; that his conduct was uniform 
vl conſiſtent both in his pleaſures, his amuſements, and in 
mſations of buſineſs: and that, like his name-ſake in 
s celebrated opera, whenever he ſhall find himſelf hard 
led, that he will *peach his comrades—that he will be the 
runs of bringing the reſt of the gang to juſtice, 
Heanſwered ſeveral things which had fallen from Lord North 
nie to the duties of an officer, whom his Lordſhip had de- 
ibed as little better than a mere machine, to be employed by 
k perſons entruſted with the executive powers of the ſtate, He 
tended, that no man was ſuppoſed to ſurrender his under- 
ding the inſtant he accepted of a command. A man of 
ch a deſcription was not fit for a command. He muſt be 
quainted with circumſtances, otherwiſe he cannot be a 
le of the practicability of the ſervice, 
There was a doctrine becoming very prevalent in that 
uſe, and firſt broached by a learned gentleman over the 
[the Attorney General] that officers were not to judge 
circumſtances directly within the line of their profeſſion, 
It was totally out of their contemplation as. profeſſional 
Ito form political opinions. This was a doctrine he 
ud never endure, when carried to the length apparently 
mended for by that gentleman. He ſaid, if ſeamen had 
political opinions of their own, probably the Revolution 
ud never have happened, nor the preſent family be ſeated 
ihe throne of theſe kingdoms. 
fle took notice of the conduct of the officers and ſeamen 
ler the command of Lord Dartmouth in 1688, when the 
nce of Orange was daily expected; that his Lordſhip, 
nul of truſting to the officers and ſeamen under his com- 
id, called a council of war, when it was the opinion of 
lag and other principal officers, that it would not be ſafe 
Meet the enemy, on account of the ſpirit of diſlatisfation 
had ſpread itſelf through the whole fleet, It was ac- 
ine ly determined, not to endeavour to intercept the Dutch 
Rt; though it was plain, if the ſpirit had been the other 
", we were conſiderably ſuperior to the Dutch, and, in all 
ability, would have at _ put an end toall the * ä 
1 2 * 
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the prince of Orange. He mentioned ſeveral other infancy 
ſuch as the ſiege of Rochelle; the conduct of Butking 
and Captain Pennington, to prove, that men ſerving the 
country were not put into a ſituation, that their duty fr, 
certain circumſtances would be beſt and moſt effectual 
performed by the ſubmitting to be the inſtruments e 
ployed for its deſtruction. Such an idea was to the | 
degree ridiculous and irrational. An officer, like every ot 
ſubject, ſtood in two relations; he was bound by a regard 
his own perſonal honour and the good of his count! 
when any motive of conduct directly and manifeſtly « 
tradicted or forbid the performance of either duty, it was 
itſelf nugatary and abſurd ; an officer's reputation and c 
racter formed his greateſt treaſure, and it was monſtrous 
ſuppoſe that any power on earth could compel him to | 
come the parricide inſtead of the defender and protector 

the intereſts and liberties of his country. 

He ſat down with reminding the Houſe, that the vote 
that day would probably decide the fate of this count 
earneſtly exhorted them to weigh it well and look fory 
to the conſequences ; and obſerved, that whatever apolop 
they might have made to themſelves, for the implicit cor 
dence they had repoſed in the preſent adminiſtration, t 

pretence no longer exiſted, as miniſters had not only bt 
charged, but fairly and fully convicted, of having abuſed 
conhdence, and given proofs of their total incapacity, 
of the moſt rooted enmity and ill-will, towards two of 
greateſt, and every way the moſt deſerving officers, this co 
try could at any one period ever boaſt of. | [ 

Hon. Capt» Honourable Captain ¶alſingham anſwered that part of WW" 
2 g: foregoing ſpeech which was perſonally directed againſt 
24 firſt lord of the admiralty. He faid, no man who ever f 
the admiralty board had exerted himſelf with more zeal 
more effectually, than the noble lord who at preſent prei 
there. The honourable gentleman had repreſented the! 
as in a ruinous and rotten condition, and imputed the 
cauſe of that ſtate to the uſing foreign timber. The fad 
not ſo; and if it had, the cauſe aſſigned was not founded, e 
he could aſſure him, that the Stettin timber had anſwe 
every thing afferted of it by the. noble Lord in another 
ſembly : ſome part of it was prime good, ſome middling, 
perhaps ſome indifferent; but he could affirm, from his 
knowledge, that much the greater part of it was equal to 
of native growth, and he was well authorized to affirm, f 
his own knowledge, that the Stettin oak, like his Lor, 


ATA 


v ſound and incorrupt, notwithſtanding all the miſ- 
entations that had gone forth to the contrary. 
was not aſhamed to avow theſe ſentiments in the face of 
tion; they were native, and aroſe from conviction. 
ud a great eſteem for the noble lord, his gratitude urged 
o declare it; he was happy to find his ſentiments ſo 
ply ſupported by his judgment. He had no temptation 
page or adulate any man, be his ſtation ever ſo exalted 3 
ie was bound as an officer and a gentleman to beſtow 
t where it was merited, He was an independent man, 
gs ready to put the ſmiles or frowns of either fide of the 
e equally at defiance, 
e then went into a detail of the action of the 27th 
July, and paſſed the higheſt encomiums on the conduct 
mlitary di ſpoſitions made by the commander in chief. 
he poke warmly in behalf of Mr. Keppel, in reply to 
mputed charge of his giving countenance or fomenting 
rt of diſſatisfaction among the officers of the navy. 
ner the contrary to be the fact, for in reſpect of himſelf 
of every other officer with whom he converſed on the 
et, he knew, and had learned, that the honourable ad- 
ul bad particularly exerted his beſt endeavours, and had 
lied his advice upon every officer of rank, to ſerve z en- 
ny it with the moſt cogent and well adapted motives, 
cfecting the purpoſes of general union and ſatisfaction. 
lat down with declaring lus4ntention of giving a negative 
de motion. 
lord John Cavendiſh concluded the debate, ſaid the two Lord Job» 
le Lords and ſeveral gentlemen who ſpoke on the other . 
ſupported their opinions on a falſe idea, that the vote 
hoſed involved in it a degree of puniſhment, and conſe- 
ny demanded proofs Cafficient to found a criminal pro- 
won upon; nothing could be farther from the intentions 
ls honourable friend, and thoſe who meant to ſupport his 
on, They knew better; they knew that that Houſe was 
wmpetent to puniſh, and that their power extended only 
aquiry, That enquiry might lead to puniſhment; be- 
lt the power exerciſed pn ſuch occaſions by the Houſe 
Commons was analogous, but on a proportionably larger 
©, to that veſted in a grand jury. 
Mt even in that light, the preſent vote did not point ſo 
it ſolely was confined to a diſmiſſion from a truſt on 
that Houſe was every way competent to decide, They 
gen for inſtance their confidence and ſupport to the 
preſent 
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preſent miniſters, among the reſt to the noble lord at 
head of the admiralty. When, therefore, the honour 
gentleman ſpoke of proofs ſuch as would be demanded ; 
court of criminal juſtice, or even ſuch as would be requi 
to adduce in an enquiry which might terminate in pug 
ment, as in the caſe of an impeachment, the argument 
unanſwerable; but it was in the preſent caſe totally il 
plied ; for it went no farther than withdrawing a truſt 
had been improperly exerciſed and abuſed. The whole 
the queſtion, to meet it fairly, amounted to thus much, 
no more; and ought to be met in that, and no other man 
On which fide do the proofs preponderate ? Are the pr 
or grounds of the motion equally cogent on both fides ? 
who think in that manner, he confeſſed, could give no 
either one way or the other. In the opinion of many, 
haps, the proofs of miſconduct are not ſatisfactory; 
will of courſe vote the negative of the propoſition ſtated j 
motion, and ſo vice verſa ; but it was totally unreaſonab 
examine the evidence on one fide by the moſt rigid rule 
law, and urge the defence as competent, though founded 
in the moſt looſe and unſupported aſſertions. 

The Houſe at length divided on the queſtion, ayes 


| April 20. 

Went jnto a committee on the Diſſenters bill, Mr. A. 
took the chair; read a petition from the chancellor, m 
and ſcholars of the univerſity of Oxford aginſt the bill, u 
fome clauſe ſhould be inſerted in it, declaratory of the C 
tianity of thoſe who were to be relieved by ir. 

Lord North urged the propriety of the petition, and in 
that as guardians to religion and morality, Parliament 
take care that no doctrines ſhould be allowed to be dil 
nated through the land ſubverſive of Chriſtianity, whic 
the baſis of the conſtitution : the bill, without ſucha e 
as Was required, would give a legal toleration to the þ 
preaching of doctrines no leſs repugnant to religion th 
the ſafoty of the ſtate; the Turk, the heathen, the id 
might, by virtue of the act, think themſelves tolerated in 
pagaring their tenets, and overturning the eſtabliſhed rel 
To vbviate ſuch dangers, he would lay a propolition 0 
the committee, to which he was ſure the Difſenters 
ſubſcribe, and conſequently he could not foreſee any of 
tion to it: he then moved, that in order to be relieved! 
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very Diſſenter ſhould make a declaration, purporting that 
A. B. do ſolemnly declare, that I am a Chriſtian, and 
teſtant Difſenter ; and that I take the holy ſcriptures, 
dof the Old and New Teſtament, as they are generally 
wed in Proteſtant countries, for the rule of my faith and 
0 ce. 


rnebt of private judgment, and therefore I hope to ſee 
ill go through the committee, unclogged by either of the 
ppropoſed by the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, or the 
urable gentleman near him, Neither of them has ad- 
dd a ſyllable to ſhew the right of the civil magiſtrate to 
noſe in matters of private opinion, to over-rule tne rights 
wſcience, or to dictate a creed for the reſt of the com- 
ity, I deny that the civil magiſtrate has the leaſt concern 
I the ſalvation of ſouls, or that any power of that nature 
egated to him. Men aſſemble in ſociety only for the 
rity of their civil rights, the preſervation and poſſeſſion 
iſe, liberty, houſes, goods, effects, all kinds of property. 
magiſtrate is therefore armed with the whole force of 
fate to aſſiſt the weak againſt the violence of the ſtrong. 
dis power ends, It need not, it cannot be carried fac- 
| My faith, whether robuſt or feeble, muſt depend on 
erſuaſion of my own mind, on the ſtrength or weakneſs 
1 underſtanding, on the conviction which reaſoning may 
te, A perſon cannot be privileged to think and examine 
of faith to be believed by another. So far only as I 
can I give a full aſſent. Some gentlemen near me are 
Wen, when they talk in ſo confidential a ſtrain of the 
ty and certainty of their faith, for no man could ever 
uly believe every thing in the 39 articles, becauſe no man 
could underſtand the whole. In every unintelligible pro- 
on, it is impoſſible to decide as to the truth or falſhood. 
elf. love makes a bigot think any opinion. different from 
wn to be hereſy, but every man is undoubtedly orthodox 
aſelf, The power of compulſion in points of faith 
lead to the enacting of error no leſs than of truth. Such 
im is attended with this plain abſurdity, that the civil 
ate muſt have every where the ſame juriſdiction, and 
tie ſole right of judging muſt be in him. I ſhall there- 
e commanded at London to ſubſcribe the Old and New 
ment; but if I were born in the latitude of Conſtanti- 
the Mufty might equally claim my belief of the Ko- 
were a native of Indoſtan, the Veidam, the Gentoo 
and the ordinations of the Pundits, muſt now be ac- 
omar ted | is a 
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Ir, Wilkes, I am a ſteady ſriend to religious liberty and Mr. Wilkes 
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knowledged of divine authority; but in the North, al} 
various nations of the old Scandinavia would have held 
to me the inſpired Edda, or ſyſtem of Runic mythole 
The civil magiſtrate can clearly have no right to preſ 
error, and we fee how infinitely it varies, while truth is | 
ple as well as uniform. It cannot then depend on the 
giſtrate to enact truth, for we find how fallible he is, that 
often enacts error, and no man will aſſert chat I ought tc 
compelled to embrace error, But, Sir, no other man 
think and determine for me in matters of conſcience, 
ſame argument, which brings conviction to the mind of 
man, often operates very feebly on another. If I am note 
vinced, can I fairly aſſent or believe? or am I to be compe 
to the declaration of a falſhood ; The proportion of r 
which God has given every man can alone decide for 
on the truth or falſhood of any propoſition held out to 
by another, By his own reafon Hot can he judge, and wi 
be judged. ” | 
: [ am at a loſs to gueſs on what pretence, except the lu 
power, in ſome countries the civil magiſtrate has uſurped 
blaim of decreeing articles of faith for the reſt of 
community. If I am a good ſubject of the ſtate, loyal t 
prince, and zealous for the welfare of my county, 1s not 
reat end of my affociating in civil ſocieties fully anſwei 
ane ſtipulated for protection to my perſon and prof 
from the laws, and the return is obedrence. I am to de. 
the ſtate, which defends me; but has this the leaft connei * 
with my believing the religion of another man ; with 
mode of faith ? In all cafes where the public weal is no 
tereſted, I preſerve my natural liberty. Four or five f 
- wits ſome years ago ſacrificed a goat to Bacchus. The) 
a right to make a burnt offering of their on goat to\ 
they pleaſed ; to eat any part of it themſelves, and cc 
the reſt, according to their private capriee. But if 2 
ſhould attempt to ſacrifice his ſon to Molock, the ci, 
giſtrate ought to interpoſe, and puniſh not the ſacrifice 
the foul murder. The diſtinction is clear and found,“ 
reaſon. The one is a fooliſh, but harmleſs act, not ate 
by injury to any perfon. The other is a horrid bred 
the neceffary police of every ſtate, a violation of a moi 
portant law. The great Locke puts a ſimilar cafe; *' 
ple congregared upon account of religion, ſhould! 
— to ſacrifice a calf, I deny that they ought tobe? 
bitted by a Jaw. Melibceus, whoſe calf it is, may 19 
Kill his calf at home, and burn any part of it he thinly. 


x no injury is done to any one, no prejudice to another 
5s goods, And for the ſime reaſon he may kill his calf 


bin a religious manner, But if the intereſt of the com- 


aowealth required all ſlaughter of beaſts ſhould be forborne 
r ſome time, in order to the encreafing of the flock of cat- 
that had been deſtroyed by ſome extraordinary murrain ; 
ſees not that the magiſtrate, in ſuch a caſe, may for bid 
| tis ſubjects to kill any calves, for any uſe whatſoever ?” 
zuch, Si-, are the ſound principles of toleration; and yet 
xke was ſo alarmed by the bigotry and rancorous oppoſition 
the Oxtord tories, then too in high credit, that he did not 


ture to ſpeak out, and to argue with all the powers of his 


derſtanding. He ſaid he would tolerate the idolater, not 
aheift, I cannot aſſign any cauſe of difference, ſuppaſ- 
each to be equaliy a peaceable ſubject, Was David 
Lone, the profefled atheiſt, one of the moſt humane of our 
ces, an irreproachable denizen, not to be allowed to re- 
equietly in his own houſe ? Could ſuch a proſeription come 
ma Locke? Can a man forfeit all his franchiſes for a miſ- 
en point of ſpeculation? As to the-atheiſt being admitted 
v places of tiuſt or profit, that is a farther conſideration, 
cle argues, ** that promiſes, covenants, and oaths, which 
the bonds of human Societv, can have no hold upon an 
eſt.” 1 admit the obſervation as to oaths, moſt ſhockingly 
utip.ied among us on every occaſion. Perhaps penalties of 
ru y nature might be as effectual with mankind in general, 
ie teaſoning does not hold good as to promiſes and co- 
ants, | his is. the doctrine of mere violence. I would 
„ dir, perſecute even the atheiſt, I think he has a right to 
ation, and, for my own part, I pity him, for he wants 
conſolation which I enjoy. 
l would ſupport the ſublime dome of St. Paul's, but I 
We not deſtroy a beautiful Pantheon. I wiſh to fee riſing 
the neighbourhood of a Chriſtian cathedral, near its Go- 
(towers, the minaret of the Turquiſh moſque, the Chi- 
 pagoda, and the Jewiſh ſynagogue; with a temple of the 
„if any Perſians could be found to inhabit this iſland, and 
p in this gloomy climate, the god of their idolatry, 
e ivle buſineſs of the magiſtrate is to take care that they did 
perſecute one another, for c prieſts of all religions are the 
„ not individually, but generally, fond of power, ambi- 
s, graſping at wealth, honours, preferment, luxurious, in- 
it, intolerant, Even the toleration act appears to me in- 
plete and in a degree to breathe the ſpirit of perſecution. [ 


Rethat it has great nged of amendment, There is an abſurd 
Yo, XI, Ss in- 
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other perſon. It becomes then the duty of the father, 
ſuch a perſuaſion, to commit the education of his ſon tc 


will venture, Sir, to affirm, that there are not in Europe 


- virtuous citizens, than the Doctors Price, Prieſtley, and 
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intolerance remaining even in that act, as if nothing humane b 
be perfect, as aſtronomers remark ſpots in the ſun. Ou 
the clauſes enaQts, that it ſhall not extend to give any v 
benefit, or advantage, to any perſon that maff deny, iu re 
— — or writing, the doctrine of the bleſted Trinity, The 
is dectared in the aforeſaid articles, that is the thirty-nine em 
ticles. Now, Sir, many learned and pious men have bee bo! 
opinion, that the Athanaſian doctrine of the Trinity, ity 
ö 1 — to be believed by the thirty- nine articles, is direct Milli b 
ytheiſm. It is certainly a ſpeculative opinion, unintetef et 
to the welfare of the community, and therefore I ought if con 
left at liberty to reject or adopt it, according to the ſtſ hav 
or weakneſs of my private judgement. Notwithſtanding ade 
- preſent forbearance of the church, which we are now tem ne: 
of, we know from ſuch examples as Whiſton, Clarke, o 
 Hoadley, that even in this century good and exemplary can 
have ſuffered perſecution on account of this very doctrine, in! 
various ' pretended hereſy, and been preſerved merely b to | 
interpoſition of the humane rulers of the ſtate, + whi 
According to the preſent ſyſtem of laws, there is not ¶Neſon 

a real perſrcution' of the Proteſtant diſſenting miniſters, WWlitti 
direct invahon of the natutal rights of the laity, of every ion. 
who has the happineſs of a father's name in this county ſubr 
ſappoſe, Sir, it will be readily admitted, that the good ed 0 
tion of children is the moſt important duty of every i 
I will then ſuppoſe, as I am told is actually the caſe of a iii 2 
Lord diſtinguiſhed for his great political knowledge, an; ab 
* ned taſte in the polite arts, that a father is of opinion Me 
tain diflenting clergyman wilt educate his fon better tha tri 


tutor. Is he then to ſubject the diſſenting clergyman te 
moſt ridiculous reſtraints, “not to come within five mile 
city, tuwn corporate, or borough, unleſs only in paſſing 
the road, or unleſs required by legal proceſs ;” to © imp! 
ment, without bail or mainprize, or to“ heavy pecuniary 
ties;” or is he to violate the ſtrongeſt injunctions of nal 


of more liberal ideas, more general knowledge, more 
vated anderſtandings, and in all reſpects men better 
lated to form the riſing generation, to give the ſtate wile 


pis. Vet the rod of perſecution hangs over them by 2 rasen 

thread, if they do not ſubſcribe thirty-five articles and e ut 

of our church, A mercenary informer, or a blind lie pe 
| I 


179. NAT 
ring under the laſh of the law men who do honour to the 
inwhich welive, and the moſt abandoned of our ſpecies have 
ww in their power to perſecute virtue and genius, when 
ned for the benefit of mankind. | 3 
The noble Lord in the blue ribbon, and the honourable 
eman near him, with the moſt perfe& inconſiſtency, are 
aboliſhing one religious teſt, and ſubſtituting between 
two others, for each propoſes a different teſt to he added 
dis bill. Lam againſt the old teſt ; and when we have got 
of that, my voice will never he for freſh ſhackles on ten- 
conſciences, I maintain the doctrine of the magiſtrate 
having a right to. interfere, except to preſerve the peace 
oder of ſociety, to protect our civil rights. Are the thir- 
ne articles connected as to doctrinal points with the civil 
s or rights of the ſubject ? Certainly not, Whence 
can ariſe the right of cumpulſion to the ſubſcription of 
n! They are even hoſtile to civil liberty, and therefore 
to be impoſed on the ſubjects of a free ſtate, The ar- 
ewhich enjoins the homilies to be received as a godly and 
leſome doctrine will be conſidered as a libel on this free 
notion by every man who has read the homily againſt 
lion, That homily declares, that for conſcience ſake, we 
ſubmit to a Caligula, a Claudius, or a Nero, fooliſh 
or moſt cruel tyrants.” Then was the Revolution 
Is a free-born Engliſhman to be called upon to ſub- 
e 2 doctrine, which no man in Turkey believes or acts 
; abſurdities will in vain be preached and enjoined, 
ry extreme caſe we find Nature reſumes her rights, and 
* triumphs, in one country by the bow-ſtring, in ano- 
by the axe, All points of ſpeculative doctrine ought to 
qual to the civil magiſtrate, Will it be aſſerted that a 
u, who believes only in the divine unity, and whoſe reli- 
worſhip is reſtricted to the one ſole ſelt-exiſtent Creator, 
not be as faithful a ſubjeR, as another who believes the 
walian doctrine of the Trinity, and pays divine hotpurs 
weerior, to derived beings? | hey both may contribute 
to the enormous taxes, which the noble Lord is year 
ear enforcing for this iniquitous and accurſed American 
do far both ought to be held in the ſame eſtimation by 
political rulers, Is a perſon to be deemed factious for not 
ling the ſubjection of every individual of the human 
lo everlaſting damnation for a crime to which he was 
unſenting, committed before his exiſtence? May I not 
de univerſality and impartiality of the divine goodneſs, 
tie peaceably, agd gbey the laws of my country? Sure- 
8 2 | ly, 
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ver, and yet not believe that the laſt ſweet prince of that i 


people, who have long abjured the ſpiritual tyranny of Rome 


- confeſſion, extreme unction, and other doctrinal points, ye 
if he will take what is really a civil teſt, the oath preſcribe 
by the act of laſt year, that he denies the Pope, or any othe 
tureign prince having any temporal or civil juriſdiction 
power, ſuperiority, or pre-eminence, directly or indiredly 
. within the realm, and that he will be faithful and bear tru 
ahegiance,“ which the moſt reſpectable Roman Catholic 
have done, he- then bas a claim to the ſame civil immunitt 
and privileges with all other ſubjedts. I wiſh not to offend 
- but-1 declare that | am-iorry the Roman Catholic has not th 
&  <ajoyment of every tranchiſe which is claimed by his fello 
ſudje cis, on the ſame terms of allegiance, and giving the fun 
' ſecurity tu the ſtare, Gentlemen ſeem ſurprized, but it i 


| PARLIAMENTARY A. ty 
lv, Sir, a good ſubject may doubt . that every man is of hi 
own natureinclined ta evil,“ and that every perſon born int 


this world deſerveth God's wrath and damnation.” | may 
zealous for the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, in the Houſe of Hans 


luſtrious line, the very young Octavius, has in ſo few diy 
abode among us already deferved God's wrath and damnation 
Upon my word, Sir, the doctrine of ſome, who call themſeye 
orthodox, and deal out damnation fo liberally, makes an hy 
mane man tremble. Let us no longer 'think of impoſin 
theſe, or any other articles of faith. Experience tells us, thi 
terrors and rewards may create temporary proſelytes and hi 
pocrites, but reaſon only can make a fincere convert. It 
high time to proclaim religious liberty in its full extent to 


The hogourable gentleman near the noble Lord ſays, tha 
be is for the Declaration againſt Popery, becauſe it is a civi 
'reft, and as ſuch it forms a clauſe of the bill on our table 
There is not, dir, in that Declaration, a ſingle ſyllable reſpect 
ing the civil rights of mankind, Tenets of religion only ar 
laid down in that Declaration. The words of it are, „Id 
believe that in the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper there | 
not any tranſubſtantiation of the elements of bread and win 
into the body and blood of Chriſt, at or after the conſecratio 
thereof by any perſon whatſoever; and that the invocatio 
or adoration of the Virgin Mary, or any other faint, and thi 
facrifice of the maſs, as they are now uſed in the church 0 
Rome, are ſuperſtitious and idolatrous.” Theſe, Sir, 2 
merely controverted points of ſpeculation, with which the 
. is not concerned, except as à private Chriſtian 
They cannot affect the public peace, or ſafety of the fate, 
Roman Catholic may believe theſe, purgatory, auricula 


peil 
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gears to me, by that oath the Roman Catholic directly abjures 
he imperium in imperio, gives ſecurity for the public peace, 
ind allows the magiſtrate all the power, which the great pur- 
xoſes of ſociety confer upon him. | plead his cauſe, becauſe 
think it that of religious liberty, and the rights of private 
tonſcience, no leſs than the cauſe of all Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
| believe that I may do it without ſuſpicion ; for no man, 
vo ever continued ſo long at Rome and in Italy, was ever 
is ſuſpected of being tainted with the errors of Popery. Re- 
gion ſhould teach us the moſt refined humanity, and all her 
wys ſhould be peace. The bigot is ſeldom the virtuous, the 
meek, the amiable, or the learned character. 

The noble Lord in the blue ribbon propoſes another teſt, 
n oath of being a Chriſtian, a Proteſtant, and believing the 
holy ſcriptures, as ſeverally received amongſt Proteſtants, to 
te the word of God. The ſame objeCtion lies to the com- 
pulion of this, as of any other creed, becauſe it is acknow- 
doing the uſurped power of the magiſtrate, Is human 
authority to give the ſanction to a revelation from God, to 
books of divine inſpiration? Are all Proteſtant churches 
wreed as to the canon of holy ſcripture, as to the purity of 
the ſacred text ? In the Old Teſtament are the Songs of Solo- 
non univerſally adopted as inſpired writings by all Prote- 
ants? The exquiſite poetry of chem will always be admired, 
but fome ſober Chriſtians have doubted- whether the ſpirit of 
wdlineſs and true devotion was to be found in many of the 
luxurious deſcriptions in the eaſtern ſtile. Is has been ob- 
eded, that they rather ſuggeſted tos ſenſual Ideas, and that 
the colouring was too warm. In the New Teſtament, the 
tiltle of St. Jude has been doubted of as part of the inſpir- 
ed writings, from the account of Michael the archangel con- 
ending with the Devil about the body of Moſes. Are our 
own divines univerſally agteed about the authenticity of all the 
books received 3s holy writ? Have no doubts been entertained 
by them even of the goſpel of St. Matthew, as we have it in 
the Greek? We find then, that this propoſition of the noble 
Lord is by no'means like his propoſitions for taxes, cleac 
ind preciſe, to ſubſcribe the holy ſcriptures as received by 
Proteſtants, for it is not yet ſettled which are the cananical 
books; If all Proteſtants were agreed as to the authenticity 
f the volumes, yet another difficulty would occur. Is the 
ext in ſo pure a ſtate that I am certain it was dictated by the 
viſeſt and beſt of beings, that it is truly the word of God? 
We all know of the thirty thouſand various readings in the 
New Teſtament, ſome of them confeſſedly important, — 

mo 
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moſt of the biſhops have encouraged a learned divine of out 
church, Dr, Kennicott, to examine the various manuſcripts of 
the Old Teſtament, to reſtore the genuine reading of the 
Hebrew text, It is not therefore perfect, and conſequently 
ought not to be impoſed as the faultleſs work of the author of 
every good and perfect gift. The indefatigable Doctor has 
already diſcovered. many thouſand various readings in the 
Hebrew, and it will be lucky if he does not double the num. 
ber of the Greek. Our claſſical dioceſan candidly confeſſes 
the various imperfeQions, the corruptions, perhaps wilful, 
miſtakes of copyiſts, additions and interpolations of the He. 
brew text, in his excellent lectures De ſacra Poeſi Hebræorun, 
and. in the judicious. Diſſertation on Iſaiah; not does he con- 
fine himſelf᷑ to that ſublime prophet. The ſame remarks are 
made on a great variety of paſſages in almoſt all the books of 
the Old Teſtament, We ought not then to be called upon 
to ſubſcribe every error of a copyiſt, every interpolation of 
8— writer, as the immediate inſpiration of the Holy 
oſt. 

The idea of impoſing this teſt, Sir, the noble Lord probs. 
bly as a complaiſant Chancellor, has adopted from the petition 
of the univerſity of Oxford, Their conduct has been uni- 


form, to abridge, on every occaſion, as far as they could, both Wi * 
religious and civil liberty. The noble Lord is deſerved!y te 
their head. Their ſiſter Univerſity. has more liberal and en- 
larged ſentiments, Cambridge refuſed to petition againit a WW"? 
clear right of their-brethren ; but Oxford perſeveres in the body 
fatal maxims of arbitrary power in church and ftate, Ti Wy” 
Oxford decree of 168 {ill remains unrepealed. It is enter- en 
ed in perpetuam rei memoriam in the regiſtry of the convoca- iſ®c 
tian, and publicly affixed in the halls, libraries, and refecto- d, 
ries. It not only condemns every principle which can juſtify iſ" 
the glorious Revolution, but even ſelf-preſervation, as a fun- poſp 
damental law of Nature, is declared to be a propoſition falle, 
ſeditious, and impious. In 1685, the univerſity of Oxtord 8” 
acknowledged, in a ſolemn recognition, James II. to be 80: 
vergign, without any reſtrictions or limitations, No wo! he 
Sir, that from this poiſoned ſource have flowed the molt pol- dir 
luted ſtreams. Unconditional ſubmiſſion from our Ameri 
can, brethren is naturally exacted, by men wha bave been taugt 
that a king of England is not a limited monarch, but 2 fbr 
voreign without any reſtrictions or limitations. It is uch 
for Eagland that all our generals and admirals were unable br 
enforce it in the new world. The Oxford petition on out — 

va 


table æxpreſsly complains, that the bill does not provide tha 
m ini 
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wnlfters und ſchoolmaſters ſhall make any profeſſion what. 
wer of their belief in the fundamental doctrines of Chriſtia- 
ty, or even the authority of the holy ſcriptures, and prays 
tar the bill may not be permitted to paſs into a law in the 
limited form it was propoſed.” What the fundamental 
barines of Chriſtianity ate, and what is the canon of the 
holy ſcriptures, the Univerſity left to her Chancellor, and his 
wority in this Houſe to determine. The act of laſt year in 
our of the Roman Catholics extended to Papiſts, or 
rſons profeſſing the Popiſh religion, and keeping ſchool, or 
aking upon themſelves the education, or government, or 
karding of youth;“ and yet Oxford did not petition, al- 
tough there was no religious teſt, no ſubſcription to the holy 
krptures impoſed by that act. The preſent act is . for fur- 
ther relief of Proteſtant diſſenting miniſters and -ſchoolma- 
ters,” and a teſt is inſiſted upon for our Proteftant brethren. 
Whence this marked partiality and tenderneſs to the Roman 
(aholics? this ungenerous treatment of Proteſtants ? are 
de Roman Catholics thought ſo generally Tories, and the 


1 tenters Whigs, that a political friendſhip at Oxford is 
10 bmed with the firſt, and an ill-diſſembled rancour ſeems tö 
ni. oerail againſt our Proteſtant brethren ? 

oo WY A bill fimilar to this paſſed the Iriſh Parliament in 1719, a 


tical period, in which religious toleration was not ſo well 
mderſtood as at preſent. Ihe peace of our neighbouring 
ingdom was not endangered by that relief given to a worth 
the bey of men, nor in a courſe of ſixty years has the leaft in- 


The Wonvenience been ſuggeſted for an attempt at its repeal. Here 
ters Wen is a forcible argument from fact, that all the imaginary 
en- chiefs ſuggeſted by gentlemen againſt the church of Eng- 
do- d, as being again in danger from the bill, deſerve no at- 


ention. This bill can affect neither the exiſtence nor the 


fun- oſperity of the church. It leaves all archbiſhoprics, biſhop- 
alle, , fat deaneries, and golden prebends, to their lucky poſſeſ- 
ord rs. It only ſecures the Diſſenters from perſecution. They 
$0. not aſk for the fabrick of a ſingle ſilver ſhrine to Diana. 
dae bey acquieſce under the ſtate patent granted to others. | 


dir, I contend for the moſt general and unlimited tolera- 


neri- a, and I wiſh the bill more extended, to take in all ſes 
Ml a all religions, An univerſal toleration might in a good 
a fore, anſwer the important purpoſes of a general natura- 


mation, It might recruit this unpeopled and impoveriſhed 
Mure, After the infinite drains of this American war, the 


dad every vein ; it might call under the mild protection of 
our 


Xipious waſte of blood and treaſure, and we are ſtill bleed- 
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world. It might pour freſh vigour into a weak and feeh 
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our laws, numberleſs inhabitants from every part of t 


nation, nearly exhauſted, and almoſt ſinking under a variet 
of oppreſſions. The wiſeſt prince in Europe has fou 
this theory confirmed by a long and happy experience, Ti 
King of Pruſſia has ſaid, le faux zele eft un tyran qui dipeuple 
provinces. La tolerance eſt une tendre mere qui les rend fioriſſuu 
Holland owes its rank among the firſt ſtates of Europe to at 
ſingle circumſtance, civil and * liberty flouriſhing 
greatly in the United Provinces. By this the has riſen to 
amazing height of power in the worſt climate, and und 
every natural diſadvantage. In a commercial light let us! 
inſtructed by the wary Hollander, that the direct road to p 
pulation and wealth, 1s entire ſecurity and freedom of privy; 
judgment, to every peaceable inhabitant. I have obſery 
in tome parts of Europe, that divine ſervice to the ſame dei 
is performed in the ſame church, by the Roman Cathokes 
the morning, and the Proteſtants in the evening, and th 
they live together in perfect harmony. Surely then, 8 
Proteſtants of all denominations might be on equal terms 
good-will and charity to each other. Peace on earth, 
good-will towards men, are the beſt political maxims for | 
ciety ; and if we go farther, we are told that the tares ſhoy 
be ſuffered to grow with the wheat till the harveſt. 

The progreis of knowledge in almoſt every nation, has {o 
tencd the rigour of their laws reſpecting religious worſhip, or 
leaſt has, in a degree, ſuſpended their execution, Scotland ale 
excepted. Some have adopted a general principle of toleratid 
France has a Proteſtant at the head of her finances, Thel 
Diet of Sweden by the unanimous conſent of all the ord 

ranted a full toleration. Even the clergy preached it as ſou 
doctrine, no leſs of the church than of the ſtate, I hope a ſpi 
of wiſdom will govern this Houſe, and make us embrace 
preſent auſpicious moment of convincing all foreign natiol 
that this iſland will be the aſylum of perſecuted religion: 
virtue. Among our greateſt glories let it he recorded, U 
every foreigner as well as native, here, in full ſecurity en 
all the natural rights of mankind, and the ineſtimable pr 
leges of civil and religious liberty, unclogged by penal tel 
This bill, ſuppoſing it to paſs without the teſts, is Jayin 
ſolid foundation, on which, a fair ſuperſtructure may 
railed, and therefore I give it my hearty ſupport. 

The committee divided on the declaration, for it 88, 
gainſt it 58. | 

April 21, No debate. 


* 
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bt | April 28, 4 

he almanack bill was preſented by Lord North, and read 
firſt time. 5 | 

Ar. Dempſter moved, that the ſecond reading ſhould be Mr. Demp- 
day three months. He faid it was an unfair monopoly Ir. 
a - ry had already been given in a court of law againſt 

band that it was inconſiſtant in the noble lord as chancel- 

the exchequer by diminiſhing the revenue. He men- 

d the general liberty given in Scotland for any perſon to 

Wiſh almanacks, which made the bookſellers ſtudious to 

orrect; and aſſerted, that the Scotch almanacks were 

kr than thoſe of the Stationers py. 

. Turner obſerved that Mr. Carnan had preſented a pe- Mr. Turner. 

Wa againſt the bill, and hoped to be heard at the bar by 


counſel, “ 
9 f Lord 


1 
d - 


2 


—__— 


_ 


Je petition ſets forth, That, ia the year 1773, the petitioner, Thomas 
a, printed and publiſhed an almanack, under the title of “ A diary for the 
our Lord 1774, being the ſecond after biſſextile, or leap-year, and the 
tenth year of his preſent Majeſty, and the twenty third of the new ftile 
win Great Britain, by Reuben Berrow, late aſſiſtant aſtronomer at the royal 
matory, and teacher of the mathematics at Greenwich, and fold and con- 
to ſell the ſame until about the middle of November, 1773, at which 
be maſter and keepers or wardens and commonalty of the myſtery or art 
leners of the city of London, aſſuming and uſurping to themſelves an ex- 
we privilege of printing and publiſhing almanacks and prognoſticatiens, and 
aer of books and pamphlets teading to the ſame purpoſe, under pretence 
Nu patent granted by King James the Firſt, dated the eighth day of March, 
We thirteenth year of his reign, to the then maſter and keepers or wardeus and 
onalty of the ſaid company of ſtationers, and their ſucceſſors, for that pur- 
and conceiving that the petitioner had illegally encroached on ſuch their 
excluſive right, did, in Hilary term, 1774, file a bill in the court of 
againſt the petitioner, ſtating the aforeſaid patent, and complaining of 
Netended illegal encroachment of the petitioner, and praying an injunction 
in the petitioner from printing and ſelling ſuch almanack or diary; and 
by the practice of the ſaid court, the mere filing the complainaat's bill, 
d eertificate thereof from the Six clerk of the bill being filed, and an affidavit 
facts ſtated in ſuch bill, are, in the firit inſtance, deemed a ſufficient 
bd for granting ſuch injunction, without any notice given to the defendant to 
ö tauſe againſt it; and on ſuch ground an injunction was applied for againſt 
Mitioner, to reſtrain him from printing and ſelling his ſaid almanack or 
ad the petitioner, not having any notice of ſuch bill having been filed, 
# ſuch intended aoplication, was thereby deprived of any opportunity of 
wag cauſe againſt and oppoſing the 131d application, and an injunction was by 
Deans obtained againſt the petitioner, until he ſhovid have put in a full 
= the plaintifi's bill, and the court ſhould make further order; and 
he petitioner afterwards put in his anſwer to the complainant's bill, and de- 
e whole equity thereof, and did then apply to diſſolve the ſaid injunction: 
n the firſt day of March, 1774, the petitioner obtained an order to be at 
BY to {e]] his ſ11d almanacks, under certain reſtrictions; and the ſaid order 
ber directed, that a caſe ſhould be made for the 0pin:on of the court of com- 
. XI. Z 2 men 
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Lord North. 
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Lord North ſaid Mr. Carnan ſhould be heard, and there 
fore moved that the bill be read a ſecond time on the thir 
of May. | 

The Houſe divided on the ſecond reading, for it 120 
againſt it 42, 

T lt 


— 


mon pleas, and that two queſtions ſhould be ſtated thereon, the firſt of whie 
ſhould be, Whether the grant made to the plaintiffs, the ſtationers compan 
be general, or reſtrained to ſuch almanacks and prognoſtications as ſhould be 
cenſed or allowed by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Biſhop of London, 
either of them, for the time being; and the ſecond queſtion ſhould be, © Wh 
ther the crown hath a prerogative and power to grant the ſame to the plaintiffs, e 
clufive of any other or others; and all neceſſary facts were directed to be fat 
in the ſaid caſe ; and that the ſaid caſe was, firſt in Hilary term 1775, and afte ben 
wards in the Eaſter term following, ſolemnly argued in the court of comme 
leas, on the ſaid two queſtions; and the chief juſtice and the three puiſ 
— of the ſaid court unanimouſly agreed to, and ſigned, a certificate tot 
court of cHhancery, of their opinion on the two points referred to them int 
following words, vis. Anſwer to firft query: „ Having heard ccunſel on bo 
fides, and conſidered the caſe, we are of opinion, that the grant made to tl 
plaintiffs, the Stationers company was reſtrained to ſuch almanacks and progno dor 
cations as ſhould be licenſed or allowed by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 1 
Biſhop of London, or either of them, for the time being: Anſwer to ſeco 
query. We are of opinion, that the crown hath not a prerogative or power 
make ſuch grant to the plaintiffs, excluſive of any others or other;” and th NC 
the petitioner, having obtained ſuch certificate, did, in June 1775, apply, 
motion to the court of chanc-ry, to diſſolve the ſaid injunction, which the ſ 
court, on reading the ſame, granted, and the petitioner was thereby reſtored 
the liberty of printing and ſelling ſuch almanack or diary; but the petition 
by ſuch unjuſt and vexatious proceedings againſt him, has been put to ve 
conſiderable expence in eſtabliſhing his right to print and vend the ſame, and 
oppoſing and ſuppreſſing ſuch uſurped monopoly; and the ſaid complainant's d 
againſt the petitioner has been fince diſm:ſſed ; and that, in the courſe oft 
above proceedings, it appeared, that in ſome of the almanacks publiſhed by t 
complainants, under ſuch their pretended exclufive avthority, not only many a 
ſurd, erroneous, but even many uſeleſs, immoral, and very indecent paſſag 
were introduced, which ought to be ſtriftly guarded zgainft and avoided in eve 
work calculated for general uſe and knowledge; which abſurdities, errors, a 
indecencies, the ſaid complainants have themſelves been more attentive to av 
fince the petitioner detected them by the aforeſaid means; whereby the petitioi 
has been greatly inſtrumental in rendering almanacks in general more uſ-ful, by be! 
more correct than they were heretofore, and by expoſing ſuch abſurdities and ind 
cencies, will moſt likely be the means of aboliſhing the ſame, and of introducing 
the room of it matter of public information and utility; and that the petitioner 
ſerves, by the votes of the Houſe, that a bill is ordered to be brought in, to veſtt 
ſole right of printing almanacks, in that part of Great Britain called England, in t 
two univerſities of Oxford and Cambridge, and tke company of Stationers of : 
city of London, reſpectively ; and that ſuch bill, if it ſhould paſs into a la Nei 
will preclude, the petitioner from the privilege which he has been ſo long Nick 
at ſo great expence contending for, and to which, by the aforeſaid determinatic 
he is now entitled, and would tend to create a new monopoly in the two unive 
Gities and the ſaid company of Stationers, deſtructive to the object which the pl” 
titioner has with ſo great expence and trouble been labouring to effect, viz. 
making almanacks of more utility than thoſe formerly under the 3 — 
tatio 
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The report from the committe on the diſſenters bill. 
Mr. Dunning was againſt any teſt, and maintained that Mr. Dun- 
be enjoyment of any right, civil or religious, in a free go- 
mment, ought not to be clogged with any reſtrictions: that 
wernment having ſecured the eſtabliſhed religion of the 
mntry by law, and confined all the honours and emoluments 
the church to the miniſters of that religion, all diſſenters 
mm it, while they behaved themſelves as loyal ſubjects, 
aht to enjoy their own religious opinions without any re- 
mint, as a common right belonging to them by the nature 
the conſtitution itſelf, He declared, that many of the 
wteſtant diſſenting miniſters had authorized him to give 
ber reaſons againſt ſigning the propoſed declaration, He 
hen read a paper, containing amongſt other things, the 
finguiſhing tenet by which proteſtant diſſenters are known 
kroughout Europe, which is, that they deny the authority 
{the civil magiſtrate in matters of religion, and therefore 
key cannot conſiſtently fign a teſt which admits of that au- 
bority, On this ground he ſaid he was apprehenſive the 
bl with the declaration might do miſchief ; for thoſe who 
nud not ſign it would be liable to the penal ſtatutes ſtill in 
ce; and if one fingle proſecution aroſe in conſequence of 
bs, inſtead of being a bill for the relief of proteſtant diſ- 
gating miniſters and teachers, it would be an act for op- 
ieffing them. If therefore the declaration was agreed to, 
e ſhould vote againſt the bill. | 
Mr, Goodrick expatiated largely on the neceſſity and ſound Mr. C- 
ulicy of freedom in religion; there ought to be no tie upon «i 
ten's profeſſions of faith; and as to the interpretation of 
fmpture, or the will of God, that was all vague ; for tenets 
n eve every kind had been broached as ſcripture doctrine. 
Li Henry Houghton, Mr. Montagu, Sir George Yonge, 
| * Sir George Savile, and Mr. Turner, ſpoke againſt 

ill. 
Lord North defended it, and ſaid he was well apprized Lord Nerth. 
kt the greateſt part of the diſſenting miniſters would not 


„ in t = 


a l tioners company, which cannot be otherwiſe than by leaving the trade open 
ong Rich will conſequently create an emulation in the different publiſhers to attain 
inatiq N ereateſt degree of correctneſs; whereas ſuch monopoly, being eſtabliſhed, 
univ l tend, as formerly, to diſcourage fcience, de a diſgrace to literature, and 
the e moreover eſſentially injure and leſſen the revenue, by reducing the number of 
viz. bps, which will otherwiſe be required in a free ſale; and therefore praying, 
y of che ſaid bill may not paſs into a law; and that the petitioner may be heard, 
tation Us counſel, againſt the ſaid bill. 


2 22 unwillingly 


# 
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unwillingly fign it; and the few who did not muſt be well 

convinced they never would be moleſted. It was not the 

ſpirit of the times. In no part of adminiſtration were there 
any ſuch notions as to trouble men for their religious opi 

nions. The bench of bithops, and particularly the head o 

the church, was a man of a different opinion. On this ac 

count, and as no inſtance could be produced in this reign o 

any diſſenter being moleſted, he was aftoniſhed at the br 

ing in of ſuch a bill at this time; but as they had though 
proper to do it, he had propoſed a declaration, which no ma 
who 1s a chriſtian and a proteſtant diſſenter, can refuſe to 
ſign. As to deiſts, and perſons denying the trinity, or pro 
feſſing other ſingular religious opinions, not being either 
chriſtians or proteſtants, the bill had nothing to do wit 
them, But certainly the ſtate had a right to guard againſt au 

thorizing men, by authority of parliament, to be teachers 0 

their notions, this was a matter of great importance; he 

ſhould, therefore, vote for the declaration. 

Mr. Kar. _ Mr. Nous ſaid, the conſcientious man was the only ma 
who would be injured by the declaration; for, not being able 
to ſign it, he would remain open to perſecution, and the 
power of perſecution would remain, though the liberal diſpo 
ſition of our preſent rulers might prevent the exerciſe of it. 

On a diviſion, the declaration was carried by 95 againk 508... 
The Houle went into a committee on the American pa 
pers. The remainder of them were read ſhort, and Lore 
Nugent gave an intimation that he intended to make a motio 
as ſoon as the reading of the papers was finiſhed :—Preſled bur 
Meſlrs. Burke and Fox to explain; his Lordſhip acknowledge 
that he was totally averſe to any enquiry, His Lordſhip di 


not however move any thing, but it was underſtood by bot 

parties, that they ſhould come prepared to ſupport their re 

ſpecti ve opinions the next day. ne 
April 29. iti 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee to enquire inte 
the conduct of the American war. F. Montagu, Eſqr. i 
the chair, 
sir Milian Sir William How? moved, that Earl Cornwallis be callec 
to he Rar | 
Earl agent. Earl Nugent deſired that the honourable genera], before thi 
queſtion was put, would ſtate to the committee upon wha 
ints he meant to interrogate the noble lord. op 
Sir Willion Sir William Howe replied to the general conduct of thai 
Howe. American war; to military points generally and en y 


9. A. 


ad his determined reſolution to oppoſe the admitting any evi- 
ce which might eventually affect the conduct of the ho- 
urable commander, or his noble brother. He ſaw no occa- 
bn or neceſſity for any enquiry at all, much leſs into that of 
je honourable general or the noble Lord. They did not 
ud accuſed before that Houſe ; the papers on the table con- 
ned the fulleſt approbation of their conduct, under the 
ds of adminiſtration, They had been received in an ho- 
wurable manner by their Sovereign, and with joy by their 
Wow. ſubjects. I here was ſcarcely a letter on the table 
mich did not contain ſome freſh proof what confidence his 
jeſt repoſed in their zeal, their integrity, and great mili- 
wy talents. The beſt founded eulogiums, had been made 
vn them in that Houſe, from every quarter. It was ſaid 
eed, that ſome runners and whiſperers and coffee-houſe 
uliticians, had traduced them in pamphlets and newſpapers ; 
kt if that was ſufficient ground for enquiry into the con- 
„d of a miniſter or a commander, he did not know one 


- either deſcription who had eſcaped ; ſuch was the ſpirit of 
105 te times, and ſuch the licentiouſneſs of the preſs, that there 


m no remedy which could be applied, that might not be pro- 
kflive of greater evils; beſides the argument if applied 
tall, went this length, that any perſon who was traduced 


59 WW vilified in pamphlets and newſpapers had a right merely on 
par account to have a parliamentary enquiry into his conduct 
en u on foot; every perſon ſo circumitanced, had the ſame right, 
0 


mich if no other buſineſs was tranſacted, would take up 
wre time than Parliament could ſpare. 

But although the Houſe had leiſure and inclination to en- 
ure; they were not competent to the taſk, for what is the 
ſeſſed object? The honourable General ſays, to enquire 
ao military matters. That Houſe had nothing to do with 
pneral or particular military points. How could gentlemen 
ing in that Houſe pretend to judge of the proper diſtribu- 
n of a large military force, or of the good or bad diſpoſi- 
un in the field; of the poſition of a brigade, or the manceu- 
nes of a column. It was abſurd and prepoſterous ; and could 
uly originate in miſconception in general, and an earneſt 
tough unneceſſary zeal in the honourable commander. 

Were that Houſe even compoſed of military officers land 
ad naval ſo numerous a body would be far from being the 
Foper tribunal, for ſuch an enquiry. The conſtitution had 
made another ſort of proviſion for diſpenſing military juſtice, 
E meant courts-martial, whenever circumſtances called it 

| ut 


Earl Nugent expreſſed his diſlike of the enquiry in general, EarlNugezs. 


was juſtified in contending, that no ſuch perſon exiſted, an 
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but in a caſe ſuch as the preſent, where there did not caſt: 
ſhadow cr colour for cenſure of any part of the honourable 
commander's conduct, it was demonſtrably clear, that as j 
was not competent in that Houſe to enquire into or decide 
upon military matters, in any given ſituation whatever; nei 
ther could a court-martial take cogniſance of any thing re 
ſpe&ing the noble Admiral or his brother, without an accuſer 
Where was that accuſer to be found? Not in that Houſe, hi 
was certain; if without doors why did not he come forth, and 
ſtate his complaint, As no ſuch perſon had come forth, he 


further in affirming, that both the commanders ſtood acquit 
ted in the opinion of their Sovereign and their country, 


He did not find fault with the ſtrong deſire, manifeſted b 
the honourable commander, who made the motion. Go" 
forbid he ſhould paſs any cenſure upon a conduct apparent 
ſuggeſted, by a nice ſenſe of honour. But what of that ? 4 

Had not the honourable commander been indulged ? Had be 
not he been heard in his own juſtification ? Had not all hi 
wiſhes, ſo far as they pointed to his full juſtification, been gra 
tified ? And was not hefurniſhed with a full opportunity, in * 
very long and able ſpeech, of proving that every idle or loo 
diſcourſe concerning his military conduct, was falſe and ii“ 
founded, and that he had performed his duty with hdelity Un 
integrity and ability. lo 

He ſpoke for a conſiderable time as to the particular predi 
cament another honourable general ſtood in [ Burgoyne} ſhould pd 
the preſent enquiry be proceeded upon. Suppoſing for in 
ſtance, though he wiſhed the contrary, that the Houle ſhould"! 
think proper after weighing the circumſtances between that Rl 
gentleman and the noble Lord at the head of the America lad 
department, to have his conduct enquired into by a court WW” 
martial? What would be the conſequence ? That at the very 
inſtant the committee ſhould come to that reſolution, they mull 
know that it could not be complied with ; they muſt be pre nc 
viouſly informed, that that honourable commander was nol” 
amenable to any military or other juriſdiction in this country WI” 
that being a priſoner under the convention of Saratoga, h 
was only amenable to the Congreſs, and if even found guilty te 
could not be puniſhed, till freed from his prior engagement ſed 
by either reieaſe or exchange, or by a full exchange of ratifi 
cations, on both ſides. I 

He made thoſe ſuppoſitions merely in maintenance of his 4 
— argument, not by any means intending to paſs the leaſt 

egree of cenſure upon that gallant but unfortunate office , 


[ 4 little 
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4 little diſorder.] He would repeat the word unfortunate, for 
e thought the capture of that army was the great and origi- 
pl ſource of every ſubſequent misfortune, of the inſolence of 
ar rebellious ſubjects in rejecting the very favourable propo- 
tions agreed to in Parliament, and offered through the chan- 
x| of his Majeſty's minifters ; and of the perfidy of the fo- 
zign enemy, and the critical and alarming war in which at 
zeſent we are engaged. He had the higheſt opinion of the 
mourable general's valour and zeal; and if any blame was 
nputable, which he was far from giving any opinion upon, 
ne way or the other; the moſt it could poſſibly amount to, 
ns, that his ardour to ſerve his country, got perhaps the bet- 
xr of his prudence, 

As an additional argument for the propriety of ſtopping 
te enquiry, his Lordſhip ſaid, it would neceſſarily run to 
nat length, and there was other parliamentary buſineſs of the 
it importance, which called for the immediate attention of 
be Houſe, Every gentleman who had a Houſe or a ſervant, 
ns concerned in the buſineſs yet to be brought on, buſineſs 
mich could not admit of delay; beſides this, while they 
rte — that roof, idly waſting their time in fruitleſs 
nquiries, France was buſily employed, he feared in preparing 
bran invaſion of theſe kingdoms, though he was rather in- 
lined to believe of Ireland; for which the conduct of that 
louſe in the preſent ſeſſion, had paved the way by the obſti- 
ute and repeated refuſals given to attend to the oppreſſions 
nd grievances of that country, or to adminiſter any ſpecies of 
rief. [A cry of order I order “] He repeated the aſſertion, 
nd declared that the obſtinacy of the Houſe in denying all 
rief to ſo oppreſſed and impoveriſhed a people as the Iriſh, 
ad thrown that kingdom into a ſtate of deſpair, and that they 
dere now ripe for any revolution, as they conſidered they 
ould not poſſibly change their maſters to a diſadvantage, 

After ſpeaking to a great variety of points of leſs moment, 


u 
- ad _ declaring he had formed his intention of endea- 
noi during to ſtop the enquiry, merely from the impulſe of his 
try In feelings, and that he had not conſulted any miniſter, or 
„bone man on the occaſion, declaring alſo that he did not 
ity n know whether he ſhould be ſeconded, his Lordſhip mo- 
zent d,“ That the chairman do quit the chair.“ 
atif Lord North ſaid he ſhould not ſecond the motion, although 14. verths 
e highly approved of part of it, and thought the majority 
hid the arguments uſed by the noble Lord ſolid and juſtifiable, 
jeaſſii¶ Lord ſhip entered at large into his reaſons fer wiſhing that 
cel d Cornwallis might not be examined, and why it was not 
little 4 proper 
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oper for that Houſe to proceed to a military enquiry, Hi 
dihip ſaid there was no charge nor no accuſer ; that h 
had never heard of any charge, and that the honourable gene 
ras own account of his conduct read to the Houſe laſt Weg 
neſday, was an ample anſwer to any whiſpers or libels th; 
had been circulated againſt the honourable gentleman's cha 
rafter, That he was free to ſay, he was perfectly ſatisfie 
with the honourable general's conduct, and though he did nc 
mean to paſs an opinion upon his military conduct, eithe 
one way or the other, he made no ſcruple to declare that h 
bad done his duty in every particular. His Lordſhip ſpok 


of the delicacy of examining inferior officers as to thei \ 
opinion of their ſuperior, the commander in chief's beh. 
viour during a war, That it would be putting them und, 
an unneceſſary difficulty, and that if the enquiry were puff 
ſued ever ſo far, the reſult being founded merely on ex part 4 
evidence, muſt be uſeleſs to the honourable general, and di 
graceful to the Houſe, If there was any intention to charg * 
adminiſtration or any one member of it, with criminalirgl,, 
be was for having the enquiry proceed, though he ſhould eb. 
pect, and had a right to expect, that the intention was then 
avowed, and the nature of the charge ſpecified, in order th: te 
thoſe charged might prepare the neceſſary evidence for the h. 
defence. If this were not the caſe, he thought a further pu e 
ſait of the enquiry needleſs. | * 
He differed in opinion from his noble friend, that th | 
Houſe was incompetent to enquire into the conduct of perſon no 
occupying high offices in the ſtate. In ſuch occaſions, th * 
acted as a grand national and conſtitutional inqueſt ; but ast * 
military matters, he ſhould, for one, never conſent to have theſ un: 
diſcuſſed in that Houſe. I] he conduct of miniſters was a vel; 
proper object of Parliamentary enquiry; the wiſdom a = 
juſtice of that Houſe, were frequently exerciſed in ſuch enquſi bon 
ries ; but was that principle applicable on the preſent occMi.. 
ſion? By no means. No ſuch intention was ſtated; the he em) 
nourable commander who moved for Earl Cornwallis to Mir! 
called in, neither ſtated or avowed any ſuch thing. His mW; . 
tion was ſpecific; it was, to examine his Lordſhip to gener \/ 
and particular points. But to what purpoſe ? The honour; 
ble general ſo far as Parliament was concerned, ſtood acqui he 
ted in the face of his countyy. No accuſation was urge( * 
no reply was made to his narrative. def 
It was a very able defence, and in his opinion a very f. | 
and ample exculpation of his conduct, fo far as that Hou * 
was either competent to entertain, or enabled to decide: ; bor 
| W 
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what more; The honourable general is for going on with tlie 
enquiry. » Cui bond ? To what purpoſe ? To ſhew that no far- 
her enquiry is neceſſary; In this particular, he entertained 
very different opinion, and drew in his own mind a very dif- 
erent concluſion, Suppoſe the Houſe proceed; ſuppoſe upon 
the evidence, they ſhould acquit ; follow it then up with ano- 
ther ſuppoſition; that many conceived differently from him, re- 
pecting the honourable officer's conduct, Will any one per- 
bn of that deſcription, - be convinced by ſuch a deciſion ? 
Willit wipe off one ſtain, or meet one criminal charge urged 
gzinſt him without doors? Not one; he will juſt ſtand in 
bis former ſituation 3 no man will be a bit more convinced of 
is innocence than before the enquiry was ſet on foot; Each 
nan will retain his former opinion, and the 'Houſe will 
e drawn away from the diſcharge of its moſt preſſing duties, 
ono manner of purpoſe; | 

Is the conduct of miniſters then the latent object of this 
enquiry ? It may, when expreſsly reſumed for that purpoſe ; 
but not at preſent. ls it intended to try and determine upon 
he conduct of adminiſtration by a ſide wind, in an oblique 
direct manner? If that be the object, let it be declared, let 
the accuſer fairly ſtand forth, avow his charge, and compel 
em to anfwer, When that is avowed, miniſters will know 
lhe accuſer and the accuſation; they will know in what 
nanner to make their defence. | 3 | 

It was true the noble Lord near him [Germain] was 
nore immediately concerned in the ſubject of the preſent en- 
quiry than he, it being tranſacted in the department over 
mich his Lordſhip preſides ; but ſo far as the conduct of the 
mr could be the object of Parliamentary enquiry, both he 
nd every other of his Majeſty's confidential ſervants werg 
qually reſponſible. Their conduct lay open to examination 
tom the correſpondence on the table. They did not wiſh to 
ecline enquiry, but he certainly meant to oppoſe every at- 
kmpt to go into any kind of military inveſtigation, either 
vr the purpoſe of deciding on the conduct of the generals, of 
8 2 concealed ground of paſſing A cenſure upon miniſters, 3 . 
Mr. Montagu then acquainted the committee that a mo- Mr. Meontas 
lon had been made, „for calling in Lord Cornwallis 3? gu- 
lace which, another motion had been made “ that he do 
tow leave the cliair, by way bf the previous queſtion; the 
Weſtion he ſhould therefore put was, ** that he do now leave 
ie chair,” An obje&ion ing been ſtarted, that the mo- 
don made by the noble Lord who ſpoke firſt, had not been 
tonded, it was anſwered from the chair, that it was not 
teceffary in a committee, though it was in the Honſe, While 
Vor. XI. x | A a = | che 
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the Houſe ſeemed. indetermined what to do, Lord Nugen 
having not yet conſented to with draw his motion, 
Gen. Bur- General Burgoyne roſe and ſaid, although the enquiry into 
gexne. the conduct of the noble Lord and the honourabte com 
; mander, ſhould terminate by carrying the motion made þ 
the noble Lord, for diſſolving the coinmittee, he truſted, that the iu 
ſtice of the Houſe would give him an opportunity of proving his ow 
innocence, If thoſe commanders ſtood juſtified in the opinion of mi 
niſters and that Houſe, he Rood in a very different ſituation. 


He was aftoniſhed to hear a motion for ſtopping the enquiry come 


from that noble Lord | Earl Nugent] who he really believed to poſſeſ 
in moſt inſtances an uncommon degree of candour. His argument 
might have had {ome plauſibility when the papers were firſt moved, by 
the Houſe, by admitting them, had adopted the enquiry, and in conſe 
quence different gentlemen had collaterally given opinions in thei 
places, and reaſoned upon and cenſured many circumſtances relating t 
the er condact of the war. Part of his conduct now ftood ar 
—— in Parliament. The Houſe would not have admitted theſe dif 
cuſhons, nor could any gentleman in honour have deſired ro indulge 
himſelf in ſuch a liberty, had they not ſuppoſed the cenſured would have 
full ſcope to defend themſelves ; every man who had delivered ſenti 
ments that touched thoſe employed in the war, were pledged in honou 
to ſupport the enquiry. 928 

The noble Lord "Earl Nugent] has ſaid he did not act in concer 


with any miniſter in qypoſing the enquiry ; there could be no doubt of 


his veracrty'in that aſſertion ; for the part he was taking was mor 
hoſtile to admimſtration than any taken by the other fide of the Houſe 
in any part of the ſeſſion. The honour of miniſters was deeply con 
cerned to proceed. They are accuſed of covering their own defects by tt 
relinquiſhment or erimination of thoſe they employ, of having adopte 
that odiows, abominable, infatuated ſyſtem, not only of leaving officer 
unprotected, but of laying ſnares in their way to effect their ruin: it 
theſe days, it is ſaid, the principles of diſgrace is implanted the very mo 
ment of their appointment, like that of mortality which is ſuppoſed u 
the animal ſyſtem to be co-eval with exiſtence : „“ the young diſeat 
grows with their growth, and ſtrengthens with their ſtrength,” till up 
on the firſt ill- ſucceſs in rhe field, or the firſt defection in this Houle 
our it burſts, and hurries them to deſtruction, and they are delivere 
over to thoſe worſe than butchers, the tale-bearers and whiſperers, and 
carriers of detraction, who diſſect an mangle them at will, and hol 
them out a ſpectacle, in ter rorem, to teach others more ſervility. _ 
If a multitude of officers, a number unheard of in any former period 
have wittidrawn thiemlelves from ſervice upon factious motives, to pro 
mote private intereſt, or to bring their friends into power, they ar 
worſe than the agitatois of Cromwell, they deſerve every puùniſhme 
| f | 
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n injured country can inflict. Let it begin with this Houſe, be en- 


ums; let us not paſs the ſtreets without marks of reſentment, be deent- 


(ſhalt appear that the want of confidence and protection has been as 
xneral as there have been commands; that an officer is ated in this 
Houſe to have all he requires, when he js with-held a third part; that 
nother is made reſponſible for all blame, becauſe he drew his own plan 
ud inſtructions, when the miniſter ſo ſtating him knew both facts to be 
fille ; that when an officer's conduct falls into queſtion, his own reaſons 
ud motives are ſuppreſſed, though the miniſter has them in his pocket. 

[ contend, if theſe allegations are true, officers are not only juſtified, 
ut called upon by their duty to themſelves and their country, to vindi- 
ate their wrongs in the face of power, and let this enquiry be the teſt 
tween them and their adverſaries, | 

He went through a curſory review of the various aſſertions which he 
neant to make and to ſupport by proof; and repeated his complaints 
of being denied an interview with his Sovereign, whoſe ear was daily 
wiſoned againſt him, 23 | 

His precluſion from the royal preſence was not only effected by inſi- 
uus pretences, but was unprecedented, though a court-martial had 
ten actually certain, Every captain who loſes a King's ſhip, in fight 
by a wreck, is, by the conſtant rule of the ſervice, to be tried by a 


ws forbid the court? A recent inſtance is full in point: Captain 
Windtor, pritoner to France and returned upon his parole, cannot be 
ted upon that account; has not that gallant officer been received at 
wurt as he deſerved > Theſe examples being ſo general, make any de- 
lation from them abſolute cenſure : it becomes a manifeſtation on the 
art of government to the nation, that the perſon proſcribed 1s known to 
e guilty. Let it not be ſuppoſed that theſe complaints originate from 
thankering after the preſence-chamber, upon intereſted or adulatory 
notives No: to wiſh the countenance of his Sovereign, when he 
ns not conſcious of having deſervedly forfeited his pretenſions to it; 
v ſubmit his actions to the royal judgment was not, he hoped, a ſervile 
wbition, But chiefly and principally he lamented being deprived the 
ndiences his rank gave him a right to; that he was thereby precluded 
bing juſtice to the merits of the army—that gallant army, which de- 
krved fo much but was thought of ſo little! He feared their attach- 
nent to him made their crimc, In the profuſion of brevet rank lately 
teſtowed, not a ſingle preferment had been given there; the liſt of co- 
nels, in particular, had topped with an officer only a few days older 
tan Licut, Col. Hamilton, who had ated as brigadier, as brave and di- 
Wnguiſhed an officer as the ſervice could boaſt : thoſe upon the liſt be- 


brced by the King's diſpleaſure, ratified by every honeſt man in the king- 4 | | 


the objects of · ſeteſtation, deſervedly the outcaſts of ſociety. —But if 71 in 


wurt- martial. Was it ever heard of, that an officer in that ſituation 


ern him and where the preferment ſtopped were upon half pay, ex- 
4a à 2 cept if 
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| to have included his name in that promotion ! yet even that ſmall atten 


F 


to the delegates in Parliament, the great, the enlightened, and he ir 


eept two or three. How ſatisfactory would it have been to the arm 


tion was denied. | 


Upon the whole, if the enquiry was refuſed, let the world ſee who ha 
refuſed it ho had prefſed it. One meaſure ftill remained, viz, to la 
before the country at large what he had wiſhed to ſubmit in particul: 


ted the proper tribunal in all caſes of public intereſt or national honou 
L4. George Lord George Germain denied that he toook any particul: 
Germain. part in preventing the honourable general from ſeeing his 80 
vereign. It was the opinion of the cabinet, not of any indi 
vidual member of it, that he could not with propriety be ad 
mitted to the royal preſence, till his conduct had been en 
quired into. Enquiries were cuſtomary on occaſions ſomewh 
fmilar, But the honourable gentleman's caſe was found to þ 
a new one, not being amenable tq any civil or military tri 
bunal in this kingdom; and that was the true reaſon that hi 
enquiry had not long ſince been entered upon by a board e 

neral officers. | 
The honourable gentleman had complained greatly of 
cotdneſs and neglect ſhewed the troops under his commanc 
now priſoners under the Saratoga convention; and impute n 
this neglect, as ariſing from an ill-will and reſentment to e 
wards the general. The fact not being ſo, the reaſon mu 
ſtand contradicted. Miniſters entertained no ill-will nc 
reſentments; nor were the captive troops neglected: ſo f an 
from it, they had never ceaſed their endeavours to procu $1 
the liberty of thoſe brave men, and to obtain for their countr 
the benefit of their ſervices; and he had this pleaſing ci 
cumſtance to communicate to the Houle, of the happ 
tidings that thoſe exertions on the part of adnuniſtratio 
had at length ſucceeded ; for he hoped and truſted, that at Mee: 
time he was ſpeaking, the captive army was again reſtored i 
its liberty. The truth was, that he had-receryed by the lai c. 
diſpatches from Sir Henry Clinton, ihe following 1mportana 
intelligence. That the breach of the convention of var: 
toga was looked upon by every honeſt man in America, 
well as Great-Britain, to be a moſt ſhameful violation oli + 
public faith ; that the Copgreſs finding that a general cl: 
mour began to prevail, and that their conſtituents bega 
openly to condemn what ſo nearly affected the national hojgiiret 
nour, had ſent word to the general, to ſend commiſſaries t * 
treat upon the terms of the former negotiation, in orde 
* that the convention might be finally ratified, As to the orde 
| for the honourable general's return to his captive * 
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The chairman as uſual, put the queſton on the amen 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that the intended effect of the motion, w 
a public avowal of miniſters to ſuppreſs all enquiry into the 
conduct. How was it poſſible to judge whether they aft 
right or wrong, tall it were firſt known whether their pla 
and inſtructions were founded in wiſdom, or were in then 
ſelves practicable? Hoy could that be known but by tl 
opinions of officers ſerving on the ſpot, who were the be 
judges how far the plans were practicable, or the force ade 
quatc ? America was loſt ; forty millions and thirty tho 
ſand lives had been already expended and loft ; the correſpo 
dence an the table contained opinions diametrically oppoſi 
to each other; the commander in chief ſays in his letters 
the noble Lord, ſecretary to the American department, 
want 20,000 men for the enſuing campaign, and I cann 
expect to ſucceed with a leſs reinforcement.” No, ſays ie 
noble Lord in his anfyer, I cannot let you have fo man 
I can let you have 6 or 7000. You are going to Penſyly 
nia, where great numbers will reſort to the royal ſtandard 
you may by that means recruit your army to the neceſſa 
complement.” Well, the honourable commander proceed 
at the head of a force he deems inadequate ; his army is nov 
recrwted in the manner foretold by the noble Lord; the ope 
rations miſcarry. How then can the Houle judge on this a 
firmative and this negative ? Only by knowing from office 


was in the right; he bat ſaid ſuch a force was adequate, 4 
he that ſaid ſuch a force was not ? It put him in mind « 
two lines in an old ſong, 
Lou know you are in the right, 
F I think you in the wrong. 

After examining ſeveral other patiages in the correſpo 
dence, in the fame manner, and demonſtrating in ſeveral ir 
ſtances a contrariety of opinion between thoſe who planned 
and the perſon who was to execute, he laid it down as tl 
analy teſt to lead to a proper judgment, on the Whole of thi r 
conduct of miniſters and generals, to examine witneſſes vit 
voce, to prove to the Houſe who was wrong and who wi 
right. A refufal on the part of adminiſtration to ad 
ſuch evidence, he contended was a clear acknowledgment Qi { 
guilt ; they dare not face the enquiry, becauſe they knew Wi © 
would lead to their conviftion ; and they now by the mau 
ſhameful evaſion, and a mere trick of &pare, endeavourq the 
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avoid it, under the pretence, the moſt ſeandalons pretence, 
ut the Houſe was not competent to receive or decide upon 
dence reſpecting the conduct of military commanders, 
he noble Lord in the blut ribbon who had recourſe, becauſe 
was driven, to this pitiful ſhift, well knew that the queſ- 
n fairly before the committee was, whether the plans were 
cable, or the inſtructions ſuch as could be defended? 
nid to meet the iſſue, his Lordſhip raiſed an objection, 
ich he knew, if carried by the amendment, would amount 
z diſſolution of the committee. ä 

What did the papers on the table preſent? a ſtring of con- 
nictions between the general and the cabinet. The mini- 
gat the head of the finances, after ſeveral breaches of pro- 
ie and falſe predictions, tells that Houſe, that the whole 
zngth of the nation ſhall be exerted ; that 70, ooo men and 
table navy ſhall be the con ſequence of thoſe exertions. 
be general and admiral accept upon thoſe conditions; the 
and ſhips are voted 70,000 men appear on paper, while 
tle more than half the number of them ever appear in ar- 
. America is loſt ; the general is blamed for not per- 
ning impoſſibilities, and mpoſhbilities previouſly and 
wely ftated by him; but when a propoſition is made, to 
w which party is wrong, or Which is right: No, ſay the 


77 


en 


op laders and authors of our misfortunes, the truth can only 
is a hon in one mode by the means of a particular ſpecies 
nice of, and that we are determined you ſhall not have. 

rſo duch was the caſe of his honourable friend near him 
c, ioencral Burgoyne.] That gemlemaii' undertakes a cer- 
nd i" {ervice with a certain force; he never gets half that 


e; he deſires diſcretionary powers; he is refnfed them. 
a letter on the table, he diſapproves of employing ſavages; 
s compelled to employ them, The noble Lord, who ap- 
ed of the original plan, who neglected to perform his 
of it, who ftruck out of it the diſcretionary power de- 
nne, who forced ſavages inſtead of veteran troops upon the 
s tinnander, refuſes the teſtimony of military men, for the 


of t reaſon in the world, becauſe he is convinced, that rf 
; v10WPitary men were to give their opinions on thoſe particulars, 
" va would and muſt decide againſt him. The officers who 


ned under his command would, he knew, bear teſtimony, 
:nt Gt ſavages, independent of the barharity and horrid cru- 
7 of employing them, were not to be depended upon; 
mot the force was totally inadequate” to the ſervice; and that 

de difficulties and misfortunes that followed, to the fur- 
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render at Saratega, were imputable ſolely to the perempto 
orders which the general underſtood himſelf bound to obe 
by. the ſtriking out of his original plan the diſcretionary p 
wer propoſed, which would have left him at liberty t ya 
his operations, according to tirhes and circumſtances. 
n the courle of a ſpeech of conſiderable length, he i 
troduced a great variety of other matter. He attacked t 
noble Lord at the head of the American department, a 
the whole cabinet reſpecting their inſidious conduct towar 
the honourable general near him [ Burgoyne.] He call 
upon the ſubordinate inſtruments of adminiftration to ſtar 
forth like men, and avow their ſentiments; One learn 
gentleman | Lord Advocate] on the firſt _—_— fo 
committee, had ſpoke of the expedition from Canada in y 
ry ſtrong and decided terms, and had, without a tittle 
proof, cenſured the conduct of the honourable general wh 
commanded it; the ſame learned gentleman had, more th 
a year fince, found fault with the operations of the 
army to the ſouthward. An honourable friend of his ne 
him [Governor Johnſtone] had not been backward or ſh 
in publicly declaring his opinions upon both the naval a 
military conduct of the American war, ſo had ſeveral oth 
gentlemen in that Houſe. He ſhould forbear to lay any ſtr, 
on the pamphleteers, runners, whiſperers, and coffee-ho 
emiſlaries of adminiſtration; they had all received the 
direct from the noble Lord in the blue ribbon. It was nc 
pretty clear that his Lordſhip was not their employe 
but as to thoſe gentlemen, members of that Houſe, wi 
by their reſpectable fituations and independent ſpirit, 
publicly avowed their opinions, he expected that they wo 
have the candour to either renounce them from convittic 
or maintain them upon thoſe laudable principles on wht 
they had affected to adopt, or were willing ſtill to adhere 
them. They were ſpecially called upon to forward the 
quiry in its fulleſt extent, or honeſtly recant, and ſubſcri 
to the creed of the noble Lord in the blue ribbon ; © 
the noble admiral and the honourable general had acqu 
ted themſelves, with the utmoſt bravery, fidelity and ik 
that the honourable general's narrative brought home cc 
viction to every impartial mind; and, that it would 
waſting the time of the committee to no manner of purpc 
unleſs the object of future enquiry was meant to be dite 
to an examinination into the conduct of miniſters. 
therefore the noble Lord ſhould obſtinately perſiſt in 


motion, he made no doubt but ſuch gentlemen as had g 
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red the military conduct of commanders in their abſence- 
zould be the firſt, if they ſhould not have changed their 
former opinions, to give an opportunity to thoſe gentlemen 
p exculpate themſelves, and of courſe vote againſt the 
mendment propoſed by the noble Lord, | 

He dwelt ſome time on the great praiſes beſtawed 
m the commander in chief by the miniſters ; there was 
farcely a letter which did not contain the moſt flattering 
apreſſions, But he mentioned that circumſtance only to 
hew the treachery of one, if not all of them. The noble 
kcretary, while he was loading the general with encomi- 
ms on his zeal, activity and talents, was ſecretly under- 
nining him; for the whole correſpondence ſhewed that he 
ver had his confidence, When the general gave an opi- 
yon, the ſecretary anſwered him in the negative; he had 
bs ſpies and informers on the ſpot; he truſted to their 
formation, not to that of the commander in chief; fo 
bat while he made the general reſponſible for the events 
f the war, he was, by means as fooliſh and prepoſterous 
they were baſe, endeavouring all in his power, to defeat 
be very meaſures he ſeemed ſo anxious to carry into 
necution, 

He ſaid, the noble Lord's amendment went to an actual 
jiſſolution of the committee, and an implied acknowledg- 
nent of guilt in adminiſtration, by putting a ſtop to an 
mquiry, which they dare not meet; he ſaid, he could not 
it down without ſtating an inſtance of their groſſeſt fol- 
and abſurdity, in which the moſt palpable art had been 
ended. 

They firſt approve of the operations to the ſouthward ; 
bey after that ſeem to give a preference to the northren 
npedition; and before they were acquainted which of them 
ere Wiſered the beſt proſpect of ſucceſs, they give a preference 
| b the ſouthern; and lay the motives of their refuſal to 
twmply with the requiſition made by the general for a 
geater force, not upon the probability, but the certainty 
of his being able to recruit his army, to the deſired com- 
gement, in the loyal province of Penſylvania ! 

Lord Howe ſaid, that the accuſations made againſt him Ly. Hawe 
zuld ed his brother, were not, as had been aſſerted by the 
urpo ble Lord who moved that the chairman do leave the 
lire thair, and the other two noble Lords in high office, con- 
ined to newſpaper attacks, to converſations without doors, 
b the coffee-houſe runners, and emiſſaries of adminiſtration. 
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Their conduct had been publicly arraigned in pamphlet 
written by perſons in high credit and confidence with mi 
Hifters ; by ſeveral members of that Houſe, in that Houſe 
in the face of the nation; and by ſome of great credit an 
reſpect in their public characters, known to be counte 
nanced by adminiſtration falluding to Governor Johnſton 
and the Lord Advocate of Scotland, &c.] One of them i 
particular 1 had made the moſt direct ſpecifi 
charges, and had in a manner pledged himſelf to the Hou 
to bring them forward, at leaſt to ſecond a motion for a 
enquiry, Miniſters, though their diſpatches were fille 
with the fulleſt teſtimony of approbation of their conduQ 
remained filent, when general cenſures were paſſed up 
on him, and his brother in their abſence; and finc 
their return, never roſe to contradict them in their pr 
ſence. They made general anſwers, that they did not ad 
cuſe the commanders, but that they were ready to meet a 
Enquiry at any time; yet the firſt inſtant an enquiry int 
the conduRt of himſelf and the honourable general near hit 
18 propoſed, they fly from it, and refuſe the only mea 
that the nature of the bufineſs admits, for the diſcovery an 
diſcuſſion of truth, | 

The noble Lord in the blue ribbon, it is true, paſſe 
ſome commendations on the conduct of the commander 1 
chief; but cautiouſly qualified them by ſaying, that thoug 
no perſon appeared to accuſe him, it did not follow that 
ſtood acquitted in the opinion of his country, That circur 
ſtance wiped off no ſtain nor crime that he might be ad 
cuſed of; that was the proper buſineſs of another tribuna 
He joined in opinion with the noble Lord, but he, at t 
Tame time, looked upon it to be a moſt cruel circumftancy 
to keep a man in a ſituation where he ſtood accuſed be 
fore the public, and deny him the means of proving his 1 
nocence, The object of the enquiry was to Lifcover if thet 
was any ground for an accuſation of him or his brothe 
Tf it ſhould be ſtopped, they muſt continue under a load 
Public obloquy, without a poſſibility of ever clearing the 
ſelves from the various imputations made againſt them, « 
they muſt have their conduct efquired into by a militar 
XribunaF;” | 


tended, that the preſent was the firſt inſtance Known | 
the annals of Parliament, that a reference of an order « 
-the Houfe to a colnmittee was clogged with an „ 
py : ac 
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nade in that committee. The order of the Houſe. was. to 
namine witneſſes; the amendment imported a negative 
p that order, and of courſe went to a ſubftantial contradic- 
ton of the order of the Houſe. Lord Cornwallis had, 
rich conſent of the other Houſe, been ordered to be examin- 
u. The amendment, if carried, which was in effect a ne 

rtive of the main queſtion, and would prove fo, would 
ben contradict the order for examining the noble Lord. 


rs much more open, fair, and explicit, than that of the 
wble Lord in the blue ribbon, who, meaning the ſame 
ting, was aſhamed to avow it, yet by his motion ſtrove to 
kfeat the enquiry as effectually as the other. 


tndance of Lord Cornwallis might read by the clerk, 
mich being read accordingly, the order ſpecified, 5 That 
lord Cornwallis be ordered to attend this Houſe on the 
th of April, to be examined on the ſubje& matter of the 
pers, &c.” Here was an expreſs, general order of the 
ouſe, which, if the noble Lord's amendment ſhould paſs, 
ud the amended queſtion receive a negative, the conſe- 
quence would be, that the orders of the House would be ſa- 
mficed in order to ſcreen miniſters from puniſnment; be- 
avſe the order for Lord Cornwallis's examination would 
E prevented by a reſolution come to in the committee. 


matever, for they could neither condemn nor acquit ; ſe- 
wndly, that he ſhould not have ſpoke at all, were it not 
br alluſions made to expreſſions which had fallen from 
im in former debates. He roſe to avow thoſe ſentiments 


4 mputed to him, which he ftill retained, He ſaid then, 
wel t as ſoon as the grand army went to the ſoutiward, he 
che de up all hopes of ſucceſs. He believed that to be the 
d, and that the miſcarriage of the northern army was 
he be cauſe of all our ſubſequent diſappointments and misfor- 
* nes which happened. He then proceeded to anſwer, in a 


ery diftiat manner, ſuch parts of General Burgoyne's 
geech as related to his juſtification. His chief argument 
Rs, that the general looked upon himſelf to be peremp- 
nly bound to force his way to Albany; but it was plain 
kat could not be, becauſe his correſpondence with Sir 
Rear) Clinton plainly demonſtrates, that he looked upon 

Bbb 2 3 


Right Hon. T. Tounſbend ſaid, that the conduct of the Rt. Hon. 
wble Lord who moved for the diſſolution of the committee, 3. 


Colonel Barre defired that the _ order for the at- Col. Barre: 


he Lord Advocate of Scotland prefaced his ſpeech with The Lord N [ 
ho obſervations ; firſt, that the Houſe had no juriſdiftion Advecare of 
| 
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himſelf inveſted with a diſcretionary power; otherwiſe h 

could never have adviſed with Sir Henry whether he ſhoul 

attempt to make his way to Albany, or endeavour to cffeg 
tuate a retreat to Ticonderoga. | 
Lord North made a ſhort reply, recurring to his former a 

gument reſpecting the incompetency of that Houle to d 

cide upon military matters. His Lordſhip aniwered Lo 

Howe and Mr, Fox, upon his ſuppoſed approbation an 

acquittal of the honourable commander in chief, He was 

judge, nor did not by any means undertake or preſume to de 
cide any farther than his private opinion on the papers 
the table, which could ſignify very little one way or the othe 
uninformed as he was, and unequal as he muſt be to the tail 
There was a legal and proper tribunal, where ſuch e 
quiries could be legally or properly entertained. The op 
nion of that Houſe, in favour of the honourable commande 
was a very honourable teſtimony, but ſtill it was no mor 

It was no acquittal ; that could only be effected by a de 

ciſion of their peers, in the manner and by the mod 

which the conſtitution had preſcribed, As far as he cou 

ventute to pronounce, no ſuch enquiry was neceſſary ; b 

if the parties concerned [Lord and General Howe] ſhou 

preſs for it, he made no doubt that they would be fov! 
to have performed their duty like able and gallant officers 

Sir Edward Sir Edward Alley (poke for the enquiry, contending th 

Hi. it could not be defcated, without being guilty of the m 
manifeſt injuſtice, 

Col.Oflzo. Colonel On/kw ſaid, he was one of the perſons alludec 
by the honourable gentleman [ Mr. Fox | who ſpoke tome ti. 
ſince; and as he was called upon, he roſe to avow | 
former opinions, that going to the ſouthward, had been t 
cauſe of the misfortune which happened at Saratoga, al 
the miſcarriage of the American war, Nay more, he v 
not unwilling to affirm, that the war might have becn crull 
ed in the firſt inſtance, if, on the day the rebels had be 
defeated on Long iſland, the 23d regiment of foot and! 


grenadiers of the army on the right, under that very g 

lant and diſtinguiſhcd officer, Sir Henry Clinton, had on 

been prevented from forcing the enemy's lines. He u 

an honeſt man; he would {peak his mind; he was a whig 

and if an enquiry ſhould take place, he hoped it would be! 
ſtituted before a proper tribunal, 

Sie William Sir William Howe ſaid, he thought the honourable gent 

Howe. - man had been rather premature in his obſervations, _ 4 

Ko I tradicto 


Ld. North, 
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"70 Wo 
iſe pdictory in the concluſion, No proof relative to the fat 4 in 
ou! ; before the committee, The honourable gentleman = 
eff, the Houſe was not competent to enquire and decide; f 


pd yet as an individual of that body, he ventured to decide 
yon his conduct. He aſſured the honourable gentleman, 


— — —2 


2 


er a 10 
od ever, that he was groſsly mifinformed ; and that as ſuch 10 
Lo liret charge had been made in that Houſe, he thought 


an additional reaſon, that that Houſe ſhould inveſtigate 
and ſee whether it was well or ill- founded. 

Sir William Meredith contended, that there was not a poſ- sir William 
pility of ſeparating the two objects, the conduct of mini- Meredith. 
les and of military commanders. The former could 
pt be judged, witbout knowing how far their plans were 
© were not practicable; nor the latter without knowin 
nd meaſuring the means which had been put into their 
knds, He ſpoke likewiſe to the point of order, and la- 
nented that the particular ſituation of any ſet of men, 
kould oblige them to employ their influence over the Houſe, 
a ſuch a manner as to make a ſurrender of their own 
rivileges ; and inſtead of order and regulation, introduce by 
b ill-founded a precedent, in their place, what muſt be 
nevitably introductory of anarchy and confuſion, s 
Sir George Savile promiſed adminiſtration, in caſe of a Sir Gerrge 
hcceſsful diviſion, that they would be welcome to his vote Sarile. 
b totally diſſolve the committee; for in his opinion, any 
farther inveſtigation would be to no purpoſe. He ſpoke 
Wicry fully, and laughed at the flimſy pretence of the noble 

Lord in the blue ribbon, who ſuppoſed, that the pre- 

ent was a military enquiry or trial; whereas his Lord- 

hp knew that the object in view was, whether the evi- 

&nce to be delivered at the bar was ſuch as might ren- 

ler a military enquiry neceſſary. 

Mr. Burke ſaid, the noble Lord in the blue ribbon would Mr. Burke. 
wt accuſe ; the other noble Lord, the American ſecretary, 
would not accuſe. What a ridiculous farce it was! Had 


n Eo AFG. 4 


ere 


dit a learned gentleman, daily making rapid ftrides to 
ge primate of miniſterial favour, accuſed, and with great 
un andour, ſpecifically accuſed ? It is true the learned gen- 


leman had charged his ſide of the Houſe with want of 
raſon and argument; the charge might be true, but of 
al perſons in that quarter, he expected ſuch a charge leaſt 
df all from the learned gentleman ; becauſe, with candour 
nd openneſs, and in a direct career to his point, he ne- 


ver 


* 
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rer knew an honourable gentleman clog or intangle hig 
ſelf leſs, with either reaſon or argument, 

General General Canwoy called upon miniſters to declare whi 

Conwy ther they denied the competency of the Houſe to inftity 
or proceed upon ſuch an enquiry ? He dared them to t 
allertiop ; and proteſted, during the thirty years he had | 
in Parliament, he never ſaw ſo groſs an attempt to vie 
late the inherent and conſtitutional privileges of that Houſe 
whether in reſpect to the breach of order, or which was 
infipitely greater conſequence, the denying that that Hoy 
had a right of inquiſitorial juriſdiction over every depar 
ment in the ſtate, every — civil, military, a 
crimigal. 

The queſtion was put on Lord North's amendme 
and the Houſe divided, ayes 189, noes 155. 
Ihe debate recommenced on the main queſtion, 

Col. Barre. Colonel Barr moved, in the very terms of the order « 
the Hauſe, ** That Lord Cornwallis be called in, and en. 
amined reſpecting the ſuhject matter of the papers referre 

to ſaid committee.“ The colonel ſaid, that the committt 
could not, without a direct violation of the eſtabliſhe 
and incongrovertable uſages of Parliament, contradict, 
a vote in committee, an order of reference made to it þ 
the Houſe. 
But nothing new was offered, and the Houſe, after abo 
half an hour's diſcuſhon, divided a ſecond time, ayes 15 


| Lord North. Lord North ſaid, that the Houſe could not, conſiſtent 
with juftice, and the nature of the conſtitution of ſu 
an aſſembly, hear or determine upon military matters, t 
oper cognizance of which could only be decided up 
y profeſional men. | 
Mr. Fez, Mr. Fax diſapproved of every thing urged by the nob 
Lord. He brought the whole controverſy to this iffu 
The commanders have done their duty; they want to pro 
it. Miniſters are conſcious of their incapacity and guilt 
hey attempt to evade; they ſhrink and fly from the ein 
quiry, conſcious, that if gone into, it muſt terminate 
their diſmiſſion and conſequent puniſhment. 
Mi. Burt. Mr. Burke inſtanced a great number of particulars whe 
the commanders had been blamed, that called for the en 
dence of military men, in order to aſcertain the truth, nl 


of the propriety of military manœuvres of a regent, a C( 
* I vil 
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wb YA n, a detachment, or even the manceuvres of the whole 
„ but reſpecting points merely deliberative and political; 
WNW as, whether it was better to attack Waſhington when 


wongly poſted in the Jetfies ? to go up the North River, or 
go to Penſy]vania ? to puſh the provincials at Long INand ? 
tether to ſtop farther purſuit at the White Plains, &c? 
eſe were matters, none of which could be decided upon 
thout taking the opinions of profeſſional men on the ſpot, 
ho knew the country, were informed of the nature of the 
xiſtance expected to be made, and the real motives which 
we, or did not give, the preference to the meaſures adopted 
thoſe ſeveral occaſions, To ſtop ſuch information, thert- 
re, by a vote of that Houſe, was, in fact, ſtopping an en- 
ry into the conduct of adminiſtration ; for if the com- 
under had acted right, it followed, that the meaſures of 
licy were dictated by weakneſs and ignorance, and now at- 
pted to be covered and ſcreened by the moſt ſhameful and 
iminal evaſion and impoſition, 


ble Lord had been forced into by venturing to ftake his 
edit and character, in ſupport of a ſet of men in office, wha 
u rendered themſelves utterly deſpicable and deteſted even 
a majority of that Houſe, | * 


d, he appealed to the Houſe and the public for the zuſtifi- 
ation of his conduct and the rectitude of his intentions, 
The queſtion was put upon Colonel Barre's motion, and 
negatived without a diviſion, 

April zo. 
Order of the day to go into a committee on the judges ſa- 
ies, 
dir George Savile took the lead in the buſineſs, and having 
quainted the Houſe why he thought it expedient that an 
mentation ſhould be made to the judges' ſalaries (particu- 
1 thoſe of the Engliſh judges) moved, that the ſeveral ac- 
bunts of the net ſalaries, and perquiſites of the twelve En- 
iſh judges might be read, which being done, an account'df 
e annual incomes of the Welch and Scotch were alſo read. 
This brought on a debate, confined chiefly to Sir G 


s Majeſty in order to enabel him to augment the ſalaries 
the nine puiſne judges of England.“ 
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vir George Yonge ſpoke to the order of the Houſe, and ex- Sir Geerge 
jefſed a mixture of contempt and pity for the ſituation the Yonge» 


Lord North felt Sir George's expreſſions very ſenſibly ; and Ld. North 


rile's motion, That the ſumof 36001. be granted =. 
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Mr. Cres - Mr. Grenville, after profeſſing a ſincere regard for that mof 
ville. reſpectable and learned branch of the law, declared, it wa 
chiefly from the principles of public ceconomy, inſtilled inte 
his mind by his father, and his ſenſe of the duty he owe 
h:s conſtituents, that he felt it incumbent on him to oppo 
the motion of his honourable friend; this, he ſaid, was no 
a time for ſuch augmentation, and, as he ſaw no juſt groun 
for the application, he thought it would be very indelicate it 
him to diſtinguiſh any particular ſer of learned gentlemer 
as more worthy than the reſt ; he ſhould therefore, in the fir 
inſtance, vote for giving a general ſweep to the queſtion : 
large, by moving for the chairman to leave the chair. M 


Grenville ſtated the ſalaries of the different judges as follow. 
Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench, clear of 
all deductions, per annum — IL. 4000 0 ſun 
Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas, clear of ſy 
all deductions, per annum — 000 o W 
Places in the gift of each (generally ſold) ſeg 
per annum 1500 © A 
T he ſalaries of the puiſne judges, clear mo- ule 
ney — 1600 o WF." 
Welch judges, according to their abilities at the bar, and me 


ſalary of Sol. per annum. 
Seotch judges, quantum ſuff. 
| , ATM was then made that the chairman do leave t 
chair, 
Mr. Tu- Mr.Towrfhend ſeconded Mr. Grenville, and highly co 
end. mended the noble and independent ſpirit of that gentleman 
he called it one of the boldeſt parliamentary ſteps he evt 
knew to oppoſe the wiſhes of ſo many lawyers and friends c 


_ 
«4 


the law to their faces. His opinion of the impropricty « = 
the propoſitions at this time was the ſame as his friend's, b a 2 
be threw a new light upon the ſubject. He called upon t "M 
miniſters, if it was neceſſary to encreaſe the ſalaries of t 4 
judges, it ought to be done out of the civil liſt, and not o N 
of the public purſe; but the miniſter, he ſaid, was cecond * 
mic, when any thing was aſked from the civil liſt, as he t . 
| laviſh of the public money. | 
_ Sir George Sir George Yonge acknowledged his intention of voting H A. 
Tee. the augmentation when he came down to the Houſe, vip _ 
ſaid, he now really thought the reaſon given by the two gent 
men were unanſwerable; heſhould, therefore, moſt heartily jo he te 
them in opinion, eſpecially upon recollection, that hene vo 
a vacancy happened in eier of our courts at Weſtminſte 


hall, or an appointment to a Welch or Scotch judgeſhip, ! 
> 4 | can 
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canvas amongſt their friends, was as eager as to an archbi- 
hoprick, which ſufficiently proved, that the goodneſs of the 
alaries was a very defirable object. 


The Lord Advocate, the Attorney General, and others, ſpoke Lord Adve- 
n favour of the augmenrations ; the queſtion was put again cate, &. 


to leave the chair and report a progreſs, 

Queſtion to leave the chair put, and carried in the nega- 
tre; after which the main queſtion was put and agreed to. 
Another converſation then took place, another motion was 
ſoon after made, That the chairman do leave the chair 
nd report the reſolution to the Houſe,” Queſtion was put 
ud the Houſe divided. 

Tellers Mr, Grenville and Mr, Dempfter ; ayes 33; noes 
0. 
| A motion was next made and the queſtion put, that the 
ſum of 5001. be granted to his Majeſty, to enable his Maje- 
y to augment the ſalary of the chief baron of the court of 
exchequer ; T few members ſpoke in favour of this motion, 
reeging the Houſe to conſider, that there were no places 
of conſequence in the gift of the chief baron, as had been 


dledped as a reaſon for not augmenting the ſalaries of the 


two other chiefs, and his character for ability, honour, and 
ntegrity, was well known to the Houſe; they, upon that 
yound, agreed that the motion was fair and reaſonable, and 
therefore voted accordingly. 

Another motion was then made, and the queſtion put, 
that the Chairman do now leave the chair,” and the Houſe 
gain divided. 

Tellers Mr. Townſhed and Mr. Rice; ayes 40; noes 39. 

The following reſolutions were come to by the committee: 

iſt, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
um of 3600], be granted to his Majeſty for augmenting the 
laries of the puilne judges of the court of King's-bench, 


common -pleas, and barons of exchequer, being after the rate 


of 4col, per annum to each. 
2d. That it is the opinion of this committee, that the ſum 
o 5001. be granted to his Majeſty as an augmentation of 
de ſalary of the chief baron of the court of Exchequer, 
Adjourned to May 3. j | 
| May 3. 


This day, as ſoon as the private buſineſs was over, Colonel Col. Barre 


Barr“ repeated his motion of April 29, which, he obſerved, 
lad been negatived without a diviſion, It was conceived in 
be terms of the order of the Houſe, made before the Eaſter 

Vor. XI. Cec receſs, 
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tendance of Lord Cornwallis; when this order came to be 
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receſs, for a meſſage to be ſent to the Houſe of Lords, deſiring 
that that Houſe would give leave to Earl Cornwallis, one of 
their members, to attend a committee appointed to take into 
conſideration the ſubject matter of the American papets, In 
conſequence of this order, he ſaid, his Lordſhip had, with 
the conſent of the Houſe of which he is a member, com- 
plied with that order. He was in waiting the laſt day 
the committee ſat ; but as ſoon as the committee was form- 
ed, a motion was made by a noble Lord over the way [Lord 
Nugent] that the chairman do leave the chair, which, in 
fact, went to a direct diſſolution of the committee, and was 
of courſe an avowed declaration on the part fof the noble 
Lord, that no ſuch enquiry ought to be farther proceeded up- 
on. This was open and explicit, on the part of the noble 
Lord, fo far as it referred to the nature and object of the en- 
quiry itſelf, 

Another noble Lord, who meant exactly the ſame thing, 
but who had not the courage to avow it, preteffded to dila- 
gree with his noble friend. No, ſays the noble Lord in the 
blue ribbon, ** I will not ſecond the noble Lord who has 
moved for the diſſolution of the committee, We ought to 
have an enquiry, there ought to be an enquiry into the con- 
duct of miniſters, but it ſhall be on a ſpecific charge, and 
no evidence ſhall be received reſpecting military matters ;” 
that is, you may enquire into any thing, but the ſubject 
matter of the papers; the papers, ſo far as they apply to the 
conduct” of the war, ſolely reſpect military matters—the 
committee may, however, proceed upon any ſubject they 
pleaſe, but what they were expreſsly convened to enquire 
into. 

Having ſhewn what he called the fallacy and abſurdi- 
ty of ſuch language, he entered into a ſhort narrative of 
what paſſed in the committee the laſt night, and ſhewed, by 
arguments ſuch as theſe, the noble Lord had been able to 
deſeat the enquiry much more ſucceſsfully, than if he had 
ſupported his noble friend in his motion for the chairman's 
leaving the chair. 

He did not mean to enter into a diſcuſſion, how far the 
noble Lord's arguments were or were not juſtifiable ; the ob- 
ject of his intended motion was merely to ſupport the order 
of proceeding. The order as above ſtated, was for the 2t- 


carried into execution, the committee refuſed to obey what 
the Houſe had previouſly determined. He did not, it was true, 
take the ſenſe of the Houſe regularly by dividing it; but 
EN from 
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or from the fate of the two other queſtions, which amounted in 
ſubſtance and effect to the ſame thing, and from the general 
ind evident complexion of the-Houle, he avoided a diviſion 
tho prevent unneceſſary trouble. It was then a very late 
hour 3 the committee was fatigued ; the queſtion had been 
artfully entangled and buried in ſubtilty and extraneous mat- 


„ ter, &c. He could, therefore, eaſily make allowances for 
rd Wl honourable gentlemen being miſled into a reſolution, to 
in vbich they would not have conſented in a cooler moment 
„ster having time to reflect. The dignity of the Houſe, the 


ble Wl order, and rule of its proceedings, and its credit and repu- 
_ WE tion without doors, were the motives for his preſent trou- 
ple ble. Every individual member of that Houſe, the Houſe 
tfelf, and the public at large, were eſſentially concerned in 
the queſtion, He therefore begged leave to move, That 
Ng Lord Cornwallis be called in and examined, touching the 
>" WH ſubject matter of the papers on the table, reſpecting the con- 
the 100 of the American war.“ 

has Mr. Dunning ſeconded the motion, who ſaid, he had not 
teen preſent at the former debate, in which the motion now 
made by his honourable friend had received a negative. It 
.nd WY vould be therefore underſtood, that he did not rite to ſpeak 
o the merits of the queſtion, but merely to the point of 
ca WM oder. It might be competent to the noble Lord to move 
che Wn amendment to the motion as firſt propoſed, or it might 
the ot; it might be very proper to prevent witneſſes to be 
ney WM beard reſpecting military points; but being abſent on par- 
ire ¶ ticular buſineſs it was not fit for him to pretume to determine 
ne way or the other; he only roſe to the point of order, 
nd he ſhould not offer a ſingle ſyllable reſpecting the pro- 
piety or impropriety of receiving military evidence, till by 
rſeinding the reſolution come to inthe committee, he ſhould 
take his way fairly to the main queſtion, 

In the beginning of April, the Houſe, in the exerciſe of 
ts authority, ordered, on the neceſſary conditions uſual on 
hich occaſions, that Lord 2 attend, in order to 
the be examined touching the ſubje& matter of the papers then 
ob- ing on the table. The papers are according]y read, and 
der aden a motion is made for calling in the noble Lord, the 
committee ſays, No: it is true, we have been appointed by a 
bei dwer competent to direct and controul our proceedings, 
= but we will not obey ; we will not examine Lord Corn- 

ulis. 
an Cc 2 The 


Mr. Dun- 


ning. 
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The point, therefore, which the Houſe was called upon te 
decide was ſimply this; Shall the Houſe controul and dire& 
a committee appointed by itſelf, or ſhall the committee con 
troul and direct the Houle ? 

He hoped he had ſtated the matter fairly before he at 
down; however, he recommended to the Houſe, to ſeriouf] 
conſider what would be the conſequence of giving a negative 
to the motion propoſed by his honourable friend; in his op 
mon, nothing ſhort of a total ſubverſion of the law of Par 
hament, ſo far as it reſpected the proceedings of that Houſe 
_ the introduction conſequently of diſorder and confu ee 

on. * 

Lord North ſaid, as to the point of order, he was appa 
rently not prepared to ſpeak, for his argument was this; tha n 
committees of the whole Houſe, and the Houſe itſelf, were 
almoſt analogous, and their powers co-extenſive; ſo tha 
in reality the difference between the orders of one, and the 
reſolutions of the other, ſubſtantjally imported the {ame thing 
They were, on queſtions of importance, equally well attend 
ed ; the difference, in his apprehenſion, was little more tha abi 
whether the ſpeaker was in the chair, or whether one of thi 
members preſided pro tempore in his place, As to the poin 
of order therefore, which was the only objection ſtated b 
the honourable gentleman who made the motion, or hi 
learned friend who roſe to ſecond it, he heard nothing urged 
ſufficient to induce the Houſe to reſcind or contradiQ the re 
ſolution in the commirtee, 

The learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt, acknowledged, h 
had not been preſent at the preceding debate; it might 
the caſe of ſeveral other honourable members; he would 
with the conſent of the Houſe, ſtate the tranſactions of tha 
evening; for in fact, 3 the motion made by the ho 
nourable gentleman profefled nothing more than the reſto 
ration of the order of proceeding of that Houſe, the even 

would involve in it a queſtion of the firſt importance, 

The order for the attendance of Lord Cornwallis was th 
point from which the miſtake originated. It was worded it 
the cuſtomary manner, by way of meſſage to the other Houſe 
which preſcribes the terms in which the meſſage ought to | 
worded, wherein the reaſon and object of the applicatiot 


muſt be ſet forth; firſt, that the other Houſe may be inWhe cc 
formed of the matter to which one of their body is to "lie ce; 
examined, in order to judge of the propriety of the requelt ¶ vt b. 

rtait 


ſecondly, that in caſe the Houſe ſhould give leave, the * 
11 : ; . 10 
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Lord whoſe attendance is called for, may be at liberty to 
nend or refuſe, 

This was the original cauſe of the preſent embarraſſment z 
he other witneſſes ordered to attend, had a common order of 
tendance ſerved upon them; which plainly ſhewed, that 
de Houſe made no ſpecific order to examine Lord Corn- 
rallis to the ſubject matter of the papers, farther than they 
rere obliged to comply with the forms of communication, 
&>bliſhed on ſuch occaſions between both Houſes. 

Having laid down this, as the baſis of his future argu- 
nents, his Lordſhip proceeded to ſhew the impropriety of 
namining witneſſes to military points. The object of the 


pa rquirx, at leaſt the profeſſed one, was to enquire into the 
tha vaduet of two military commanders of 27 rank and 
* geat reputation, Papers reſpe&ing the conduct of another 
tha 


nilitary commander [General Burgoyne] were likewiſe mov- 
and ordered, and, he thought, very 1mproperly, becauſe 
bat gentleman was at preſent in a ſituation which prevented, 
his opinion, any enquiry into his conduct; for if cenſu- 
able, he muſt be acquitted ; nor indeed could he be brought 
efore any military tribunal whatever, till freed or releaſed 
um the terms impoſed upon him by the convention of Sa- 
moga. But to return. The honourable general entruſted with 
he command in chief in America, moved for, and inſtituted 
de enquiry himſelf; he moved for the attendance of certain 
2 Without debating the point at preſent, as to the 
Ompetency of the Houſe to enquire into military matters, he 
bould only obſerve, that the evidence muſt be ex parte, and 
wuld never be deemed by any rule of reaſon, common ſenſe, 
regular proceeding, ſufficiently full and concluſive to ac- 
uit the honourable general. It might furniſh a good ground 
br belief or perſuaſion, but from the nature of the evidence, 
k well as the manner it would be delivered, no man in that 
louſe, or without doors, could lay any other ſtreſs or give it 
n bigher degree of credit, than what ex-parte evidence was 
s th atitled to in the firſt inſtance, and what teſtimony, not de- 
hered upon oath, was entitled to in the ſecond, So that 
king the competency of the Houſe, as a ground of pro- 
reding perfectly applicable to the ſubject matter of the en- 
uiry, ſuch evidence as that deſcribed could not operate to 


he conviction of any man. If the honourable general ſhould 
to e cenſured by a vote of that Houſe (which, he hoped, would 
ueit ot be the cafe) it would not change a ſingle opinion enter- 
nob\Wtrtained by thoſe who at preſent think favourably of his 


conduct ; 
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conduct; ſhould he be, on the contrary, honourably acquitt 
every perſon (he believed they were very few) would reta 
their former ſentiments; taking the event of the enqui 
therefore either way, he ſaw no poſſible good ſuch a procee 
Ing could anſwer. 

For his part, he thought, and believed he ever ſhould, that th 
Houſe was a very improper place in which to have the cond 
of military men enquired into. When occaſion made it : 

to examine how far military men had or had not p 
formed their duty, he looked upon a court martial to be 
only tribunal where the party accuſed could procure ſubſta 
tial reparation for his nc ; and where, in caſe 
failure and neglect, the juſtice of the nation could be legs 
or conſtitutionally Catisfied : there and there »nly, the nati 
or the injured officer could obtain or regularly teek ſuch le 
and ſubftantial juſtice. 

If, on the other hand, under the appearance of enquiri 
into the conduct of military officers, it was intended to bi 
charges of neglect or incapacity againſt miniſters, it was 
his opinion a very unfair mode of proceeding. —T he honou 
ble general as far as that Houſe were competent to dety 
mine, had juſtified his conduct by the correſpondence on t 
table. The Houſe were almoſt unanimous in that reſpeQ. 
If a few individuals entertained different ſentiments, the 
ſentiments were precluded by a very great majority, w 
dec lared themſelves perfectly pleaſed with his ſervices. BH 
he had no right to preſume there were any of that deſcri 
tion; becauſe no accuſation had been made, not a ing 
charge ſpecified. What then were or could be the moti 
for urging the preſent enquiry, unleſs the object was ul 
mately intended againſt miniſters ?—But as yet no man 
avowed that. 

If any ſuch intention was in contemplation, he had a rig 
to ſay, he was ignorant of it, becauſe no one perſon had « 
clared that he meant to do ſo. He allowed, that the Ho 
was competent to enquire into the conduct of miniſters. 
had an inquifitorial power; they had a right to enquire in 
to cenſure, but not to puniſh ; ſo far he was ready to ackno 
ledge ; but be truſted their conduct was not to be decided u 
on by the evidence of military men: he believed it was n 
when that evidence was profeſſedly given on military me 
ſures, which they neither planned or executed. : 

If, however, any ſpecific accuſation was made againſt u 
niſters, as one of his Majeſty's confidential ſervants, he » 
ready that inſtant to have witneſſes called to the bar, pop 
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matter on which the witneſs was to be examined was 


ted to any one particular meaſure of adminiſtration, 

On the whole, be concluded, that the eftabliſhed order and 
of. proceeding of that Houſe, had not been violated ; 
tif even the committee had exceeded their powers, which 
yas convinced they had not, it was to prevent an incon- 
jency of much greater miſchief and extent; and, that ſuch 
vs his ſentiments, in every point of view the queſtion pre- 
ed itſelf to him, he muſt adhere to his former opinion, and 
courſe meet the honourable gentleman's motion with a di- 
| negative. 


he was aſtqniſhed at his total want of memory. Was 
noble Lord afleep on every occaſion in that Houſe, when 
moſt direct and ſpecific accuſations were made againſt the 
wrable general, and his noble brother the vice admiral ? 
s his Lordſhip afleep, when the noble Lord commanding 
guadron in America, was impliedly cenſured by an ho- 
able friend of his [Governor Johnſtone] for returning to 
York, with an equal force, and thereby permitting 
ſing to eſcape from him into Boſton ? Did the noble 
| forget the direct charges, made by the ſame honourable 
man againſt the commander in chief, for going to the 
ward, inſtead of favouring another general's operations 
= Canada? Did the noble Lord not hear the very laſt 
pt, a learned gentleman near him, high in his Lordſhip's 
kdence, [Lord Advocate of Scotland] avow his former 
ments, reſpecting the general's retreat from the Jerſies, 
his going to ſea inſtead of forcing his way to Philadel- 
u by , ? In ſhort, was there hardly a debate in that 
of any conſequence during the ſeſſion, in which ſome 
or implied cenſure, had not been paſſed on the honou- 
Lg general or his noble brother? 
What then could the noble Lord mean? Was he in earneſt 
a he made ſuch aſſertions? or did his Lordſhjp and the 


0 themſelves from the conſequences of their own miſ- 
ges and incapacity, under general looſe expreſſions of 
ed obetion of the conduct of the honourable general, while 
vere ſecretly endeavouring to whiſper away his reputa- 
and to repreſent him and the other honourable general 


be real authors of all our preſent national diſtreſs, and of 
5 of America? Were not the runners of adminiſtration, 
Ce Vv ; theic 


wiouſly ſtated, and was ſuch as directly and ſpecifically. 


noble Lord near him, the American ſecretary, intend to 
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their tools and emiſfaties, in that Houſe and out of it, conſtant 
employed in this dirty treacherous and inſidious occupation 

Were not a whole legion of newſpaper writers and pa 
phleteers in conſtant miniſterial pay, for the effecting this b; 
and aſſaſſinate purpoſe ? For his part there was not a we 
but ſome ſcurtilous pamphlet, compoſed of a mixture of pl; 
ſible reaſoning, pompous expreſſions, miſrepreſentations, z 
artful invectives againſt the conduct of the commander 
chief, was left at his houſe. 

- The authors were known, and were known to be under t 
wing of government; paid and careſſed, placed and penſin 
ed by them; one in particular no leſs diſtinguiſhed for 
ſpirit of adventure, than his various ſervices, he meant 
worthy northern baronet, who occaſionally acted in the chara 
ter of judge, hiſtorian, pamphleteer, and recruiting officer, 
Such were the men, ſuch were the means, employed to bl; 
the character of great and meritorious officers ;—ſuch we 
the affected language and inſidious arts of adminiſtrati 
T hey baſely endeavoured to effect in private, what the d: 
not own in public. They heaped commendations in t 
Houſe on the honourable commander in chief, while they e 
erted every effort by indirect means, to diſrobe him of his h 
nour and reputation out of it; and permitted daily, withc 
contradiction or even pretending to ſupport their own opi 
ons, accuſations to be made againſt him, in the face of the i 
tion. 

After putting theſe ſeveral facts in various points of vier 
and concluding, that the enquiry ought for theſe reaſons to 
proceeded upon ; he ſpoke a few words to the point of order, 
which he laid it down as a clear indiſputable rule of pre 
ing in that Houſe, that a committee was always bound by t 
order of reference made to it; otherwiſe there would bet 
contradictory. powers and claſhing juriſdictions in the far 
body, a doctrine too abſurd and monſtrous to be heard wi 

atience or liſtened to. A great part of the buſineſs of t 
Houſe was tranſacted by committees, particularly by co 
mittees of the whole Houſe ; if, therefore, it ſhould be adop 
ed as parlizmentary law, that what the Houſe entertained 
one inſtance and referred to a committee, was fo far contro 
able by that committee, as that the latter had an option 
diſobey the order of reference, all bufineis would be at 
end; and as often as circumſtances afforded a pretence, | 
proceedings of that Houſe would be involved in endleſs cc 
fuſion and conteſts with itſelf. He ſpoke to ſeveral ot 


particulars ; and begged before he ſat down, that the _ 
3 W 
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ud ſeriouſly reflect and conſider how fatal it might prove, 
t did not preſerve a proper controul over its ſeveral con- 
ent parts, He obſerved beſides, that it would be treating 
other Houſe with contempt, to ſend a meſſage for leave 
zamine one of its members, to the ſubje& matter of cer- 
n papers then before a committee, and for the conſent of 
member himſelf, and yet, after both requeſts were granted, 
viſe to hear him. | 
fir Grey Cooper ſpoke to the queſtion of order. He con- Sir Grey 
wed that the order of the Houſe and the ſenſe of the com- . 
nee, were by no means incompatible with each other, or 
tadiftory ; that the committee was ſtill in being, and had 
yorted nothing; that it might report its reaſons to the 
kuſe, why Lord Cortiwallis could not be examined; and 
u conſequently, either in point of form or ſubſtance, the 
mittee had not exceeded its powers. 
Earl Nugent declared himſelf in favour of the proceedings EarlNugents 
the committee. He never heard, till upon the preſent 
ſion and the other night, that a committee was bound to 
enlly obey the order of the Houſe, or to report, if they did 
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t think proper. His memory did not at preſent help him 


any particular inſtance to ſupport his opinion; but if the 
urnals were ſearched, he made no doubt, but a t num 
r of precedents would be found in ſupport of his doctrine. 
& recurred to his arguments of the preceding Thurſday ; 
that matters of great conſequence were yet to be brought 
o Parliament; that the attention of miniſters would be 
tn not only from them, by diſtracting it with ſuch a va- 
ty of objects, but that the very being and preſervation of 
nation, from the hoſtile attacks of a powerful foreign foe, 

t be neglected, while the whole time of miniſters was 
Rent in that Houſe, upon a fruitleſs enquiry ; which, let it 
minate as it might, could anſwer no other purpoſe, but 
at of laying the foundation of greater embatraſſments, and 
le giving a ſupetiority to our enemies, which they were un- 
de to obtain by any other means, He fincerely believed 
was not a ſingle perſon in that Houſe who wiſhed any 

a thing; nor one who ſaw the proceeding upon the pre- 
nt enquiry in the light that he did, who would join with 
in a vote for its diſſolution. Beſides, though the particu- 
mentioned by an honourable gentleman who ſpoke lately 
Mr. T. Townſhend] had been exactly as ſtated, he never 
uid be perſuaded, that the particular feelings of any man 
men, for their perſonal honour, afforded ground ſufficient 
ir riſquing the ſafety of the ftate, to the gratification of 
Vol. XI. D d d thoſe 


Mr. Far. 


the ſuppoſed interruption it would give his Majeſty's confide 
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hoſe feelings, be their rank, character, or public ſtati 
ever ſo reſpeCtable. He was alwaways againſt enquiries 
long as he knew any thing of Parliament ; he was freque 
a witneſs to their aleful and pernicious effects. He 
againſt the late enquiry into the conduct of his hond 
rable friend, the admiral of the blue [Mr. Keppel.] He 
againſt the enquiry into the conduct of the noble Lord 
vice-admiral, and the honourable commander 3 and 0 
ſo, that he would ſooner, if the mattter came fairly to 
weighed, between the intereſt and honour of the nation: 
the intereſts and honour of his old and intimate friend 
admiral of the blue, ſooner conſent to have his feelings h 
than hazard the moſt eſſential intereſts, perhaps riſque 
fate of this country, in order to have them ſatisfied. 

Mr. Fox anſwered that part of the noble Lord's (pee 
which reſted the impropriety of the preſent enquiry, ug 


tial ſervants, in planning and executing meaſures for the go 
of their country. He believed that the noble Lord, a 
every other perſon in that Houſe who had the honour or in 
tereſt of his country at heart, were perfectly convinced, ti 
they had very ſtrong and cogent reaſons to lament that 
preſent miniſters had ever planed or ever executed. It wo 
have been a moſt fortunate circumſtance for the nation, t 
the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, and the noble Amerie 
ſecretary near him, had been in the ſituation ſuppoſed by 
honourable friend; that they were aſleep in that Houle 
out of it, the day one or both of them planned this accur 
American war; that they had been embarraſſed with deba 
in that Houſe, while they were deliberating upon meaſures 
ruin, folly and national diſgrace. He believed in his cc 
ſcience, that it would have been happy for their country tl 
they had never been born. | 

But ſurely, the noble Lord is not ſerious in the motives t 
has aſſigned for putting a ſtop to the preſent enquiry ? De 
his Lordſhip pretend to believe or foretel, ſhould the preſt 
enquiry go on, that miniſters will be leſs indolent, leſs inc 
pable, or regardleſs of the public concerns. His Lordſhip 
better informed ; experience has long ſince convinced him 
the contrary. He ſecretly ſmiles, when he talks in this ſtrai 
The reaſoning built on ſuch a ſuppoſition, is indeed high 
laughable, and can make no impreſſion on thoſe who hear t 
noble Lord riſe in that Houſe and gravely urge ſuch an aH. 
ment, but toexcite ſentiments of mirth and good humour; for i 
ftcad of being in town, when effective meaſures, directed to vii 
21840 ; | co 
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i 
ati exertions, and a proper employment of our national ſtrength | 
es | reſources, ought to ſteadily engage their attention, the * 
ie noble Lords and the reſt of their brethren in the cabinet 'Y 
FI, + from the fatigues of this office; they will be amuſing 'Y 
oneW@nſclves at their country-ſeats, for weeks, perhaps months 4 
le gether; and the great buſineſs of the nation will be left to ö 
d, etre of a few clerks in office; or if they ſhould in their j 
mWhective retreats turn their attention at all to public affairs, | 
to vill be only to deviſe means, not for the defeat of their ene- | 
n , but to defeat enquiries into their blunders, incapacity 
d d negle&t in Parliament, The laſt ſummer in particular, 

h en the very fate of this country was at ſtake, when we 
ie threatened with an invaſion, he was well informed, that 


weeks together, there was not a ſingle cabinet miniſter fo 
ee to town as fifty miles; but if _ had been nearer, was 


u ot prepoſterous and ridiculous, and impoſſible to ſuppoſe 
hd perſons who were to conſult, deliberate, and determine by 
g mon conſent only, could conſult, deliberate, and adviſetheir 
» ereign, when they were thus ſeparate? If any man could 
10 poſe, that any good could proceed from ſuch counſels, he 
„tied him, if he was fincere; if not he would forbear to 
it edis opinion of the principles of ſuch a man. 


wog tle then ſtated the neceſſity there was for going into an en- 
y. The noble Lord in the blue ribbon had repeatedly 
rig red himſelf to that Houſe on the iſſue of the American 


1 , He had called for a large fleet and numerous army; 
uſe were granted; but America was loſt, twenty-five thou- 
v7 ud lives had been thrown away, and upwards of thirty mil- 
evans of money had been expended, But to come directly to a 
res period, the other noble Lord at the head of the American 

cogrutment, when he came into office, had ſpecially pledged 


ug elf to that Houſe, not merely to a general promiſe of ſuc- 
ts, but afterwards, in different ſtages of the buſineſs, pointed 
'cS HP" the means, Such an army under Sir William Howe 


We Hr army under General Burgoyne, from Canada, to 
releW-operate with the grand; the people in the colonies 
ger loyally diſpoſed ; Waſhington could not recruit ; he 
hip WW! ofcred thirty pounds a man, but he could procure none ta 


Wit, even upon ſuch exorbitant terms, Sir Guy Carleton 
ald have a force under his command ſufficient to protect 
igh u defend the province of Quebec; and afterwads the ex- 
ar ion down the North River would conſiſt of a choſen 
e of veterans of 12, ooo effective men; beſides the great 
Wntages which would be derived from the aſſiſtance and 
amp of the Indians in the neighbourhood of his in- 
co D442 tend- 
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General 
Burgoyne. 


lic meaſures, (having declared his intention, to breathe a dif 
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tended route, When queſtioned upon the great line of p 


rent ſpirit into thoſe which prevailed when he was cal 
into his Majeſty's councils) what force he meant to emple 
his anſwer was, Whatever force the general thinks may 
adequate,” After the firſt campaign, when aſked what 
pearances of ſucceſs there were ? his Lordſhip anſwer 
every appearance of a ſucceſsful and decifive campaig 
Now, if neither the force was adequate, and his Lo 
ſhip knew that he could not expect a ſuecſsful campait 
it will follow, that he not only deceived the gene 
and concealed his ſentiments, but by ſo doing, he a 
a moſt criminal part, and is reſponſible to that Houſe ; 
the nation, for all the blood and treaſure we have already ſp 
and thrown away. What is one of the objects of this 
quiry ? To hear the evidence of men on the ſpot, in h 
command}; to ſhew in the firſt inſtance that the general 
not culpable, becauſe his force was not adequate, and t 
the noble Lord deceived the Houſe, becauſe when he t 
them that he had every proſpect of a ſucceſsful campaign 
had a letter in his pocket from the general, telling him, 
no ſucceſsful campaign, nor an end to the war, could be 
pected, unleſs the noble Lord ſent out a very conſider 
reinforcement to his aſſiſtance, which reinforcement, at 
time he promiſed a ſucceſsful and deciſive campaign, he 
pre-determined not to ſend. | 
The evidence contained in the papers went directly to 
facts. The noble Lord's — ſnewed, that 
entertained opinions diametrically oppoſite to thoſe ſtate 
the general's letter. How then was it poſſible to come at 
truth without examining thoſe who were in high comm 
and were preſent on the ſpot? The teſtimony of Lord C 
wallis was neceſſary to prove the truth or fallacy of thoſe « 
tradictory aſſertions. He could deſcribe the country, the 
ſtructions and difficulties the commander in chief had to 
tend with. In fact, he and his brother officers, ſo far as 
teſtimony applied to the force requiſite to inſure a ſucce 
campaign, were competent, and the only proper eviden 
derermine the opinion of the Houſe on the meaſures of u 
ſters, and the means they furniſhed for carrying them ee 
execution, and of the poſſibility or impoſſibility of exec 
them. | 
General Burgoyne, in anſwer to the two noble Lords. 
nt and North ] who ſpoke on the other fide, entered. 
detail of the inquiſitorial powers veſted in that Houſe. 
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The noble Lord in the blue ribbon had acknowleged, that 
Houſe: was competent to enquire into certain points, and 
tertain purpoſes ; that is had a right to enquire into the 
ju of miniſters, but not of military men; of meaſures 
fate, but not of their execution, 

This acknowledgement, in his apprehenſion, amounted to 
nothing ; for if the end of the enquiry preſented a com- 
robject, reſpecting meaſures of ſtate and meaſures of exe- 


ugh the medium of the other; then the c 
vaſtrably clear, that the conduct of miniſters could not 
lecided upon, without knowing how far their milita 

had hen well or ill executed; nor, vice verſa, could cho 
be j of, without being firſt informed how far their 
bad or had not been practicable. This was the light 
matter ſtruck him in, nor did he ſee how it was poſſible to 
d the alternative; conſequently the noble Lord's argu- 


de, taken as relative to one great tranſaction, was a ſub- 
et al negative upon the whole of any further proceeding in 
on Wſnquiry. into the conduct of miniſters and generais; and 


xknowledgement of an inherent inquiſitorial power be- 
reſted in that Houſe, amounted to the acknowledgement 
power which was never to be exerciſed ; or if exerciſed, 
i not be directed to any ſubſtantial purpoſe ; becauſe, if 
Houſe had no right to call for the neceſſary proofs, on 
d only it could determine, it was all as one as ſaying, 
ſhould not determine. 

he other noble Lord [Nugent] had been more fair and 
u; his Lordſhip denied that any ſuch inherent power ex- 
|; he avowed directly that the Houſe had no right to en- 
e into military matters, to effect a civil purpoſe, or any 
joſe ; and, puſhed his argument ſtill farther upon the prin- 
thus avowed; for when by referring to former enqui- 
he ſeemed ta allow that they were founded in precedents ; 
ew an argument from the implied fact, againſt the pro- 
ty of exerciſing ſuch a power. His Lordſhip ſaid, he ne- 


cce doe any benefit derived from enquiries, as long as he had 
en" Parliament ; they might be produRtiye of great miſchief, 
f could be productive of no good. 


[n-queſtion, ſo far as thoſe arguments applied to parliamen- 
inquiries, was thus: has ſuch an inquiſitorial power ex- 
| coeval with the conſtitution ? 

loproye that ſuch a power was veſted in theHouſe of Com- 
u, he begged leave to ſtate to the committee a few in- 


in ſupport of his doQtrine, from the records on yhe ta- 
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jon, either of which it was impoſſible to Judge of, but 
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ble, the journals of that Houſe, He ſhould not go! 
remote periods of our hiſtory, to ſhew that his doctr 
was well-founded, 

He believed, there had not been a fingle Parliament, fit 
the-reign of Queen Elizabeth, in which ſome ſuch powe 

hat now contended for by him, had not been exerciſed 
ſome ſhape or other, It was frequently exerciſed during 
reigus of the Stuarts, particularly in that of Charles the 
cond. The penſioned Parliament af that prince had, in 
year 1667, enquired into the miſcarriage of the Dutch w: 
the burning of our fleet at Chatham, and the cauſe why t 
victory obtained by the Duke of York, afterwards James 
Second, was not more complete and decifive, ® 

Early in King William's reign, before that prince u 
ſcated firmly on the throne, an addreſs to the crown was pr 
ſented, in order ta enquire into the cauſes of the defeat, 
the Engliſh fleet under Lord Torrington, at Beachy-head 

In a few years after, an enquiry was ſet on foot, relati 
to the conduct of the war in Ireland. 

Even after the glorious victory gained at La Hogue, 
which the marine power of France was broken, an enqui 
was ordered to be made into the behaviour of ſome of 
officers in that action. mes 

In Queen Ann's reign, the affair at Malaga and the co 
duct of the war in Spain, were made the ſubjects of enqui 

The ſame ſpirit prevailed in that Houſe, relative to 
miſcarriage in the Mediterranean, in the year 1743, undiifirc 
the command of Mathews and Leſtock; and ſuch was t 
exerciſe of the inquiſitorial powers of that Houſe, in relatig 
to the conduct of the late Admiral Byng. 

- Every one of theſe were military enquiries, properly 
called; and were likewiſe, applicable to the conduct of 1 
niſters. 

If then the inquiſitorial power of that Houſe, was und 
niably proved by the precedents referred to, no doubt wh 
ever could ariſe, but two : firſt, whether it was proper to e 
erciſe it in the preſent inſtance ? ſecondly, whether it v 
proper to ule it in any inſtance ? : na 

The noble Lord in the blue ribbon was of opinion, th 
it was not, ſo far as it reſpected military points; the oth 
noble Lord was of opinion that no enquiry ſhould be had 
that Houſe, which was at all relative or connected with r 
litary matters, 

- Having proved that the Houſe had the power contend 
for, he obſerved that there was only one queſtion more 


— 
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decided, and that was the queſtion before the Houſe, 
ls this been an improper power, improperly exerciſed ? and 
ſuch, ſhall we from this day forward diveſt ourſelves of 
If it ſhould be the opinion of the Houſe that it was, 
argument was at an end or is there any circumſtance 
ned in the preſent enquiry, which may take it out of the 
neral rule, and make it an exception? He believed, ex- 
wt the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt [Earl Nugent] there 
not a perſon in the Houſe, who would contend for the 
it; and as to the fecond, he had not heard a fingle argu- 
r; to ſhew that a ſuſpenſion of this Bank Mas. power 
gut to be adopted on the preſent occaſion. 

Here he begged leave to enter into an examination of the 
uſe and object of the preſent enquiry, ſo far as it af- 
fed himſelf, or might affect the noble Lord at the head of 
American department. | 

That noble Lord had planned an expedition from Canada, 
order to fayour and co-operate with the grand army un- 
dir W. Howe. The execution of that plan fell to his ſhare, 
king called upon for a plan, he delivered one to the noble Lord, 
Is Lordſhip, after conſidering it for ſome time, returned it 3 
d ſtruck out the diſcretionary power he reſerved, to act as 
mes and circumſtances might require. The force propoſed * 
n was conſiderably reduced when he received his plan; and, 
uced as it was, he never had above two-thirds of the 
re promi ſed by the noble Lord, under his command, and the 
kretionary power being ſtruck out of it, the inſtructions 
e peremptory to make his way to Albany. 

Under this plan he acted, bocauſe he thought it was his 
ty to obey, and proceeded to carry it into execution. The 
nlequznce of which was, after encountering a great num- 
of difficulties, ariſing from his force being inadequate, he 
at laſt compelled to ſurrender to the enemy at Saratoga. 
tow then did the matter reſt between him and the noble 
rd? The noble Lord contends, that he did not act un- 
r peremptory orders; that his force was adequate to the 
ice he was to perform; and that conſequently the miſ- 
age lay at his door. This was a fair ſtate of the queſ- 
Mn, he believed, and was a very proper matter for the 
Wile to determine upon. 

l the preſent committce was diſſolved, is it not plain, 
a miniſters ſhrink from the enquiry ? The only pre- 
ace or colour tiny urge is, the commander in chief's 
it William Howe] conduct cannot be the ſubje& of 
I any 
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: / 
any Enquiry in this Honſe, becauſe there is no accuſatic 
— 2 al him; though the Houſe was competent to e 
quire, his own conduct cannot be enquired into, becauſe 
cannot be tried till releaſed from his military engagements 
the rebel Congreſs ; and when he ſhall be freed from 
Engagement, a militaty tribunal, not that Houſe, will bet 
mT place to have his conduct enquired into; for if 
ould be found blameable, it is only a court-martial th 
* any cenſure or inflict any puniſhment upon him. 
e denied every one of the premiſes. The commanc 
in chief, as well as himſelf, had been accuſed both wi 
and without that Houſe, He had been moſt unjuſtly a 
cruelly accuſed by a learned gentleman [Lord Advocate 
pre over the way, the night the committee ſ 
The noble Lord in the blue ribbon ſaid, the only purpe 
the committee could fit for, would be to hear accuſati 
againſt miniſters ; none had been made, conſequently 
committee, for the reaſons affigned before, could fit to 
purpoſe. He denied it : miniſters, if they refuſed to p 
ceed, were accuſed. 
He was accuſed by the learned gentleman with the lofs 
an army; he demanded juſtice ; and, he truſted, would c 
tain it from that Houſe and his country, on 
He was criminated in the face of the nation; and he Mit 
manded and intreated the juſtice of the Houle, that, tl 
publicly accuſed, he might be permitted to exculpate hi 
ſelf. If the noble Lord, or miniſters in general, called 
ſpetific charges againſt themſelves, they would find them co 
led with the juſtification of his conduct. He was entru 
with the execution of a meaſure ; he failed in the execut1W: p 
His juſtification was, that the force was inadequate to what 
neceſſary, The blame, as it had been often repeated in mou 
Houſe, muſt lie ſomewhere. If he proved that he acted un 
peremptory orders, and that he had done every thing to exec 
them in his power; that the plan was impracticable in itſelf, 
want of the co-operation of the commander in chief, wh the, 
was underſtood to form a part of it; or if practicable, N 
the force was inadequate ; it would then reſt with the nol! x 
Lord at the head of the American department, and th 
who by their counſels gave birth to the meaſure, to exculpꝰ n th, 
themſelves. Theſe confiderations contained every thing $ 
ceſſary to juſtify an enquiry, and if miniſters ſhunned 
fhrunk from it, the deduQtion was equal to the evidence 
ling from mathematical demonſtration, that they were © 
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of their own guilt or incapacity; He wiſhed, there- 
before he ſat down, to impreſs this material and im- 
rant confideration on the Houſe, that he was earneſtly 
Erbus of having an opportunity to juſtify himſelf, which 
ke ſhould be ſo happy to do, it would invotye in it ground 
ficient ta enquire into the motives of their conduct. He 
not, however, ſtand forth as an accuſer ; he wiſhed to 
we his own innocence } let miniſters then look forward to 
inference, and fee how far it behoved them to account 
that Houſe and the public, for the loſs of the notthern 


my; i 
lord George Germain denied that he had ever accuſed the Id. Cg 
nourable general, either in that aſſembly or out” of it, C.. 
| the failure of the expedition; but ſince the honoura- 
ntleman had provoked an enquiry, he had no manner 
edlen ; and hoped to be able to prove the contrary of 
kt had been aſſerted, to the ſatisfaction of that Houſe and 
public, be meant, when the honourable gentleman ſhould 
enable to a military tribunal, | 
An honourable gentleman who ſpoke lately with great 
by, and with his uſual ability [ Mr. Fox] ſaid, that he had 
drawn his confidence from the commander in chief, long 
ofe his reſignation; that he ſhould ſay in that Houſe, 
the force ſent to America would be adequate to the ſer- 
x and that he had deceived that Houſe by promiſing a 
ceſsful iſſue to the enſuing campaign. He always ſpoke 
lh great caution when he role ; he often declined to fpeak, 
t was ſtrongly, urged by his feelings, when he did riſe : 
re were ſofne ſituations in which it would be neither” wife 
r prudent to remain filent. Such he looked upon the 
ſent moment to be. He did not merely riſe to anſwer the 
nourable gentleman's ſpeech, the facts he ſhould particu- 
fly ſpeak to having been urged in the narrative of the com- 
inder in chief, the firſt day the committee met. 
de truſted, that, without offence, he might anſwer ſuch 
them as particularly related to himſelf, Whatever he 
lin Parliament, reſpecting his hopes of ſucceſs, he was 
| warranted to ſay by the honourable commander's own 
ners, copies of which were on the table. He had given 
n the ſtrongeſt hopes of ſucceſs, previous to the ſurpriſe 
the cantonment at Trenton, It was true, that after the 
bur at White Plains, when the rebel army was all one 
annihilated, he demanded a large rcinforcement, fifteen 
twenty thouſand men; but for his“ part, againſt an ené- 
Vor. XI, E ee my 
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and at the head of a victorious well-diſciplined army, co 
bined- with the information of perſons well informed on 
ſpot, and on his own judgment, he thought then, and no 
that fuch a requiſition on the part of the commander 
chief, ought not to be complied with ; and to ſhew that 
opinion was not peculiar ta him and the reſt of his M. 
ſty's ſervants, it was well known, that at the very period 
luded to, ſuch was the low, deſperate ſtate of the rebels, t 
they ſecretly ſent a deputation of three 110 to the ge 
ral, to inform him that they had conſulted the Congreſs 
the occaſion, who had conſented to permit them to rece 


was, he begged leave to ſay, a very ſtrong one in ſuppor 
his opinion, for if the general in the tide of ſucceſs, w 
run ſo ſtrongly in his favour, had followed his adyant: 
properly up, by croſſing the Delaware, and had poſſe 
himſelf of the province of Penſylvania, which at that t 
would have been the conſequence of the poſſeſſion of Ph 
delphia, he thought both now and then, that he was 1 
warranted and juſtified in aſſuring that Houſe, that we 
a fair proſpect of a ſucceſsful campaign, and of the ha 
termination of the war in the courſe of it. But all 
hopes were blaſted by that unhappy affair at Trenton; 
that event began in the firſt inſtance, what the ſurrende 
Saratoga fatally completed in the laſt. | 
Ar the commencement of the campaign alluded to, 
of 1777, it was impoſſible to ſend the reinforcement 
fired. Not prepared; the time was too ſhort, But fu 
fing that the. force was inadequate to effect the purpoſe 
putting an end to the rebellion in one campaign, it was 
inadequate to every purpole ; at leaſt miniſters had a r 
to think and ſay ſo. After marching up to Waſhingt 
entrenchments, and abandoning every meaſure for c 
ling him to leave that ſtrong poſition ; a month 
loſt by that unſucceſsful attempt, and returning to N 
York. The next ſtep taken by the general was to pre 
to ſea, where he continued another month; and inftez 
going up the Delaware, and landing at Wilmington or N 
caſtle in the Delaware, another month was loſt ; ſo 
when the operations of the campaign were commencec 
was almoſt time to think of going into winter quarters. 
deed the event proved it; for with a ſeries of ſucceſſ- 
was too late in the ſeaſon to continue operations of any 
CC 


ſequence in the field; and there was nothing he had 
re at heart, or more warmly urged and preſſed on the com- 
nder in chief, than that of commencing his operations as 
as poſſible. 


la fact, de could eaſily allow for accidents in war; the 


riſe of the poſt at Trenton came within that deſeription; 


return from the White Plains might be juſtified from 
dificn!ty of carrying on military operations in an hoſtile 
Juninhabited country; but as to the ſouthern expedition, 
fr as it related to the two delays alluded to, he confeſſed 
lid not at the time underſtand it, nor did he to this mi- 
underſtand it. 
t muſt have been that circumſtance alone the honourable 
tleman [ Mr. Fox] alluded to, when he ſaid he had with- 
n his confidence from the commander in chief; for it 
the only one on which he had been ſilent. He took no 
ce, he expreſſed no approbation of the meaſure, becauſe 
either at the time, nor to the moment he was ſpeaking, 
| even gueſs at the motives which had induced him to 
krtake the ſouthern expedition in the manner now de- 
hed, Nay, when aſked where the general was, or what 
ns doing, he ſaid, he knew no more of either than any 
bn in the ſtreet, He hoped that the honourable general 
d not be ſurpriſed at the expreſſion, when by the papers 
the table it appeared that he had not received a ſingle line 
bim for two months and fix days, from Auguſt the 
| till October the 28th. 
ben the honourable general firſt propoſed the expedition 
te ſouthward (8th of May, 1777) it was true he talked 
ning in the Delaware; but by the laſt diſpatch, he de- 
qd his intention of debarking in the Cheaſapeak, (16th of 
which he ſaid he preferred to that of the Delaware. 
wuld therefore ſubmit it to the candid judgment of the 
e, whether receiving a letter dated in the middle of July, 
u intended operation which within every common rule of 
ability, muſt have taken place at leaſt in the firſt inſtance, 
in a very few days, he had not a right to be aſtoniſhed at 
tee of two mouths, 
the honourable gentleman [Mr. Fox] wanted to know 
de had withdrawn what he called his confidence from the 
nander in chief, he informed the honourable gentleman, 
hat was the reaſon ; though he did not withdraw it in 
other manner, than forbearing to applaud a meaſure 
I ne could not approve, becauſe he did not underſtand 
Eee 2 | | the 
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it, He did not mean to prejudge the honourable commande 
He made no doubt but he acted very properly; but in juſt 
fication of himſelf, he thought that it was incumbent upg 
him, to explain to the Houſe and the public, why he witl 
held his approbation (not his confidence) of a meaſure, hie 
on he heard it accounted for, he was utterly at a loſs to rccot 
Cile, ' 

After dwelling upon this ſubject for ſome time, his Lord 
ſhip proceeded to ſpeak to the queſtion, He ſaid that he (; 
no good reaſon for proceeding farther in the preſent enquir 
he approved of evety other part of the honourable comma 
der's conduct, He might have his reaſons and very gos 
for acting in the manner he did. The Houſe ſeeme! +» 
ſatisfied with his conduct throughout; and he chearfully: 
quieſced in the opinion, If it had not, he thought that ti 
Houſe was not the proper tribunal to enquire into and deci 

on ſuch matters. The other honourable general had acc 
ſed him; he was ready to meet the charge, and defend hi; 
He did not accuſe the honourable general; but whenever 1 
Was in a proper ſituation to make a charge, and to ſubmit} 
military conduct to any tribunal, he pledg-d himſelf that 
would not ſhrink from an enquiry into his own conduct. 
was a duty due to that Houſe and the nation, to give eve 
poſſible ſatisfaftion, in order to know to whom the loſs of t 
northern army was imputable. It was a ſubject of the ve 
firſt importance ; but the period was not arrived, nor wou 
till the honourable gentleman ſhould be releaſed from the o 
gations impoſed upon him by the convention agreed to w 
the rebel general at Saratoga. 

Of courſe, as no charge had been made againſt the co 
mander in chief and the noble Lord the vice-admiral ; : 
as the honourable general, who commanded the northern e 
pedition, was amenable to no judicature, Parliamentary, 
vil, or military, in this country, he ſhould give his diſſe 
againſt reſuming the enquiry. 

Sir William Howe, after referring to ſome letters on the 
ble in which he had acquainted the noble Lord in the beg 
ning, that a greater force would be neceſ{:ry to carry on 
fective operations, leading to any thing like a deciſive c- 
paign; and in the further progreſs lamenting that it wane 
inadequate to what he had a right to expect at an earlier 
riod, being diſappointed even, in the inadequate reinforceme 
promiſed 55 the noble Lord; he anſwered the fact reſpect 
the pretended invitation from the inhabitants of Philadelp 
which he ſaid, had been fabticated by himſelf, in * 
i 4 ece 


wwe the enemy, He forged the invitation, and ſent a perſon 
th it, ſo as that the contents might fall into the hands of 
| rebels, in order to deceive General Waſhington, and alarm 
m for his own ſafety, on account of traitors within, and 
zwerful enemy from without. 


ied that an inquiſitorial power was veſted in the Houſe of 
mmons; he was fully perſuaded of the contrary : what 


yon any occaſion, or in any reign, but when a jealouſy aroſe 
Parliament that the executive power was remiſs in its du- 
and ſupprefled enquiry in order to ſcreen great ſtate cris 
nals; then and then only, it was, that Parliament interpo- 


ng perſons ſo favoured or ſcreened to public juſtice. 


n contending directly for the abſolute exerciſe of a condi» 


| defire not to call favourite officers to account for their 
litary conduct. 


aid it was not only competent to a committee of the whole 
uſe to refuſe to proceed upon an order of reference, but 
the toweſt committee up ſtairs, upon road, navigation, and 
loſing bills, Every day's experience proved it; for no- 
ns was more uſual than for committees to be appointed to 
vire into facts ſtated in petitions, and to report, and thoſe 
imittees diſſolving themſelves, and never taking any notice 
the matters ſo referred, and that even without ſtating 
nole reaſon, 

le then proceeded to anſwer General Burgoyne, on the 
et of his complaints againſt the noble Lord, at the head 


enquiry into the honourable general's cond in 
abſence ; but thinking that a fault muſt have happened 
where, pledged himſelf, that whenever that gentleman 
uned to England, that he would probe the matter to the 
tom, or endeavour to do it as far as lay in his power. He 
vof the ſame opinion ſtill; but when he found, that all en- 


of 


Lord North, in reply to General Burgoyne, ſaid he never LA. North. 


contended for, was, that ſuch a power was never exerciſed. 


| between the executive power and the nation, in order to 
No one had ſtated ſuch a ground for the preſent enquiry z. 
| it was ſtated and proved, all arguments for the. exerciſe. 
a power, not called for upon that account, was in his opi- 


nal right, not diſhuted nor denied in any inſtance, in which 
ns accompanied with that condition, that of a willingneſs 


he American department, He ſaid that he way againſi 


ty ſo far as it related to the honourable general, and of courſe. 
"ery other perſon concerned in the diſgraceful conyention 


395 


Mr. Rigby now aroſe, and ſpoke firſt to the point of order Mr. Righy, 
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of Saratoga, was ſuſpended, till the commander was releaſe, 
from his engagement to the rebel Congreſs; he ſaw at ones 
the utter impoſſibility of proceeding further in that buſineſs 
a Convention in its nature, manner and conſequences, mor 
pernicious diſhonourable and deſtruCtive, than this countr 
ever before experienced, 

'The honourable general had complained of the perſon: 
cruelty ſhewn him in that Houſe, and lamented the fate « 
the gallant army under his command. 

As to the firſt, he could not ſee any cruelty whatever tha 
had been ſhewn him. Had not he loſt one of the beſt diſci 
plined and appointed armies that was ever ſent from this coun 
try? Had not he, by his raſhneſs and imprudence, led then 
into inſurmountable difficulties ? Had not he been the occa 
ſion of inflicting a greater puniſhment on the Britiſh ſoldier 
than any other which could have poſſibly befallen them 
Had not he led them into the arms of iznominious captivit 
by ordering them to pile up their arms in the face of a de 
picable enemy, an undiſciplined militia ; a militia compoſe 
of the worſt of all enemies, a rebel militia, armed againſt thei 
Sovereign and the conſtitutional rights of this country ? 

The honourable general pretended to lament the fare of th 
unhappy ſharers of his misfortunes, of which he him{clf h- 
been the cauſe ; but what proofs could he adduce unleſs m 
words might paſs for proofs, that his feelings were correſpo 
dent to his profeſſions ? Had not he left them to their fatt 
to the reſentment and enmity of a perfidious and implacab 
enemy? Why did not he, like a man and a ſoldier, ſhare the 
misfortunes and their fate? While they were confined, inſul 
ed and ſuffering under every ſpecies of indignity and morti . 
fication, was not he enjoying himſelf in all the amuſemen 
and pleaſures of the firſt metropolis on the globe? or conſcio 
of preſent impunity, was not he, day after day, by factious e 
forts, and unfair and falſe miſrepreſcntations, endeavouri n 
to clog the wheels of government, and thereby attemptit 
to throw that blame upon miniſters, which ſolely originate 
with himſelf ? Ke « 

He added, if the honourable general was permitted to ent 
heard in his defence, before he was in a ſituation to Wn; 
puniſhed, it would amount to this; that however crimi ch. 
he might appear, no one ſtep could be taken againft hiq me 
unleſs at the pleaſure of the rebel Congreſs, while mig ha 
ſters would, if found incapable or neglectful, be liable to i. 
ſtant cenſure, - F 

| t 


Aſter having one largely into theſe cixcumſiances, he ſaid, 


fer from the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, and the other 
ble Lord at the head of the American department. He was 
ſent the other night when the queſtion was carried againſt 
ling in Lord Cornwallis, He neither ſpoke nor voted, 
cauſe no accuſation had been made againſt the commander in 
ief : not but he thought the proceeding a very extraordinary 
e to move for a committee to order papers to be referred to 
to order witneſſes to attend; to apply to the other, Houſe 
x the attendance of one of its members to be examined ex- 
{ly to the ſubject matter of thoſe papers, and yet after- 
is refuſe to hear him. | 
He had nevertheleſs his doubts in what manner to conduct 
mſelf ; and for that reaſon went away without voting; but 
they had all vaniſhed, as ſoon as he heard the noble Lord, 
American Secretary, riſe in his place, and make'a ſpeci- 
and dire& accuſation againſt the commander in chief; and 
wing openly, that he had withdrawn his confidence, and 
thheld his approbation, on account of thoſe ſpecific charges, 
operations to the ſouthward ; the carrying them by Cheaſa- 
it, and his not correſponding with him, for two months 
| {ix days. 

After ſuch a charge, ſo made, in ſuch an aſſembly, in the 
tof the nation, it would indeed be cruelty and the laſt ſpe- 
$of injuſtice, not to hear the honourable general in his de- 
Ke; for which reaſon, he ſhould vote that Lord Cornwallis 
alled in, in purſuance of the order made by the Houſe, re- 
ted in the motion of the right honourable gentleman, to be 
mined to the ſubject matter of thoſe papers. 


the purpoſe of vindicating their behaviour and his own 
bar, both which had been ſcandalouſly aſperſed. To ſee 
elf diſgraced withcut a hearing, the moſt abominable 
foods circulated againſt him, denied a ſhare in the de- 
Ke of his country, tho' no circumſtance of his ſituation 
rented him that honour ; theſe were the luxuries he en- 
kd; and if there was a man who thought them enviable, 
thought that they did not give thorns to the pillow and 
erneſs to the cup, he had more philoſophy or leſs ſentiment 
a had been allotted to himſelf, He concluded with in- 
ug, that the honourable gentleman, after ſuch a ſpeech 


Lord 


was with infinite reluctance, he found himſelf obliged to 


General Burgoyne replied warmly to Mr. Rigby's inſinua- General 
s of deſerting his army in their captivity, He was here Be. 


bbound in honour to continue his ſuphort to the enquiry.“ 


—— — TT A OT — 
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La. Nerth. Lord North roſe, he ſaid, to defend his former opinio 
but the Houſe would not hear him, though he roſe five 
fix times; and his Lordſhip was at fra obliged- to 
down. The debate principally lay between the foreme 
tioned ſpeakers 3 and the queſtion being put upon Col 
nel Barre's motion, it was carried almoſt unanimouſly, wi 
out a diviſion, 
May 4. 


Order of the day for committing a bill to prevent adulter 
Earl V- Earl Nugent began with obſerving the gallery was 
_ filled with ladies. The other day, when a queſtion 
ſpefting the church was agitated, the members ther 
flocked to hear it; and when a debate of a military mo 
came before the Houſe, the gallery was full of ſoldie 
he therefore was ſurprized ladies did not come to hear 
preſent queſtion, as he thought their welfare of infinite r 
conſequence than either the church or the army, orb 
ay together. However he did not think the bill would ent! 
y prevent — ; for though that crime ſhould be m 
capital, and puniſhed with death, adultery he maintai 
would ſtill be in faſhion, and cart-loads of women we 
be brought to ſuffer martyrdom. This he roundly aſſer 
for he knew a woman's heart; indeed, the noble Lord on 
that he never did any thing now without firſt conſul eſe 
them. of t 
Sir Alam Sir Adam Ferguſſon ſaid, it was nothing new to pre- p ritt 
Ferguſſen. the adulterer from marrying the adultreſs, that it was a i 
with the Romans, a law at this time almoſt throug en 
Europe, and was of opinion that the bill ought t * 
committed. 
Mr. Fax, Dord Beauchamp was againſt the bill. 
Mr. Fox was againſt it alſo; becauſe it prevented 
adulterer from doing the adultreſs the only juſtice 1 
power, which was to marry her; and he fad chat the tt 
riage act had been the cauſe of ſo many divorces ; f 
having been more ſince that time than before. 
Lord Ongiy, Lord Ongly was againſt the bill, but denied the mar jand | 
act to have been the cauſe of ſo many divorces. 
The French had contributed not a little to t, by th 
troduction of their petit maitres, fidlers and dancing 
ters, who had been allowed to teach our wives and 
to allmandi, and to twiſt and turn them about at their 
ſure. The noble Lord condemned that clauſe of the 


g goes to prevent an adulterous wife from marrying 
on ill one twelvemonth after a divorce, as it could only 
eee her to live for a year in a ſtate of fornication; and 


farther of opinion with another noble Lord [Nugent] 
t the occaſſon of adultery was in the men, and not in 
women, and that the former, if any, were the object of 
uſhment. 

Lord Beauchamp oppoſed the principle of the bill; 


h a queſtion of ſpeculation as of public juſtice ; that the 
had no farther object in view than was intended by every 
rce- bill that ever paſſed, if the legiſlature could have 


party; that ſuch effect having lately been defeated, it was 
me abſolutely neceſſary to put divorces on a better foot- 
or to ſtop them entir * That it never could be, nor 
ht it to be, the intent of the legiſlature in paſſing a divorce 
to benefit the adultereſs, and put her in a better ſituation 
ſhe was in before ſuch bill paſſed. That by marryin 
adulterer ſhe did put herſelf in a better condition, an 
ered herſelf from that diſgrace in which the legiſlature 
| her ; for before ſuch bill paſles ſhe is a divorced woman, 
lultery, by ſentence of the eccleſiaſtical court, deprived of 
ny and unable to marry at all; but the divorce bills in 
reſent mode of paſſing them; enable her to run into the 
of the adulterer, in dehance of the old law of this coun- 
vith her dower at her back; for ſhe was always ſure of 
mion from the legiſlature, and frequently too great a one. 
bewed the idea of permitting the innocent party alone to 
was not new, but founded in the old canon law, and 
deen adopted by our own acts of parliament ; and he 
the canon law to ſhew that a woman was not former! 
ted to marry the adulterer, even after the death of her 
nd, He anſwered many of the objections that had been 
o this bill, and in particular to that of the partiality of 
in puniſhing the woman and not the male offender ; he 
had been the practice of all ages, and almoft all coun- 
jand that of confining the difgrace of incontinence ſo 
to the woman was founded in neceſſity, and not in- 
üble with the true intent of the ſex ; for all penal laws 
the men muſt ultimately depend for their effecacy upon 
men, And as to the latter, if the reproach of incon- 
e was confined to them, the palm of virtue and chaſtity 
hel nbned to them likewiſe. 
u. XI. *ff That 


Lord Baaus 
lr. Meyſey ſupported the bill: he inſiſted this was not fo Mr I, fo 
. 4 


Mr 


d aſked their intentions, which was to diſgrace the offend. 


% 
_——__— —— ddqdñbb— — — 


. — Ceerge ſineſs, was preparing to rite, when Lord George Gordon ro 
uon. 


an actual breach of the fundamental conditions on w 
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That the trial is not upon their ſtrength, and whilſt th 
are protected again force, they would be ready and willing 
their parts to guard themſelves againſt intrigue and ſeductio 
That penalties upon the male offenders in ſuch caſes wou 
be an injury to every virtuous woman in the kingdom, a 
would detrat from her merit; neither would it it be al 
more defirible to the huſband, who would wiſh to owe his 
curity and happineſs to his wife alone, not the forbearance 
men, or penal reſtriftions put vpon that ſex, He conclud 
ſtronaly in favour of the bill, 

The Houſe divided, for the bill 40, againſt it 51. 

| May 5. 
The Houſe having diſpatched a great deal of private 


and made a ſpcech reſpecting the diſpoſition of the people 
Scotland, and deſcribed them as ripe for inſurrection and 
bellion; athrmed that the inhabitants fit to bear arms, af 
Roman Catholics excepted, were ready to reſiſt the po 
of government, and had invited him to be their leader or 
vy counſellor. 

He ſtated the religious conſtitution of Scotland as rt 
dered ſacred againſt any law the Parliament of Great B 
tain mightenact for its alteration. The preſerving it 
from any innovation whatever, unleſs the ſame was de 
by the joint conſent of the provincial ſynods and the peo 
at large in their elective aud corporate capacities, would 
the union of the two kingdoms was entered into and et 
firmed; and that without ſuch a previous conſent of 
people of Scotland, no power on earth was competent 
anterfere, or break into, or defeat, the conditions on wh 
only the union was to take eſfect. 

This was the ground the people of Scotland took; d 
retained certain rights and privileges, which they deen 
inherent and inalienable; ſuch in particular was the 7 
gious eſtabliſhment, and the municipal laws of that coun 
ſecured by the treaty of union. They were an indep 
dent nation when they entered into that treaty, o 
England; they had their laws and their religious cſtabli 
ment, which they deemed facred ; and he was certain 
Scotland would never ſubmit to the arbitrary or oppre 
acts of a Britiſh Parliament. They would prefer deat 
ſhvery, and periſh with arms in their hands, or prevall 
mne conteſt, J 


1 


17709. rr 


His Lordſhip read two motions, but no perſon appearing 
ſecond them, the Speaker refuſing to read them; conſe- 
zntly no queſtion could be put upon them. 

rh, It appearing to this Houſe that the people of 
tland being juſtly and n by the 
rouragement 3 to popery by the King's recommen- 
tion to this Houſe through the Lord North (as it may be 
n in our votes of the 18th of March laſt) of a petition 
m the Popiſh Lords, Linto and the biſhop of Daulis ; as 
o by the repeated aſſurances, both public and private, gi- 
to the papiſts in Scotland by his Majeſty's officers and 
n in authority (which may be ſeen likewiſe in the two 
ferent editions of the memorial diſtributed to the mem- 
of this Houſe by the Lord Biſhop of Daulis juſt before 
r faid petition was preſented) that whatever was granted 
| year to the Engliſh Catholics ſhould this preſent ſeſſion 
Parliament be extended to Scotland; this Houſe - reſolves, 
order to quiet thoſe juſt alarms, that the ſaid popiſh pe- 
on be thrown over the table.“ 

Second, ** That all further proceedings on the ſaid pe- 
on be poſtponed to this day three months.” 

The order of the day was read for the Houſe to reſolve 
kf into a committee of ſupply. 

In this committee Lord North moved, that the Houſe 
n of laſt year ſhould ceaſe after the firſt of July next, and 
leu thereof a tax be laid of ſixpence in the pound on 
| houſes let for five pounds a year and under twenty; 
hepence on houſes from twenty pounds to — ; and one 
lung on all houſes above forty. The reſolutions were 
reed to, and the Houſe being reſumed, they were reported, 
immediately agreed to. 
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CANADA PAPERS, 


Relating principally to the Ebiiyenition Army after Is 
Arrival in the N eighbourhood of . 3 e 
Years 1777 and _ » | 


9 4 * 7 - * 


Dear Sir, Philadelphia, 3 Nov. 177. 
BY Lieutenant Vellaney, who arrived here on the 31ſt of 
October with your diſpatches from Albany, I received with 
infinite concern the particular aecount of your misiortune. 

The loſs of your ſervices with the ſervices of General 
Phillips. in this country, I exceedingly regret, and ſince the 
fortune of war has thrown you both out of that line, I ſhall 
requeſt the Admiral to ſend a frigate for you, and neceſſary 
tanſports for the conveyance of the troops, as ſoon as the 7 
an be got ready and victualled: but. as there is little proſpe 
of light tranſports being able to get round to Boſton at this 
ne ſeàſom of the year, it is thought moſt adviſcable to ſend 
them with the frigate to Rhode Iſland, from whene you 
will be adviſed) of their arrival, and | hope, on the, abaye 
cnfaderation, you will get permiſſion to embark, from New- 
wh or ſome convenient port in the ſound; otherwiſe it will 

ble for the troops to be embarked. before PS 


ren Wirk the moſt perfect reſpeQ, 
I have the honour to be, ks 
Dear Sir, ibn! mh 
' Your/moſt obedient 6 
-; © ind moſt humble 1 8 
lu Gen. . = Wa Howx. 
_- . 2 
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i'r, nge 


fol yen will readily vail in your application. But ſhoul 
9 be Gefafed, | can by no means object to ur keturnirg 
Europe, leaving your troops under the directon of Maj 
General Philkps, with orders for the foreign troops. to, pre 

. ceed from thence to Plymouth, and the "Britiſh: to Po 
mouth in Great Britain, with all convenient difparch aft 
the arrival of the tranſports. And if you ſhould not obta 


pare T fatter myſelf you will obtain permiſſion to emb: 
hy 
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our troops, as the i of the Convention will ny 
ved in the ſmalleſt degree by their embarking at thai 
of Boſton; and under theſe — am beg 


permiffion to go to Rhode Ifland, where you will find a fri pe 


gate to receive you, b ſending a letter to Sir Peter Parke 


commanding his Majefty's ſhips at that place, the frigafiy a 


will be lent round to Boſton. 


Lievt. 


With the moſt perfect reſpect, 4h 
Is have the honour to be, t | ery 
Sa, TEST a cix 
Your moſt obedient, oth 
2 and moſt humble ſervant, role 
Gen. Burgoyne, W. Hows, Wi t 
4 Boſton, | | le tc 
* le 01 
N p ane 
State of Maſlachuſet's Bay. 
Head Quarters, Boſſon, Nov. 8th, 177 


**-MAJOR 
=> being diſpoſed to treat Lieutenant General 3 


— fri& order rand diſcipline among the Britiſh and Foreit 


General Heath commanding the Eaftern depa 


rs with politegeſs and generofity, and the Mob 
h humanity and care, expects the utmoſt attentiq 
af Burgoy hs and his officers to cultivate and « 


troops, "eſpecially in the following 1 which are l arſe 


down as ſtanding orders, viz. by,: 
- it, That if any officer ſhall exceed the limits of his pi C 
role, it being a ſorfeiture of his honour, he is to be immanbr 
tratdy confined within the limits aſſigned for private med ro: 


or if thi General ſhall think proper, on board the 


01 


ha 


(ſhipWad cr 
An officers under the rank of Field Officers are Wt 
to' their Eres, and not to abſent A —_ ni and 
Ain the oveni 

| Tegiftature of this State, in onder to besos 
3 impoſition, have appoi 


cor 
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mmiſſaries to ſupply the officers, and ſoldiers with variqu? 
ns of proviſions brought to Boſton market, which are to i 
id ta them at the ſame prices as were given for them, and 
re has been alſd taken that the officers ſhould be ſupplied 
th liquors at the market price, until they can be procured 

themielves from the town of Newport on the ifland of 
bode Hand; or ſuch other place as may be fixed upon for 
at; purpoſe; no officer or ſoldier is to purchaſe any article 
atever: either by himſelf or others, except of the com- 
ſſaries and grand ſutler, who are appointed as aforeſaid. 
in caſe the Council or General Aſſembly ſhall think 
per to diſcontinue the ſupplying the officers and ſoldiery 
the manner - above-mentioned, or ſhall think. fit. to w. ke 
alterations in the mode of ſupplying them, this aiacle 
de void as far as their order may extend. | acl {ti 
4h, The officers/will carefully avoid diſputes with and 
try kind of infult or abuſe to the inhabitants; ſhould they 
cerve any they are to enter regular complaints, | 
5th, The ſervants belonging to the officers who are on 
role are not to ftroll from their ma er's quarters; they 
y be ſent to the commiſſaries or to the grand ſutler, or 
le to wait on their maſters when they ſhall think proper to 


de out, if 2 ſhall be found otherwiſe, they will be taken 


and confined, 
J. Kirn, D. A. G. 


WE whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, being under 
reſtrictions of the Convention made on the  x6th. c 
Rober laft, between Lieutenant General Burgoine = 
jor General Gates, do promiſe and engage on our wo! 
| honour, and on the faith of gentlemen, to remain in 
quarters afhigned us for our reſidence in Cambridga, 
barles Town, and Medford in the States of Mafſachuſet's 
iy, and at no times to exceed or paſs. the following limits, 
u. Charles Town Neck at Swan's Shop, from thr nee the 
unbride road to the croſſway which communicates with, the 
d road between Mr. Codman's houſe and forty No. g, the 
bd croſſway out to the road; by Mr. Inmag's ne, laid 
ud up by Mr. Dana's houſe, and Captain Stedman's tavern 
und the corner down to Cambridge bridge, the pruge from 
North end of Cambridge cauſeway. hy Mr.,Weiſh's ſhop 
Water Town road to the firſt turn beyond the late 
eutenant- Governor Oliver's boule, from Mill,” 
a 2 houſe 


* 


_ theft hardſhips the more grievouſly as they have reaſon 


* 
* 
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houſe down the Charles Town road on to Cambride Commo 
to the Menotomy road, ſaid road up to Cooper's tavern, fron 
Snow's tavern, the road down by the ſtone magazine, Med 
ford bridge, and Charles Town road by Winter Hill dow 
to the firſt mentioned bounds (the intermediate roads ar um 
within, the parole) during our continuance in this State, « 
until the continental General, commanding this State, Coun 
cil of ſaid State, His Excellency General Waſhington, o 
the Congrels of the United States ſhall order otherwiſe; and 
that we, will not directly nor indirectly give any intelligene 
whatſoevex to the eneinies of the United States, or do or fa 
anygthing in oppoſition to, or in prejudice of, the meaſures and 
proceedings of any Congrels for the ſaid States during ou 
conti nuance here as aforeiaid, or until we are duly exchange( 


or diicharged; and that we will alſo at all times duly obſery 
and obey the rules and regulations already eſtabliſhed for th 


government of the camp. have 
Given under our hands at Cambridge in the State of op 
Maſſachuſet's Bay, this gth day of November, in the yen m 
of our Lord 1777. clain 
: | poſh 
Ame 

SIR, Cambridge, Nov. 10th, 177 

I AM under the neceſſity, and I am perſuaded you wi 

partake my concern of returning to you the parole unſigned 

the Britiſh regiments having unanimouſly inſiſted that t 
Convention is infringed in ſeveral circumſtances, but partiffif fs A 

cularly in the article expreſſing that every officer ſhall | 

uartered according to his rank. I am aware, Sir, of y 

e to remove the field officers as a remedy to thi 
preſent, inconveniencies, and when I had the. honour to il. I : 
ou I apprehended that meaſure might have been of cou the l: 
ferable avail, otherwiſe I ſhould not have troubled you tur 
tranſmit the paper. But ſince I have had occaſion to vii Nate! 
the barracks myſelf, Lam in honour and duty, and fulle{ tat | 
conviction compelled to join my voice with the other officei be re: 
and aſſert that the quarters allotted to them would be he 1 c 
unfit for gentlemen in their ſituation in any part of the worin an 
J have ſeen, many jails preferable, and in the worſt of thei large: 
2 man willing to purchaſe ſpace may generally be indulgqſ uſual, 
ſo far as not to cook, eat, and lie at the rate of fix and eig New < 
perſons in a room about eight feet ſquare. The officers typ 2nd a 


believe there are many inhabitants, within the limits pre 
police 


* 
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b to do. 175 ks 
The ſoldiers apartments are likewiſe much out of repair 
n many parts. There are many other complaints and! cir- 
tum ſtances in the regulations want farther explanation, that 
will not trouble you with, Sir, becauſe. it is my hope and 
tlief, if reaſonable men take them into conſideration, they 
nll be eaſily redreſſed; but that the article regarding quar- 
ers hall be properly fulfilled before any parole is ſigned, is 
zſentiment which no individual will depart from. In regard 
w myſelf, Sir, and General Phillips, f ſhall ſay little; our 
treatment is new to us, though we are not ſtrangers to what 
iis to be in the bands of our enemies. pert! 
We are fully convinced, Sir, we ſhould have no cauſe of 


o 


bodies in which the great authorities of your tate are veſted, 
have not means or inclinations to inforce, nor the people 
boſpitality and civilization voluntarily to grant compliance 
in matters of public faith, we have only to proteſt and to 
daim a removal to ſome other diſtrit, not imagining it 
poſhble that the ſame ideas ſhould ſubſiſt in two parts of 
America, | 
I have the honour to be, 
with great perſonal reſpect, 

and ſenſe of your attention, 

SIR, &c, F346 
fo Major Gen, Heath, J. B. 


SIR, Head Duarters, Boſton, Nov, 11th, 177. 
I HAD the honour to receive yours of yeſterday's date 
ache laſt evening was not a little ſurprized to find the parole 
i cturned unſigned, as I thought every objection had been ob- 
ri ated on Saturday, and your Excellency had aſſured me 
le that if the parole was ſent up on Sunday morning it ſhould 
en de returned figned in the afternoon, | 
el I can by no means admit that the Convention is infringed 
in any inftance, Neceffity has compelled me to quarter a 
hen larger number of captains and ſubalterns in a room than 
loa uſual, but this was by no means to remain. The procuring 
ig de quarters for the field officers would make room for others; 
e 2nd as I aſſured your Excellency no care or attention, ſhould 


ot wanting in me to make the fituation of the officers as ' 


pre caſy 


weds willing to recetve them as Iodgers were they at liberty - 


complaint wei- the power to redreſs us in you; but if the 
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and agreeable as cirenmſtances would admit of, I have 
been endeavouring to effect it, and hope I thai ſucceed, 
to the quarters allotted to the. officcrs being tuch ag 
would not be held fic for gentlemen in their ſituation in any 
part of the world; and although your Excellency may have 
ſcew jails preferable, yet I can aſſure you that the ame qua- 
ters were built for, allotted to, and occupied by, our own 
officers of the ſame rank for their winter quarters, and tu 
were eaſy and contented in them. | 


The officers boarding promiſcuouſly in families, where. 


they can prevail upon the-inhabitants to take them in, will 
be.eftabliſhing that jntercourſe which it is the with oi the le- 
giflature as much as poſſible to avoid. ; | 

As to complaints of grievances couched in regulations, J 
know not of any, the regulatio!'s were intended for wn od 
of the inhabitants and foldiery, and for eſtalliſhing tha! order 
and regularity jo eſſentially neceſſary under crroumitaiggs 

te preient. 

That the article regarding the offi: ers quari«rs ſhall he 
properſy fulfilled is my determination, and that as bon as 
poſſible, but that they ſhall nor cake the liberty of tuc lunes 
of a parole before they have ſigned it, is a re olut on that [ 
will not depart from, and I expect that they govern them- 
ſelves according!y. 


I am exceedingly unhappy that your Exceilency and Ge- 


nera} Phillips have not as vet ſuch quarters as | fancerely 
— or you defire; no endeavours of mine ſhall be wantin 
to effect it, and I can aſſure you it is the deſire of the 


-F-muft-defire your Excellency to move into one of the 
beſt houſes that have been taken up, viz. Mrs.. V atfall's or 
Mr: Inman's. It will be much more comfortable to youriſelf 


and agreeable to others, than being in a public hou'e, and 
ſuch removal ſhall not in the leaft abate our cndeavours ts 

procure you better quarters. ; 

755 J have the honour tc be, | 

= NV. For with great periona! reſpect, 

n, n Your Excellency's _ 
moſt obedient ſervant, | 
Hi: Excellenty | : |; W. HEAT. 
Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne. - © $A 
25 L 
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I HAVE che honour of - your letter of this day's date, 
wd have only to return in anſwer; that till the infriage - 
nens of the Convention are redreſſed, in regard te the 
quartering ot officers: particularly, I, cannot conſiſtont with 
my4uty or principles, accept porſonally of any other g- 


— will of your -governinent to make them Worſe, 
perſuade myielf I ſhall continue to perievere as becomes 
d „ n on -o: v bolt Or ay Lil 

„I! bave the honour to be, &. 
„Von. 11% 1777/7 . J. B. 
Major General Heath, en 


[ 
4. 


Copy of Lieutenant Gimeral Barg Letter to Major General 
1. eib Heath. 22 


NO alteration having yet been made reſpecting the ac- 
ανν 90—ð lation of the troops, you will not he ſurpriſed at the 
nereaſe of my anxiety, and [ am perſuaded you will readily 
&cuſe the trouble it vecathons you. | 

The time elapied muſt have been fufficient to determine 
what the government, civil and military, is able or diſpoſed 
0 do, and | requeſt from you, Sir, as4peedy à communica- 
ton as may be of their final deciſion. ü 


the officers ate ready to fign the parole propoſed, as ſoon as 
the terms neceſſarily previous to that obligation are fulfilled, 


lances of the regulations. I am couſident the latter are of a 
ture that will admit of no difficulty when laid before you. 


S S595 


intention of aot teparating my lot from that of the army, 
ſhould not trouble you with any word at prefent upon the 
ſubje&t of quarters, were it not that the arrival of my. bag- 
Nee and that of Major General Phillips, and the preſent 
mation of it upon Cambridge Common, expoſe any men 
leſtined to the care of it, to great hardſhips in point of 
weather, and without a guard I ſuppoſe the ſecurity. of our 
property would be ſmall. The houſes you mentioned yeſter- 
Gy are ſo exceedingly inconvenient; the one in point of 
Haven the other in being deficient: in gyery article of fur- 
ruture, 


s N N, e ett t eine 91239) 414 3 4nd, nei 


o modations than ſoch as 1 am now ſubjected to; ſhoulch ĩt 


| Way 
SIR, Nov. 12th, 1777. 


On the part of the troops, I have to inform you, that 
and that proper explanation is given relative to ſome cixcum- 


Having intimated to you in my letter of yeſterday, my 
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nĩture, that to occupy either would make my condition wo 
Wan it is. The hoaſe of Mr. Temple would certainly ſy; 

me excecdingly well, and ſhould the great eſſential matte 
of public faith. again take ſuch a turn as might juſtify n 
a favour, — certainly hold wy ſelf oo 


rern es to Praun . that parti 


That nithing may dae e by me to accommodgat 
— matters in agitation, I will deſire Major Gene 
Phillips to attend you to-morrow morning, if you appro 
| of it, in order to difcuſs and -regulate every point upo 
which difficulties have already ari — ar 9 n. the 

| may be foreſeen. f 


I have the honour to be, 
— lc if 
| . wi IA. per onal re pect, 
Vour moſt obedient 3 
| ee Heath, J. Busxcovns, Ml + « 
N Head Dyarters Bel, Nov. 14th, 17h; 
©  - PERMIT the * to proceed f 7 


uy the eaſtern parts of this hs, and return with 2 l 

ef wood for the uſe of the troops of Lieutenant Ger 
Burgoyae $ — 

| 1 do hereby certify that if the or w 

Is detained the faid treops only will he ſufferers. . 

Dorthe Commanders of the Brit'/h W. Harn, M. e 


ol cynizing” on the Coaft ef 
afſachuſet's Bay, 


Lieutenant General Burgoyne concurs in the above p 
Majo r General Heath having engaged his faith that it » 
not de employed for anv other purpole than that {| — 
"NY Cambridge,)Nov. 145 1777. J. 2 


75 
9 +. 4 


. 81 R, Council Chamber, Nov. ho + un 

MIR. Austin and myſelf were to lay the ine loled p 
2 _* before you laſt evening, but the other important but 
e it ot of my mind The beard: ai. the kn 


4 


1 
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drin to lay the matter before General Burgoyne, and if he 
lui furniſh them with cloathing, perhaps a blanket, or a 


bone Baum's party; if any thing can be done, pleaſe to 
form the Board by one of your aid- de- camps, or any other 
y more agreeable to your honour, TT 
Nast 10 1 am, 
S I R, 
very reſpeAtfully, 
Your humble ſervant, Nn 
R. DERABV, jun. 


To the Commiſſary of Priſoners. 


SINCE we had the pleafure of ſeeing you, we have flat- 
red ourſelves that your promiſe would have been effected, 
bat is to fay, that we ſhould be relieved from this ſhip to be 
ktter, but we ſee with anxiety that nothing is done—for 
ich reaſon we have now the honour to acquaint you, that 
fituation is too diſagreeable to continue long, the far- 
we go the worſe we are; being reduced to lay one 
the other, the vermin devouring us, without addin 
more of the miſeries of men, all of which we have. 
Make us all the propoſition, or any you pleaſe, to obtain 
br releaſement we will conſent to any thing, | 
We beg you will pay a little attention to our requeſt, and 
theve us, - | wit MH 
S IR, 


Your moſt humble 
and obedient ſervants, | 
The CANADIANS. 


? 8 IL R, N ett. 
SEVERAL days are now paſt ſince we have been in- 
ormed of your arrival. Judge of the joy of all the poor 
MiCuadians, who as well as ourſelves are flattered you have 
eined them leave to return to our homes: you can't 
" Wnuagine in what a diſagreeable ſituation we are in, no men 
earth were ever worſe; 3 are devoured with r 
| an 


We more may anſwer, the Council will diſcharge them 
parole, and ſuffer them to return to Quebec: they are all 
kinailians and in number about. thirty-five, were taken with 


* 5 
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and three parts in a manner naked; we are perſuaded if thoſe im 
gentlemen (meaning the Council) ſaw our diſtreſs, they?! 
certainly would feel for us. We are convinced you will 
do every thing in your power to obtain our removal from 
this (hip, for we give you our honours that mare than half 
will never live to ſee ſpring if they are not removed. 

Is it poffible thoſe gentlemen do not feel for ſo many 
poor fathers of families, who beg and pray them to have 
compaſhon on them. We requeſt you to intercft yourſelf in 
our hehalf; endeavour to obtain our relcaſement; come anc 
ſee us in the miſerable fituation we are in; we place great 


confidence in you as well as in Mr, Mc<Carty, to whom well 7 
have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 

CLEANCOUR, l 

Our retpeAs to your Ladies, BLEURY. . 
3 | ts 
TY Mr. Price, | Kin 
422035 3:3 4 N | the 
01 41 ſem 
81 3 | Cambrider, Naw, 18th, 1777 > 


THE /inclement ſeaſon advancing faſt, and the cold th vle, 
ſoldiers endure by the expoſure and conſtruction of the bar ett 
racks being already extreme, it becomes an object of teur 
greateſt concern with me to provide for their relief, chaſe 
therefore requeſt you, Sir, and I am perſuaded your diſpo on 
ftion will -intereft'you in my application, to order enquir I 
to be made in what quaatity, and at what price, blanketing i curre 
or warm mittens, or cloth proper to make ſoldiers leggings Rn! 


can be purchaſed at Boſton. carry 
From what I have becn able to gather in converſation, 

apprehend much expectation cannot be placed upon any © 

theſe ſupplies in Boſton at preſent z I therefore, as the nex 

reſource deſire- your protection to forward the letter incloſef Majo 


to General Pigot at Rhode Ililand by expreis, and to gra 
ſuch paſſports as may ſecure the expeditious conveyan 
of ſach materials as can be furniſhed there at the preſent, 


be af.erwards tran{ported thither from New Vork Hy 
I confide, Sir, to your honour not to make public un date, 
neceſſarily what I have written · to: General Pigot concerninfſÞ at! 
- the fate of the army and myſelf; at the fame time, if thei net) 
is a ſentenee or a word that upon peruſal you ſhall thin F Se\ 
ns enn WIGS 1953 2 497 25» ; a ays; 


improp 
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improper to let paſs, I will change or efface it. My only 
views are to remove miſrepreſentations that may effect my 
reput.tion, and to ſecure a ſafe conveyance for my letter. 
| requeſt the meſſage may be of your own ordering, and 1 
will reacily pay the expence that may beſt inſure his quick 
return. 

J ſhall have to beg the ſame ſort of favour of you in 
a few days, to paſs an open letter to Sir William Howe. 

I have the honour to be, 


SI. 
Your obedient ſervant, 
To AV. G. Heath. J. Bux coNE. 
SIR, Cambridge, Nov. 18th, 1777. 


Il HAVE the honour of yours with papers incloſed from 
the Council, _ about thirty-{ive Canadian priſoners. 
[tis with great pain | learn that any of the ſubjects of the 
King, taken as [| underſtand in arms, ſhould be expoſed to 
the treatment they repreſent, which the Council do not 
ſem to contradict. | 

The Board being now diſpoſed to diſcharge them "on pa- 
role, I ſhould be happy to contribute any thing in my power 
to their further comfort; and if blankets or any other ſe- 
curities againſt the inclemency of the ſeaſon could be pur- 
cheſed in Boſton at a price within reaſon, I ſhould certainly 
confider theſe poor men among the reſt of the army. 

I tranſmit to you, Sir, in a ſeparate letter, what has oc- 
curred to me relative to ſupplying the ſoldiers with indit- 
penſable neceſſaries, and I doubt not of your concurrence for 
carry ing any plan of humanity into ſpeedy effect. 


am, 
8 IX., 
/ Your obedient ſervant, 
Major Gen, Heath. J. BuxGovyNE. 
SIR, Cambridze, Nov. 18th, 1777. 


HAVING already troubled you with two letters of this 
date, I ſhould nor intrude farther upon your time, were it not 
that I think the occaſion particular, both in point of pro- 
pnety and of juſtice. 

Several Britiſh ſoldiers have abſconded within theſe few 
days; letters have been * from ſome, ſetting forth, 
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that they had no intention to deſert, but that they had been Mbldi 
induced to ſeek ſhelter in the country, from the great hard- 
ſhips they endured by the ſcarcity of wood, and the incon- 
venience of the barracks : others have made known to their 
officers that they were decoyed away, made drunk, and af. 
terwards engaged in your ſervice, when not maſters of their 
reaſon. To confirm this aſſertion, it is reported to me that 


a houſe of reception is opened at the foot of the Barra, Nov 
Hill, where liquor is diſtributed gratis to the ſoldiery, ande 
where deſerters from us, of leſs penitent ſpirit than thoſe in 
above deſcribed, are hourly appearing in new regimentals of Conę 
your fervice, offering promiſes and money to inveigle thei A 
former comrades, and in the groſſeſt manner inſulting theidWand 1 
former officers. | ray 

Lam perſuaded, Sir, you will be concerned to hear the Con- 


firſt excuſe ſtated for the abſconding of ſoldiers; but it i Hef pi 
upon the latter grievance I mean to make my particulaWrequ: 
complaint, and 1 am confident I need only mention it tqfWafſur, 
induce you to give you ſuch orders as may moſt effectualhi vord 
diſcountenance what is paſt, and prevent any future attempt 
of ſo unfair a kind. In the mean time I ſhall endeavour tc 
make proper examples of ſuch oftenders of our own as hay 


been detected. To 

J have the honour to be, 

SIR, 

ä Your obedient ſervant, 
Major Gen, Heath. J. Buxcovnt. MW V. 
. ceive 
, | my a 
+ GENERAL ORDERS. Bl; 
* your 


PEE Head Quarters, Boſion, Nov. 20. 1777. plan 
IN confequence of cxpreſs orders from the honuuradl may 
Continental Congreſs, received on yeſterday, the name an hum: 
rank of every commiſſioned officer, and the name, to ed at 
mer place of abode, and occupation, ſize, age and deſcriptiq; the ri 
of every non-commiſſioned officer and private ſoldier, and aff ther « 

''-other perſons/'comprehended in the Convention made bete quart 
- Fjentetrant General Burgoyne and Major General Gates, oF arriv: 
the 16th day of October, 1977, are to — ar} taken dow ſhall 
in writing. Lieutenant General-Burgoy ne will pleaſe 1 Ye 


mediately to order his Deputy Adjutant General to prep meſſe 
+ theliftsaccordivgly ;/and Major Andrew Brown is diretY your 
ctoceceive liſts, and to pals the non- commiiſioned officers uy. 


ſoldier 
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vldiers, ſtrictly obſerving that the deſcriptions are rightly 
zoted, and correct them where there are any miſtakes, 
This buſineſs is immediately to be attended to. 


SIR, Cambridge, Now. 20, 1777. 

I HAVE received a paper, dated Head Quarters, Boſton, 
Nov. 20th, purporting to be founded upon expreſs orders from 
he honourable Continental Congreſs, which paper I return 
u inadmiſſible, becauſe extending to matter in which the 
Congreſs have no right of interference. 

A liſt of the names and rank of every commiſſion officer, 
and the numbers of the non- commiſſion officers and ſoldiers 
nay be neceſſary to you, Sir, for the purpoſe of fulfilling the 
Convention in the quartering officers, and the regular delivery 
of proviſions, fuel, &c. Such liſts ſhall be prepared at your 
requeſt 3 but before any other liſts can be granted, [melt ho 
affured of the purpoſes for which they are intended, and the 
word Order muſt neither be mentioned nor implied, 

I have the honour to be, 


SIR, 
Your obedient ſeryant, 
To Major General Heath. J. B. 
SIR, Head Duarters, Boſton, Nov. 21, 1777. 


YOUR ſeveral letters of the 18th inftant were duly re- 
ceived, A multiplicity of prefting avocations has prevented 
my anſwering of them ſooner. 

Blanketing or other articles neceſſary for the comfort of 
your troops cannot be obtained in Boſton ; and I think your 
plan of procuring them from Rhode-Iſland eligible, You 
may depend upon my aſſiſtance in facilitating any acts of 
humanity, It will be beſt that the cloathing ſhould be land- 
ed at Providence, Swanſey, or Taunton (unleſs you would rug 
the riſk of tranſporting of them to this place by water) to ei- 
ther of which places I will give free paſſports, and one of your 
quarter-maſters ſhall have my permiſſion to go up upon their 
arrival, to procure teams and fee them ſafe down, in which he 
ſhall have the aſſiſtance of one of my conductors. 

Your packet to General Pigot ſhall be ſent by a faithful 
meſſenger, perhaps by one of my own family ; and although 
your narrative ot caſualties is rather more particular than is 

| cuftomary 
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who, while performing hard duty, have worſe barracks, an 


- Linuance in this ſtate, 
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cuſtomary, in like cafes, yet I ſhall not inſiſt upon any alte 
rations, | 

In another of your letters of the ſame date, you enumetatt 
ſeveral allegations new and ſurpriſing to me. I have repe; 
tedly and moſt ſtrictly, in general orders, forbid the ſoldier 
of the Convention paſſing the chain of ſentries; and to preven 
impoſition, by pretence of being officers, ſervants, have or 
dered printed paſſes to be given to thoſe who are really ſuch 
and if any others paſs, it is a breach of orders, which 1 expc 
your officers as well as the guards and centinels will exer 
themſelves to prevent, I cannot admit that the ſcarcity o 
wood, or inconvemence of the barracks, has been the induce 
meat to deſertion; for although (notwithſtanding our utmo 
exertion) the troops might ſuffer for want of fucl, yet the 
have fince a ſupply equal to that allowed our own troops 


are more expoſed to the inclemency of the ſcaſon. I have 
ſtrictly forbid intercourſe or converſation between the troops 
and inſtead of their having liquor offered them gratis, I ſeve 
ral days fince directed that ſmall parties ſhould viſit the pu 
blic houſes, and take up and confine ſuch ſoldiers as the) 
might find in them. As to their inliſting into our tervice, 
is directly contrary to an expreſs order of Congreſs, and du 
ring my command here, | have ſtrictly enjoined on the re 
cruiting officers not to inliſt priſoners or deſerters from tht 
Britiſh army, who have deſerted during this campaign, an 
have obliged them to releaſe many. After all, you willxca 
dily admit that deſertions will happen in all armies, andi 


will be no wonder if they ſhould be confiderable from ont plar! 
circurnſtanced like yours; and while I am determined to dif: 


countenance and prevent, as much as poſſible, all unfair prac 1 

tices, and you endeavour to make proper examples of any of 47 

your own ſoldiers who may be detected, I muſt deſire yo ö 
will pleaſe to avoid any capital puniſhments during your con * 


Your other letter, reſpecting the Canadians, I have ſent tc 
council, from whom I received the papers I tranſmitted yo 
reſpeCting them. N 
7 1 am, 

with ſentiments of eſteem, 

Your Excellency's obedient ſervant, 
His Excellency | W. HEATH, M. G. 
General Bur goyne. | 
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ER Head Quarters, Boſton, Nov. 21, 1177. 
YOURS of yeſterday is before me, and altho' you might 
t firſt imagine that the honourable Continental Congreſs 
we no right of 1nterference in matters of the Convention, 
et J conclude, upon further reflection, you muſt be convinced 
hat as that body are the repreſentatives of that people who - 
ve to reap the advantages or diſadvantages of the GC i 
ad as all continental officers are acting by virtue of their au- 
jority, and under their direction, they aſſuredly have a right 
f interference, and to give ſuch orders to their officers as they 
ny think proper, for the full completion of the Convention, 
ud for the wy and good of the people. 

The paragraph of my orders of the 20th inſtant, reſpecting 
he troops of the Convention, is founded in reafon and juſtice, 
king deſigned only to aſcertain the officers and ſoldiers who 
re comprehended in the Convention, that in caſe any of 
hem (contrary to their faith and honour) ſhould hereafter be 
bund in arms againſt theſe States in North America, — 
he preſent conteſt, they may be convicted of the offence 
uffer the puniſhment in ſuch caſes inflited by the law of na- 
ions: I muſt therefore inſiſt that you furniſh me with pro- 
xr lifts of names and deſcriptions, for the purpoſes before- 
nentioned, as ſoon as may be. | 
The other liſts of the names and rank of the commiſſi 
fficers, and the number of non- commiſſion officers and ſol- 
lers, ſo eſſentially neceſſary for the ſeveral purpoſes of re- 
wlarity with quarter-maſters and commiſſaries (and which 
hould. be frequently renewed as circumſtances may vary) 
hould long ere this have been exhibited. Some days fince 
directed my Deputy Adjutant General to call for them, 
nd I expeCt they will be fent in without delay, for the pur- 
tle abovementioned, et Male Pra 
I ſhall at all times endeavour to found my orders on the 
e rinciples of honour, reaſon and juſtice, and not to infrin 
boſe delicate principles in others; but my orders for the pur- 
poſes of order and regularity muſt be obeyed by every man 
ad all bodies of men placed under my direction, and fully 
letermined I am that offenders ſhall not paſs with impunity. 


1 am, | i 
with great perſonal regard, 
Your Excellency's | 
moſt obedient ſervant 
Lieut, Gen. Burgoyne, W. HEATRH, M. G. 


SIR, 
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SIR, | Cambridge, Nov. 23, 1177. Ki 
YOUR letter, dated Boſton, Nov. 21ft, renewing the ſub- (er 
jeQof a former letter which reſpected orders from the Conti- nd 
nental Congreſs for furniſhing deſcriptive. liſts of the non. WM” 
commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers, came to my hand only on 
the-23d. 


I rely upon you to enquire into the cauſes of delay in the [ 
delivery of letters, that ſhould there be any want of punctua- Ir 
liey in the anſwers, that inattention may not be imputed to = 
me. 

I am ſorry you ſhould have ſuppoſed me of ſo light a cha- 
rafter as to have aQed in a ſerious matter of ſtate upon a 7 
ſudden impreſſion; be aſſured, I very well weighed my an- 
ſwer before I gave it; and having done ſo, you will not be 
ſurpriſed that I am determined to abide by it. 

I am not ſo ignorant of the rights and cuſtoms of the civi- 8 
lized world as to diſpute that the legiſlative powers of every tſp 
community have, and ought to have, juſt controul over the for 
aſtions of all perſons found in the limits of their juriſdiction, be 
as far as regards the obſervance of their general promulgated N 
laws in criminal or civil police. But this acknowledgment {MY 
does not at all apply to the caſe in queſtion, where the Con- 
greſs, as the executive power of the ſtate, think proper to iſ- * 

ſue an order to perſons, not their ſubjects, in a matter no way 2? 
relating to the civil government of the country, but aſſuming i 
. right to impoſe new conditions on a _ of public faith. fore 
Perhaps, Sir, you will not find, in the whole hiſtory of mi- - 


litary conventions or even capitulations, many inſtance A 
wherein there is not an article binding upon one of the partie e 
not to ſerve for a limited time; but I defy you to find a / 
inſtance where any other ſecurity was demanded for tha 
obligation than the pledge of national faith. 

- cannot therefore but look upon the reaſons you give fo 
demanding deſcriptive liſts, viz. © to aſcertain the officers and 
ſoldiers in caſe they ſhould hereafter take arms contra 
to their faith and honour,” as an unprecedented inſult upo 

ny: country. 4 
If you wiſh to deſcend from general biſtory to particular anc 
recent facts upon this ſubject, I beg leave to call your recol 
lection to the conduct. of Sir Guy Carleton and myſelf (for 


he did me the honour to conſult me) when laſt year we re v4 

leaſed from Canada many hundred priſoners of the Continen gi v 

tal troops, upon their bare parole of not ſerving * the 
> 3 10 
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King till exchanged. We have ſince had no other depen- 
b. ence than that of public faith, that thoſe men have not been 
i. Nadiſeriminately employed in arms. We have reſted eaſy 

under this —_— it is true, becauſe we ſuppoſe every 
n fcer in the Continental army would be ready to puniſh the 

offenders; as we ſhould be in the like caſe, | 
he have been drawn unawares into a long explanation; but 
| truſt it will have effect to prevent any farther trouble upon 
this ſubject either to you, or to, 


» SIR, 

1 Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
ra Mai. Gen. Heath, J. B. 

ns 

"18, Cambridge, Nov. 24, 1777. 


SINCE I ſaw your officer this morning, I have received a 
diſpatch from Sir William Howe, informing me that tran- 
ports were preparing with all poſſible expedition, to convey 
the troops under the convention to England, 

Matter ariſes, in regard to the embarkation, which I con- 
teive it may be the intereſt of both parties to adjuſt ſo as to 
prevent delays; and as it may become neceſſary to have com- 
munication with General Waſhington, or poſhbly with the 
Continental Congreſs, I beg the favour of an interview with 
jou as ſoon as may be, when I thall lay the whole matter be- 
fore you. \ - | 

It 1s an additional reaſon to defire to ſee you in perſon, that 
[ ſhall think the fame occaſion may ſerve to diſcuſs, and I 
dope cordially and finally to ſettle, ſeveral matters at preſent 
n agitation between us, ſome of which certainly want expla- 
tation alone. Ko 

If you will name any hour to-morrow, I will have the ho- 
tour to wait upon you either at Boſton or at Cambridge, and 
[conclude you will not object to my bringing Major . 
Phillips with me, 1 am, | 


SIR, 
. Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
Maj. Gen. Heath, J. BuRGOYNE, 
SIR Cambridge, Nov. 25. 177). 


YOUR Excellency will have obſerved by the diſpatch from 
dir William Howe to me, which paſſed through you hands, 


= hat it was matter of great doubt whether the traniports de- 
| c ſtined 


Nl ro THE 
ſtined to carry the troops to England, according to the con 


vention, would be able to make the port of Boiton in this ad x 
vanced ſeaſon of the year; and therefore, that it might þ FR 
adviſable to ſend them to Rhode Itfland, upon the ſuppoiitioni, 1 
that a mere change of place, which made no alteration in th, , 
intent and meaning of the convention, would be readilyy,.. 
agreed to. "0" vill 
That no time may be loſt in an embarkation which I con * 
ceive will be equally deſirable to the troops and to this coun... 
try in point of conveniency, I take the carlieſt occaſion to 2»... 
ply to your Excellency, or through your means, it you dg fy 
neceſſary, to the Continental Congreſs, for content to me;Wff;, © 
the troops to Providence, or ſuch other place as may ic comM, cc. 
modious to paſs them by ſmall craft to Newport, ISG ok, 
to take place whenever advice {hall be rece:ved of the artis, 1 
of the tranſports.— Should any objection ba againtt node, t 
Iſland, any convenient port in the ound would equally augen 
ſwer the purpoſe. wy 
Should any confiderations ariſe, which J do not foreſce, ; 
make the whole propoſal objectionable to youriclf or the Con 
greſs, and the troops ſhould be obliged to wait the paſſage e Maj, 


the tranſports round Cape Cod; I iu that caſe requeſt pa 
ports for myſelf and my ſuite to Rhode-Iſland, in ordert 
<mbark on board a ſeparate frigate : not only matters of grea | 
private concern in buſineſs, but alſo my ſtate of health, rf px 
quirivg my ſpeedy return to England. al P 

I have no ſcruple, Sir, in aſking this favour at your hand; | 


nor ſhall I have any in acknowledging it, confident that no dut Gen 
is impaired by an intercourſe of perſonal civilities in matteſ gta: 
where the public cauſe cannot potiibly be committed or af ranſj 


feed. : racti 
* The packet directed to Sir William Howe, incloſed her T. 
with, contains recommendations in which the prefermente 
many meritorious individuals is deeply intereſted, I am pe 
ſuaded, Sir, that deſcription will be a full apology for troqſ nd et 


bling you to paſs it by a trumpet. have the honour to be fe... o 
N „ em! 
Vour moſt obedient ng or 

His Excellency and moſt humble ſervant, Nuce 1 
Cen, Waſhington, c. Oc. J. BURGOYNE, Lt, Gen. Ind fo 


5 ame r 
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SIR, Cambridge, Dec. 4. 

HAVING received information that Cornet Grant of the 
16th regiment of dragoons is priſoner on board a guardſhip, 
ad very ſeverely treated; I beg leave, through your means, 
tw make cnquiry into the cauſe, and alſo to repreſent to you, 
dat he was exchanged by Major General Gates, and that you 
vill find his name in the liſt tranſmitted to you from that ge- 
jeral, I have therefore to require his immediate releaſe, I 
uke the ſame occaſion to requeſt a liſt of all officers and ſol- 
tiers now priſoners of war in the ſtate of Maſſachuſet's, ſpe- 
tify ing the times when and the places where they were taken, 
n order that I may be enabled to * relief in money and 
recet{aries to ſuch as may have occaſion, and I ſhould be glad 
o know the propereſt method of diſtributing ſuch relief, 

I am aware, & that yours may not be the proper channel 
for this application; but in a matter of humanity I am con- 
fdent you will not think it a trouble to give it due direction 
ad ſupport, I am, 

SIR, 
Your moſt obedicnt ſeryant, 
Maj. Gen, Heath, J. B. 


SIR, 

BY an expreſs received this morning from Major Gene- 
al Pigot, forwarded by order of Major General Spencer, I 
in informed that tranſports are arrived at Rhode-Iſland, ſuf- 
ficient to convey the troops under the Convention to Great 
britain, The ſeaſon of the year makes the paſſage of the 
tranſports to the port of Boſton very hazardous, if not im- 
macticable. 

il The letter and ſpirit of the treaty being expreſs upon the 
u purpoſe of a free and ſpeedy paſſage to Great Britain, I con- 
P"Wctive no objection can ariſe to my application for paſſports 

and eſcort to march the troops to . — and for admiſ- 
be ion of ſuch ſmall craft there as may be neceſſary to convey 

em immediately on board their me Br Fu ſhips without go- 
Ing on ſhore in Rhode Iſland, the expences for the convey- 
» Face of baggage and other articles incident upon the march 
elend for the embarkation, to be paid by the troops under the 
lame regulations as upon the march from Albany. 

Beſides the general propriety of this meaſure, reſpecting the 
oops, muſt be, I am perſuaded, particularly acceptable to = 

E2 W 


] 1 


| 
| 
| 
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who act on the part of America, as it relieves the country 


from the preſent trouble and burthen of ſupply, accommoda- WIC 
tion, and all other difficulties. I addreſs myſeif to you, Sir, ML 
to accompliſh theſe purpoſes, as ſuppoſing that all matters re. Wn 
ſpecting the execution of the treaty, and determinable at Bo-Wpr 
fton, are now under your direction. th 
I requeſt the favour of an anfwer as ſoon as convenient, v 
and am, &c, &c. | yo 
Maj. Gen. Heath. | J. B. e. 
| lea 
ch 
SIR, Head. Quarters, Bofton, Dec. 10, 1777, 
I RECEIVED your favour of yeſterday's date the la 
evening, in which you requeſt paſſports and an eſcort to march 
the troops of the Convention to Providence. 
Although Congreſs have honoured me with the command 
of the eaſtern department, yet I ſhould not venture ſo great! 
to alter the place of embarkation as is propoſed, without the dr 
knowledge or direction of that honourable body: and his Ex-. 
cellency, General Waſhington, having not long ſince been plea-Mf 6c! 
ſed to Lait as much to me, as his opinion, viz. that Congreſs rec 
only had the right of altering the place; this, I believe, was alſo 
your opinion, when you deſired me to forward your diſpatch rep 
to General Waſhington, that, if it appeared n-ceſſary to him, MW per 


he might obtain the opinion of Congreſs; that difpatch [ 
forwarded, agreeable to your requeſt, by 2 faithful hand; Io 
hope ſoon to have an anſwer, which without delay ſhall be jo. 
communicated to you; my own conjectures, however, are, to 
that objections will be made to the troops marching to tie | 
fouthward, and I mention it, that you may endeavour to have ſuc 
the tranſports ordered round, if you ſhould think proper] def 
Every exertion in my power ſhall be afforded to you; but inf 
cannot, in any in{tance, deviate from the Convention, with fert 


out the permiſſion of Congreſs. | unc 

Your other letters have not paffed ſo long unanſwered ſorfff ord 
want of attention; all the priſoners of war are under the dil 1 
rection of council, and after | receive your letters I am obliged tior 


to addreſs them on the ſubjects which you requeſt, and ſomeFf ing 
times ſeveral days elapſe before I can obtain their anſwer you 
This trouble, however, Sir, gives me pleaſure, if I ca Jou 
thereby obviate the neceſſities of the officers or ſoldiery, and 
would not have it in the leaſt leſſen your applications to me 

but you will not attribute the proctaſtination of the anſwer} ! 
to me. . 


Congre 
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try Congreſs having paſſed ſome reſolves reſpecting Colonel 
zda- Campbell and ſome Heſſian officers, in reference to General 
Sir, MW Lee, | am informed that he cannot be exchanged until that 
re- W matter is ſettled. Council have ordered their commiſſary of 
Bo-Wporiſoners to make me out a liſt of all officers and ſoldiers in 

this ſtate who are priſoners of war, and the time when and 
ent, ¶ where taken; when I receive it, it ſhall be communicated to 

you ; they alſo inform me, that, upon having the proper 
B. Neridence of the exchange of Cornet Grant, he ſhall be re- 

leaſed, I requeſt you to ſend me down a copy of the ex- 


change. Jam, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
Lieut. Gen, Burgoyne. W. Hearn, M. G. 
SIR, Cambridge, Dec. 12, 1777. 


I DID myſelf the pleaſure to write to you by the officer of 
dragoons who left this place for Albany about three weeks 
go, and I ſent you, by the ſame occaſion, the correct liſt you 
defired of the troops of the Convention, which I hope you 
received ſafe, 

The ſurgeon, who has the charge of the hoſpital at Albany, 
reports to me that your commiſſary refuſes to receive the pa- 
per currency of the country, and inſiſts upon hard money for 
all the expenditure, A proceeding fo directly againſt your 
own laws, will, 1 am perſuaded, be ſtrongly reprehended by 
you, and | have directed the ſurgeon to make repreſentations 
to you for redreſs, 

1 equally rely, Sir, upon your juſtice, to diſcountenance 
ſuch perſons as inveigle diſcharged men from the hoſpital to 
deſert, I am ſure you will think it an unfair dealing, in any 
mſtances ; but when it is farther employed to enliſt the de- 
ſerters into the continental troops, it becomes a breach, as I 
underſtand, of a reſolution of the Congreſs, enforced by the 
orders of General Waſhington, 

cannot pretend to ſay, whether the delay of my embarka- 
tion may be long enough to give me an opportunity of receiv- 
ing any anſwer to this, or of writing to you again. I beg 
you to believe me, at all times, and in all places, mindful of 
ca your perſonal civilities, and am, 


and | SIR, 

me Your molt obedient ſervant, 

ſwer Maj. Gen, Gates. (Signed) J. BURGOYNE. 
wore 


SIR, 
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SIR, Head Quarters, Boſton, Dec. 16, 1777. 
YESTERDAY I received, by expreſs, a reſolution of the 
honourable Continental Congrels, paſſed the firſt of this in- 
ſtant directing that when the troops of the Convention em- 
bark, it be at the port ſtipulated by the Convention of Sara- 
toga, and no other, I thought it might be agreeable to you 
to have the earlieſt notice of it. 


I am 
| Your Excellency's moft obedient ſervant, 
Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne. W. Hearn. 
SIR, Head - Quarters, Dec. 17, 1777. 


I WAS, a few days ago, honoured with yours of the 25th 
of November. The packets for Sir William Howe, and the 
letters for gentlemen in his army, were immediately forwarded 
to Philadelphia. 

As | did not conſider myſelf at liberty to anſwer either of 
your requeſts without firſt conſulting Congreſs, I have tranſ- 
mitted a copy of your letter to them, and have defired their 
determination as ſpeedily as poſſible. As ſoon as I know the 
reſult, I ſhall take the earlieſt opportunity of acquainting you 


with it. I have the honour to be, 
SIR, 
Your moſt obedieat humble ſervant, 
Licut, Gen. Burgoyne. G. WASHINGTON, 


In Congreſs, Dec. 17th, 1777. 
RESOLVED, that General Waſhington be directed to 
inform General Burgoyne, the Congreſs will not receive nor 
conſider any propoſition for indu!gence or altering the terms 
of the Convention of Saratoga, unleſs immediately directed to 
their own body, 
Extract from the Minutes, 
(Copy.) CHARLES THOMPSON, Sec. 


SIR, Head- Juarters, Dec. 20, 1778. 
WHEN I had the honour of addrefling you, on the 17th 
inſtant, I informed you that I had tranſmitted a copy of your 
letter to Congreſs. The incloſed capy of their reſolution 
paſſed upon that ſubject, which I ſend in purſuance of their 
direction, will ſhew you the only anſwer 1 have obtained to 
I your 
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ON, 
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71 
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your propoſitions, It remains ſolely with Congreſs to grant 
the indulgences which you requeſt, The bearer will im- 
mediately return, by whom you may have an opportunity of 
yriting to them. 


J have the honour to be, 
With due reſpect, 
SIR, | 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
Lieutenant General Burgnyne. G. WASHINGTOS, 


SIR, Head- Quarters, Boſton, Dec. 22, 177. 
AS the purchaſe of proviſivas, fuel, &c. for your troops, 


occaſions a very conſiderable expence to this department, I 


ſhould take it as a favour to be informed by you, whether it 
will be agreeable to you to make monthly payments for the 
ſupplies which are furniſhed to your troops; or, if you can- 
not conveniently make monthly payments, that you would 
advance ſuch a ſum of money as your circumſtances will ad- 
mit of, and that you would pleaſe to inform me on what day 
it ſhall be paid, if practicable, | 

I obſerved, by General Pigot's letter, which I trayſmitted 
you the laſt week, that a floop load of flour had arrived at 
Nhode-Iſland for the uſe of your troops. | 

5 I am, SIR, | 
Your obedient ſervant, 


Lieut, Gen. Burgoyne. W. HEATR. 


SIR, | Cambridge, Jan. 3, 1778. 
AS you made no objection to my propoſal of ſending a pro- 
per perſon to Rhode Iſland for a ſupply, of money for the uſe 
of the troops of the Convention, I directed preparation ac- 
cordingly, and have expected yeſterday and this morning to 
hear from you, according to your engagement. To avoid 
any farthec delays, I row make a requiſition to you that Mr. 
Geddes, acting paymaſter to the troops of the Convention, be 
furniſhed with a paſſport to Rhode-Ifland, upon his parole, to 
return at a proper limited time, and likewiſ: chat means may 
de taken to procure him a proper eſcort, upon his return to 
Providence, for his {afe conduct to Cambridge, with ſuch 
ſums as he ſhall be able to obtain. I beg the favour of your 
anſwer this evening, and Mr. Geddes ſhall be ready to wait 
upon you to-morrow morning (if you think it neceſſary) to 
bew you the letters he is charged with. | 
BAY | | I ſhall 
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I ſhall be obliged to you for information when your meſſen 
ger ſets out on his teturn to General Waſhington. 
I am, SIR, &c. &c. 
Maj. Gen. Heath, J. Buxcovxy 


SIR, Head. Quarters, Boſton, Fan. 3, 1778 

YOURS of this date is juſt come to hand. Mr. Gedde 

hall have a paſſport to Rhode-Iſland upon calling to- morro 
at my quarters, giving his parole, &c. 

My expreſs will return to the ſouthward on Monday o 
Tueſday next at fartheſt. 

You was pleaſed to mention, the other day, a man of war's 
coming round to take you to England. The reſolve, whic 
'T ſent you a copy of this day, ſettles the matter as to you 

ing before the troops ; and, upon farther confideration, 

mk it would be rather improper for a man of war to come 
as a flap, either before or with the tranſports, and your Ex 


| cellency can be equally accommodated on board a convenien M 
| tranſport : 1 think that ſuch a one will be moſt proper, anc +, 
| a man of war cannot be admitted into the harbour. th 
Prong” I am 
hy * Your Excellency's obedient ſervant, _ 
Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne. | W. Hearty my 
for 
TR, _ Head- Quarters, Beſlan, Jan. 3, 1778 1 
I RECEIVED, the laſt evening, per expreſs, a reſolve NM gi. 
the honourable Congreſs, of the 19th ult. directing “ Th: [ . 
the accounts of all proviſions and other neceflaries which al " 
ready have been, or which hereafter may be, ſupplied by th 0 1 
public to priſoners in the power of theſe ſtates, ſhall be di hi 


<harged, by either receiving from the Britiſh commiſſary « 
prifoners, or any of his agents, proviſions or other neceſfaries 
"equal in quality and kind to what have been ſupplied, or th 
amount thereof in gold or filver, at the rate of four ſhillin 
and frxpence ſterling for every dollar of the currency of the 
rates, and that all theſe accounts be liquidated and difcharg: 
previous to the releaſe of any priſoners to whom proviſior 
or other neceſſaries ſhall have been ſupplied.” 
©» This reſolve is prefaced upon Sir William Howe's req) 
tion for proviſions to be ſent in for the ſubſiſtence of tl 
American prifoners in his poſſeſſion, and For the purchaſe 
ſuch neceſſaries as they ſtand in need of, and the frauduler 
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of thoſe who have counterfeit:d the continental bills of cre- 
dit, large ſums of which have been jſſyed, 

I am alſo directed to ſee © that all accounts with you are 
ſettled and fully paid, in the ſame manner, before the em- 
barkation of yourſelf, or other officers and troops included 
in the Convention of Saratoga. 

I thought it my duty to give your Excellency the earlieſt 
intimation of this order, that you may take ſuch ſteps as may 
te neceſſary for the ſettlement of the accounts, which cannot 
te ſettled by me in * other way than as above directed. 

am 


ſſen 
YNEF 


778 
edde 
rro 


* 0 Your Excellency's 


= Moſt obedient ſervant, 

bil Lieut. Gen, Burgeyne. W. Hearn, 

you | 

= SIR, Cambridge, Jan. 4, 1778. 

K "MM YOUR letter, dated yeſterday, is only now Za to — 

u. Geddes attends for your paſſport. | 

"Y Though I do not pretend to fee all that may be meant in 

au the reſolve you tranſmitted me, there is certainly nothing in 
the words of it which implies the conſtruction you put in re- 
card to my perſonal embarxation. 

* As to your alotment of a “convenient tranſport” for 


my paſſage, if it is from yourſelf, I am to thank you, Sir, 
for a ſort of inſult which the moſt haughty man of office 
- off yould be aſhamed of in any other country. 

17/2 However, as I am determined every tranſaction concerning 
this Convention ſhall be notorious, and beyond the power of 


. ſubterfuge to explain away, I have directed the frigate, toge- 
* ther with the tranſports, to come round, and it will then be 
di for you, Sir, to prohibit the entry of Boſton harbour to any 


Wy ſhips bearing a flag of truce, and declaring they are ſent for 
J, de expreſs purpoſe of conveying to Great Britain any part of 
the troops of the Convention. 


I am, &«c. 
To Maj. Gen. Heath. 


SIR, Head- Quarters, Boſton, Fan. 5, 1778. 

YOUR Excellency's favour of yeſterday came duly to 

band, and I muſt confeſs I was not a little ſurpriſed at ſome 
txpreſſions in it. 

As, by the Convention, tranſports only are ſtipulated to re- 
ceive the troops, I ſubmit to you, Sir, whether a hint (if you 
were even ſure that it came from me) that you ſhould take a 

d convenient 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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now pteſetribꝭd for the payment. 


fidence, as required, would be ample revenge to Great Bri 
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. . 3 . yen 
convenient one, rather than introduce a frigate, which is nei caſi 
ther expteſſed or implied in the Convention, merits thoſe epi J 
thets which you are pleaſed to beſtow on me. * 

have ever meant to treat you with politeneſs ; and the you 
plighted faith and honour of my country require me to pay Neri. 
ſtrict attentin to. the Convention on their part; of courſe, aſſ 
when tranſporis arrive to receive the troops, they will en- ( 
ter the harbour; and if you can find by the Convention that a B 
frigate is to enter for the particular reception of yourſelf, ſhe Ws; 
will not be prohibited; but if it is rather uncommon for fipu 
ſhips of war to bear flags of truce, and conſenting to it in the pleat 
preſent caſe ſhould appear rather to be an act of politeneſs Wlirc: 
and generoſity than otherwiſe, I leave you to your own re- lh. c 
flection, whether you have made choice of the moſt happy Wh v 
expreſh-ns to obtain it. late, 
12 | afra 

Your Excellency's obedient ſervant, It 

Lt. Gen. Burgoyne. W. Hearn, Mhres 
Clarl 

6 1: Cambridge, Fan. 5, 1778. = 


HAVING conſidered the reſolution of the Congreſs, which Wir che 
au tranimitted to me in your letter of January 3, reſpect- 
ing the payment of proviſions; I have alſo attended to the 
ſuoſcquent paragraph, wherein you inform me you are di- 
rected to fee all accounts with me ſettled and fully paid, in 
the ſame manner as reſolved in caſe of priſoners, before the 
embarkation of myſelf, or other officers and troops included 
in the Convention of Saratoga, can take place, 
| am decided in my ſentiment, that, ſhould this reſoly 
and direQion He put in execution, the Convention will be 
groſsly violated in three ſeparate articles, viz. articles the 20 
and 4th, by which the troops have an unconditional right te 
a free paſſage, and without delay, whenever ſhips arrive tc 
receive hem; and in article 5th, wherein it is ſtipulated, the 
troops ſhali be ſupplied with rations at the ſame rate with Ge 
neral Gates's owii army. 
It is undeniable chis rate is entirely altered by the mode 


The im preſſions which a violation of public faith never fa 
to make upon the world, and the conſequences that inevitad)j 
enſue, in all political negotiations, when character and con 


tain, and the individuals concerned, for the temporary incon 
venienc 


rt of juſt debts, 


- 2 _ Ns 
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renience that an undue detention in this country would oc- 


caſion. | 

Nevertheleſs, being defirous to prove that I am neither raſh 
nor vindictive upon this ſubject, I am willing to unite with 
you in any meaſure that may ſtill prevent evils of the moſt 
ſerious nature; for this purpoſe, | defire you to furniſh a 
paſſport to ſuch officer as I ſhall appoint, to proceed to Gene- 
nl Gates, who, I am informed, is now with the Cong ſe. 

Bearing full in memory what were the ſentiments of that 
officer, not only in regard to the intent and meaning of the 
tipulations of the treaty, but alſo in regard to the duty, com- 
pleatly, and liberally to fulfil them, it may be a fortunate 
circumſtance for all parties that he is now on the ſpot where 
he can give his own explanation, and thereby fave a treaty, 
m which his perſonal honour is blended with that of the 
tate, and in which, in conſcience, I believe he never meant 
infraction or prevarication, 

It might likewiſe very much conduce to conciliatory mea- 
ures in paſſing the accounts, if a paſſport was granted to Mr, 


Clarke, acting commiſſary-general, to proceed to General 


Howe, in order to lay before him the account ſtated by your 
tommiſſary, and to receive his pleaſure thereupon ; the reſolve 


the Congreſs, according to your letter, being prefaced upon 


requiſition of his Excellency. 

| wiſh to have your anſwer as ſoon as poſſible, and that you 
zuld detain your meſſenger till you hear from me in return 
b that anſwer. 

I have made theſe propoſals upon a juſt, and what I think 
generous, principle, and upon a ſuppofition that, by the 
dances of the ſeaſon, full anſwers may return from the ſouth 
time to prevent diſputes; but I muſt not be underſtood as 
recluding myſelf from what I hold my duty, ſhould ſhips 
rive ſooner, viz, to demand means for immediate embarka- 


n. I am, SIR, &c, N 
(Signed) J. Bux oY NR. 
SIR, Head. Quarters, Boſton, Jan. 6, 1778. 


YOUR favour of ycſterday I duly received, and note the 
antents, It is my decided ſentiment, that the articles to 
hich you refer to prove that the Convention is violated by 
e late reſolution of the honourable Continental Congreſs 

not the point, as it has no tendency to cauſe an undue 
ention of yourſelf and troops; it only requires the pay- 
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ſports arcive in the interim, to demand means for imme- 
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Theſe independent ſtates, I preſume, are not inſenſible of 
the importance of that character which depends upon the 
ſtricteſt regard to public faith, and I aſſure myſelf that they 
never have, nor ever will be guilty of the leaſt infringement 
of it. | 
I am content that an officer of yours ſhould proceed to Ge- 
neral Gates, and will furtiſh him with a paſſport for the 
urpoſe. 
* Clarke may alſo have my permiſſion to proceed to 
General Howe. ; 
But as you conceive it to be your duty, ſhould the tran- 


fl 


diate embarkation,” you will pleaſe to obſerve, that on my 
part I ſhall alſo demand, previous to ſuch embarkation, the 
ſettlement and payment of all accounts, agreeable to the or 


ders of the Congreſs. of 
- Your Excellency's obedient ſervant, W 
Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne. W. HEATH. 
ex. 
SIR 7 b, 1718 5 
b 5 2 th, 1 li 
IN conſequence of your letter of Le any Fad: jo 
the propofals made by me of diſpatching an officer to Gene in 
ral Gates, and Mr. Commiſſary Clarke to his Excellency Ge em 
neral Howe, I have directed Mr. Clarke to preſs your com | 
miffary to deliver in his account; and I beg the favour of yo M. 
to add ſuch orders as may prevent delays. The officer is alſq 
preparing for his journey, and 1 ſhould hope both theſe gen req 
temen will be ready to ſet out on Friday next. 
W | I am, SIR, &c. 

Maj. Gen. Heath, J. BuxGovNt 
| Lie 

SIR, Cambridge, Jan. 7, 1778 

M. GEN. Reideſel has requeſted me to apply to you for per 
miſſion to Captain Willoe, who has ated as his aid de camp du J 
ring the campaign, to return to Canada, where his regiment nov 0 
is, but upon his parole not to act until exchanged. T his gentle 1 4. 


man is captain in the 8th regiment Britiſh, and it would b 
much more convenient to his private affairs to paſs ſome tim 
in that country than to return to Britain. I imagine, di 
this application cannot be attended with difficulty, as Captal 
Willoe, belonging to the army in Canada, had a right, by th 
Convention, to returu thither, and the only reaſon he did nc 

Th 4 ma 
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of nake uſe of it at the time others did was, that he thought 
the Wit an attention to General Reideſel to accompany him to 
hey Cambridge. 


ent T am, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
Je- Maj. Gen. Heath. J. BuxGovyNE, 
the | ; 
d to SIR, Head Duarters, Boſton, Jan. 8th, 1778. 


YOUR two favours of yeſterday I have juſt received, I 
find your Excellency was miſinformed as to General Gates's 
being at Congreſs, he was not at the time of my laſt in- 
telligence, and whether he is now at Albany or Fiſh Hill 
| cannot ſay; you will therefore pleaſe to determine what 
rout the officer who is directed to him-ſhall take, an officer 
of mine will attend him, and arother will attend Mr, 
Clarke, who muſt firſt wait upon his Excellency General 
Waſhington before he goes into Philadelphia, The officers 
ru nuſt give their ſpecial paroles, and all letters and papers be 
examined before they ſet out—whether it will be moſt pro- 
per for Mr. Clarke to carry the original accounts, or du- 
plicates of them is for your determination; but ſhould tranſ- 

rts arrive to-morrow, the accounts, as I have obſerved 
in a former letter, muſt be ſettled and paid before you 
embark. 

I mention this that you may not be embarraſſed ſhould 
Mr. Clark be abſent with the original accounts. = 

As I au. not quite clear with reſpect to Captain Willoe's 
requeſt, I cannot now give my anſwer thereto, 

am, 
Your Excellency's 
moſt obedient ſervant, 


Lieut. Gen, Burgoyne. W, HEATH. 


STR, Cambridge, Jan. 8th, 1778. 

I HAVE your letter of to-day, and have no objection 
to the officer and Mr. Clarke giving the parole you require, 
I am ſurprized you ſhould again repeat the matter relating 
w the payment of acconnts previous to embarkation, when 
notwithſtanding my requiſitions to yourſelf, and repeated 
through Colonel Henly, I cannot yet obtain a ſtate of the 
demands you have againſt the troops of the Ms - 


— — — _— — 
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I ſhall wave giving any anſwer to this at preſent ; when 
the ſhips arrive I ſhall know what to demand, and you will 
judge what you are to refuſe, 

Mr. Clarke ſhall be directed to take the duplicates of the 
accounts, which I ſhould hope might be very ſoon made 
gut, without creating any further delays, and that he and 
the officer might ſet out on their journies the day after to- 
INOTTOW, 


I am, 
| SIR, &c. 
A. G. Heath. J. Bux OY Nx. 
SIR, Head Quarters, Boſton, Fan. 8th, 1778. 


MR. Blodget has complained to me of having three build- 
ings fituate on Winter Hill, and his property, demoliſhed 
and carried off by ſome of the foreign troops who are in 
barracks on that hill, and the documents which he will lay 
before you, will be convincing that his complaint is not ill 
founded: I am therefore as the ſervant and guardian of the 
public, to recommend it to your Excellency to pay that at- 
tention to Mr. Blodget's repreſentation, which the conſi- 
derable loſs he has met with intitles him to, and I doubt 
not your Excellency will afford him the redreſs which ju- 
ſtice requires. 
I am, 
Your Excellency's 
moſt obedient ſervant, 
Lieut. Gen, Burgoyne, W. Hearn. 


SIR, Cambridge, Jan. 9th, 1778. 
A REPORT has been made to me of a diſturbance which 
happened at the barracks Wedneſday afternoon, for which! 
am much concerned; and though the provocations from your 
ſoldiers which originally produced it, were of the moſt atro- 
cious nature, I was me! $a the offender on our part ſhould 
be properly puniſhed (the ſuſpected perſon was confined ac- 
cordingly) but Colonel Henley thought proper to make pri- 
ſoners eighteen innocent men, and to reject the guilty one. 
The innocent men are ſeat on board guardihips, as alledged 
by your order, 
It is not only a duty to my ſituation to demand the im- 


mediate diſcharge of theſe men, together with a ſatisfactory 


apology, 
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ology, but I alſo mean it as an attention to you, Sir; 
hat I give you an immediate opportunity to diſavow ſo 
mjuſtifiable a proceeding, as committing men to the worſt 
f priſons upon vague report, caprice, and paſſion. f 
nſults and provocations, at which the moſt placid diſpoſi- 
tons would revolt, are daily exerciſed by your troops againſt 
he officers and ſoldiers of this army — regular, decent com- 
plaints are received by your officers ſometimes with haugh- 
tineſs, ſometimes with deriſion, but always without redreſs. 
Theſe evils flow, Sir, from the general tenor of language 
nd of conduct held by Colonel Henley, which encourages 
his inferiors, and ſeems calculated to excite them to the moſt 
8. Wiloody purpoſes. 

1. W For want of ſufficient information, and not bringing my- 
d ff to believe it poſſible the facts as related by common 
in MWeeport could be true, I have hitherto declined taking public 
xy otice of this man, But upon poſitive ground I now, and 
ill Whereby, formally accuſe Colonel Henley of behaviour hei- 
ne rouſly criminal as an officer, and unbecoming a man, of 
t- ue moſt indecent, violent, vindiQtive ſeverity againſt un- 
3. Wirmed men, and of intentional murder. 

bt I demand prompt and ſatisfactory juſtice, and I will not 
u- doubt your readineſs to give it. Whenever you will inform 
me a proper tribnnal 1s appointed, I will take care that 
undeniable evidence ſhall be produced to ſupport the above 


charges, 
I am, 
SIR, &c, 
To Major Gen, Heath. J. BuxGovNE. 
8. 
ch SIR, Head Quarters, Baſion, Jan. gth, 1778. 
11 IT is with no ſmall concern that I inform your Excellency 


ur Mo the abuſive behaviour of the Britiſh foldiery towards 
o- che guards and centinels at Proſpect Hill, which has for 
1d me time been increaſing, and has at length arrived at a 
c- beight no longer to be borne. Sentries have been repeatedly 
ri- W'nſulted on their poſts, and at ſome times beat and difarmed 
ne. (chis J muſt confeſs reflects diſhonour on themſelves, for a 
ea entry is never to allow himſelf to be inſulted or abuſed) 
priſoners have been frequently reſcued from the guards, and 
1 the behaviour of the ſoldiery mutinous and diſorderly in the 
ry extreme, of which there was a moſt fingular inſtance the 
Lv, night 


: . 
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pight before laſt a number of the rioters are ſent on board 
the priſon ſhip. $6] $63.4 Rlt: $4 25 
As your Excellency informed; me ſoon after your arriyal, u 
that you would do all in your power to preſerve order 
g the troops, I muſt call upon you, Sir, to exert your- 
ſelf for that purpoie; for if the preſent; diſorderly behaviour 
of ſo many of the foldiery continues, the conſequences will 
be ſerious, for the guards and ſentries ſhall no longer be 
A A moſt ſcandalous practice of counterfeiting paſſes hy 
lately been detected, I muſt defixe you would enquire inte 
the matter, or the innocent will unavoidably ſuffer incon, 
veniences. 2 
A ſentry was knocked down the night before laſt, anc 
His firelock carried off. I expect that effectual mealure 
will be taken for the return of the firelock immediately; 
muſt deſire your attention, Sir, to this matter. * 
I have this moment received your favour of yeſterday ume 
J have repeatedly directed the Commiſſary to Rate his acW h 
counts. He has been endeavouring to compleat them, bufelic 
has been delayed on account of ſome bills in the hands ouch 
ſome of the purchaſers of cattle who are at ſome diſtance Mace 


1 have ordered him again to complete them, being as anxiouMt:n 
as your Excellency for their adjuſtment. - ] 

| 1 am, a hat 

Your Excellency's 2 

moſt obedient ſervant, heh 

Lieut. Gen. Burgoyue. W. HEATH, in 2 


SIR 
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of the ſubſtance 0 


the examination of a German confined for drawing his ſwo To 
dn a ſentinel of our army; it was not in my power to anſire 
ſwer it yeſterday. As I have General Heath's order not ir the 
approve of any puniſhment for crimes againſt our troops part 
the inhabitants, but to confine them on board guardſhips, Mind ap 
ſhall | obey thoſe orders. | love; 

D. HENLEY. ompl: 


mbi 
nredr 

Yo 
M at 


Cambridge, il Jau. 1778. Commanding Office 
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SIR, Head Duarters, Boſton, Fan. 10th, 1778. 
YOURS of yeſterday's date I received the laſt evening. 
What provocation you allude to, as having been offered by 
ermy troops, I am at a loſs to determine; the inſults and 
abuſes which they have received, I will venture to ſay, un- 
kſs I have been moſt groſſly miſinformed, are unparalleled, 
and whether you are willing or unwilling, Sir, offenders 
ſhall no longer paſs with impunity. 

If it can be made to appear, that any of thoſe ſoldiers 
{nt to the guardſhip by my orders are innocent, they ſhall 


og be releaſed from their confinement. But witch reſpect to ſich” 


0-3 have been guilty of violating my ſtanding orders of the 
garriſon, inſtead of diſavowing or making any apology for 
inge confinement of ſuch, be aſſured, Sir, that I do molt ex- 
plicitly avow it. 

And as I have before obſerved to your Excellency in a 
former letter, of which you may be aſſured, 1 ſhall at all 
times endeavour to found my orders upon the principles of 
„ honour, reaſon, and juſtice, and not to infringe thoſe 
lelicate principles in others;” ſo alſo be aſſured, that 
uch my orders ſhall be obeyed by every officer and ſoldier 
nce laced under my direction, and ſuch as have the hardineſs to 
tanſgreſs them ſhall abide the conſequences, 

I have been informed of late that ſome bave hinted 
that ſuch of your troops as break my orders, ought to be 
tied and puniſhed by your orders; even the mention of 
ch a thing, Sir, I conceive to be (to uſe your own words 
H. In a late letter with a little variation) a fort of inſult that a 
nan of military erudition in any country, would he aſhamed 
of, as being repugnant to every idea of military diſcipline; 
nd from my opinion of your military knowledge, I cannot 
mit than you ever hinted it. 

To convince you that it is my fixed determination to en- 
uire into all abuſes, whether committed by my own troops 
ot Mer thoſe of the Convention, whilſt they remain within my 
partment, I have ordered Colonel Henley under arreſt, 
nd appointed a court of enquiry, whereof Brigadier General 
lover is preſident, to examine into the grounds of your 
omplaint, on Wedneſday next at ten o'clock, A. M. at 
mbridge; and if any complaints have heretofore paſſed 
nredreſled, it is becauſe they have not been laid before me. 
You hinted to me when | had the pleaſure of ſeeing you 
at Cambridge, that one of my officers had been en- 

e ticing 
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ticing ſome of the troops of the Convention to enter our 
ſervice. I then informed you, that if you would fend the 
complaint, I would immediately bring the officer to trial, 
You promiſed to do it ; but I have not as yet received it, 


I now call upon you, Sir, to exhibit that charge, or any in 
other that you have to make againſt any officer under my 
command, for practices of that kind, or ny other, being de 
with yourſelf determined, * that all my conduct reſpecting Hof 
the Convention ſhall be notorious, and beyond the powers dh. 
of ſubterfuge to explain away.“ of 
Complaints of moſt enormous abuſes have lately been made MW * * 
to me, One, of the conduct of a number of officers on the It 
evening or night of the 25th of December laſt at Bradiſhes 22 
ve 


tavern; others, of perſons being reſcued from the guard: 
ſentries abuſed and inſulted on their poſt—paſſes counter 
feited, and others filled up in the moſt afffontive manner, bu 
and of late ſeveral highway robberics committed in the en- 
virons of the garriſon; one the laſt evening, in which ay ©! 


gentleman was robbed of between ſeven and eight hundred que 
dollars, and a watch. The robherics I do not charge o ado 

our people, as it is unknown who were the PETPCErators Wil 
Foe there are ſeveral reaſons to ſuſpect it. mu. 


All theſe, Sir, tend not only to exaſperate the troops“ 


but to enrage the inhabitants of the country, who view ſuc! \ 
abuſes as unſufferable, I therefore call upon you to cxer n 
vour endeayours oO ſuppreſs all abuſes as far as in you * 
am reg. 

3 8 IR, | dith 
Your obcdient ſervant, be 

Lieut, Gen, Burg cyne. W. HrATu. Halt 
men 

thei: 

SIR, Cambridge, Jan. 12th, 177 2c 

I HAVE the favour of your letter January roth, vo by t 
are pleaſed to enter into much recrimination, which I ſha Prot 
anſwer apart, becauſe I ain not to be diverted by collater: hoſp; 
matter from the great point depending between us reſpectin U 
Colonel Henley's conduct. _ 
at 


The ſlight and indifferent manner in which you take u 
matters of ſuch magnitude, makes me apprehenſive I va ply 
deficient in my former attempt to ſtate it clearly; as exp 
natory therefore of the original words of my complaint, ¶ lone 
now add that I accuſe Colonel Henley (by your appoin 


ment the late commanding officer of the Provincials at - Maj 
_— bridg 
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bridge) of unprovoked, unmanly, wanton ſeverity; of wilful, 
deliberate, and malicious bloodihed in the ſeveral inſtances 
wherein he made himſelf party, judge, and executioner; and 
theſe charges TI have already pledged mytelf to prove upon 
inconteſtible evidence, 

Is it poſſible, Sir, that after comprehending and conſi- 
dering theſe allegations, you can ſeriouſly mean to put me 
off by a court of enquiry, in which neither the judges nor 
the witneſſes are under the obligation of an oath ? A court 
of enquiry, if J have any underſtanding of ſo plain, expreſſive 
a term, is applicable only to cales of doubt and ſuſpicion. 
It acts upon a principle of commendable jealouſy, left 
public juſtice ſhould be eluded, and its bufineſs 1s to 1n- 
veſtigate reported, ſuppoſed circumſtantial facts, in order 
to determine whether there is matter for ſolemn trial. 
but was it ever heard of in martial law or cuſtom, when a 
proſecutor ſtood forth and bound himſelf to adduce poſitive 
evidence to the matter of charge, that any intermediate in- 
queſt was neceſſary like a grand jury to find a bill? If you 
adopt ſuch doctrine, and procecd upon ſuch analogy you 
will at leaſt, Sir, reflect that to make it hold, the court 
muſt firſt examine upon oath, and next hear witneſſes only 
ex parte on the fide of the proſecution. 

Weigh this matter more deeply, it is not the advice of 
an enemy I give you. The injury requires an immediate 
example ; to delay juſtice longer than may be neceſlary for 
regularity and folemnity of proceeding, is at all times a 
dthonour to government, but what will that procraſtination 
be eſteemed which combined with the ferment of party, 
malicious ſuggeſtions, and falſe ſuſpicions, tends to excite 
men to horrid and extenſive maſlacre of thoſe whom it is 
their duty to guard. We are here under the ſanction of a 
truce, and the public faith is pledged for our ſafe conduct; 
dy the univerſal law of nations we have a right to perſonal 
protetion—among generous ones, we ſhould have found 
hoſpitality. 

Upon this right, and in the name of the State of Great 
Britain, I proteſt againſt a court of inquiry, as inadequate, 
dilatory, and nugatory, and demand a court martial pro- 
perly conſtituted for criminal juriſdiction in caſes of the moſt 
atrocious nature, to paſs judgment upon the conduct of Co- 
lonel Henley. 

I am, &c, 
Major Gin, Heath, J. BuxGovyNE. 
E 2 SI R, 
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SIR, Head Quarters, Brſion, Jan. 19th, 1718, 
YOURS of this date I received by Colonel Lee ; upon 
the receipt of your complaint againſt Colonel Henlev, ] 
immediately ordered him under arreſt, and appointed a court 
of enquiry, compoſed of judicious officers, to examine into 
the grounds of your complaint, And although you may 
view a court of enquiry as inadequate, dilatory, and nuga- 
tory, it has been the firſt ſtep commonly taken in our army; 
and indeed is no more than a delicacy due to the character 
of an officer, efpecially one who has the command of a 
oft, 
g Vou may be aſſured that whilſt you remain here under 
the ſanction of a truce, as you are intitled to, ſo you ſhall 
enjoy Perſonal protection. And I will venture to ſay, 
as much generoſity and hoſpitality may be found in my 
country as in any, and I will add more than in ſome 
others, if we may judge from the treatment of the unfor- 
runate, 
I am, 
Your Excellency's 
obedient ſervant, 


Lieut. Gen, Burgoyne, W. HEATH. 


SIR, Cambridge, Jan. 13th, 1778. 
HAVING confined myſelf in the letter tranimitted to 
ou yeſterday entirely to G proſecution of Colonel Henley, 
have now to take notice of the other matters contained 
in your favour of the 10th inſtant, You ſtate, Sir, that 
the inſults and abuſes offered to your troops have been un- 
paralleled, ** unleſs you have been groſſiy miſinforined.“ Con- 
ſider the character and conduct of Colonel Henley, from 
whom I am to ſuppoſe your reports have come, and then 
ſay whether you have not reaſon to ſuſpe& miſinformation; 
nor is he the only perſon to impoſe upon you, Cambridge 
and Boſton abound with ill-defigning men, who propagate 
calumny in order to colour perſecution ;z the whole air is 
contaminated with lics.. Beware, Sir, of ſuch reporters, they 
are your enemies as well as mine; they ſtrike at the cha- 
racter of your State. The difference of our conduct gives 
me a right to make this expoſtulation; when I complain, 
I offer proof of the grieyance—you recriminate upon hear- 

lay. | 2 
3 You 


ou 
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You next inform me, Sir, that if it can be made appear 
that any of the ſoldiers ſent to the guardſhips by your order 
zre innocent, they ſhall be releaſed. 

By what means ſhall we make innocence appear, when 
men are dragged to impriſonment at a long diſtance, and 
vithout any poſſibility of appeal or communication of their 
aſe ? . 

In the preſent inſtance however, I take you at your word; 
innocence ſhall appear, and you ſhall be the judge. Eigh- 
ten men are under confinement for an intult, in which 
m man alone was concerned : this is an undiſputed fact. 
t necellarily follows to phyſical demonſtration, that ſeven- 
een are innocent. Now ſhew me upon what principle you 
letain them; 1mplicitly avow the act, and refuſe to make an 
apology. 

You treat with ſingular contempt the idea that ſuch of 
the troops of the Convention as break your orders ought 
o be tried and puniſhed by mine. In the firſt place, Sir, 
hough my poor military erudition muſt be brought to ſhame 
n your opinion, I muſt avow that idea, and with all due 
reſpe& to your erudition, I muſt next requeſt, that if you 
gein quote my words, you will do ſo without violation or 
mendation. I do contend that to commit offenders to the 
puniſhment of their own officers in the firſt inſtance, and 
n every caſe that will allow it, is conſonant to reaſon and 
juſtice ; I do not mean to deny that if, upon experience, it 
mas found we were partial in our judgments, or in our 
puniſhments, you have a right to take juſtice into your 
hands; but you ought at the tame time to remember that 
jou make yourſelf reſponſible to God and man that the inno- 
ent do not ſuffer, 

do aſſure you it never was my intention to let drop the 
tomplaint for which you call upon me againſt your officers, 
fr inliſting men into your ſervice, I incloſe you copies of 
greement and a certificate of a muſter maſter ; I have the 
tiginals ready if you require them. 

To the poſitive teſtimony in theſe few caſes, L could add 
e ſtrongeſt circumſtantial proof, that till very lately the 
practice was publicly countenanced by your officers in ge- 
deral. 
I add, Sir, the caſe of Mr. Deſchambeau, as ſtated in 
letter to me, and the depoſition of Lieutenant Wilkin- 
kn, concerning the aſſault committed on him on —_ 
> 
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iſt; and I can collect many other enormities of the ſame | 
ort. a 

I come now to the laſt paragraph of your letter, in which Na 
you recapitulate and ſum up all abuſes, riets, reſcues, in- 
ſults, &c. that you are informed have been committed by 
theſe troops, and you conclude with a ſuſpicion of highway 
robbery. It might have been more decent, Sir, to have left Wor 
that inſinuation to your printers in Boſton, and indeed it 
would have better anſwered your purpoſe, for I obſerve in 
the paper of yeſterday it is not ſuſpected, but boldly and 
poſitively aſſerted that the robbery of Mr. Hopkins was by 
three regular ſoldiers. 

My anſwer to all this is that moſt of the accuſations are 
falſe, others are exaggerated, and none are countenance by 
me. That there have been levities, indiſcretions, faults of 
omiſſion, of neglect, and of liquor, I am ready to believe; 
but I have never ſpared my efforts to correct them, and 
they have been pretty well atoned by the beating, impri- 
ſonment, and death, received at the hands of your people, 

Upon the whole, it is with ſatisfaction and pride J reflect, 
that were all theſe complaints verified and compounded into 
one maſs, they ſtill would not, from their nature, weigh a 
feather in the eſtimation of juſtice, againſt the articles of 
grievance in the oppoſite ſcale, 


I am, | 
SIR, to 
Vour moſt obedient ſervant, to 
Major Gen. Heath, J. BuxGovy xt. of 
qui 
jud 


Articles of agreement for a muſician to ſerve in Colonel 
Lee's regiment. col 

Captain Marſden of the Provincials inliſtment of Britith 
ſoldiers under the Convention, 

Muſter maſter's certjficate. 

Aſſault upon Mr. Deſchambeau unredreſſed. 

Aſſault upon Captain Swettenham. 

Inſult committed on Lieutenant Wilkinſon unredreſſed. 
Names of men on board a guardſhip who can be proved 
innocent, | 

N. B. Incloſed with the letter ſent to General Heath, zoth 
January 1778, bef 
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LIEUTENANT General Burgoyne has directed me to 
aſk on his part the following queſtions of this court of en- 


uiry. 
5 1, Are the members under the obligation of an oath ? 
2d, Are the witneſſes ſworn? 
3d, Is this court only to examine the matter of charge, 
or does it enter into the defence of the perſon accuſed ? 
4th, Lieutenant General Burgoyne proteſts againſt any 
decifion of a court of enquiry being final, and has only di- 
reed the witneſſes to attend in compliance with what he is 
informed is the cuſtom with the American troops, viz. to 
hold courts of enquiry in all caſes previous to trials, and 
he hereby declaces that whatever may be the iſſue of the 
preſent court of enquiry, he perſiſts in his demand of a re- 
gular trial in a court of criminal juriſdiction. 
5th, I am allo directed by Lieutenant General Burgoyne 
to requeſt a copy of the proceecings of this court of enquiry, 


Cambridge, Fan. 14th, 1778, 


IN anſwer to the firſt queſtion of General Burgoyne— 
The court anſwer, they are not. 

To the ſecond—The court anſwer, the witneſſes are not. 

In antwer to the third—The court anſwer, both, 

To the fourth—The court are of opinion they have nothing 
to do with any proteſt of General Burgoyne—but are bound 
to follow tlie order of General Heath, founded on a cuſtom 
of the American army, which countenances courts of en- 
quiry in ſome caſes which the commanding officer is the ſole 


judge of, 


The concluding requiſition of General Burgoyne will be 
complied with as a matter of courſe, 
(Signed) 
J. GLovER, Brigadier General, Prefident, 


SIR, Head Duarters, Boflon, Jan. 14th, 1778. 
THE 2 that tranſports will arrive ſoon to receive 
the troops of the Convention, the apparent propriety of the 
meaſure ; the ſimilar conduct of the Britiſh commanders 
towards ſuch of our troops as have fallen into their hands, 
before they are permitted on parole to return home, and my 
expectation that the honourable Congreſs will direct it, in- 
duces me to repeat my call for the names, former * 
abode 
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abode and occupation, ſize, age and deſcription of every non. 
commi ſſioned officer and private ſoldier, and all other per- 
ſons comprehended in the Convention of Saratoga. 

As Major Maſlaraw is now here, and will take down the 
names, the objection you before made to Major Brown iz 


obviated. 
I am, SIR, 
Your obedient ſervant, 
Lieut. Gen. Bur ;oyne, W. Hzarta, 
SIR, January 1 5, 1778, 


_ YOU wilt readily believe that it is as painful to me as it 
can be troublezjome io you to find matter of complaint the 
continual tubje& of our corre ſpondence l am, nevertheleſs, 
under the neceſſity of lay ing before you two reports from 
the commiſſary general of the Convention troops, I am 
per vaded you will take immediate meaſures to redreſs that 
which concerns the badneſs of proviſion; and I hope you 
will not ſpare a reprimand to your commiſſary for making 
aut an account which, I am confident, vou meant to he ge- 
nuinc, clear, and concluſive, in a manner that will appear 
to any unpartial perſon as purpoſely ambiguous, and deſigned 
to leave aa opening for diſputes and to create delays, 

You will conſider, Sir, that in waiting for this account, 
nine or ten days have been already loſt fince you conſented 
to Mr. Clarke's journey to Sir William Howe, 

I will now reduce this matter to a very ſhort compaſs, and 
have only to requeſt, that you will furniſh me with the price 
demande4 for the ration, ſuppoſing it to be paid in gold or 
ſilver, and likewiſe the price of the cord of wood, candles, 
and other articles not belonging to the ration; and I am 
willing to leave the quantities received to be ſettled by the 
reſpective commiſſaries at more leiſure. As this cannot poſ- 
fibly require time, I beg the favour of you to prepare pal- 
ports for Mr. Clarke to ſet out the day after to-morrow. 
I return you my perſonal thanks for ſending Captain Pi- 
per here, and aſſure you no improper uſe ſhall be made of 
that civility, | 

3 I am, &c. 

To Maiar General Heath. J. Bux cox. 


SIR, 


CANADA PAPERS, -. 
SIR, |  Head-Darters, Boſton, Fat. tg, . 

YOURS af che 19th inſtant is before me. If Canis 
bridge and 'Bofton' abound with ilt-defigning men, I hope L 
ſhait be able to diſtinguiſh my enemies; but I can ſearcely 
believe that ohe who is frequently beſtowing invectives, 
either on my country, its laws, officers, or inhabitahts (I 
need not ſay my ſelf) can be a friend, and I wiſh you, Sir, 
carefully to'avord uch exprefſions in your letters, unleſs you 
nean to give offence. | 

I ſhall in' a few days appoint a court, of which you ſhall 
have notice, to make proper enquiry into the ſeveral com- 


8. Wlaiats exhibited by you, and ſome others founded on more 
un hearſay. | | 

he The ſerjeant who ibſulted Lieutenant Wilkinſon is undet 
is, guard and will be brought to trial. - 

m Captain Sweethenham's caſe will alſo be conſidered, for 
m Which there is an additional reaſon, and I obſerve in his 
at ¶ complaint, that his abuſe was received between ten and ele- 
0 FF ven o'clock at night, going to the barracks, when by his pa- 
dle, ſacredly given, he was not to be out after nine. 

e- 1-8 J am; SIR, | 

ar RES Your obedient ſervant, 
cl Leut. Cen. Bur goyne, W. HEATH. 
nt, 3 | 

ed SIX, Head - Qurtert, Bejton, Jan. 16, 1 778. 


I RECEIVED your Favonr of yeſterday the laſt even- 
ad ng. T have directed Mr. Miller to repair to Cambridge 
ce immediately, in order, with Mr. Clarke, to ſatisfy you re- 
r ppecting the ſtating of his account, which was by no means 
intended to leave an opening for any diſpute, or to cauſe des 

it ny, as I am confident Mr. Miller and myfelf are as anxious 
ml have the accounts ſpeedily ſettled as your Excellency 
Jaan be. | | | 
. Iam exceedingly ſorry to hear the complaint of the bad- 
. {nels of the flour, and fear it will not be in my power to af- 
i. ford that redrefs immediately which is your defire and m 
of 9 Miller wilt alſo acquaint you farther on t 

| ad. | 

I imagine it will be difficult to fix the price of a ration, 
or of the cord wood, as the price is ſhifting continually 
our contracts are not made for any ſtipulated price ; the 
commaſſaries purchaſe on the * terins they can, * 
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Mr. Clark's paſſports ſhall be prepared. He muſt give 
„which will be ſent op, and all his letters and pa- 
pers muſt be ſent here for inſpection. I would not have Mr. 


Clark carry many, if any, letters for officers of the army, 


as it will take up much time to examine them. Captain 
CY is to atrend — Clark. 
3 am, ; 
Your Excellency's obedient ſervant, 
W. HEATH, 


P. S. Mr. Miller now comes in—he is very. ett this 
morning; and begs that he may be excuſed ing to Cam- 
bridge until to-morrow morning. I hope this will not de- 

tay Mr. Clark, at leaſt more than one day longer, 


oy Gen. Burgoyne. 


_ 8 1 R, | Cambridge, Jan, 17, 1778. 
YOUR commiſſary, Mr. Miller, has met Mr, Commiſ- 
fary Clark, and I incloſe you the report made to me in 
conſequence of that conference, in order that you may ſee 
whether Mr. Clark has made any miſtake, and determine 
"whether you abide by the demand as ſtated by Mr. Clark. 
*Frequeſt the favour of your anſwer in the courſe of the day, 
and Mr. Clark will be ready to ſet out to-morrow. If you 
thought proper to depute any perſon at Cambridge to take 


is parole und examine bis letters, which, at your defire, will 


be very few, it will be an obligation to him, otherwiſe, he 


will walt Upon yount any time you hall appoint to-morrow 
ornlig.. 


I ſubmit to you, whether i it would not be a circum 


of convemenee and difpatch for the officer that goes to Ge- 
neral Gates to ſer out with Mr. Clark, if fo, he ſhall alſo 
wair upon you with his letters and give his parole. 


I take this opportunity to acknowledge the receipt of your 
favour laſt night, repeating your call of the names, ſize, age, 
&c, of the troops of tho Contdation; opinion not be- 
ing changed, I am under the neceſſity o referring you to 
my former letter upon that ſubject, aſſuring you at the ſame 
time, that if you will point out to me the inſtances you a. 
lude to where ſimilar demands have been made by Britiſh 
officers, and-complicd with, I will give the marter' farther 


conſideration 


11K. 
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conſideration and further anſwer; in Canada, I know the.caſe 
vas directly the reverſe. | 220 


I am, 

AR EVER 

| Your moſt obedient ſervant, - 
May. Gen, Heath. J. Buco x E. 


} 


: 
4 


H. P. S. Since writing the above, Colonel Chace has deli- 

rered in an account, amounting to 131751. 6s. 11d. (com- 
his MW miſſion money at five per cent, included) and he informs me, 
n- dat he has orders to demand the payment in hard money, 
le- muſt deſire you to let me know whether this is a determinas 


ton you mean to abide by. 25 5 


Head Suarters, Boſton, January 18, 1778. 

PAROLE, | * RE C. — 4 8 

THE Court whereof Brigadier General Glover was pre- 

78, ¶ dent, appointed by the orders ef the 10th inſtant, to enquire 
iſe into the grounds of a complaint exhibited by Lieutenant Ge- 
in Wieral Burgoyne, againſt Colonel Henley, late commanding 
ſee Moſficer of the American troops at Cambridge, after mature 
ine ¶ eonſideration, are of opinion, that from the evidence offered 
. Won the fide of General Burgoyne againſt Colonel Henley, it 
ay, vill be moſt for the honour of Colonel Henley, as well as for 
ou FW le ſatisfaRtion of all intereſted, that the judgment-ot-a-court 
ake nartial ſhould be taken on his conduct, during his command 
vill Mat Cambridge. The General approving the opinion, of the 
he court, orders, &c. that a ſpecial general court martial ſit on 
ow Tueſday next, at ten o'clock A. M. at the court Houſe in 
Cambridge, for the trial of Colonel David Henley, late com- 


Lieutenant Col. Col MAN, Captain SEWA LL, 
Lieutenant Col. BadLam, Captain HasTinGs, 
| Members, 
f 2 Lieu- 


nee nanding officer at that poſt, accuſed by Lieutenant. General 
e- Burgoyne of a general tenor of language and conduct, hei- 
fo © noufly criminal as an officer, and unbecoming a man; of 
ue moſt indecent, violent, vindi ive ſeverity againſt unarmed 
our men, and intentional-murder, Tr 4! 

NY ain bel 's i 
— Brigadier General GL o VER, Preſident. 
m0 Colonel WILSso x, Lieutenant Col. PopkiN, 
me Colonel M. Jacxson, Major Cx r Is, AH 
al- Colonel Lee, 1 Captain RANDALL; 
uh Colofel:H.Jacxson, Captain/LANGDON, + /,,,/ 
her , 
ion 
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APPEN-DIY TO-THE 
Lieutenant Colonel Tudor is defired to ct as judge advo- 
cate. All evidences and perſons concerned to attend the 


Court. Rs 1 | 

. Extract from general order, 
e, J. Lzirn, P. A. G. ff 
.- +STR,. Pied Nuarters, Beſtan, Fan; 18, 1178. > 
- YOUR favour of yeſterday's date, came to hand ſo late the t 
laſt evening, that it was impracticable to return you an 4 
___ anſwer, { accounts with you, Sir, mult be ſe and 
paid in manner as is expreſſe d in my letter of the zd inſtant, WM © 
as I am explicitly directed to to ſetile chem, I beg leave to. 

refer your Excellency to that my letter. 

. "You will pleaſe to ſend down, under cover, all ſuch letters IL. 
and papers as are intended to be forwarded by Mr. Chark to p 
Str William Howe, or others, as I choſe rather to fee them 
myſelf than refer the inſpection of them to any other officer. U. 
Tue letters and papers ſhall be returned this evening, if I ch 
receive them in ſeaſon, or' garly to-morrow moraing, by Cap- in 
tai Gooch, who is to accompany Mr, Clark; 1 have ſent Ne 
up his parole. His paſſpert will be ſent by Captain Gooch, MW th 
I am content, that the officer who is to proceed to Generali co 


Bates, ſhould iet out with Mr. Clark. His letters and papers 
muſt be ſent down this day for inſpection. If your Excel- te. 


flency:will pleaſe to ſend his name, a parole and paſſport (hall m 
be ſent up. | . 

That part of your letter, reſpecting the names and de- 
deriptzons of the troops, I will anſwer apart, that Mr. 


Clark may not be detained by lengthening this. | Li 


Colonel Chace's charging commiſſions was unknown to me 


and is to be faken out of tlie account. But as Major Hop- 5 


Kings, and ſeveral other aſſiſtants in that department, have 
been ſoleiy employed in iſerving your troops ſince at Cam- 


N bridge, doubt not, but you will think it reaſonable that} ſpe 
you ſhould pay them. This, however, is a matter of ſo lit- of 


tle importance, as not to be worthy of diſpute. the 

211 304 4 1 4 2] am, , 
| Vour Excellency's _ » nat 
197198 01594 389.95 1, Sthotobedicat feryiihty un 
Lieutenant General Burgoyne, W. HZATn up 
0: L258 1 2 1 & 3. 1 | WI 
| ne C1 de: 


Slg vi 


with, you will give the matter farther conſideration and far- 
| 4 
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4 Head DPuarters, Boflon, Fan. 10, 1978. 
* YOUR packet of 1 wen 7 hande — 
the laſt evening per Colonel Keith, I think that the ſecond 
paragraph of your letter to Sir William Howe, does not Rand 
quite fairly expreſſed, You are pleaſed to ſtate jt, that y 
are to pay the accounts in gold or filver, or yourſelf 4a) 
troops be detained... I think it would be but juſt to have in- 
ſerted or; replace - the proviſions and neceſſaries, with which, yaur 
troops have been ſupplied, which is the node, in which I inf 
ed you, your accounts were to be ſettled, and I muſt Fe 
jon to make that addition in your letter. 5 
I find among che letters one wrote by Colonel Kingſton to 
Lord Hargourt,, which I haye detained, I ſhall ever take 
pleaſure in gratifyiug any officer, when I can do it conſiſt 
with the honour an ny of my country; and thoſe 
tlemen who write ſhould be very cautious what expre 
they make uſe of! and although the exceptional expreſſione 
in Colonel. Kingſton's letter are rather oblique than ditect, 
yet they are ſo much pointed, that I am not certain 17 er 
Rö 


canſider farther. 


As I am informed, your Excellency is deſirous that Lieu 4 
tenant J. Vallency ſhould go with Mr. Clark, I ſuppoſe they 
muſt be neceſſarily detained until to-morrow morning. 
am 
Your Excellency's _ a 6 
moſt obedient ſervant, 


Lieutenant General Burgoyne. W. HRA TH. 


% | 
# 0 1 


» 


3 R, Head Quarters, Boſton, Jan, 31, 17 78. 


THAT part of your letter of the 17th inſtant, which, re- 
ſpected the taking, the names and deſeriptions of the ſoldiery 
of the Convention, I informed your Excellency in mine of 
the 18th, I would anſwer apart. to 

You are pleaſed to obſerve, that in regard to giving the 
names, ſize, &c, &c. your opinion not being changed, you are 
under the neceflity of referring me to your former letter 
upon that ſubject; but at the ſame time aſſure me, that if I 
will point out to you the inſtances I alluded to, where ſimilar 
demands have been made by Britiſh officers, and complied 


ther 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
( 


APPENDIX TO THE 
ther anſwer, and then conclude, that © in Canada I know the 
caſe, was directly the reverſe,” ,.- m2 Novi. 
FR 'N your Excellency appears inclined to appeal to the con- 
duct of the officers ip nada, I will give you an inſtance, 


and a recent one too, from that quarter, which, I think, will 
be fully ſufficient without mentioning others. The Ameri- 
can officers and ſoldiers, taken by the army wary” com- 
mand at and near Ticonderoga, and ſent down to Canada, are 
now returned home under parole. Their treatment was as 
follows, which I have from a Captain Walcott of Colonel 
Marſhall's regiment. When they got to Quebec, the officers 
gave their paroles, and directly afterwards they were all ſent 
on board the men of war indiicriminately with the privates, 
and were told by the officers on board, that they knew no 
difference between them, as they looked upon the government 
"that made them to be nothing; and before they were ſent 
Name, the following deſcriptions were taken of the ſoldiery, 
Vit their names, the province, county, and town they be- 
longed to, age, fize, and complexion—officers and men being 
igtermixed together had two thirds of a ration = day; with- 
ont, diſtinction. After mentioning theſe inſtances, Sir, I 
Hope you will have no farther objection in complying with 
the requiſition . ſent you, for taking the defcriptions of the 


1 * - 


voops of the Convention. 


20.0.0, | 
„„ „Tour Excellency's ; ( 
1 | | — obedient ſervant, 
ieutenant Gen, Burgoyne. W. HEAT. 


TA REN 


SIX, Head Quarters, Boſton, Fan. 22, 1778. 

I HAVE: xepeatedly mentioned to you verbally, a jealouſy 

and uneafineſs in the minds of the people, on account of an 
"apprehenſion, that there are in the hands of your officers a 
number of fuſees; for my own part, I have no apprehenſion 
of an ill uſe being made of them; but the minds of the 
; sought moſt certainly to be made eaſy, which will not 
be, until they are fatisfied that the arms are collected and de- 
pqlited. And as your Excellency has repeatedly aſſured me, 
-that they ſhould be collected and put into my hands, I muſt 
that it be. done immediately, and would propoſe, 
that a label be fixed to the guard of cach piece, with the 
" number, together with the officer's name, rank, and regiment, 
2 uch hal be entered on a ſchedule; the arms then put = 
72 55 1 a cheſt, 


* 
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a cheſt, and delivered to ſuch officer as I ſhall appoint, ”T: 
will give my honour for the return of them, when the officers, 
reſpectively embark. A copy of the ſchedule to be left! in 
ne hands of ſuch officer as you may order. 

„As I conceive this to be but rkſonuble, [ defire a cm- 


pliance may not be delayed. F 
"5 en Jou, Sir, on the al. artival of your wa 
ney, ! | 
Lam; * TO CET 


Your Excellency's $ 
| obedient ſervant, 
Lieutenant General Burgeyne. | W. H Arn. 


81 R, Cambridge, Jon 24 1778. 

I SHOULD have anſwered your letters received the day 
before yeſterday ſooner, but the buſineſs of the court martial 
bas taken up my whole time. The officersꝰ fuſees have been 
ordered in; they will be ſafely kept at my quarters, and I will 
be reſponſible for their not being returned to'the officers, 
while they remain here, Theſe fuſees are no part of the 
public ſtores, they are private property; if you make a point 
of their being given into your cuſtody, I mwſt' beg a little 
time to reflect upon it, 

With reſpe& to the other matter concerning the perſbazt 
deſcriptions of the troops, I muſt give it ſerious conſideration, 
and I conceive the delay cannot be attended with any diſa 
pointment, as — time before the embarkation will equaBy 


anſwer the purpole for _ you require, 
I am, 
SIR, 
. Your moſt obedient Sen, 
Mayor General Heath, J. Bux o Nx. 


1 
— 


EXTRACT FROM GENERAL ORDERS. 


Head Dnarters, Boſton, Fan. a8, 1778. 

" COMPLAINT bas becn made to the General, that tome 
of the officers of the Convention have ſet up a billiard table 
in an houſe near the centre of the town of Cambridge, and 
that company is frequently there at very unſeafonable hours, 
to the diſquĩetude and uneaſineſs of the inhabitants. The 


e means not to prohibit innocent diverſions to thoſe 


officers, 


* 


APFENDIYX TO THE 


officers, hu forbids the exerciſe of them at thoſe: hours that Wl th 

chere ae 70! boch nt % I :124vy 

; Alt: officers of the Convention are to be at their qt T I 

and not to be abroad after nine o'clock in the evening, unleis Ml»: 
on ſome very ſpecial oceaſton, and chen not without expreſs 
leave in writing from the commandant of the poſt ; trig 
obedience is expeRed to this order. The patroles are to take 
up ſuch as are found contrary thereto, and report them ta the 

commandant, who will tranſmit ſuch report to the general. | 

IR  * T.Kzrirn, D. A. G. to 


* 


SIR, Head Quarters, Boſton, Fan. 30, 1778. 

I SHOULD have anſwered yours of the 24th ſooner, but 
a multiplicity of buſineſs has prevented. . 
As J obſerved to your Excellency, in mine of the 22d in- ] 
ſtant, that I had no apprehenſion myfetf of an ill uſe being Co 
made of the officers? fuſees; but that it was to ſatisfy the MW 1 
miads of the » people, who were uneaſy, that I defired they 
might'be coll and depofited; and although your declaring 
that you will be reſponſible for their not being returned to the 
officers, white they remain here, would ſatisfy. my ſelf, yet 
you ſo well know mankind, that I need not obſerve to you, 
that it would not ſatisfy the people, and I am confident, that 
1 will be both for the comfort of your mind and my own, 
16 have them depoſited, as I propoſed to you, and you may 
be affured, that private property will ever be held moſt ſacred IF / 
by- me, I — therefore deſire, that you would depoſit WF 4 
them agreeable to my propoſal, as ſoon as may be, 
gs to the [perſonal deſcriptions of the troops, I conceive 
that there is more leiſure to take them now, than in the you y 
that win — ariſe juſt before the * embark, and 


INCLOSED is a reſolve of the honourable Continen- 
tal Congreſs, hich I received per expreſs the laft evening. 
As this: reſolve will cauſe your continuance wich us longer 
* than 


ſubmit to you whether it will not be leſs embatraſſing to 2 
ä I am quef 
I = the « 

SIR, 4 + 

Your moſt obedient ſervant, * 
Lienti Gen. Bar goyne. W. Hr ATR. ¶ mat 
KiGA Lak 0 6 > Tal 1 me 
SIR. Head. Quarters, Beſton, Feb. 4, 1776. Lim 
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than was expected, you may be aſſured, Sir, that no endea- 
yours of mine ſhall be wanting to make your ſituation a8 


; WH agreeable as poſſible, 7 7 

3 2 , + 78 Lam, \ $17 vs 7.077 iy ca;aﬀf 
$ \ Your Excellency's moſt obedient ſervant, ,, _ 
i © Lieut, Gen. Rurgeyne. W. HEATH. 
[ 9 * 5 476 4 = - 

8 


The reſolution of the Congreſs, with the papers relative 
to it, are already printed in the Parliamentary Regiſter, Se- 
the Debates of the Houſe of Commons for 1778, from Page 
204 to Page 217.] x | 


It L# 1 
SIR, | | February 4, 1778. 
* I HAVE the favour of your letter, and the reſolves of 
g Congreſs incloſed. 11 | 3 =o 
10 I propoſe ſending an officer, with a letter to Congreſs, upon 
y the ſubject of thoſe reſolves, the day after to-morrow, and 
ges che fayour of you to appoint ſome officer or other proper 
e perſon to conduct him. 4.404 
et I likewiſe think it right Lord Howe ſhould be acquainted 
a, with theſe reſolutions, and therefore you will pleaſe to name 
at W ſuch perſon as you think proper to conduct an officer of mine 


to his Lordſhip with a copy of the reſolves, and would wiſh this 
4 gentleman might ſet out to-morrow morning. dk |: 


al 234 hind I am, SIR, Ke. 
> . Maj. Cen. Heath, 8 " J. 8. 

| * 0 „ 10 13401 
2 STR, Head- Quarters, Baſton, Feb. 4, 1998. 


7 YOUR favour of this day's date 1 have juſt received,” 1 
have no objection to your ſending an officer to Congreſs, und 
will appoint a perſon to conduct him, agreeable to your re- 
queſt, but fear they will ſcarcely be able to proceed ſo ſoon'as 
the day after to-morrow, . 

I am ſorry that I cannot grant your requeſt of ſending to 
Lord Howe ſo ſoon as you with, 18 Tust firſt certify Congreſs 
He Bf that I have delivered you the reſolve, before I conſent to your 
* I tranſmitting it to any public officer. | 

Your letter to the honourable Meſirs. Hancock and Adams 


78. 1 immedi ly tranſmitted to them. A | 

* a F ' 'I am, SIR, OODJNUYL!. 
8, 2 4 Tour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
a " Lieut, Gin, Burgoyne, W. HzaTH. 


: re 
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"OTE I. „ bebe Chmbe Me: Bib. 6, 1778. 
1 HAVE the uber of your letter, in which you ſay you 

could ao furniſh an officer to go wich 1 * wn me 

to Congreſs ſo ſoon 35 to-day, | | 

TY afk it af a favour of you to' ee matter; wo let 

— know how ſoon a gentle man from you will be ready for 


urney. am, SIR, &c: "Sts 
% Gen. Heath. (Signed) J. B. 
SIR, Head. Duarters, Bolton, Feb. 6, 1778. 


YOUR favour of this date is juſt come to hand. A gen- 
tleman is now ready, agreeable to your requeſt, to attend 
our officer to Congreſs, and might proceed to-morrow morn- 
ing; but, as my diſpatches cannet be compleated, I muſt de- 
tain him until Sunday rr Fa when he ſhall proceed as 
early as you pleaſe. 
; You will pleafe to tranſmit me the name of the officer 
whom vo propoſe to ſend, that a paſſport, parole, &c. may 
be prepared. I am, SIR, 
Your obedient ſervant, 


. Gen. Burgeyne. 9 W. HEATH. 


1 8 - 


„ln. e Due 


Beſlon, Feb. 6, 1778. 

FOGLD not ave failed W to have returned an 

Anler to your letter, which was brought to me the preceding 

| evening, had it not been for the violence of a diſorder which 

9 ſeized me near a week before; that diſorder ſtill continues 

to ante mt much, and prevents my ſeeing any one but my phy- 

ſician, or doing any buſineſs, even of the moſt trifling nature. 

Under ſuch eircumſtantes, you will excuſe me, if I de- 

clip to engage with ybu in converſation upon a ſubject in 

heck you ik the general cauſe of humanity, and poſſiby 
— eſſential intereſts of both our countries, are concerned. 

I have the honour to be, 


aer AOL pri ney”) SIR, 
Win AOFM: cb. - Your moſt humble 2 
kel Gen. Burgoyne. 5 ng 8. Ab Aut. 


| Curie Feb, 1778, 
of F400 I received your aner. yeſterday 200 


| Thad Andte from Mr. Hancock, that informed me I ſhould 
bay 


h 
n 
b 
2 
2 
ai 
d 
ti 
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have the honour of ſeeing bim, this day, if bis health per- 
mitted, otherwiſe on Monday next. I take for granted the 
bad neſs of the weather will make uit Monday.  Impatient as 
am to forward my difpach to Congreſs, you will readily con- 
ceive my wiſh to poſtpone it till atter that ; iuterview., M 

nid de camp, Mr: Walford, ſhall be ready to ſet. out on Tue. 
day morning, and I beg the engagement may hold for that 
time, at all events. „Lam, SIR, &. . 
aj. Gen. Heat. . Bo 


A S I R, r Head. Quarters, Boſtan, Feb. Ty 1778. 
YOUR favour of this date. is juſt come to hand. I moſt 
readily conſent to the poſt poning Mr. Wilford's journey un- 
til Tueſday morning. | yn. ae 
| F have this moment received ſeveral letters from Providence, 
which I do myſelf the pleaſure to incloſe. 


I am, SIR, 
Your obedieat humble ſervant, 
Lieut. Cen. Burgoyne, | , k W. HEATH. 
; .48*] N, WM Head- Quarters, B:ſton, Feb. 12, 1778. 


I HAVE juft received a complaint againſt a Captain Ather- 
ton belonging to the troops of the Conventjon. I am in- 
formed, es the complaint was exhibited, that he had de - 
cleared he has not ſigned his parole. I. deſire to be informed, 
immediately, why this officer. has not ſigned his parole, aftet 
its de ing left at Cambridge ſo long a time, for that purpoſe ; 
and aſſo whether there are any other officers. belonging to the 
troops of the Convention who have not given their parole, and 
the reaſon for their neglect. Sled 


Se, Gl... as 

Your obedient fervant, 
Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne. W. HEATH, 
SIR, Cambridge, Feb. 12, 1778. 


I HAVE received your letter of this day's date, conceived 
in terms more abrupt and peremptory that I ſhould have ima- 
gined the occaſion required, relative to a complaint to you, 
not ſpecifying of what nature, ** againſt a Captain Atherton 
of the troops of the Convention,” 

I know of no ſuch officer in this army à a Captain 
Atherton, 

8 2 If 


APPENDIX TO THE 


If you mean Mr. Atherton the provoſt, ſhould he not have 
iven his parole, you profeſs to have the authority, and, by fa- 
experience, you know you have the means, to puniſh any 

delinquent upon whom you ſhall fix or ſuppoſe a fault. 

I defire to be excuſed from giving any-realons' why perſons 

have not ſigned a parole; Britiſh -officers not protefiing to 

have any controul over the conſcience. 

I know of no officers, properly ſo called (what the com- 
miſſariate may have done I cannot .fay) Who have refuſed, 
except the three gentlemen whoſe names were left here by 
Major Sweaſy, viz. Captain Jones, Lieutenant Spencer, and 
'Enſign Forſter, of the 24th regiment. I take this occaſion 
to inform vou they fill. perſevere in their refuſal.” The act 
is their own, and it is for you to take the courſe you may 
think proper. | 
. Gen. Heath. (Signed) J. B. 


EXTRACT FROM GENERAL ORDERS. 


Head Duarters, Boſton, Feb. 14, 1778. 

' A COURT of Enquiry to fit at Cambridge on Monday 
next, at ten o'clock (A. M.) at ſuch place as the preſident 
' ſhall appoint, to examine into the grounds of ſeveral com- 
plaints which will be laid before them; in particular, a com- 
laint of Mr. William Warren againſt Captain Atherton, a 
ritiſh officer, for threatening his perſon, ſcandalizing the 
country, and going beyond the limits aſſigned the officers— 
The reafon # x ſoldier of the guards pricking or ſtabbing a 
Britiſh ſaldier, in attempting to make his eſcape, on Saturday 
the 7th inſtant, on Proſpect Hill-A complaint of Lieute- 
nant Wilkinſon of the 62d regiment, Britiſh, of abuſe offered 
to him on the evening of the 8th ult. by Serjeant Sweat 
end a party of Colonel Brooke's regiment of guards—A com- Coc 
plaint of Captain Sweatenham, a Britiſh officer, of abuſe te- 
ceived on the 4th of January, going to the barracks, and alſo that 
of his conduct towards the {entry near the commiſlary's ſtore, to tl 
and whether he had any ſpecial written permiſſion for being 7 
out that night after the time ſtipulated in his parole for his lutie 
being in quarters And a complaint of Mr. Ephraim yl 
Mullet againſt Enſign Gwin, a Britiſh officer, for following dete 
him with a drawn bayonet, to be his death, alſo ſwearing to © d 
burn his father's houſe, | | 


Col. 1 


9 


e e I. of. Mor do GP... 


CANADA PAPERS. 


r 2 Preſident. 1 
| Col; Werpz Captain — 
at enz Captain HALL. ** 

: „een 


Captain Waſhburn toad as judge Advocate-—all ee 
and perſons conte rned tc attend the court. 


J. KerTH, D. A. G. 
my 2 f Bri ſent 14th February to 
123 


Brigade Kirkman to com- 


I 1 R, | Cambridge, March 8th, 3 
- HAVING juſt now e through your hands, a letter 
foouy Captain Dalrymple, commanding the, Juno frigate, 
dated Cape Cod Harbour, 4th March 1778, and informing 
me that 8930 tonnage of tranſport 1s arrived under his or- 
ders, to convey the troops of the Convention to England, I 
requeſt to be informed what part you mean to take in regard to the 
embarkation, 
I ſhall be obliged to you for your . as ſoon as 
Sy be, becauſe in conſequence of your determination 1 
defire your affiſtance to convey an open letter to Cap- 
tain Dalrymple. 


©. 


I am, > 3a 4 ne 
8 IR, is 
T Vour moſt obedient ſervant, 
To Major Gen, Heath, ©, fo, " 
9 * Head Quarters, 2 March 8, 1 778. 


YOURS of this date is juſt come to hand, in which [qu 
obſerve that 8930 tonnage of tranſport is arrived at 
Cod under the orders of Captain Dalrymple, deßgned to 
convey the troops of the Convention to England, anck requeſt 
that I would inform you what part I mean to take in regard 
to the embarkation, 

As the honourable Congreſs were pleaſed by their relo- 
Jutions of the 8th of January laſt (copy of which, I did 
myſelf. the honour to tranſmit to your Excellency) fully to 
determine that matter, I can take no other part than ſuch 
as they are pleaſed to point, out as my duty, to which I 


mall ſtrictly conform. Any afliſtance in my power in con- 


mr | veying 


2 w 2 — * . 
— —Uö4ü — - - — 


* 
8 
ren 


— — — - 
— 


— 
— 


— 


_ — - —— — -< f 4 
* ** Y _——_ - 7 > - —_— . - a + 
IT»... * — ; — _ — 4 
n 2 — 1 


— — — ũ — — 
% _ — 
* 
P 
— — — 


r 


2 — — 


% 


APPT 1 1 X TOY HE 


veying your letter to Captai in Dähymple ſhall be moſt 
chea We 5. 7 . „ 
r 


| | 3 D Weh Ar, — 
Litut. Sen. Burgoyne, l 3 „H Arn. P. 
ko did. 0 44 #% + Gn 


* 


* 


th 
STR, * > Cambridge, March'q1h, 1778. © 
FINDING by your anfwer to mine of yeſterday, that MW m 
you can take no other part at preſent than fuch as the Con- 
greſs pointed out in their reſolution of 8th January; I have 
to regueſt you to convey the packet tranſmitted herewith, 
as ſoon as may be to the officer commanding - the flag of : 
truce, in order that he my return with it dn board the L. 
Juno. As you conſented ſome days paſt to my ſending 
to Lord Howe, copies of the reſolutions of Congreſs, and 
of my diſpatches in anſwer, I conclude, Sir, you can 
have no objection to my ſending duplicates, one by ſea, 
the other by the exchanged officers who are to go by land. 
You will have oblerved in Captain Dalrymple's ſetter to 
me, that he has many private letters for ine and for the 
army in his poſſeſſion; I ſhodld hope you would permit e 
them to be delivered unopened; I admit there weuld be 2 
an impropriety in making the ſame requeſt: reſpeUting" letters 
to pais from hence, but as no intelligence we can receive, 


can in our preſent ſituation poſſibly affect the intereſt of the 
America, you have it in your power to lay this army under ord 
gbligation for me of the greateſt pleaſure of life, chat off for 
hearing from thei? friends. and 
Whatever may be your determination in this 85 1 
beg you to take the trouble of fighifying it by a line to eo 


Captain Dalrymple, whom I have defired to be directed the 
by it. | _—_ OY 
* | I am, ; 
SIR, | 
Your moſt obedient ſervant,” 


. Maj General Heath. J. BUKXCoYNE. 


3 Head — Beſton, May gth, 1778 

I OBSERVED on the lift of tranſports which paſſec 

through my hands to your Excellency on yeſterday, that + 
large quantity of flour was on board ſome of the — 1 
apy | 


Cape Cod, and perhaps a large quantity of other proviſions 
may be on board alſo. | 
As your Excellency has complained of the high price of 

proviſions here, if it is in your power to take out thoſe 
praviſipng for the uſe of the troops of the Convention, and 
think a ſaving may be made in the expence of fupplics to 
Great Britain thereby, I thall have no objection to your 
doing of it, and will afford you as much aſſiſtance as you 
may ſtand in need of to get them up. | 

| ; I am, 

SIR, | 
Your moſt obedient, 

„ . humble ſervant, | 

Licut, Gen, Burgpynt, W. HE ATR. 


ſt 


8 IR, Head Quarters, Boſton, March 16th, 1778. 
IN mine of the 22d January laſt, I obſerved to your 
Excallency, as I had done repeatedly before yerbally, the 
jealouſy re- > ſubſiſted he minds of the 
people reſpecting the offieers fuzees, and did therein propoſe 
to you that they. ibould be put into the hands of ſuch * 2 
28 T ſhould appoint to receive them, and pledged my honour 
that they ſhould be ſafe kept, and returned to the officers to 
whom. they belong; you was plealcd to obſerve in yours of 
the 24th of che ſame month, that the officers fuzees were 
ordered to your quarters, and that you would be reſponſible 
for their not being returned to them while they remain here; 
and in mine of the goth, 1 obſerved that ſuch a pledge would 
ſatisfy. me, but that it would not ſatisfy the minds of the 
people. Their uneaſineſs has increaſed, and at length led 
the. General Aſſembly to make a repreſentation to me, by 
which I am conſtrained to deſire your: Excellency to put 
them into the hands of Major Pollard, my aid-de-camp, 
whom I have appointed to receive them in the manner pro- 
poſed in mine of the 22d January; and I again pledge my 
honour for the ſafe keeping and return of them, agreeable to 
my promiſe in that letter. I aſſure myſelf that under theſe 
circumſtances you will not hefitate a moment depoſiting of 
them, or think my preſſing this matter is in the leaſt un- 


reaſonable. Innen 

end f i „ Mop Kxedlency's fr 

1145 5294 2. 3. ..: matt obedient ſervant, PIs: 
A Lieut. Gen, Burgeync. W. HEATH. 


SIR, 


APPENDIYX TOT HE 


SIR, _ Had Sterters, Brfton, March 17 b, 1578. 


THE General Aſſembly of the State of Maſſachuſet's 
Bay having by their reſolve of the 13th inſtant, expreſſed 
their apprehenſions that there is great reaſon to ſuſpect that 
ſome conſiderable part of the troops of the Convention have 
by ſome means ſupplied themſelves with fire - arms, and that 
there is a neceffity that the matter ſhould be immediately 
examined into, and ſuch meaſures purſued as may ſecure the 
ſafety of the State in that reſpect. 

In order, therefore, that the requeſt of the General Aſ- 
ſembly may be carried into execution, you will pleaſe to- 
morrow at ten o'clock, A. M. to make a ſtrict ſearch in all 
the barracks occupied by the Britiſh and Foreign troops. on 
Proſpect and Winter Hills. If any fuzees belonging to the 


officers ſhould be found in any of the barracks, they are not 


to be taken away, the officer's name and rank to whom they 
and the barrack and room where tbey are found, are 
to be taken down in writing; but if any muſkets are found 
in the barracks with the private men, they are to be taken 
1nto cuſtody, and a receipt given to the perſon who claims 
— 2 fair entry made of the perſon's name and arms 
in a A ä 855 
You will pleaſe to conduct this matter with great pro- 
piety and good order ; no inſult or abuſe is to be offered. 
guards are to behave in a ſoldier-like manner, you will 
order the whole garriſon to be under arms on their parades, 
and ſo to remain until the ſearch is over. — 

You will keep the matter à profound ſecret until you 
have made your diſpoſition for the ſearch, you will then wait 
on General Burgoyne, and acquaint him with your orden, 
and then proceed and make your ſearch. The ſearch is to 


be carefully made in the barracks and ſuch places as are moſt 


likely to have arms concealed; but you are not to ſearch 


che baggage. For all which this ſhall be your ſufficient 


warrant. | | 
©? UItatd ts 5 > 1 gi )- $61 374 At 
-Lieat, Col. Keith, D. A. G. 0 W. Hearn, M. G. . 


- LIEVTENANT Colonel Keith, Deputy Adjutant Ge- 
neral to the Proyincials, after ſearching all the barracks, 
made a report to General Burgoyne that there were neither 
fire-arms nor officers fuzees in any of the barracks occupied 


3 by: -. 
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r the Engliſh troops, and only a few fupees, about ten, he. 
„ee ee the vie te fd. re bythe Gore 


's nan troops. / | 
d ne, ii Mareb, 1778. 

at , eee ee ; 
ve . e OBO) 24 bo at. 


| 03.26, HOST 2415 „ eee AAR af. 
at Y-— SER + +74 Cambridee, Merch 11th, 1778. 
ly MW. HAVE tbe favour of yours of March zöth, reſpecting 
he che delivery of the officers fuzees into your hands; I ac» 
knowledge that the application hasy-been repeatedly made, 
\- Wand my anſwer has been uniform, that a ſurrender: of this 
o- property ſhoulg be made to the public tranquility whenever 
all W you wade Þ point of it. Since the goth January, when the 
on laſt letter upon this ſubject paſſed, I really imagined that 
he W the people had reſumed ſufficient confidence in their own 
ot Arength to be free from-apprehenſion, and that no perſon 
ey [would preſs 4 meaſure that marked ſo uncommon, and per- 
re nit me / to add, as it applies not in the remoteſt degree to 
nd yourſelf, fo indecent a want of truft in the parole of the 
Sritifh-0ficers,-2nd particularly of myſelf who had anſwered 
ms or the care of them „„ rh Rs 
„ ſtill adhore to my former line of conduct, and whenever 
Major Pollard or any other officer ſhall come to my 
D they ſhall be ſhewn the place where theſe 
ums att {depoſited (I thiak they amount to about forty, 
ruſty and without locks) and I: aſſure you no obſtruction 
es, hall be given to their being carried away, but the trouble 
of marking the ſeveral officers names will be unneceſſaty, 
ou ff believe no. officer means ever to receive them again-. 
all I am, | 7 2DEM 27K 
ers, ie 1% tea 
Nas!“ Voyr moſt obedient ſervant, 


to + IITEYY | 
an May. Gen, Heuth (Signed) * J,BURGOYNE, / 
rc . 
ent | 


8 LR, - Head Btarters, Boſton, March 18thj 1778. 

I HAVE received a reſolve of the two Houſes of Aﬀembly 
of this Sta te, poſſed on the 1 3th inſtant, in whick is the fol- 
lowing paragraph, | I 

c. Where» there is great reaſon to ſuſpect that ſome con- 
fiderable part of the troops of the Convention have by ſome 
means ſ{ppplicd*-themſelves with fire arms, it i therefare 
nedeſſury inquiry be made thereims 5 3t is therefore defared 
mat the Council fignify to 883 che ae 


\ 


| 
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chat matter being immediately examined, and ſuch meaſutes fl of 
purſued by him as may ſecure the ſafety of this State in that Wl ® 
reſpect.“ . $i 10 nd. 4 (15? 9813 1571 fr 
In conſequence of the foregoing, I have directed Lieute- WM th 
nant Celona Keith to make a — the barracks Wd 
this morning, in order that the General Aſſembly and peo- Wl 9 
ple may be fatisfied, and all ſuſpicion removed. As theſe un 
are the only motives for the fear, I flatter myſelf that it will 
not give you umbrage, ee. -Wthe 
324827, 17 1335915) em; the 
ne nee e LVour Excellency's Ge 
| obedient ſervant, | ho 
Lin Cen. Burgepnc. W. Harn. 
* $32 3 . ; Ma 

SIR Cambridge, March 18th, 1778 


, 

COLONEL Keith delivered to me your favour of thi 
day, containing a reſolve of the two Houſes of Aſſembly 
and he hkewiſe communicated to me your warrant for hi 
proceedings He will inform you that he met with nc 

ruction, but on the contrary, every attention and afhſt 
"ance to facilitate the viſionary purſuit upon which he w 


£22 fe wouds-bofaperfivous and uncivil towards- you, Sir, tc 
comment upon an act which is not your own. I ſhall on 
Say I have been lately too much habituated to extraordina 
events, to feel - furprize or agitation at any, and in" the 
preſent" inſtance, I fincerely aſſure you, I myſelf muct 


mere incli ned to ſmile than to take umbrage. reſ 
I am, of | 
1209 21 5 . D IR, ] 
5 Your moſt obedient ſervant, 

J. BuzGoyNE. 
SIR, 3D Cambridge, March 19th, 1110 . 
175 MR. Wilford; my aid-de-camp, is juſt now returned; . 
dave the honour to tranſmit to you copies of all the reſolve} W 
of the Congreſs that I have received. 21 rep 
As the Congreſs have been ſo obliging to leave me a laF} © 
22ide; fer the place of embarkation, I propoſe to go bi che 
Rhode Iſfand, and ſhall requeſt your to ſet ouff o 


with my family in about three days. In the mean time 
Sir, 1 Mould be obliged to you if you „ 
5 office: 


T6441 
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rev officer commanding the flag of truce to come on ſhore for 
at il few hours. By converſation with him upon the provi- 
ton in the tranſport, the means of landing it, ſhould it be 
te- thought proper, and the expediency of ſparing it from the 
cks WM ibips, à great deal of time might be ſaved, and conveniencies 
o- v our mutual account might enſue; I mean the officer to be 
eſe ander parole not to convey any unopened letters. 
vil I have reaſon to believe there is a military cheſt on board 
e Juno for the uſe of theſe troops, 1 requeſt to know whe- 
ther you will permit it to be landed and delivered to Major 
General Phillips, parole being given that there are no letters 
nor other papers-therein contained, 
K J ſhall be obliged to you for an anſwer to this as ſoon: as 


ambricgs or Boſton, as you pay think proper, 


SIR, &c. 
J. neee 


75 Major General Heath. 


bo Congreſs, March 2d, 7578. 
- THE committee, to whom the letter from Lieutenagt 


the 11th. February, No. I, with the papers incloſed was re- 
ferred, report 
That they have carefully peruſed and dul  confidered 
the letter and papers, and are of opinion, that g-therein 

contained is ſufficient to induce Congreſs to recede — — 

3 That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 
| | Extra from the Minutes. 

g. PE N CHA. THOMP8ON, Sec. 


reſolves of the 8th of January laſt, — the Con 


of Saratoga,” Whereupon 


In Congreſs, March 36, 1778. 
| TUE — ey to whom the letter from Lieutenant 
Wilford, aid-de-camp to Genera Burgeyne, was. . 
report, 
That Lieutenant Wilford de permitted, 7 to 
the board of war, duplicates of the papers by him preſented 
to Congreſs, and that the board be directed <4 forward them 
to General Waſhington, to be tranſmitted by a flag to Ge- 
dan. r ee delay; but | they Lieutenant Wiongbe 


__ and ſhould with alſo to have an interview with vou 
at 


General Burgoyne to the preſident of the Congreſs, dated 


r 


= — — — 


4222 


: - » 
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nat permitted perſonally to en .the duplicates - 3 
. Washington on General- Howe... 
* That Congreſs agree. to the repor.of the com-: 
e * . Wine th -4 TY. 
=A Extract from the Miene: (28 
(A ring Copy) * TroMP4ony fee. 
Heratio Gat, dojo Gen uu cane 4% 15 


4 


EE gommittes, 10 whom was referred the letter No. 2. 
from Lieutenant General Burgoyne, February Iich, with a. 
paper iucloſed, brought in a report, which "itt alen into 
canhderatione 1 Whbereupon 16. 

Reſolved, That Lieutenant, Gancral — on ac- 
count of his ill - ſtate of health, with the officers of his fa- 
mily and his ſervants, be permitted to embark for Great 
Britain; that General Heath furniſh. the neceſſary paſſ- 
ports, accepting a parole from Lieutenant General Bur- 
gone, Lieutenant Colonel Kingſton, and Doctor Wood, 

that ſhould the embarkationof the troops of the Convention 
of Haratogn be by any means prolonged beyond the time 
apprehended, thoſe officers will return to America upon 
demand and due notice given, and will deliver themſelves 
imto the power of Congreſs, unleſs regularly exchanged. ? 
i-Refolved, That Captain Wille of the ith regiment - be 

with 2a paſſport to retura to Canada hy way of 
ifax in Nova Scotia, under the reſtriction of the parole 

r Cnnadian troops is the Convention of Barmogay 
1 he ſhall be regularly exchanged.  _ ./ 

Reſolved, That | it is not-expedient. to grant the: paſſports 
requeſted by General Burgoyne for Captain Vigors of the 
29\bygment; Iacutenant Wheat of the 20th, or Lieutenant 
Bibby of the 24th. 


40 Extract from the Minutes. 
e DISA G CMA. Tnourson, Sec. 
ger int % eons! itt mod Y 0 TGT -2 
CEE <OAD PID 4 222 
Verl Town, in ee, 655 Alaeb, 5p. 
i BWothe Ai cat: bie btb Uüant Wiltord on the 26th Fe- 
* — Luteeryed-the: honour of your Excellency's letter 
of:the;/;12 th aft morith;; No- 1, and-upor tho ad inſtant 


another deter: from un Excrilency of- the former: date; 


N 2. theo in due courit: I prevented: to Congreſs, and l 


12.4 s 4 have 


en 


* 
B 
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baba received in charge to tranſmit to your Excellency” this © 
three acts —— which vi be 0 within tlie 
ſent cover. 

iſt, An act of the 2d March, Filming the act of Ja- 
nuary 8th; for#uſpa mo embarkation as the i al 
the Benvention of Saratoga, ** 

2d, An a& of the 3d March for enablin 3 WI 
ford to trantmit certain papers to General Howe, 

Id, An act of the ſame date for grantin paſſports for 
your Extellency with the officers of your Excellency's family, 
and ſervants, to embark' for Great Britain, and for other 

s thereim reſolvec. 1 

Io theſe ſeveral acts, Sir, beg leave particularly to 
refer, as containing all that Congrels have judged neceſſury 
for me to return to your Excellency's letters above recited; / 

'T have the honour to be, unn 

with all proper coafideradon, n 

8 1 R, * 148442 

Vour Excelleney 8 1 OW 

dad. bdbedient and moſt humble ereus 
Hes: Excellency Lieut. Gen. HENRY Laurens, © 
Berg oynt, Cambridge, Maſſachi ſets, Praten of COR 


| * L 4 
| 8 I R, Cambridge, March angle . * 
„SIN CE I had the pleaſure of ſeeing you it has ocettyred” 
. me and General Reideſel, that Captain Willoe goi going 
alifax to Canada, may arrive too late at Quebec to Act 
yent the clothing deſtined for the troops of the Convention 
being ſent to England, upon the belief that they would be 
failed from hence before this time. 


I have therefore to aik you, Sir, whether you hero any | 


objection to grant a paſſport for a German officer to go 
Canada by the Lakes, and return with the cloathin "S by fe fra? 
2 whether you will give ſafe conduct for the ſhips con- 

ying the cloathing and other neceſſaries for the troops of 
— nyention, and for the ſafe delivery of thoſe article 
into the hands of the General nnn thoſe Gong for 
the time being. 

Should you not conſent to a German officer going, I 
have to apply: to you to convey by a flag of truce of your! 
dong a letter for the above purpoſe from me to Sir 
e or general —— man FR 

<4 


Auck che ſecur 


A PP.EN DLX T. o THE 


alſg de glad to know at what. time Captain Willoe is to hold 


* 


Hichſelf In readineſs to embark for Halifax. 


| I Ally ,..-.\. ro | | 192 1 
* 8 — : S I R, 2 a 50 
ns. LTLl.ͤour moſt qbedient ſervant, 
Mag. Gen. Heath, 5 J. Buxcorxx. 


— SEE een ied rota! vals vm 23 ade > v1 2 
SIX, Head Juarters, Boſlon, March 22, 1778. 
IMMEDIATELY upon my return to this place, on Fri- 
day laſt, I forwarded your letters to the Caſtle, to be ſent on 
board the cartel, the wind blowing yeſterday almoſt à hurri- 
cane, no intelligance could be obtained from thence, and al- 
though it ſtill blows freſh, a boat has this moment come u 
(ong o'clock, P, M.). The incloſed js the report which 
ve received from Licutenant Colonel Revere, I very much 
fear, that the ſchooner, called the Lady Waſhington, is ei- 
ther drove on ſhore, and beat to pieces, or out to ſea, in 
which caſe, the hands and guard who were on board, muſt 
periſn. As your letters were on board that ſchooner, they 
Will probably be loſt, I have therefore diſpatched a light 


horſeman to your Excellency, that you may forward new 


diſpatches, without lots of time. Having a copy of your let- 
ter, I have ſent it, that you may ſee what were its contents, 
as'Þ obferved you did not take a copy, The light horſeman 
Will wait for your letters, and 1 will detain the boat until he 
returns. Would aſk the favour, that the encloſed papers may 
be returned by * bearer hereof. +282 
T3404; 44, Bs 


a * * 
25189 — 


r >. >... Your Excellency's | 
„ moſt obedient ſervant, BYE 
Lieut. Gen. B . W. HA ru. 
of De rite bb 

a - a Cambridge, March 22, 1778. 


101.5 myſelf exceedingly obliged by your attention to 
Ka r late diſpatch, and ſhall feel a very ſincere regret, if any 
51s of men is ſuſtained on your part. 5 ee, DENSE, 
I return a new letter, word for word with the old one, and 
Have Quly to fequeſt you will add thereto duplicates of your 


. role to Sa Dalt y mple tor the ſecurity of the tr anſports, 
80 r 
1 


ecurity and conveyance of the money. I. very, much 
th the carcel to be,diſpaiched to-night, and ſhall. hope 19 
ir #, Mens rd 1 „ 24: 101 310 24% 14.4% 


14» 


E02 nom A wo 
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leur from you to-morrow reſpecting my applications by my, 
letter of Friday evening, N ö 

I am, with _ thanks for your laſt favour, 
14 
nnn ö bedient nn „. 
n [Signed] J. B. 


F. S. Mr. Clarke has not yet heard from your Commiſſary. 


28 Cambridge, March, 23, 1778. 
IAM ſorry, ſo ſoon after my laſt diſpatch to Captain Mal- 
ple to trouble you again, but muſt particularly requeſt 

e favour of vou to ſend off the incloſed, without any loſs 
of time; and if you will be fo obliging to order a good fails 
ing boat to go all the way to Cape Cod, I will readily pay any 
expence that may be neceſſary upon that occaſion, ,  _. 


] am, 
SIR, | 5 85 
W Your moſt obedient ſeryant,, / 
Major General Heath, [Signed] J. B. 
SIR, Head Duarters, Boflon, March 23, 1778, 


- YOUR favour of the 20th inftant came ſafe to hand, but 

being exceedingly preſſed with buſineſs, I have not been able 

fooner to anſwer it. | — 
I apprehend that Congreſs could have no more objectiòn to 


Captain Willoe's going to Canada by the way of the Lakes, 


than any other officer, and that as they diſapproved of his 
going, they would equally difapprove of a German. officer's 


going by that rout, I cannot therefore grant your requeſt in 


that reſpect. If your Excellency ſhould think proper to 
write to Sir Guy Carleton, or general commander in Canada, 
I will, with great pleaſure, forward it to the commanding 
officer at Albany, and deſire him, as ſoon as poſſible, to cog- 
vey it by a flag to the firſt poſt in the poſſeſſion of the Brinth 
troops in Canada. , 
I ſhall alfo with pleaſure grant protection to ſuck flag 3s 
may arrive with the clothing and other neceſſaries, for th 
troops of the Convention, and as far as is in my power, | - 
cilirate the delivery of the articles (after proper examina 100) 
into the hands of the commanding officer of the troops of 
the Convention for the time being. Captaia Willoe ſhall, at 
any 
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any time, have his paſſport to procoed to Halifax, but I can- 
not ſay, when a flag will ſail for that place. I have given 
orders for the moſt diligent preparation of accounts for ſet- 
tlement, they will ſoon be ready. Mr. Commiſſary Clarke 


1 E oo — Mr. Commiffary Miller this Gay. 


; ' YourExcellency's 
1 mat obedient ſervant, 
Lieut. Gen. _— W. Hz Th, 
et, 9 22 . 
10 SIR, 0 rarters, Boſton, Merch 26; 1778 
£:THE incloſed I —_— e laſt evening, am exceedingly 


ory 40 find that the fleet have returned to Rhode Iſland, ay 
= arrived this morning, reports to have ſeen them under 


yeſterday. 
l locking over Captain Dalrymple's letter of the 15th 
inſtant, I am at a loſs fr the reaſon of the victuallers re- 
turning to Rhode Iſland with the proviſions, as it appears 
from his letter, that they were deſigned for the troops of the 
Cauvention. The — 5 muſt — ſettled, and 1 ſhall. be 
happy in facilitating them all in my power. 


am, 
CTY I TO Your Excellenty's 
ma 6-51. þ * moſt obedient ſervant, / 
Lias. Gen. Burgeyne. W. HEATH. { 
G32 135 | 
4228 I .. | Philadelphia, Feb. g, 7778. 


BW advices received from Rhode Iſland, tranſmitting w 
— a copy of a letter from General Heath to Lieutenant 
yne (copy of which is incloſed) I am inform- 

ved chat it yore ares 7d rnined to detain General Burgoyne's troops 
i New England, until all demands for their proviſions, and 
other — are {atisfied, and that this 4.4 EIB 
unded, not only upon a requiſition of mine $ 
— be ſent in for the ſubſiſtence of 3 poi- 
ſeſon, and for the purchaſe of other neceſſaries, but upon:2 
+ forgery by my agents, emiſſaries, and abettors, of what are 
called — 2 , bills of credit. This laſt allegation is 100 
-Miberat to deſerve a ſerious anſwer. With. regard- to the 
{ — Iknow not from what expreſſion, in any of my letters 10 
ou, it has been underſtood, that I made: the requiſition ai - 
to. Voukno that the allowance of proviſions — 
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ners from the beginning of my command, has been equal in 
l and quality to what is given to our own troops not on 
ervice. If you had thought this inſufficient, you might have 
directed a farther ſupply from the markets, and were likewiſe 
at liberty to ſend in whatever articles you thought proper from 
the country. The allowance of fuel has been alſo regulated, 
as well as our means would admit, and a fimilar permiſſion 
of purchaſe or ſupply from you, has never been refuſed, 
My letter of the 21ſt of April laſt, explained to you the ex- 
tent afforded to the priſoners ; cloathing, and ſome other ne- 
ceſſaries, they had a right to expect from thoſe who had been 
the occaſion of their being expoſed to the chance of captivity, 
and that idea J have ever underſtood to be mutual. But not- 
withſtanding the remonſtrances I made to you upon that 
int, finding that ſupplies were not ſent in, my humanity 
interpoſed on behalf of the unfortunate men in our poſleffion; 
and on a late repreſentation of their diſtreſs, I permitted in 
this city, the purchaſe of blanketting, and ſuch other neceſ- 
faries as the ſeverity of the winter required, and without 
which they muſt abſolutely have periſhed. 
* Confident, as I am, that you will acknowledge this to be k 
juſt recital of facts, I cannot but think it unneceſſary to ſay 
any thing farther, either upon the cruelty falſely alledged to 
have been exerciſed againſt the priſoners, or the unjuft re- 
flections you have been ſo often induced to tranſmit to me 
upon that head. 
In confideration, however, of the real and * di- 
ſtreſſes of the priſoners on both ſides, as well as to put an end 
to all fruitleſs altercation on the ſubject, 1 ſhall conſent to an 
immediate exchange of all priſoners now in our poſſeſſion, as 
well officers as private men, ſo far as the number of the lat- 
ter, and parity of the rank of the former, will admit. In 
the mean time, I ſhall wait the arrival here of the Britiſh 
officers, whom you have releaſed upon their paroles, and ſhall, 
without delay, ſend an equal number to you in return. 
Wich regard to the accompt for proviſions and other neceſ- 
faries, which I find by General Heath's letter, is become a 
text for infringing, if it is not intended as an abſofute 
reach of the Convention of Saratoga, I do readily agree to 
the immediate appointment of commiſſioners, on your part 
and on mine, to ſettle that accompt, together with all other 
accompts for proviſions, &c, furnifhed the priſoners on either 
Hy to make payment - the balance, 18 
renner 1 845 5 - * p 
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> You have only to name your commiſſioners (two will, I 
think, be ſufficient) and appoint a convenient place and time 
for their meeting two gentlemen on my part, to terminate the 
buſineſs, The exchange of priſoners, and the accommada- 
tion of the difference that has ſo long ſubſiſted between us 
upon that ſtore, may be adjuſted at the- ſame time by the 
fame commiſſioners, upon an-equitable plan as formerly pro- 
poſed by yourſelf. 

Theſe propoſitions, founded as they in great meaſure are, 
upon our own ſuggeſtions, I conſider as now mutuallya greed 
upon between us, and therefore I muſt hope to find, that you 
are capable of carrying them finally into execution, without 
permitting any ſet of men io interfere, at their pleaſure, with 
ſuch authority as has been veſted in. you, for. the exchange of 
priſoners, and for the deciſion of all matters relating to 
them. 

As I have no objection to the earlieſt meeting of the com- 
miſſioners for completing the exchange and liquidating the 
accounts, I truſt there will be no new impediment to the re- 
leaſe of General Burgoyne's troops, but that you will give 
immediately ſuch orders for their embarkation upon the ar- 
rival of the tranſports at Boſton, as will remove every diffi - 


2 
With due reſpect, I am, 
15 SIR, 
34 Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
rn. Waſhington, &c. c. (Signed) W. Howsz, 


P. S. Your letters of the 20th and 3oth January are re- 
"ceived, and ſhall be anſwered in a few days. 


- 34% 


0 8 1 R. Head Quarters, Feb. 10, 1778. 
I RECEIVEꝰ yeſterday the favour of your letter of the 
S. inſtant. 


In antwer to whatever it contains concerning General 
- Burgoy ne's army, and the meaſures adopted relative to it, I 
have only to inform you, tis is a matter in which [I have 
never had the leaſt direction. It lies wholly with Con- 
grebe, aud the propoſals you make on this head muſt be ſub- 
- wittedito- them. I have accordingly tranſmitted a copy of 
your letter, and I ſhall be. ready to forward you any relglu- 
410898 they may take in conſequence. ,,. ., 
I ſhall omit animadverting on your obleryations, with ke 
100 to the allowance and treatinent to priſoners in ry 
hands; 
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Hand; it is a fubject which has been freely diſcuſſed in the 
progreſs of our cotreſpondence, and the neceffity of a further 
myeſtigation is ſuperfeded, by your now meeting me on the 
ground have ſo long wiſhed, 

The powers under which I act, are entirely derived from 
Congreſs, and muſt of eourſe be ſubjected to ſuch modifica- 
tions as they may think proper, according to the circum- 
ſtances, to pretcribe. But holding myſelf fully authoriſed by 
their inſtructions and intentions, to avail myſelf of the rea- 
fonable terms you are at this time willing to adopt for the 
mutual relief of priſoners, I ſhall explicitly cloſe with your 
propoſitions to the following effect. 

That an exchange of all priſoners now in our poſſeſſion, 
officer for officer, ſoldier for ſoldier, citizen for citizen, ſo 
far as number and rank will apply, be carried into execution 
as expeditiouſly, as the nature of the cafe will admit, and 
without regard to any controverted point, which might prove 
an A wave to ſo deſirable an end, And here, as I may 
not clearly underſtand your meaning, when — ſay, © In 
the mean time I ſhall wait the arrival of the Britiſh officers, 
whom you have releaſed upon their paroles, and ſhall, with- 
out delay, ſend an equal number to you in return.” I take 
occaſion to requeſt you will be pleaſed to favour me with an 
explanation, whether you intend to conſider ſuch officers on 
both fides, as ſtill continuing under the obligation of a parole, 
or as abſolutely exchanged, in purſuance of the general car- 
tel. I ſte no reaſon why an effectual exchange ſhould not 
at once operate with reſpect to them. 

I alſo agree, that two commiſſioners from me, ſhalt meet a 
like number from you, on the tenth day of March, in Ger- 
man Town, at the King of Pruſſia Tavern, eleven in the 
forenoon, to adjuſt upon equitable terms the difference you 


mention, and ſuch other matters as they may be ſeverally em- 


powered to determine. 

With reſpect to a general ſettlement of accounts, as it 
comprehends points with which I have no authority to inter- 
fere, it is not in my power to concur in the meaſure you 
ſuggeſt for that purpoſe. I am under the neceflity of refer- 
ang it to the decifion of Congreſs. | | 5 

onſidering a general exchange as finally agreed on be- 
tween us, I ſhall, without delay, order the priſoners, in our 
hands, to places in the vicinity of your different poſts, as 


their teſpective fituations may render moſt convenient, and 
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ſhall give you notice as they arrive, that you may return d 
number equal to thoſe ſent in from time to time, 
| I am, with due reſpect, 

SIR, 

- Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


@cueral Howe, Sc. Sc. 


3% BIR, Philadelphia, Feb. 14, 1778. 
I HAVE received the favour of your letter of the 10th 
inſtant, in conſequence of which I ſhall ſend two commiſ- 
Goners to mect thoſe on your part of German Town, on the 
day appointed. | 
The diſtreſſes which from too good authority I under- 
ſtand the lower claſs of priſoners labour under, induce me to 
requeſt you will give ſuch directions as may expedite the ex- 
change of the non-commiſhoned officers and private men, in 
the mode you have propoled ; and as the foreigners and Bri- 
tiſh muſt be equally deſirous of their liberty, and equally 
conſidered in the general releaſe, I truſt you will direct that 
the priſoners ſent 1n, are proportioned as nearly as the num- 
bers of each in your poſſeſſion and their ſituation will admit. 
With reſpect to the exchange of commiſſioned officers, you 
will permit me to premiſe, that this muſt be governed by the 
releaſe of the Heſſian field officers taken at Trenton, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Archibald Campbell of the y it regiment, 
who have not only been longeſt confined, but have hitherto 
been the objects of particular exception, the exchange for 
thoſe gentlemen, as well as for the other officers, will then 
take place, as is agreed upon. This will explain the mean- 
ing of the paragraph in my letter quoted by you, with re- 
ſpe& to the releaſe of officers upon parole, prior to the arri- 
val of Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, and the Heſſian field 
officers . deſite to be underſtood, that in this general ex- 
change, the officers and ſoldiers belonging to the army com- 
manded by Lieutenant General Burgoyne, who were taken, 
ior to the Convention of Saratoga, are to be conſidered 
within cha deſcription of priſoners, equally with thoſe of the 
army more immediately under my command. 
It ſeems neceſſary, with regard to citizens, to poſtpone the 
exchange of them, until the meeting of the commiſſionem, 
n £& 555563503 $5 99-60 10 ISS, | 
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(Signed) Gro. WASHIxXC TON. 
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communicated by my ofũcers. 
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ho by a perſonal diſcuffion, may finally afeertain the di- 
ſtinctions and equality of the 3 to be exchanged. _ 


With due reſpect, I am, 
SIR, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
Gen, Waſhington, Ec. &c, (Signed) W. Hows, 
SIK Cambridge, March 26, 1778. 


THE commanding officer of your troops not being at Cam- 

bridge, I am under the neceſſity of troubling you with the 
incloſed complaint. from Lieutenant Batterſby, an officer of 
the Convention, He is now in the guard-houſe, which I 
think, you will argee with me, is an improper place for an 
officer, though he might, in the firſt inſtance, be in the 
wrong. 
. Should an officer endanger his parole, by being out at an 
improper hour, his being put in arreſt, or confined to the li- 
mits of the barracks, till the affair was enquired into, I thould 
think the worſt that could happen to him in any country. 

I ſhould be obliged, Sir, if you would releate Mr, Batterſ- 
by from his preſent diſagreeable ſituation. 


I am, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 5 
Major Gen, Heath, J. BuxcorxE. 
SIR, Had Quarters, Boſton, March 21, 1778. 


YOUR favour of yeſterday, encloſing a complaint of 
Lieutenant Batterſby, came to hand the laſt evening, and was 
new and ſurpriſing to me, as the leaſt hint of it had not been 

Strict order and diſcipline are conſtantly inculcated and re- 
quired in my orders, and always where it reſpe&s officers, 
whether Continental or of the Convention, that delicacy 
which is due to the character of the officer and the gentleman, 
is ſtrictly enjoined. The time of night when the lieute- 
nant was taken up, and the terms of has parole, might | 
perly ſubject him to confinement until the morning. 1 his, 
however, ought to have been in the officer's room, and not 
with common priſoners. But you are ſenſible that the officers 
of. the guards, although men of the beſt characters, are not ſo 
fully acquainted with the refinements of. military diſeipline 
as were to be wiſhed, It muſt, therefore, be conſidered = 

r 


„1 r * 8 
ino 
error. of judgment, and from the belt intelligence, it is 40 
error which has been frequently committed during the pre- 
ſeat war, eſpecially at New York, where our unfortunate 
officers are. often ſent to the provoſt for the ſmalleſt trifles, 
ſometimes they know not for what, and there remain f 
weeks. [t is a proceeding, however, which I equally deteſt 
both there and here, and have ordered Colonel Keith to re- 
leaſe. Lieutenant Batterſby immediately, which ſhould have 
been done the next morning after his confinement, had it 
been reported * | | 


am * 
Vour Excellency's 


= = N moſt obedient ſervant, : 
Jari. Cen. Burgeyne. | W. HearTn, 
3 Cambridge, March 27, 1778. 


* I HAVE the favour of yours of the 26th, together with 
a letter from Captain Brathwaite, and am concerned at the 
precipitate departure of the fleet, which I take for granted, 

roceeded from 4 * Braithwaite not thinking himſelf 
authoriſed to delay the execution of Lord Howe's orders. 1 
am the more. concerned, as I find by Mr. Meſereau, who is 
juſt returned from Rhode Iſland, that Lord Howe and Gene- 
ral Pigot expected the proviſion would be landed. There is 
no myſtery in the particular departure of the viQtuallers 
Jnaded with flaur, they being clearly intended as an additional 


not have been in the contemplation of Lord Howe, that the 
troops would be detained on ſhore a ſingle day after their ar- 
wy anſwer to the paragraph, which ſays the accounts muſt 
be Kaled, I am induced to ſtate to you ſome remarks upon 
m; ſit | tion, and 1 beg you to conſider them as A very ſolemn 
ance... 
| 15 he reſolve of Congreſs, reſpęcting my departure for 
land, is framed mo AEST Ae and moſt attentively, in 
Our ob my journey; it takes the very words of my ap- 
atigo, in the mention of my health, and of my going by 
| 10, or other more expeditious route; both the{o cir- 
6 ances C carly demonſtrate, the Con refs meant n def 'Y, 
= cir directions to you to furniſh 2 are expret$ and 
Ti, . 
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unconditional, except in the circumſtance of receiving from 
me a parole to return to America, upon the call of the Colts 
prels, &c. &. N uh; 5 

Had other conditions been neceſſary, it is not to be ſup- 
poſed, they would have been overlooked; but the plain con- 
ſtruction of the vote proves yet more, for the conditional pa- 
role required, if it does not in effect cancel the vote of the 
19th of December, * it at leaſt puts an end to all pretence 
of neceſſity for it at this time, becauſe I ſhall be as much 
under the controul of the Congreſs in England as in Cam- 
bridge, and as liable to be brought back npon any diſputes in 
ſettlingthe accounts, as upon any other circumſtance, which you 
will obſerve, is a ſituation quite different from that I ſtood in 
at the time the vote was paſled for my detention in December, 
The ſuppofition that the Congreſs meant to releafe me with 
one hand and to fetter me with the other, is an idea too in- 
jurious for me to conceive, Upon theſe conſiderations, I 
again claim of you my paſlports for Rhode Iſland, in virtue 
of the reſolve, of whiſ h you have a copy, and I am with the 
other gentlemen concerned, ready to ſign the parole therein 
required. To this claim I muſt adhe re, hut being ſilt dep 


firous to accommodate matters according to your wiſhes, if 


poſſible, I will conſent to poſtpone my journey till 'Wedneſ- 
day, provided you will compel your commiſſary (for no ſo- 
licitation on the part of Mr. Clarke has any effect) to de- 
liver his account to-morrow. | a" Fen 
The account of wood is likewiſe ſtill withheld, and I cannot 
but obſerve to you, Sir, that while you have been expreſſing 
to me your inclination to facilitate this buſineſs, ei lays are 
already elapſed, by the negle& of your commiſſaries; and T 
at preſent labour under that ftrange ſpecies of perſecution, to 
have a meaſure inſiſted upon, and yet to be prevented all pof- 
fible means of complying with it. * 
Though the fleet is failed, I fee no obſtruction to liquida- 
ting the . upon the principle firſt propoſed: 
and for this purpoſe, a commiſſary of yours might attend me 
to Rhode Iſland, and I will make myſelf reſponfible to you to 
convey to the Port of Boſton by veſſels, in which your com- 
miſſary may return, ſuch a quantity of proviſions, as ſh 
replace what the troops have conſumed ; or in caſe 'of defi- 


ciency, an equivalent depoſit of money ſhall be fent to you | 


by your cominiſſary, that depoſit to be refunded to the cone 
manding officer of the Convention troops for the l 
. . 5 0 | , ; W 


but 
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whenever the complete balance of the proviſions ſhall ar- 
The propoſal muſt ſurely remove all material difficulties, 

14 py 
SIR, &c, 
, J. Buxcovxx. 


P. S. I have received your letter of this day's date, re- 
ſpecting Lieutenant Batterſby, and am obliged to you for 
ur attention. 


Major General Heath, 


SIR, Cambridge, March 27, 1778. 
- IT SHOULD be glad to know if a ſmall veſſel could be got 
to carry Captain Willoe to Halifax, and what the expence 
would be, and am to defire you will pleaſe to order paſſ- 
to be taken by Captain Willoe to Canada, and duplicates 
y the flag of truce that goes by the way of Albany, for the 
fafe conduct of the veſſels that are to bring the cloathing, and 
other articles' for the Convention troops, to the port of 
Boſton. - The diſpatches are ready to go by the flag of truce 
to Albany as ſoon as you' pleaſe. 
7 's am, 
S'IR, 
| Your obedient ſervant, | 
Aajor Gen. Heath, J. BukGOYNE, 


SIR, Head Quarters, Boſton, March 28, 1778. 
YOUR favour of yeſterday I duly received: having taken 
every ſtep in my power, ſince I had the pleaſure to fee you, 
to quicken my quarter maſter and commiſlary, I yeſterday, 
before 1 A your favour, had their aſſurances that the 
accounts ſhould be exhibited this day, and I am confident 
that they will. As the examination of the accounts, and 
reporting them to you, will take up the greateſt part of this 
day, I ſhall poſtpone ſeeing you until Monday morning, 
when I intend to participate that pleaſure. And I again 
aſſure you, that I will not throw any unneceſſary objection 
in the way, to delay your departure, meaning nothing but 2 
juſtification of my conduct to Congreſs. - I ſhall on Monda 
ſhew you paragraph of a leiter of the 14th inftant, which 
have had the honour to receive from the Preſident of Con- 
greſs,/ £ = 


aa —= _ td a B=—__— cds + mc < .... 


<< 8 Qu = an and - = 


G2 


AM - 


GC"Yr9 .Q 
a - 


CANADA PAPERS. 

Ia anſwer to your other favour, I believe, a ſmall veſſel 
may be procured to carry Captain Willoe to Halifax, the 
expence, I apprehend, would be from 1501. to 200l. Any 
paſſports which you defire to be ſent by Captain Willoe, or 
y the flag of truce, ſhall be granted. [ wiſh to be informed 
how” many Veſlels will be neceſſary for the purpoſe, The 
diſpatches ſhall be forwarded to Albany, as ſoon as I receive 
them, and can complete the necellary papers to be forwarded 
with them, ' 

I have felt myſelf the laſt night and this morning, much 
indiſpoſed, which prevents my writing you on ſome other 
matters, 

I am, 
Your Excellency's 

We obedient ſervant, 

Lieut. Cen. Bur geyne. W. HEATH. 


> SR Cambridge, March 29. 

SINCE receiving the favour of yours of yeſterday, I have 
confidered maturely the ſubje@ of the accounts, and find, I 
can, conſiſtently with my duty, meet you fo very nearly upon 
your own terms, that nothing but fincerity in the engage- 
ments made to me, which I will not ſuſpect, can prevent my 
iminediate departure. 

I am induced to give you this information to-day, that no 
impediment may ariſe to finiſhing the whole buſineſs to mor- 
row, when I expect, in conſequence of your engagement, the 
favour of ſecing you. 

I have a new motive for being thus preſſing, having laſt 
night ſuffered an attack from the gout in my ſtomach, of a 
much more ſerious nature than I have ever before experienced. 
I am convinced, every day's detention in this country endan- 
eg my life; and I am confident, you would be ſorry to re- 

ect hereafter, that any unneceſſary, not to ſay unwarrantable 
delays, had contributed to ſuch a fituation. My propoſal in 
regard to paying proviſions in kind, and of ſuch quality as 
your Commiſſary ſhall approve, I underſtand to be finally 

tled between us. 17" "oA 4 

In regard to the wood account, and the account given in by 
General Glover, there are certainly ſeveral articles that ac- 
quire more diſcuſſion and examination, than can poſſibly be 
po them within the time I have named for my departure; 

ut in order to remove every difficulty from your mind, I 
| will 


lxxif 


„„ TO THE 
will pive you whatever ſums you ſhall require within the 
charge, for the receipt, upon account: theſe forms I will alſo 
engage, upon my parole, to put into the hands of your com- 
millary at Rhode Ifland, or if you — it, I wil give you 
the paymaſter general's bills, which I will 1adorſe- upon the 
public account, and will pledge myſelf for their being dii- 
counted at par at Rhode Iſland, if you do not chooſe to ne- 
gotiate them at Boſton, 

After going ſo far to accommodate your inclination, I have 
only to add my reliance that you will bring with you to mor- 


Congreſs. 
Jam, 
Se. 
To Major Cen. Heath. J. BuxGovNE, 
STR. Cambridge, March 30, 1778. 


IF the weather prevented your coming to Cambridge thi 
morning, I would rcadily have attended you in Boſton, had 
you thought proper to have ſent me fate conduct by an aid 
de- camp. 
VD pon every reaſon that I alledged to you in my laſt letter 
I am to deſire an immediate and deciſive aniwer in regard to 


Congreſs, and am pertuaded from the attention you have pro 
F: feifed, that you will feel for my ſituation in point of health. 


| IJ am, 
Y our moſt obedient 
2 Major General Heath, (Signed) J. B 
19050) geen! | Cambridge, March 37, 1775 


I HEREWTTH incloſe vou two copies of the article 
agreed upon between us, one I have figned, and will be oblige 
doo vb to fend me back the other as ſoon as you have ſigned it 
Aud alfo the paſſports for me and my family to Rhode Iſland 
1 288 waiting upon you at Boſton on Thurſday morn 
1 jag, at rhe hour moſt convenient to yourſelf, and muſt defi 
80 0 fend an officer to conduct me. | 
"I tnean'to fend off my ſervants and baggage on Thurſd⸗ 
Ines 1 18 ö - . 
2 morning, and would take it as a favour, if you would infor 


row my paſſports and a parole, according to the reſolve of the 


my requiſition of pailports, - conformable to the vote of the 


my, wa, Rh + n ww on 
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me to whom I am to applly for carriages, and whether it is 
neceſſary to have any ſeparate paſſports or eſcort for them, 
You will obſerve, Sir, in the account of fuel, I have ſe- 
parated the wood from the other charges, which ſhall be ſet- 
thed and paid here, according to our agreement. 5 
I have alſo left a blank for General Glover's account, the 
ſum may be inſerted after his major of brigade has ſettled the 
particulars. | 4 | 
I think, if Mr. Geddes and Mr. Commiſſary Clarke went 
with me to Rhode Ifland, it would greatly facilitate all the 


buſineſs in hand, and they might return with your officer. 


I am, SIR. &c. 
Your obedient ſervant, 


Major Gen, Heath, J. Bux ONE. 


ARTICLES of agreement between his Excellency Lieute- 
nant General Burgoyne and Major General Heath, reſpect · 
ing the payment of proviſions, fuel, &c, furniſhed to the 


of . 


troops of the Convention. 


I. It i. agreed, on the part of Lieutenant General. Bur- 


goyne, that a quantity of barrel proviſions, equal to the 
— 9 to General Burgoyne by Vir. Commilſary 


Miller, in his account, dated 13th and 21ſt January, and 
20th February, ſhall be ſent to Boſton as ſpeedily as circum- 
ſtances will permit; that is to ſay, one half of the ſaid pro- 
viſions from Rhode Iſland, within twenty days after the arri- 
val of General Burgoyne in the ſaid land, The refidue, 
ſhould it be neceſſary to (end for it from New York, in forty 
days after the faid arrival. ; 

It is alſo a on the part of General Burgoyne to de 
fit ſuch ſums as ſhall be equivalent to the provihon not ſent 
from Rhode Iſland within twenty days, theſe ſums to be put 


into * hands of the officer or commiſſary, who General 
Heath ſhall appoint to accompany General Burgoyne to 
Rhode Ifland. | 


II. And it is further agreed, that if the proviſion ſhould 


not be delivered, according to the above terms, the depoſit, 
in as much as is equivalent to the proviſion ſo. failing, ſhall 


remain with General Heath as payment of the account. 
And it is further engaged by General Burgoyne to pay into 


the bands of the ſaid officer —— b eral Heath to 
© $ h 
aocotpany the Feri to Rhode 1dpnd, ths ſum of hire 
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mauer two hundred and ſixty- three pounds, foutteen ſhil- 
ws lawful money, being the amount of 0 account cbar- 

to the troops for fuel. 

And it is alſo engaged, b General Bur ne, to pa into 
the hands of the ſaid officer the ſum of py f 

on account of the cane 

made by Denernl Glover, for the expenditvre- upon the 
march, upon account of the troops, eight thouſand two hun- 
dred and hfty- two pounds, ſeven ſhullings, and Erpence; 
ſterling, 

It is engaged, on the part of Major General Heath, to re- 
fund to Major General Rhillips, or the commanding. officer 
of the troops of the Convention for the time being, the ſum 
depoſited as above agreed, or ſuch parts of them as ſhall be te- 
deemed by the delivery of proviſions within the time above 
limited. 
IV. It is mutually agreed, between the contracting parties, 
that every thiag herein — {hall be conſtrued in a liberal 
ſenſe; and particularly, that no advantage ſhall be taken of 
any delays beyond the time limited for the delivery of proyi- 
hons, provided ſuch delays appear to ariſe from accidents of 
the'{ed.or weather. 

To this agreement we have mutually TY our faith and 
words o e chis 2d dey of April, 177 
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ae 7. 4 Lette to his Excellency Sir William Howe. : 


$ PF1.t - | Rhade- Ilund, April 9, 1778, 
vi After moch duplicity, and, I believe, ſome debate, in 
10 che Council of Boſton, upon the expediency. of detaining 
de in deſiance of the vote of tae Congreſs, I am arrived 
40 ＋ place where L can write to your Excellency without 
6« re 
Maj 23. — Heath inſiſted that all the expences n 
by the Convention troops ſhould be diſcharged in ſolid coin, 
Fe to the reſolve of Congreſs. Had the refuſal of 
demand. affected anly, my departure, I ſhould not have 
ee any, perſonal configerations to have interfered: wi 
intereſts of government, but ſhould, at leaſt, have. wai 
1 acer eee of Your abe chan I could. under- 
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e copy ſeat to Lord George German. 
| by | ſtand 
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ſtand from Mr, Commiſſary Clarke. But Genetal Heath ex- 
tended the matter to much more ſerious ground, declaring the 
delay of payment muſt neceſſarily enhance the price of pro- 
viſions/to be troops, and intimating that it was not certain 
that a ſupply could be had at all, the ſtock of money in the 
treafury being exhauſted, and the purchaſing contractors find- 
ing frequent difficulties in obtaining cattle upon credit, even 
at advanced prices. 49 N 

was clear in my opinion, that the direction of your Ex- 
cellency, ſent me verbally by Mr. Clarke, to declare againſt 
payment for any proviſions, in caſe the Convention was broke, 
taking it for granted they would Hot dare ſtarve the troops, 
did not apply to this caſe; becauſe, whatever may be the pri- 
vate and juſt ſentiments of every perſon who conſiders the re- 
ſolve of ſuſpenſion, to declare it broken now, would be play- 
ing their own game; they would immediately make uſe of 
that declaration as concluftve, and put it out of the power of 
zovernment at home either to ratify and enforce the execu- 
on of the Convention, ſhould they find means fo to do, con- 
ſiſtent with the dignity of the ſtate, or to exact ſo full a repa- 
ration for the violation, ſhould that be the reſolution at home 
as they may do, provided there exiſts not a colour of violation 
on our part. What they have hitherto alledged, as reaſons for 
their reſolves, muſt be judged by the world, not only to be 
without colour, but ſhort of a moonſhine ſhadow, . 
Upon theſe circumſtances, I ſtudied for expedients to, ſe- 
cure the troops from the dangers threatened by non-payment, 
and at the ſame time evade the exorbitancy of the demand, 
I'availed myſelf of the alternative given by the Congreſs to 
return proviſions in kind, and, after ſome trouble, myRipu- 
lation was accepted for procuring proviſions from Rhode. 
Hand, or New-York, at limited periods, a ſum of money 
equivalent to the quantity that ſhould not be forth-coming im- 
mediately to be lodged in the hands of General Heath, as a 
depoſit, and to be refanded to the officer commanding the 
Convention troops for the time being, whenever the provi- 
fons ſhould arrive. Fortunately the ſtores here are in con- 
dition to liquidate the whole account; therefore the depofit 
is unneceſſary, Many thouſand pounds are ſaved to govern, 
ment; and no diſpute in regard to what is paſt remains. I ſub- 
mit to your Excellency, whether a continuance of this method 
to diſcharge the proviſion accounts will not be the moſt deſi- 
rable for the future, provided the King's ftores in America 


can afford it, and whether, for that purpoſe, it m 
3 The 


* 


might not bo 
expedient to augment the ſtores at Rhode-I land? 5 
= . 7 | } ” . — : l 2 . » © * % %. * * 0 . 
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The above difficulty thus removed, there remained a heavy 
account in regard to fuel for the troops from the time of their 
arrival, and the provifion, fuel, and other incidental expences 
| n the march from Saratoga, and advanced by Brigadier- 

General Glover. I had the good fortune, after much alterca- 
tion, to make a great abatement upon theſe demands, by pay- 
ing only the original coſt of things, in ſpecie, according to the 
price of the country, and all the contingencies of carriage, 
deliveries, &c. &c. which went to great amount in paper. I 
conceived no further difficulty in fulfilling the agreement, as 
your Excellency had informed me an hundred thouſand 
pounds were ſent for the We of the troops under my orders. 
A commiſſary of the enemy, therefore, accompanied me to 
Rhode ſland ta receive the ſums. d 

The reft of the one hundred thouſand pounds I propoſed to 
ſend to Major General Phillips, by the hands of the pay- 
matter, whom I brought with me for that purpoſe, having firſt 
engaged à parole and eſcort for the ſecute paſlage of my milita- 
ry cheſt, to be ſent to the e unopened. I think a ſum ta 
this amount indiſpenſibly expedient in the hands of that Ge- 
neral, not only to diſeharge the ſubſiſtence to the army, ſome 
2 which is in arrears, particularly the Germans, but alſo for 

ch other contingent purpoſes as were explained between 
ur Excellency and Mr. Clarke, „and concerning which 
lately ſent a meſſage by ———-” 4 * : 

- + I'tbiak it the next duty to the army lately under my orders, 

to fate to you, Sir, the very extraordinary-expence the offi- 

Lets are; Expoled to in their preſent ſituation. Exaction is 

to. fearcity ar Cambridge, and every article of life is at 
eee price. I am confident in your Excellency's 

| 8 5 goodnefs, to include thoſe troops in the order of 
nat and forage money for this year, though they do not take 
the feld. The officers will be ruined or ffarved, if they have 
not that 'gratui;y. If lodging money is allowed to the other 
parts of 7 army, I truſt alſo they will be compriſed in the 

"order, General Phillips requeſted me to lay before you the 
- neceſſity of his having a ſecretary, and his hopes you would 
Allow his pay as a contingency. 


"©" T have now, Sir, to report to you a matter upon which J 
have been very much embarraſſed. . 12M ip. 
The dey I parted from Sir Guy Carleton he put into my 
- Hands a letter from Lord Barrington, ſignifying the King's 
' approbation of the appointment of brigadiers in Canada the 
eceding year, but Mating the expediency of their ſerving as 
Tuch in your army, there being ſenior licutenant colonels 
yighouc that rant; and therefore ordering that thoſe genfle- 
2 | men 


—— — — 


_ - 


Arn 
men ſhould reyert to their former ſituations as lieutenant co- 
lonels immediately upon their marching out of Canada. 

Had Lord Barrington thought proper to communicate to 
me this idea before I left London, I think I ſhould have been 
able toconvinge him of the impropriety of removing them at 
the very time of the ſervice for the pyrpoſe of which they 
had been created, and of the impoſſibility of condu®ing an 
army without regularity, with an entire vacuum of ſtaff be- 
tween the lieutenant general and, a lieutenant colonel ; for 
Major General Phillips being genſidered as appropriated to 
the artillery, ſuch was the caſe, it was, I thought myſelf 
juſtified in taking the ſpirit, not the letter, of his Lordſhip's 
order; and it being clearly explained, that the only reaſon for 
diſſolving the appointment of brigadiers was to prevent the 
claſſing of rank after a junction of the armies, I judged I 
could not be blameable for withholding the notification of 
the order till the junction was made, inſtead of putting it in 

arce geographically upon quitting Canada. Since my atrival 
here, I have found a letter from General Harvey, approvin 
the above meaſuce, and I truſt, Sir, it will not be 1 
by you. The only Britiſh brigadier with the troops is Ha- 
milton,; there ate two Germans, Specht and Gall. It will 


be for your Excellency to decide what ſhall now be their fate, 


and to write your pleaſure thereupon, as well as. upon all 
other articles reſpecting the troops, to Major General Phillips, 
Lord Howe will have informed you, Sir, of my ideas 
©« communicated to him (in order to be ſubmitted to you) 
« by means of Captain Green, .reſpeRing the exchange of 


e the Convention troops. My ideas were formed upon the 


„ knowledge 1 have of the feelings of the men in. general. 
„They are not only in a high ſtate, as ſoldiers, by the ex- 
* perience and trials of the laſt campaign, but have à zeal 
4 in their cauſe, and a reſentment againſt the enemy, that 
s would give them double ſtrength. Should you not find it 
% adviſeable or practicable to exchange the whole, I would 
$£ next ſubmit the great acquiſition it would be ta the ſtrength 
« of Canada, to exchange the flapk companies of the. 29th, 
« 3ift, 34th, and 53d regimeats, which regiments, are now 
e in that country, inſtead of fending thoſe. companies to 
«© Britain, in caſe the rreaty ſhould be at laſt ratified, ti 

Having mentioned the ſubject of exchanges,” permit.me, 


Sir, to offer to your conſideration the great merit. of Major 
Genetal Phillips. He properly belongs to Canada; his zeal 
made him ſolicitous to come forward and purſue the Whole 
Sourſe of the campaign; his feryices have been conſpicuaus ; 


and, 


W491 1 
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and, all things confidered; I would ſubmit, whether a ſenig.: 
rity of captivity, ariſing from the accident by which Majol 


General Preſcott was taken, gives that officer 4 preference of 
Pretenſion in point of exchange? rn 

Theg leave alſo to recommend to yout notice Captain Lech 
of my regiment, who was taken upon the paſſeye of the re- 
| wag from England; and has been ever ſincè in the pro- 

ince of the Maflachuſets. The commiſſary thinks the di- 
ſtance, and his being the only officer of that corps, has occa- 
ſioned his being overlooked by your commiſlaries, as younger 
priſoners, he thinks, have gen exchanged. 

I ſee the difficulty of eiii sing the exchange of individuals 
of the Convention troops; but I dare ſay I ſhall intreat your 
goodneſs by the bare mention of the caſe of Lieut; Wheete, 
of the 2oth regiment. An eſtate of 20col. per annum ac- 
tualſy depends upon his perſonal appearance in the court of 


Chancery. I ſtated this matter to the Congreſs, but they voted 


his return inexpedient. I requeſt you, Sir, if you find it 
conſiſtent with propriety, to make a freſh application to Ge- 
neral Waſhington, ſor leave for his return upon his parole. 
Captain Strangways, brother to Lord Ilcheſter, has alſo 
calls of family buſineſs of a very important nature; and I 
ſhould'be much obliged for any aſſiſtance of the ſame nature 
you might think proper to give. | 
1 muſt cloſe this long ſeries of buſineſs with a report of the 
conduct of Enfign Bevil of the 62d regiment, in whoſe cha- 


racter I was deceived, when I recommended him to your Ex- 


cellency for a commiſſion. He has abſconded from the army, 
in breach of his parole, and in debt, to a conſiderable amount, 
at Cambridge. ; | 
There'is reaſon to ſuppoſe he meant to go to Philadelphia 
of New-York. 'I think it probable, Sir, you may ſend him 
back a priſoner to the enemy; at all events, I conclude you 
will Tuſpend him; and, in that caſe, I would recommend to 
his vaciney Mr. Higgins, if you have not already been fo 
good to place him elſewhere, . 


I haye avoided to mention myſelf, in ſpeaking of exchanges, & 
An idea bas obtained among the enemy that Lee was to be 


made 4 lieutenant general; I have been alſo told that a ma- 
jor general and a colonel might be accepted for a lieutenant 

beral. In all caſes, I put myſelf into your hands, and 
wiſh to add, as an appendix to myſelf, my ſecretary and depu- 
ty adjufant-general, Lieut. Col. Kingſton, confident that I 


nee not expatſate upon the ſatis faction I ſhould feel at being 


2 


at again in a fituation to ſerve under you as ſoon 
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health will enable me. I truſt that a very ſhort time at Bath 


will effect that dae . en 
I have only to add my truſt that you will continue to me 
the friendſhip and confidence with which you have alwa 
honoured me, and that you will write to me at full, by t 
firſt rtunity, how I can be employed to ſerve your views. 
I have the honour to be, | ee al 
3, 5 be reſpeR, and inviolable attachment, 


Your moſt faithful, and moſt obedient ſervant, * 
| (Signed) J. Buxcovns. 
1 


ARTICLES of agreement, entered into at Newport, on 
Rhode Iſland, on the tenth day of April, Anno Domini, one 
thouſand feven hundred and ſeventy-eight, between John 
Morriſon, Eſq. doputy commiſſary-general, on behalf of 


Major General Pigot, and Samuel Barrett, Eſq. agent for 


ſupplies, on behalf of Major General Heath, 


Whereas there is not a ſufficiency of beef in the ſtores at 
Newport to ſatisfy and pay the demand made by Mr. Com- 
miſſary Miller, bis ſupply of that ſpecie to the troops of 
the Convention; it is agreed, on the part of Mr, Morriſon, 
that a quantity of pork, equal to the deficiency of beef, at the. 
rate of eighteen ounces of pork for twenty-four ounces of beef, 
ſhall be ſited on board the victuallers now bouud to Bo- 


ſton, and ſent there forthwith, under the care of Mt. George 


Leonard, aſſiſtant deputy commiſſary, and to remain in bis 
cuſtody forty days from the ſeventh of this inſtant, April, be- 
ing the day of the arrival of his Excellency, Lieutenant Gene- 
ral Burgoyne, at Newport, before a demand ſhall be paid. there. 
for, on the part of Mr. Commiſſary Miller. 3 
Add it is further agreed, on the part of Mr. Barrett, that, 
in caſe a quantity of beef, ſufficient to diſcharge the balauce 
due to Mr. Commiſſary Miller, for ſupplies to the troops of 
the Convention to the firſt of March laſt, ſhall arrive at Bo- 
ſton within the forty days ſtipulated as aforeſaid, addreſigd to 
the care of Mr. Compuliuey Leonid, then, in that caſe, tha 
ſaid Leonard ſhall ſatisfy and pay the ſaid balance in 
bers and be permitted to return with the pork. aforeſaid. ta 
port. ah. * 


, 
bd 
- - 


And it is further agreed, thas if the ſaid Mr. Commi * 
Miller will 2 to receive four pounds of pork, for ſ6ven.. 
— baxf; in that * {ball * 
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pork: in payment for faid beef, within the time limited as 


aforeſaid, a ads 
And it is further agreed, on the part of Mr. Morrison, that, 


if a quantity of beef, ſufficjent to pay the balance due to Mr. 


not arrive and be delivered dy Mt, Commi 
Mr. Commiſſary Miller, in full of che deficiency aforeſaid, or 
a quantity of pork be accepted bie in Jieu thereof, in the 
proportion ſpecified in the artic | 


ommiſſary Miller, for ſupplies to the period piorfaid, hould 


e next preceding within the 
ſaid term of. forty days, then, in that caſe, the quantity of 
rk ſpecifed in the fi , Belk ſhall be paid to the ſaid Mil- 
er, in the proportion theft ſtated, for ſaid deficiency, 
And it is alſo further agreed, as the true intent and mean- 


ing of the parties herein named, that, if Mr. Commiſſary 
E 


ard ſhould not have a ſufficiency of beef addteſſed 


to, bis cafe, on qt before. the expiration of the ſaid fort 
47 ts Ph thie whole demand that Mr. Commiltary Mil- 
ler has made, for his ſupply of that ſpecie tp the troops of the 
Convention, to the 28th of February, Mr. Commiſſary Mu- 
ler will, in that caſe, receive ſuch” quantities of beef as Mr, 
Commiſſary Leonard may deliver him, towards . diſcharging 
his demand for that article, and the deficiency in pork, ac- 
cording to the proportion ſettled in the firſt article of this 
Aud it is further agreed, on both ſides, that a quantity of 
bread and flour, equal (at the rates of the prices ſpecified in 
Mr. Commiſſa ry iller's account of ſupplies to the tropps 
of the Convention) to the quantity of beef which. may. he 55 
ficient, ſhall be put on board the victuallers, and ſent to Bo 
ſtan, tothe addreſs of Mr, Leonard, in addition to the guan- 
titles fent to repay thoſe ſupplied, in the re{peRive ſpecies, to 
remain; as Wh ſit during the aforeſaid term of forty days, 
- And that, in caſe the deficient quantities of beef aforeſaid do 

dot arrive and be delivered to Mr, Commiſſary Miller within 

ſaid time, or a quantity of pork equivalent to the ſame, in 
08 to the firſt article, then the ſaid bread and flour 


aforeſaid. ... 
og 
the quantities of proviſions reſpectively demanded ang, to be 
thipped fo payment, it is agreed, that the demand made on 
the part of Mr. Commiffary 
hutidred and forty- ſeyen thouſand one hundred and thixty- 
5 ihr 0 05 bread, eight hundred and ninety-ſcyen, thous 
Een Bundred and Bfty pounds of berfa dir een thoyſond 
FEE 4 : 


Ven 


ry. Leonard to 


be paid. and received in payment for the ſame, at the rates 


prevent all poſſible miſunderſtanding, reſpeRing 


iter is as follows, to wit, 6x. 
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-of four thouſand four hundred and fifty three poun: , Jaw 
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feven hundred and ginety-fi 1x pounds of pork, one hundred nd 
four thouſand and twenty-eight pounds of rice, two thouſa 
eight hundred and fifty- three pounds of ſoap, one thouſand 596 
Ainared and fifty nine pounds of candles, hve hundred and 
Aghty pounds of 1225 twenty nine and one quarter gallons of 
rum, one hundred and eighty four,quarts of ſalt : and that the 
proviſions ſhipped and tp be ſhipped, towards ſatisfying ſaid 
demand, ſubject to the regulations of the preceding; articles, 
ſhall be'as Follows. 57 VIZ. one Dagan and FR 100 thou- 
ſand and forty pounds of beef, tyg undred and fifty eight 
thouſand one hundred and ſixty, pounds of pork, fine hundred 
and ſixty-ſour thouſand eight hundred and thirty-two pounds 
of bread : and flour, a quantity of rice and peas, equal, at Mr, 
Commiſſary . Miller's, rate aud mode of iſſuing. thoſe ſeyeral 
ſpecies, to one hundred and four thouſand an twenty eight 
pounds of rice, twenty eight hundred and ffry-three pou ds 
of ſoap, iitzen hundred and fifty-nine pounds of candles, 
twenty-nine and, one quarter gallons of rum, and one, hun- 
fred and eighty-four quarts-of falt; and that, as there. will 
hy be a dchitiency in the article of beef, equal, by. calcula- 
fion, exclufive of accidental deficiency in weight ang aglit 
of the proviſions ſent for the purpole of ſatisfying the Jenin 
aforeſaid, at the rate of prices charged by Mr, Commull a 
M: Mer, for that ſpecie, in his account of ſupplies to the ti 

of the Convention, from the fixth of Noyember, one ON 
ſagd ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſeven,, to the frlt of Fah 
ons thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- eight, to the ar a 10 


money of Maſſachuſets-Bay, at the rate of ſix ſhil ings, 
dollar ; which ſaid ſum of four thouſand our hunde anc 
5615 three pounds, lawful money, as aforeſaid, js to be paid 
Major General Pigot into the hands of Samuel Barrett, 
Pu and Major Jonathan Pollard, to remain as a deps! it 
or ſaid deficiency with Major General Heath, for the 2 ore- 
Taid term of forty days, at the expiration of which [ rm, 
ans, the deficiency aforeſaid be paid in beef, or Tugh other 
ſpecie as is before agreed to be taken in lieu thereof; lag m 
poke ref refunded into the bands of Major General! Phil ips, 
herwiſe to remain and be regeived. in den wege Peck 5 
ſuch other articles as may be deficient after "4 ery.. 
the proviſions ſhipped and to be ſhipped, as, afore 0 $987 
formably to the agreement entered j into between his 'Fxcallc 
cy Peat ena! of Burgoyne, and! er G General os 
on ll e _ this — * 


- 
F = 
" 
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Ixxxiit 


ber 47 


ANPEN DTX TO THEY 


And for the due performance and fulfilment. of each and 
the foregoing articles,” we, the ſubſeribers do ſeverally 


every | 
and mutually pledge our faith and honour, hereunto inter 


geably ſetting our hands and ſeals, this: tenth day of 
Apri v5 Demini, one thouſand, ſeven buadred and ſeven- 
ty-cig t. f 1 | 
8 Jon Monk nom. (L. S) 

Þ:> Signed, + quien — TA S.) 
r | Witneſs, 
1 AN POLLARD, | James CLarke, 
Jans CLARKE, | 
oer »* (A true Copy.) 


In Arutti ons from Major General Piget to Major Morri 
Deputy Commiſſary, about ſupplying the Convention 7. — 


to 81 R, | Newport,. A ril 11, 1 8. 
As the preſent mode of victualling the *. 75 of Liede. 
nant General Burgoyne in the Maſſachuſets. Bay is attended 
with many difficulties, you will hold yourſelf in readineſs to 
proceed with the flag that returns with Major Pollard, aid de 
camp to Major General Heath, and Mr. Samuel Barrett, 
agent for ſupplies ; and, upon your arrival at Boſton, you 
will immediately wait upon Major General Heath, and en- 
deavour to ſettle with him the proportion of one ſpecie for 
another, which may ſerve as a rule in paying for ſuch provi- 
fions as may have been furniſhed by him for the uſe of Ge- 
neral Burgoyne's troops. In the accompliſhment of this bu- 
ſineſs, you will adhere to the rules by which the army under 
Sir William Howe are viQualled, ard uſe your beſt endea- 
vours that thoſe rules and regulations be adopted and admit- 
ted, or as nearly as may be, on the part of General Heath, for 
the payment of {uch proviſions as may have been, or hereaf- 
ter may be, furniſhed to the troops of General Burgoyne, 
that in future there may be no difliculty in adjuſting thoſe 
accounts. 

As it is neceſſary that thoſe troops ſhoald be victualled in 
the ſame manner as the other Britiſh troops in America are, 
you will endeavour to obtain from General Heath his per- 
miſſion for the admittance of ſuch victuallers into the harbour 
of Boſton, as may hereafter be neceſſary for furniſhing the 
proper ſupplies of proviſions for the ſubſiſtenoe of the afare- 


Jig Poops, ſo long as they may remain in the province of 


Maſſachuſets - 


7 1; 2 & 


CANADA PAPERS. 


Maſſachuſetu- theſe provifions to be ſubject to the-in- 
ſpection of — 2 — Heath may — 


prevent the introduction of any article contrary to the true 


intent and meaning of the permiſſion he may grant — — 
admittance of: ſuch victuallers as may be neceliacy feb che 
purpoſes aforeſaid. 

In caſe you ſhould accompliſh this agreement with Gene- 
ral Heath,” you will likewiſe obtain from him the fulleſt aſ- 
ſurances, that the proviſion hereafter to be ſhipped ſhall be ad- 
mitted into the harbour of Bofton, and truly and honourably 
delivered to the commiſſary of proviſions, or his „ in 
General Burgoyne's army, and that he ſhall have free liberty, 
without any hindrance or moleſtation, to iſſue the ſame to t 
army, according to ſuch rules and regulations as are _ 


bliſhed, or may hereafter be-eſtabliſhe by Major General 


Phillips, or the officer commanding thoſe troops. N 
Vour humble ſervant, | 

v7 Ro, P IGOT, M. G. 
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JOAN oK RIS ON, ALZCPULY- Cennet. Sener. 


CANADA PAPERS. 


SIR, Rhode-Iſland, April 12, 1778. 

THE agreement reſpecting the proviſions is fulfilled. 

It having been reported to me that the mode of victualling 
the troops of the Convention has been varied lately, viz. 
that, inſtead of meat, fiſn had been ſubſtituted, I am under 
the neceſſity of obſerving, fiſh is not a cuſtomary victualli 
for our troops ; and as the ſcarcity of meat will be — 
by the quantity ſent from hence, I muſt defire the troops of 
the Convention may be ſupplied with Engliſh proviſions : the 
propriety of this is ſo evident, that I am perſuaded no objec- 
tion can lie againſt it; beſides, it will effectually prevent all 
cavil between the commiſiaries about the goodneſs of the 
proviſions, I theught ic might be a mutual convenience to 
ſend a commiſſary to regulate the future ſupply for the troops 


of the Convention, that neither difficulty nor diſpute may 


ariſe, Major Morriſon goes upon this buſineſs, 

[ am obliged to you, Sir, for the accommodations I re- 
ceived on my journey, which were very much to my ſatisfac- 
tion, and am, SIR, 

Your moſt obedient ſervant, 

Maj. Gen. Heatb. J. BurxGoyNE. 

N. B. A copy of this letter was ſent to Major General 
Phillips. 


SIR, Rhede-I/land, April 13, 1778. 
IN order to ſettle every thing relative to ſupplying the 
troops of the Convention with proviſions, I have direQed 
Major Morriſon, commiſſary general, to accompany Major 
Pollard and Mr, Barrett to Major General Heath, and- ſhall 
be obliged to you for furniſhing him with the neceſſary paſſ- 
ports. I am alſo to thank you, Sir, for your attention to- 
wards me, and the accommodations I met with upon my 
journey, in conſequence of your orders. 
Maj. Gen. Spencer. (Signed) J. Buxcorxx. 
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TO THE 


TWELFTH 


| A 
CCOUNT of extraordinary 


ſervices of the army incurred 
and paid in 1778 and 1779, and 
not provided for by Parliament 
; | 182 
Adam, Mr. joins in the debate on 
Mr. Fox's motion on the ſtate of 
the navy 81 
Admiralty, debates on the motion to 
enquire iato the power of that 
board | 143 
Adultery bill, debates thereon 398 
Almanack bill, debates on the motion 
for leave to bring it in 26 


Ld m 


of that bill 351 
Army extraordinaries, debates there- 
0 


| 179 
— that buſineſs farther debated 


* 2 ' 4 2 
Aitley, Sir Edward, ſupports = 
motion f an enquiry into the 
- conduct of the Americar war 370 
Attorney General. See Wedder- 


B 


Bagot, Sir William, joins in the de- 
bate on the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
bill | 101 


Vol. XI. 


3 
debates on the firſt reading 


Bagot, Sir William, moves to put of 
the bill for four months 172 
Bailey, Mr. complains greatly of 
the additional tax upon ſugars 22 
Barre, Col. accuſes Lord Mulgrave 
of treating Admiral Keppel with 
coolneſs 4 
— ſupports Mr. Dutming's mo- 
tion, relative to the power of the 
admiralty- board 168 
— ſpeaks in ſupport of the motion 
for an enquiry into the army ex- 
traordinaries 180 
—— charges the miniſtry wick Am- 
ing at taking the life of Admiral 
Keppel _ 


——— recalls the rum contract to the ' | 


attention of the Houſe 2 
— males ſome obſfervativry on 
the propoſed army extraördina- 
n is 
— in the _ —— — 2 
the removal o and wich, 
paſſes the higheſt encomiums on 
Admiral Keppel J38082 
—— defires the general ordet for the 


—_ — 


8- 


attendance of Lord Cornwilfis, to 


be read { wy 23% 
— repeats that motion 2, 
Beauchamp 37 275 

concerning the court · martial bill 


Gzg 


£ 1 
3 I 


„Lord, gives his opinion 


. X. 


-,;.tition from the Roman _— Fox's motion on the ſtate of the 


of Scotland 177 navy 95 
Na e Lord, oppoſes the adul- ä 
398 C 


Bug. t, che ates at the opening of 4 
e ury, Ss Charles, propoſes. an Cavendiſh, Lord John, concludes 
amendment in the court-martial the debate on the motion for. the 


dill 10 removal of Lord Sandwich 307 
Ba e Gen. joins in the debate Clerke, Sir P. J. his remarks on the 
on the enquiry into the conduct army extraordinaries 179 
of the American war 360 — makes a motion relative there- 
replies to Karl Nugent and to ib. 

Lord North  - 386 — ſpeaks to Mr. Hartley's motion, 
replies warmly to Mr. relative to the army extraordina- 

Rigby” s infinuations of deſerting ries 256 


his army in their captivity 397 Contractors bill read a ſecond time 64 
Burke, Mr. enters into the debate on that buſineſs farther de- 


— budget 4 bated 12% 
makes further obſervations Conway, Gen. joins in the debate 
2 on that buſineſs. 10 on Mr. Dunning's motion, rela- 
| joins in the debate on the tive ry the power of the admiralty- 
ne one, 17 boar un 
| — * to Lord North in he 0 wiſhes for a full enquiry into 
. * 1 2 — dhe diſtreſſes N * 
— ports Mr. Fox's n= ———,joirs in the debate on 

von the tate of the navy 99 _. Fox's motion, relative to — 

Joins in the debate on Mr. Howe 2 


54 
* K = ' motion, relative to the — accuſes adminiſtration of at- 


85 . power © of.the admiralty: board 159 - tempting deſpotic power over the 


— preſents a petition from the Houſe 378 
„ Rowan Catholics of Scotland 172 Cooper, Sir Grey, j Joins in the de- 


makes à motion for referring bate on Mr. Fox's. motion, rela- 


1 = the been committee 176 tive to the ſtrength of Admiral 


Fr in ſupport of the trade , Keppel's fleet 34 

a el Aland 50 | 178 ſpeaks to the motion for cal- 
.—— a \V yer « on his op- ling i in Earl Cornwallis 383 
-: Poſition to K K* motion, re- Corbett, Mr. ſecretary of the ami 


th Fo 233 Ka, his letter to Capt. Crooks 
— e te on the anks 14 
„ arm Ag Rk NM: loi 201 „Cornwall, Mr. ſupports Lord North 
at" enters the date on the mo- in the debate on the new taxes 21 
| e h ipto the con- Cornwallis, Earl, debates on the mo- 
— erican war 371 tion for calling that nobleman to 
Mr. adverts to the hard fate the bar 35 
— 11 Court-martial bill, debates thereon 


„ ei _ > on the mo- 19 


relative to ſenqing aut Admi- Crookſhanks, Capt. copy of his let- 
e too fn * 36. ter to Mr. Corbett, ſecretary ot 


„ enters, into. AFR. 0D. Mr. t the admiralty as * 
0 Day 


$0414 as 1 


11 


„7 A Fu. 06, 7... 


K 


D 


Dawſon, George, Eſq, examined at 
the bar, relative to the caſe of 


Lord Pigot 268 
Debates on Mr, Fox's motion for the 
papers concerning the fleet I 


on the budget 
- on the court-martia] bill 10 
on the new taxes I2 
Mr. Fox's motion on 
fnding out Admiral Keppel with 
too ſmall a force 23 
— on Sir George Savile's firſt 
motion to augment the ſalaries of 
the judges 63 
— 2 Fox's motion on the 
ſtate of the n 6 
— Sir Henry Houghton's 
motion for a bill for the relief of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters 100 
——— on ordering a committee to 
conſider on importing ſugars into 
Ireland 106 
on Sir Joſeph Mawbey's mo- 
tion on Lord George Germain's 
fitting in Parliament 107 
on the contractors bill 127 
Er the report of the reſolu- 
tions of the committee of ſupply 
130 
———— On Mr. Dunning's motion 
on the te and uſage of the 
beard © 
refuſe courts- martial 143 
on Mr. Luttrell's motion on 
the decay of the nav 160 


—— on bringing in the Diffen- 


ters' bill 171 
on the petition from the Ro- 
man Catholics of Scotland 172 


on the im rtatior of ſugars 
into = 15 178 
— on the army extraordinaries 
| 7 

on Mr. Fox 8 motions on I: 
gr Lord Howe iti Ame- 


dmiralty to grant and 


ee bt for 11233 


nnn ſpeaks to the 22 
an 


x. 


rica, and not ſending a fleet to the 


Mediterranean 229 


Debate on moving an inſtruction to 
the cofimittee, not to provide for 
one of the articles in the army ex- 
traordinaries 255 

in the committee on the ar- 

my extraordinaries 257 


traordinaries 258 
on bringing in the Almanack 
bill 265 
on Admiral Pigot's motions 
reſpecting the caſe of his brother, 
Lord Pigot 266 
on Mr. Fox's motion to re- 

move Lord Sandwich 274 
in the committee on the Diſ- 

ſenters bill 308 
—— on the reading of the —— 
nack bill 357 
on the report of the commit» 
tee on the Diſſenters bill _ 353 
on the firſt motion to exa- 
mine Lord Cornw alis 354 
on Lord Nugent's motion 
for the chairman * leave the 
chair ibs 


falaries of the judges. 3 73 
on Col. Barr's motion 
calling in Lord Cornwallis” 37 
De rey, Mr, ſpeaks” bill 57 
rey, Mr, ſpeaks to Six Jo 
Mawbey's motion, e 
Lord Geor, | On right” to 
fir in the 1256 
Dempfter, Mr. 1  Wnks's in the de- 
bate on the e fr relative to AL. 
miral Keppel's fleet 
1 to the — 
enereaſing the ſularies of the Judges 


— objeQs'to, the actin 
bringing in 8 bill mY 


6 2 2 


on the bill for encreaſing the _ 


on the report of the army ex- 


r 


—— 


— —— — — — — — — —_— — — ———— — — — — — 


43 
—— fopports ©: the Dinners 


„ D; © 


an en ui 


into the conduct of the 
"A war 368 
Deving; Sir Edward; Joins in the 
ate on the motion on _— 


out Admiral Keppel with too ſmal 


digen, P 2 
nters, roteſtant. See Prote- 
flat 718. | 


Dabdas, Mr. (lord advocate of Scot- 


Jand) oppoſes Mr. Dunning's mo- 


ion, relative to the power of the 


admiralty-hoard 164 
decline bringing in the bl 
in favour of the 808 Catholics 

D029 Id 141 
— e Mr. Fox's motion, 
1 to Lord Howe * 236 


w—_— makes a 7; ech on the mo- 

om for an enquiry idto the con- 

| e American war 369 

Duvning; moves for the papers 

— to Cap t. Cruikſhanks 64 

nhake® a" motion on the 

ower ee wage of the board of 

dmrralty to ON aud oe 
— 


bill 161: VS / 434 3 3 
— — ſeconds. the motion or 


"ly Hf Back Colnjrgllls 377 


„ fours. $151 4 4 — 
5 G-: * — — 

den; vir. Joins in the debate on 
_the report ot the army exrraordi- 
nuries 261 

Wis, Mr. Welbore, ff Jeaks of the 


antages an abſolute monarchy 
d over 2 limited one in times 
el war 3 Pt 
2 
Dab N= 2 11044147 
Not F | 
WMI ty ifs EL ee | MINGY 
Ferguffon, Sir Wr Joins in the 
- debate on the mbtivn f i bill for 
- he wet V Proreſtact Diſſeñters 
r ESL "il 107 


* © is nite of) Cong ts: AE 
14 
79 * 41 


X. 
eig Sir Adam, diſapproves of 


2 Hartley“ motion, relative to 
the army extragidinaries 250 
ſpeaks in ſupport of the 


adultery bill 348 
Fox, Mr. moves for the papers con- 
cerning the Breſt fleet I 


riſes to expoſe the futility of 
Lord North's arguments in the 
debate on the bugyet 9 
—— makes a motion on ſendins out 
Admiral Keppel with too ſmall a 


force 23 
—— puts ſome queſtions to Admiral 
Keppel 34 


contends, that his motion cone 
tained no matter 01 criminal ac- 


culation ib. 
— makes a motion on the ſtate of 
the navy , 6 


4 
— riſes in defence of the | bill for 
the excluſion of contractors 130 
— ſappo:is Mr. Dunning's mo- 
ton, relative to the power of the 
ad miraliy board 167 
ſpe aks iu favour of the petition 
from the Roman Catholics i in Scot- 
land 17 
ſupports the motion for an en- 
quiry into the army extraordina - 
ries ISL 
— makes a motion on Lord 
Howe's not being properly ſup- 
ported in America 227 
oppoſes the bringing up the re- 
ent on che ny ex traordinaries 


258 
— 1" a motion to remove 
Lord Sandwich | 274 


—— replies to Lord My} rave, who 
oppoles the removal of Sand- 
4 WIC 285 
—— enters the debug on the mo- 
tion for an enquiry into the con- 
duct of the American war, 364 
— diſapproves. of Every thin 


N urged by Lord North in the courſe 
0 the above debate 


g 1222873 
—— enters * che _ on the 


motion 


-Q 
A © 


Q-:. | _ TY. | i 2 2 | * 2 * — 


8 2 


ee 


N n 


motion for calling 1 in Earl Corn- 


wallis 384 
Fox, Me. oppoſes the adultery bill 
398 
Frankland, Sir Thomas, ſpeaks in 
ſupport of the bill for the exclu- 
ſion of contractors | 129 
G 


J 


Germain, Lord George, ſpeaks in 
defence of his right to maintain 
his ſeat in Parliament 125 

joins in the debate on Mr. 

© Fox's motion, relative to Lord 
| Howe not being properly rein- 

forced in America 253 

riles in defence of his own 

* "aſſertions in the debate on the ar- 
my extraordinaries 2 

joins in the debate on the 

motion for enquiring into the con- 
duct of the American war 362 

—— denies having ever accuſed 
Sen. Howe either in or out of the 
Houſe : 391 

Goodricke, Sir, ſpeaks in ſupport of 

the motion for a bill in favour of 
Proteſtant Difſenters 108 

expatiates on the neceſſity 

and ſound policy of freedom in re · 

ligion 


353 
Gordon, Lord George, oppoſes 


eti ion of the Roman Catholics . 


in Scotland 177 
—— — makgs a ſpecch reſpecting 
the diſpoſition of the people of 

Scotland | 400 
Grenville, Mr. enters into the de- 
bate on Mr. Fox's motion on the 

| tate of the navy 91 
Graves, Mr. joins in the debate on 

the court · martial bill 11 
Gregory, Mr. enters into the debate 
on Eaſt- India affairs 5 271 
Grenville, Mr. James, joins in the 

debate on Mr. Fox's motion to 


293 


Temove Lord Sandwich Wy 


i. 


1 x 


Grenville, Mr, Jamey, Coos 55 


motion to acer thy 
the judges 


4184 


H 
Harley, Mr. ſpeaks j in TY of =o 


contractots 
Hartley, Mr. David, joins in the 
debate on the budget e 5 
— ſpzaks in the debate on tha 
new loans 
moves an inſtruQtion to the 
committee, not to provide for one 
of the articles i in the army extra- 
ordinaries 25 
Houghton, Sir Hen 
bill for the relief 
Diſſenters 
Howe, Lord, 
motion on ſending out e 
Keppel with too ſmall a force 50 
enters into the debate on 


Mr. Fox's motion on the 2 
the navy 


of Proteſtant 


—ũ—ñ— 


ſervations in the above debate 98 


— joins in the debate on Mr. 


— s motion, relative ta the 
power of the admiralty-board 154 
—— replies to Admiral Pi 
the courſe of the above debate 166 
ſpeaks to Mr. Fox's motion, 
relative to his. Lordſhip not being 
properly reinfarced in America: f 
2 

—— replies to Gov. Johnſton 12 
the courſe of the above debate 281 
joins in the debate oe. 

Fox's motion to remove Lord 
Sandwich 294 


his brother's character 367 
Howe, Sir William, moves that his 
correſpondence with the ſecretary 
of ſtate be taken into conſideration 
26 
— moves for Earl Cornwallis 4. 
be called to the bar 354 
„ we, 


258 


133. 


moves for 4 


| 100 
83 Mr. Fox's! 


replies to Lord Nantes ob. | 


got in 


riſes to ſupport his own and 


Pr — — — — — 


— — — —X—äͤ — —— 


— Sir Wilna. replies to Mr. 
* -Onflow in the courſe of the above 
debate 370 
— accuſes the miniſtry of not 
properly ſupporting him in the 
American war 394 
| Haley, Mr. makes ſome objections 
to the reſolutions of the committee 


of ſapply 132 

of 
| Jackſon, Mr. ſpeaks 1n the debate 
| on the new loans 132 


| — ſupports Lord North's mo- 
tt ion for bringing in the Almanack 
Dill 265 
Jenkinſon, Mr. moves for the ex- 
traordinaries of the army 267 
Iba done. Gov. ſpeaks in the 0 - 
bate on Mr. Fox's motion, rela- 
ure to Lord Howe's not being 
2 properly reinforced in America 
| 237 
replies to Lord Howe in 
_-the courſe of the above debate 2 
— Joins in the debate On — 
army extraordinaries 260 
in the courſe of the de- 
bate for the removal of Lord 
Sandwich, enters into a long juſti- 
ef his former ſpeech 290 
debates on.the 1mportation 
0 ſogars from the Weſt. Indies in- 
to that Kkingcom 178 
zdges, debatès on the motion to 
8 a 63 
in ibe further pro- 
e on that * * 
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JF Admiral, di ſelaims baving 
„ any ſhare in the motion of Mes 
Fox for the Breſt Papers 


— conſiders himſelf as treat 
25 x coolly by Lord ed Malgrave A 


x D 


=: 


Keppel, Admiral, expreſſes his em- 
barraſſed "Ctvation on Mr, Fox's 
motion on ſending him out ** 
too ſmall a force 

defends himſelf againſt the 

attacks of Lord Mulgrave 41 
replies to Lord North, as 
far as his ſpeech related to the Ad- 

miral's conduct 47 

engages in the debate on 

Mr. Fox's motion on the ſtate of 

the navy 


8 
replies to Lord North 
remarks in the above debate 98 
ſpeaks to Mr. Fox's mo- 
tion for the removal of Lord Sand- 
wich 286 
replies to Lord North in 
the courſe of the above debate 2 
King, ſends a meſſage to the Houſe: 

to pay the army in Ireland by 
Great Britain 177 


L 


Liſt of the diviſion on Mr. Fox's mo- 
tion, on Admiral Keppel being 
ſent out with too ſmall a force 52 

—— of thoſe, befides the above, 
who voted for Mr. Fox's motion 
on the ſtate of the navy 99 

— of members abſent 100 

Lord Advocate of Scotland. See 
Dundas, Mr. 

Lowther, Sir James, ſpeaks to the 
motion for encreaſing the ſalaries 
of the judges 3 

Luttrell, Hon. J. joins in the de- 
bate on the motion reſpecting the 
decay of the navy 78 

ſpeaks in ſupport of t 
bill for the excluſion of contractors 


Luttrell, Hon. Temple, joins in FH. 


debate on Mr. Fox's motion on 
the ſtate of the navy 857 

; feconds Sir Joſeph Maw: 
le s motion reſpecting Lord Geo. 
Ger. 
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Germain fitting in the Houſe 120 
Luttrell, Hon, Temple, makes a mo- 
tion on the decay of the navy 169 


Mann, Sir Horace, joins in the de- 
bate on Mr. Fox's motion on the 
ſtate of the navy 82 

Mawbey, Sir Joſeph, makes a mo- 
tion reſpecting Lord George Ger- 

main ſitting in Parliament 109 

Meredith, Sir William, joins in the 
debate on the motion relative to 
ſending out Admiral Keppel too 
weak 37 

ſpeaks to the propoſed im- 

portation of. ſugars into Ireland g 

17 

Joins in the debate on the 

* Motion for an enquiry into the 
conduct of the American war 371 

Montagu, Mr. ſeconds the bill tor 
the relief of Proteftant Diſſenters 

101 

replies to Sir William Ba- 
ot's — in the above de- 
ate 102 
makes a motion for bring- 

ing in the Diſſenters bill 171 
ſupports the motion for 

bringing i in the Almanack bill 266 

joins in the debate on an 

enquiry into the American war 3 59 


Moyley, Mr. oppoſes the motion for 


Mulgrave, 


\ 


bringing in the Diſſenters bill 171 
— — ſpeaks in ſupport of the adul- 
tery ball 399 
Lord, denies having 

ſhewn any coolneſs to Admiral 
Keppel 3 
makes a long defence 
againſt the attacks of Mr. Fox 39 
enters into the debate on 


Mr. Fox's motion on the ſtate | 


the navy 


motion, relative. to the 


BY admiralty-board _ 


power of 


N 7 


oppoſes Mr. Dunning's 3 


. 


Mul rave, Lord, objects to 
ä Luttrell '; motion, relative 10 11 
decay of the navy roi 
replies to Mr. Fox on his 
motion relative to Lord Howe's 
not being properly reinforced . 
Egg 


to remove Lord Sandwich 


N 


282 


Navy, debates on Mr. Luttrell's mo- 
tion on the decay of 160 
Newdigate, Sir Roger, ſpeaks in fa- 
vour of the motion — encreaſe the 
ſalaries of the jud 64 
— oppoſes the | motif a 
bill for the relief of Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters 106 
—— ſeconds Sir William Ba- 
got's motion to poſtpone that mat- 
ter 172 
Newhaven, Lord, takes a 
view of the trade of Ireland 108 
moves for the importation 
of ſugars from the Weſt-Tudies f in- 
to Ireland _ 109 
North, Lord, oppoſes Mr. Fox's 
motion for. papers concerning _ 
Breſt fleet 
ſpeaks to Mr. Burke i in the 
debate on the budget © 5 
urges the neccflify of receiv- 
the report from the — 
= ſupply * 


— — ſpeaks in ſupport of the r ow 


taxes 


replies to Mr. Burke in the 
courſe 'of the debate on the new 
- axes ' 1 
dreſſes up Lord Mulgrave's 
ſpeech in different words 
makes no objection to the 
motion ſor cncrealing the ſalaries 
of the judges Wir, Fo; — 63 
oppoſes Mr. Fox 9 
the . navy” 


— - ſupports Lord 'Geojge Ger. 


main's 


oppoſes Mr, Fox's motion 


— . ” 2» oO wo 


re -right * ging? i in 25 

1826 

LAY moves to. put off the 

Nee bill for four months - - 

- & Trig z ' 130 

— obiedts to the motion made 

dy. Mr. Dunning, relative to the 

| . power of the admiralty-oard 167 

3 ſpesks to the -petition of the 

Roman Catholics in Scotland 177 
| 
| 


at preſents a meſſage from his 
Majeſty to the Houſe 8. 
moves for that meſſage to be 
eme. to a committee of ſupply 
178 
Sete oppoſes the motion for an 
n a@gouat 2 the army extraordina- 
5471 991 e 179 
— 2 Mr. Fox on his mo- 
lion relative to Lord Hose 231 
w— oppoſes Mr. Hartley's mo- 


r e extraotdinaries 


. 
tive tothe rum contract 257 
moves, for leave to bring in 
. the Almanack bin 2563 
— oppoſes Mr. Fox's motion to 
eme e Lord Sandwich 209 
to Admiral Keppel in 
"> courle of the above debate 300 
—— urges the propriety of the 
Oxford petition againſt the Diſ- 
ſenters bill ; o8 
peaks to the motion for an 
r into the &meniean war 
81 
—— j oins in the Fan * 
r in 2 — 
ante replies to Gerieral — 
— 1 . debate 
1 3 3395 
. makes a motion to 
old houſe r inmadnes a new 
1 . 401 
] Norton, Eir Dlexcher, le opi- 
8323 A —— 
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| Pigot, Admire, joins in he debate 


e 


ugent, Kath, etprefiis | his dtiſſike 

f Tide Houfe going ama Ame- 

rican enquir yY 14 29180 355 

— Joins in the debate on the 
motion to call in Earl Cornwallis 


38; 
—— oppoſes the adultery bill 398 


O 


Ongley, Lord, oppoſes the adultery 
bill 5 398 
Onſlow, Mr. oppo es the bill for the 
exclufton of contractors 128 
replies to Mr. Fox in the de- 
bate on the motion tor an enquiry 
into the conduct of the American 
war 370 
Ord, Mr. brings up the report from 
the-commi: tee of ſupplx 12 
—— reads tie reſolutions of the 
committee oi ſupply 130 
Oxtord, the univerſity of, preſents a 
petition agaiolt the nn = 
TE . 


2 


Petition of the dealers in tea in Lon- 
don, &c. preſented to the Houſe 
and read b. 60 

—— from &vergl of his May $ 
Roman Catholics of North Britain 

172 


on Mr. Dunning's motion, rela- 
tive to the power of the admiralty- 
board 105 


— makes a motion reſpetting. the 


caſe of his Woche Lord Tag: 
— makes anoddiee: motioncelpeſt- 
ing-Eaſt-India affairs 2e. 
Pownal, Gor. ſpeaks to Lord New- 
haven's motion — the 
trade of Ireland: - +©9 
Proteſtant DiTonters, haves ihe 
motion for a bill for cheir _— 
10 
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Proteflant Diſſenters, debates on the 
"firſt reading of that bill 171 

debates i in the 2 — 

on chat byline ſs 

Pulteney, Mr. joins' in the debate 

on the new taxes 

— — ſpenks to the motion, — 
lative to the exclufion of Lord 
George Germain from the —_— 

12 

Purling, Mr. ſpeaks to the matter 

in debate relative to Lord Pigot 


273 


R 


s in favour of the 
motion to encreaſe the ſalaries of 
the judges a 

Ri y. Mr. joins in the debate on 

r. Luttrell's motion, — — 
the decay of che navy 
motion, relative to the —— 
of Lord George Germain 127 


n— anſwers General Burgoyne, 


on the ſubject of kis complaints 
ainſt adminiſtration 
Roman Catbolics of Scotland, 4 
bates on their-jerition b 


Rous, Mr. ſu; ports Lord North's 


motion to bring i in the Almanack 


- bill * 1266 
— peak in the debate on the 
Dicken bin "f 354 


Sandywjch, Earl of, debates on Mr. 
ox's motion te remove that no 
from oſſicte 


274 
Bavile, Sir George, e his firſt 


motion to encreaſe the Dag of 
of the judges "x 63 
—— joins in the debates on gn 
tion for an enquiry into the con- 
duct of the American wr 371 
Vol. XI. 


70 why he thinks the Judge an 
hould de enereaſed 
| Sawbridge, Mr. peaks in ſoypc or 


: —— 2 2 ——— We 0 


Svile, Sir" George, is redone 


the i importation of gere into Ire- 
land at. n d 
Solicitor- General. See Wallgce; 
Stanley, Mr. Hans, 0 poſes Mr. 
Dunning's motion, relative to the 
power of the admiralty. board 17 5 
—— replies to Mr. 
in the courle of the above — 
r. 
St. John, Hon. Mr. 3 an eulo- 
gium on the 0 . private 
virtues of Lord! Nortn — 
Stratton, Mr. joins in the deba 
the motion relative to Lord 


268 
ſpeaks farther on that bufi- 
neſs Gy 2 | 
Sugars, debate on the mation to 
port them into Ireland I 
— that buſineſs farther' 
TIS" f ''# 5, 78 
Supply, debates on the report of the 
 relotutioos of the committee of 


— 130! 
Sutton, Sir Richard, Joins ig 
debate on the new taxes, . 


nme, 27 
Taxes a be oa 
' led — 


Tea-dealers in London, xc. 
petition” preſented to che 


and read * 160 
Townſhetid, Mr. T. Fupports ire 
papers * 


Fox's' mation or pa 
ing the Breſt fleet 
is ſevere on Lord Nortr 
for vfing'the word: fate | ztyod 35 
— — ſupports Mr. Dunnivp's 
motion, relative tothe power of 
the admiraſty-board a "©: aoygs 
" Has * iu the debäte dn the 


report 
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port ot the army — 
2 
Townſhend, Mr. T. ſpeaks in — 


_ the Almanack bill 


265 


_—— cenſures the conduct of 


Lord North in the debate on the 
motion for an enquiry into the 
+: +condu&t of the American war 369 
— diſapproves of the bill for 
n. the ſalary of the judges 
374 

— replies to Lord North in 


che debate on the motion to call 
in Earl Cornwallis 381 
Turner, Mr. oppoſes: Lord North's 
ration. tor fegve to bring in the 
Almanack bill 264 


| — V 
V Mr. oppol ſes Mr. Fox's mo- 
_ tion, relative to Lord Howe's not 


*. * ſupported 233 


+ © 
5 — 


W 


* 


C1 


-Waflace, Mr. es Mr. Dunning's 
motion, relative to the power of 


© the admiralty- — 162 
Wake, Sir William, ſpeaks in ſup- 
port of the bill for the excluſion of 
contractors 129 


am, Hon. Capt. joins in 
the debate on the removal of the 
I of Sandwich 306 
Vedderburne, Mr. ſpeaks in the de- 
; bate on Mr. Fox's motion, rela- 
© \fiveto Admiral Keppel's fleet 37 
. ſpeaks to the motion for 
eueren bog the ſalaries of the judges 
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Wedderburne, Mr, joins in the de- 
bate on Mr, Dunning's motion, 
relative to the power of the admj. 
ralty-board 156 
oppoſes Mr. Luttrell's mo- 
_ 2 to the decay of the 
navy 170 
Wilkes, Mr. joins in the debate on 
a motion ſor a bill for the relief of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters 103 
—— calls on the Lord Advocate 
for his promiſed bill in * 4 
the Scotch Catholics 


ſpeaks in ſupport of the Dit 

ſenters bill 309 

Wombwell, Sir oppoſes the 
contractor bill 


oppoſes Admiral Pigots 
motion, —— to his brother, 
Lord Pi 269 

Worlley, I Richard, joins in the 
debate on Mr, Fox's motion on 
the ſtate of the na 1 

Wray, Sir Cecil, -wiſhes for a 
enquiry into the diſtreſſea of Ire- 
land 178 


— 


Y 


Yon Sir George, ſpeaks to Lord 
— 's — 1 the 
trade of Ireland 109 
oppoſes the im of 
ſugars into Ireland 178 
—— ſpeaks to Sir Joſeph Maw- 
bey's motion, relative to Lord 
George Germain's right of fitting 
in the Houſe 126 
joins in the debate on the 
motion for calling in Lord Corn- 


— = 
inſt the bill * 
— the ſalaries of the judges 
374 
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